THE DESERET WEEKLY.

Truth 2nd Liberty,

No. zu.

READING AND COGNATE ART.

It has been said that mankind s
happiest where people do not read.
This may be true of human beings as
anlmals; but one I8 likely to think It
a kind of happiness that you and 1
should not enjoy; like the happlnegs
suggested in the adage, “Where lgnor-
ance Is bliss, it is folly to he wise.

Nevertheless, that a people can
maintain a high state of ecivilization
and yet not be readers, has been dem-
onstrated time and again in history.
Phis was true in most of the ancient
d is the case today in
India, Persia

Arabia.

The abaencet oen
tends directly to
memory; and the office

historian.

f a printed literature
hance the powers of
of poet, and
The

] n retain and transmit is
gﬁ;;{'ﬂﬂ.dg cllrl\credible. It §s sald that
professional gtory-tellers of India are
able thus to relate word for word, over

? volumes.
t“;;:yrégik;s. we have probably over-
estimated the valu® of reading, at
4 we trust to books

least in so far & boolss
V once for ali, to be flxe
gt?rﬂtn?l\i\gd}:’ in the days of Charle-

ding and writing were held
masnﬁinr;aor cfmtempt. as fit On!y 3:;
clerks and priests. The soldl.ell,
man of affairs, and the gent iem?,r:i
were quite above being comamdnahel
with them. It s curious to read tha
even in that early dn)f.r t.heh l}e?ﬁg"
urged agalnst these arts was tha ¥

mory-
j§ ved the ru‘fuauy counted the bar

Reading is 1 ;
or chief gdmtlnction petween the dedut
cated and the uneducated. It need no

1ady of my acquain-

be s0, however. A -
t:nﬁce' in Brookline, wealthy and high
1y cultured, has persistently refused to

ead for the reason ahove
:le;rl;lréfltothl;xt jt destroys the mem(;)rﬁr.
She maintalns, MOTreaver. that :;.1 em;
cate spiritual something whic 8 <
feels In listening to cOnversa.t‘ionr{ln
to vocal reading, would depart 1'?3:
her were she to come face to face W X
the printed page. Accordinglyds e
hires a trained ell;)cutlonist to read to
; rs a day.
heTrhte“?:;;?lg]ic church I8 depende;‘lt
almoat for Its existence upon t 3
powers of memory. So highly v?l\tlg
were the personnl experiences o. ie
early gaints who were contempomir e5
of Jesus, and the oral traditions
handed down from them, that little
attention was pald for two hund{led
years to manuscripts. _And the Calt‘ 0=
iie church does not hesitate to let these
traditions talke precedence oOvVer the
written record whenever there Is a
co'i‘l'gleﬂﬁrst books of every people are
held sacred. They come to U8 from
a time when the very marks that go
to make up the alphabet are looked
upon with awe and dread. Every let-
ter was held to be significant of some
oceult idea, and as a matter of fact,
they figured largely, in djfferent col-
«red Inks, jn the incantations of mag!-

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAR, OCTOBER 30, 1897.

Vor. LV.

clans, astrologers,and socoth sayers. A,
for Instance,was suppoged to symbolize
the harrow; B, an ox-yoke with which
God plowed up the world; R, a dog,
from its resemblance to a snari; T,
a bird, and so for all the sounds.

From the beginning of tlme, or at
least since we have had any record of
teaching, learning the alphabet has
been counted a prodigious task; and
men have cudgeled their brains In the
attemnpt to work out some smooth way
up this rugged hill of knowledge.
These attempts are very amusing, in-
deed, to meodern teachers, who know
that a child picks up his a-b-e's with-
out apparently knowing how or when,
after he has already learned to read.
0Old educators made mountains of the
work; hence, naturally enough, they
had mountains to climb.

