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aftBE has been said that mankind is
where people do hot read

may be true of human beings as
but one is likely to think it

ndad of happiness that you and I1
idadnotnot enjoy like the happiness
stedested in the adage where ignor-

e tois bliss it is folly to be wise
vei th eless that a people can

etain a high state of civilization
be readers has been dem

I1 yet not in historygratedabed time and again
true in most of the ancientwas and is the case today inIzations persia andof indiaf parts

afaa literatureof a printedabsencee
directly to enhance the powers of

and the office of poet and
bory hereditary thebecomes

tradition and folklorefolklove that
bount off retain and transmit is
T canmind

incredible it is said thatthing of india axeareal storytellersstory tellers
word for word overrelatethuss to

atty folio volumes probably over
he fact Is we have atof readingvalueled thebaates trust to booksas wet jnin so far for all to be fixed in
ht ought once

the days of chiarlech arleinands were heldand writingreadinganfe fit only forascontemptkandnd of the soldier the
OB and priestsand the gentleman
E t affairs contaminatedbeingabovehuite to read thatethem it is curious

the reasonearly daythatin
against these arts was that they
ed the memorymenlory

counted the barusuallyllyIs asuausuang the edubetweenfatedir distinction
uneducated it nneedeed not

band the lady of my
fua bohoweverwever A wealthy and high

ce in brookline refused to
ed has persistently

abovethe reasontorforrereadelsio destroys the mmemorymory
B thatat it delldelimoreover that a

which shesomethingspiritual to conversconversationaaion and
tt liotlisteningehing fromal reading would depart

face to face withcometore she sheaccordinglyfaintedlainizodted page
to read toelocutionistpac strainedA trainedtp hours a day

is dependentchurchcatholic thefest for its existence upon
valuedmemory so highlyof of theexperiencespc the personal

itly saints who wwereere contemporaries
RE esua I1 and the oral

that
traditions

littlefrom themfaded down
was paid torfor two hundred

and the cathoit to manuscripts
harch toes not hesitate to let these

thedilonsns take precedence over
tea record whenever there is a

ife first books of every people are
uttered they come to Usas from
ewhenwhen the very marks that go

thithe alphabet are lookede up
with awe and dread every let

held to be significant of some

0ideIflea aand as a matter of fact
lailargelygely in different col

ahfn thetha incantations of magi

clans astrologer sand sooth sayers A
for instance was supposed to symbolize
the harrow B an ox yoke with which
god plowed up the world R a dog
from its resemblance to a snarl T
a bird and so for all the sounds

from the beginning of time or at
least since we have had any record of
teaching learning the alphabet has
been counted a prodigious task and
men have cudgeledcudgeled their brains in the
attempt to work out some smooth way
up this rugged hill of knowledge
these attempts yare very amusing in-
deed to modernmodem teachers who know
that a child picks up his a b cs with-
out apparently knowing howbow or when
after he has already learned to read
old educators made mountains of the
work hence naturally enough they
had mountains to climb

basedow made ginger cake letters
which a child was permitted to have
when he could name them no doubt
this was a happy device to teach the
distinction between letters especially
such letters as I1 and M Pesla lozzi
though rightly called the father of
modern education followed an alpha-
bet system which involved unneces-
sary mouth consciousness children
were kept at exercises of articulation
and pronunciation which had practi-
cally little or no relation to fixing the
letters in memory

other educators carried this idea to
such an extent that systems were in-
vented at length lninvolving the learn-
ing of different sounds and acro-
batic sound combinations no won-
der children dawdled along for months
on the alphabet these same systems
wouldw prove a years hard work for
many teachers of today

such is the fungus tendencycy of
ideas when left to grow in cloisters
cellars or elsewhere away from the
breath and sunlight of nature

after the ability to read waswaS some-
how acquired spelling came inn for
several years of torture and agony
Ilowilow long it would have taken ger-
many to outgrow these laborious
artificialities by natural evolution
will never be known for in 1872 they
were summarily forbidden by law
since then one large city

has ordained that but one year
shall be spent in learning to read and
write that is after one year read-
ing and writing must cease to draw
attention on their own account and
fall naturally into place as mere
tools for the acquirement and expres-
sion of knowledge

that learning the alphabet con-
sumed months of unnecessary time
was demonstrated by the wife of
john wesley who taught her boys
their letters in one day taugh them
so thoroughly too that they never
forgot them at the present time the
old saying you cant read till you
know your letters has been proven
worthless as an argument torfor ante-
cedent impossibilities but eveseven now
there are primers gift books chil-
drens handkerchiefs platesplatea napkins
and other articles with the letters

printed upon them and arranged in
innemonic verse the theory still
holding that learning the alphabet tois
the great mountain or sahara desert
of childhood

all this represents the mud tide
marks of cram methods the peda-
gogic stream Is somewhat clear today

in places but there is still much vtof
the purely individual or personal in
the current of teaching methods and
every little whileywhile down some ob-scure hollow comes a turgid contilbV
tion from some enthusiast or other
whose methods and devices while
suited admirably to his own personali-
ty serve only to those who
would imitate him

let us not however go to the other
extreme and pay no attention to
methodsmethodia A wide repertoire of methods
and devices willwall always makemaize we
teacher of tact and reresourcesoured themistake is made when we tailfall to dis
cern the living principle beneath thothe
methods it is as if david had at-
tempted to fight in the war accoutrei

ments of saul
germane to the subject of reading

is the question of script and print
As respectsrespecti script the vertical has theadvantage over the slant in that itsaves fully one tenth the energy toin the
reading and is written without the
danger of curvature to the spine
which is ever present with the slant
two photographs one of a class in
slantslant writing the other of a class thin
vertical both taken without the know-
ledge of the students prove this fact
most conclusively

AsAs respects print we have still some-
thingt to learn take a page of our
best type and you will andfind that the
energy necessary to recognize individ-
ual letters is by nond means uniform
some forms can be read at twice or
even thrice the distance of others
prof harris has in consequence of this
fact started a movement for the iwe
form of typography he bellbelieveserves litla
compensating of bodbodreyrby
increase in shade

the german type is veryver difficult
and draws so much upon the newal
energy that it is fast beites
ceded by the roman a
will be welcomed in selenscientifictIft clceles

but with the best type aud abl most
kindly intentions of printersers things
occur that draw disastrously upon the
nervous energy here Is a case in
point

A noted general had been toaster
in ELa certain banquet As a battle
scarred hero he protested
againstt such an imputation the
editor wwasas profuse in his apology
and promised to sesett the matter right
judge of the generals indignation
when he read next day that he had
been as a bottle scared hero

this story gives me as the humble
reporter of these lectures an opportu-
nity ttoD protest against th manyomany
many typographical and other errorserror
that somehow havehav crept into the pub-
licationli of them when the series lait