Basedow made ginger-cake letters
which a child was permitted to have
when he could name them. No doubt
this was a happy device to teach the
distinction between letters—especially
such letters as I and M, Peslalozzi,
though rightly called the father of
modern education, followed an alpha-
bet system which Involved unneces-
sary mouth consciousness. Children
were Kept at exerclses of articulation
and pronunciation which had practi-
cally lttle or no relation to fixing the
letters in memory,

Other educators carried this idea to
such an extent that systems were in-
vented at length involving the learn-
ing of 400 djfferent sounds and acro-
batic sound-contbinations. No won-
der children dawdled along for months
on the alphabet, These same systems
would prove a year's hard work for
many teachers of today.

Such s the fungus tendency of
ideas, when left to grow In cloisters,
cellars or elsewhere away from the
breath“and sunlight of nature,

After the ability to read was some-
how aecquired, spelling came in for
several years of torture and agony.
How long it would have taken Ger-
many¥ to outgrow these lahorious
artificianlities by natural evolution,
will never be known; for In 1872 they
were summarlly forbidden by law,
Sinece then, one large city—Wittem-
herg—has ordained that but one year
shall be spent in learning to read and
write. That I8, after one year, read-
Ing and writing must cease to draw
attention on their own account, and
fall naturally into place as mere
tools for the acquirement and expres-
slon of knowledge.

That learnlng the alphabet con-
sumed months of unnecessary time
was demonstrated by the wife of
John Wesley, who taught her boys
their letters Iin one day; taugh them
80 thoroughly, too, that they never
forgot them At the present time the
oid saying. “You can't read till you
know your letters,” has been proven
worthless as an argument for ante-
cedent Imposslbilitles, But even now

there are primers, gift-books, chil-
dren’s handkerchiefs, plates, napkins
and other articles, with the letters

printed upen them and arranged In
innemonic verse; the theory still
holding that learning the alphabet is
the great mountain or Sahara desert
of childhood.

All this represents the mud tide-
marks of cram methods. The peda-
goglc stream Is somewhat clear today
—in places; but there is still much of
the purely individual or personal In
the current of teaching methods, and
every little while, down some ob-
scure hollow, comes a turgid contribu-
-tion from sOme enthusiast or other
whose methods and devices while
sulted admlrably to his own personali-
ty, serve only to bemuddle those who
would lmitate him.

Let us not, however, go to the other
extreme and pay no attention to
methods, A “wide repertoire of methods
and devices will always make the
teacher of tact and resource. The
mistake iz made when we fall to dls-
cern the living principle beneath the
methods. It Is as if David had at-
tempted to fight in the war accoutre-
ments of Saul

Germane to the subject of reading
ie the question of seript and print.
As respects script, the vertical has the
advantage over the slant, in that It
saves {ully one tenth the energy in the
reading, and Is written without the
danger of curvature to the spine,
which §s ever present with the slant.
Two, photographs, one of a class in
slanf writing, the other of a class In
vertical, hoth taken without the know-
ledge of the students—prove thls fact
most conclusively.

As respects print, we have still some-
thing to learn, 'Take a ,page 0f our
best type, and you will find that the
energy necessary 1o recognize individ-
ual letters is by no means uniform.
Some forms can be read at twice or
even thrice the distance of others.
Prof, Harris has In consequence of this
fact, started a movement for the re-
form of typography. He belleves in
compensating obscureness of body by
increase in shade.

The German type is very difficult
and draws so much upon the mental
energy, that it is fast being super-
seded by the Roman— a reform which
will be welcomed In sclentific circles.

But with the best type and the most
kindiy Intentions of printers, things
occur that draw disastrously upon the
nervous energy. Here is a case in
point:

A noted general had been toasted
in a certain banquet as a battle-
searred hero, He naturally protested
against such an Imputation. The
editor was profuse in his apelegy,
and promised to set the matter right.
Judge of the general's indignation
when he read next day that he had
becn toasted as a bottle-scared hero!

[This story gives me, as the humble
reporter of these lectures, an oppo.tu-
nity to protést against th- many,
many typographical and other errors
that somehow have crept into the pub-

llcation of them. When the serles iz



