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AND MANNERS OF THEyf
I1

WELSH NATION

BY LLOYD JONES OF DENVER COL

one of the most historic and surely
15 onene of the best defined natinationsons iinn the
arid is this little productive welsh

n and yet of aallI1 nations of historic
it is blessed or shall I1 say cursed

ith the least written history
awe look ini vain over the tiers ofgw tw ks upon the shelves of our great

ries for a well finished and concise
t0ry of this nation perhaps its coun
bhavingaving attached itself and become
citifiedd with the dominating and ag

iveave english nationsnat ionas a principality
his become overshadowed amalga

I1 and subordinated to the greater
disaalltylity
vian the biographer is silent to an

a iingg degree as to the lives of emi-
t welshmenWelshelshmen men who could corn-
e

com-
ejopete with the most famous in literaturet and war of all nations men who

lightaught in the irish and scotch cam

teagnsgnsi who distinguished themselves in
e peninsular war and who repeatedly

41awon renown on the continent in the
i artamesartaies of wellington the duke of marl

fbvat drough and following other distinguish

0 revolutionary movements are scarce
he 7 fy mentionedme in the chronology ofants

r ji wetwe would naturally look for some
jp culiar bias neglect or ignorance but

iaw stop to advert to the interrogation
L who writes history not he that made

jfe save a few noted egotists like
on and alexander the man

t makes history seldom takes time to
isitfitdown and write it

arwill any one attribute this peculiar
in welsh history to the customs

manners of the people such is
qquestionably the case this people

hea 4 three great faults how many more
4 53 saa question for conjecture and may bey matter of opinion but these three

its distinctively mark them as a peo
me0 the first is modesty the second is

ausy and the third is a self decrying
L tN tray enough we would conclude

hatt modesty is an excellent and an
readingiftding quality but to be so modest

f that we tell the literary and social pe
fanttan As you now have stolen my
boat the great gloral preceptor gives
boti lilicensecensi to take my cloak also 11 de

every vestige of noble humanity

al indand individual self reliant manhood and
1 angoodmanhood0
t i modestest childhood and modest woman

hood still nuggets a charm that soothsbooths
f but a jimodestnodest man in the common ac

cep tation of the term is about asabuseuse
less as an engine without motive power

L 06 isas much the despised in business
as he esthe buffoon in society

A welshman loves approbationapprobatoon but
he sits ioin silence and hugs the delusive
pphantombantom of hope that some one whose
intellectual ken is superfine will yet dis-
cover his great gifts and be generous
enough to give to the world the benefit
of it he forgets in hisbis case that there
was but one elijah that there was but
one paul he will not learn that root
hog or die has to a degree displaced
the more euphonious motto E pluribus
unum

it was a very modest request that
made of king edward of england in
the year 1282 when after the death otof
that most puissant otof welsh heroes
king llewellyn in the last great deci-
sive battle between the english and
welsh and the subsequent beheading
of david the kings brother the people
asked as one of the terms of peace that
they be governed by a prince oiof their
own country but when the condition
was accepted the astute and not

english king presented the
over credulous and deluded welshmenWelshmen
with his own son who by dint of the
accidents of birth bad been opportunely
bornbom a few days before in the welsh
castle of caernarvon

the accidental potentate infant was
then and thereupon dubbed by this
strange investment with the titletide of
prince of wales which inexplicable
titles has ever since been borne by the
eldest sonssens of the kings olof england
and the welsh have modestly accepted
the conditions until england has ac-
quired a sort of kingly prescription of
our country and its people this failure
to demand and claim rights that are
unquestionably ones own bears too
closeclose a resenresemblanceblance to intellectual ser-
vitude

modesty I1 repudiate the term Is
it as dr says less modest to tell
a man that if he goes over the great
tailsfalls otof niagara that he will surely
drown than to say to him that if he
takes that terrible plunge he will surely
get his feet wet we are in the world
tto0 deal with truths not with phantoms
aandnd we are as much entitled to the rank
of noblemen as the bedizenedbedizened reprepre-
sentatives

re
senta tives otof any kingly court when
it is said that god calls upon us to be
kings and priests unto him forever he
means us and he does not give us any
credit for mock modesty in answering
here am I1 send me was not the

answer of a modest man it was the
aanswer oiof a hero who knew that he was
called and would let no man answer for
him

there is no element in human nature
that works more baneful results both to
the one that entertains it and to the one
against whom it is directed than jeal-
ousy and with the welsh people this
has ever been a crying fault and sin

like the iidolatry of the jews it con-
fronts them in every enterprise bon-
dage freedom paradise all still marred
by this manufactured sentiment otof
hatred for the success of ones own
neighbors and countrymen it is so
strong in its irresistible effects that it
creates in this people the noblest
hearted people generally the spirit of
ingratitude and this vice has been de-
nominated by the great english poet
and delineator of characcharacterterasas the king
of vices

not only was this one otof the sad faults
of the primitive welsh but it has for-
ever permeated the entire national lifehie
of this people sir watkin W wynn
had no lasting renownrenown among his people
and kin but abroad and in the esteem
of other men and nations he won a
worldwideworld wide reputation though to the
minds of some this man has no honor-
able lustre he should have the same
credit among celebrated men as other
eminent butchers

in military discipline and in statecraftstate craft
none have excelled our people yet it is
painfully apparent that the old demon
jealousy has worked to destroy the re-
sults and products of the most celebrat-
ed geniuses in the annals of human
races

the almost invincible king of the
britons caswallon or according to gold-
smith and hume more properly named

was defeated not by the
cohorts of julius ceasar but by the jeal-
ous quarrels of the princes of the royal
bidad disintegration became manifest
and to hasten the disorder one of the
disaffected sent a message to ceasar
when that great monarch hadbad abandoned
hopehopertof the crinquest of britain and
promised him all the assistance in his
power to conquer his own kinsman the
inveterate caswallon the ambitious
ceasar needed no great inducement to
attempt what once had been a totaltoba
failure and he saw that the man who
had conspicuously made himself known
to the world as his superior in mamilitary1I

achievements in his power by the triatrick
of a traitor envy and hatred prevailed
where the sword could not and rome
for the first time in her history stood sonon
her seven hills and ruled the world

our beloved country fell among the
trophies of that hated power that knew
no stronger passion than avarice

it was perhaps from a scholastic
point of view a good result nations
have imbibed good from the conquered
but usually the conquered receive the
manners and customs of the victorsvictor
welshmenWelshmen soon became as conversant
with the latin language as the modem
welsh gentry are with the english it
served to enrich the already concise
mode of speech known as the welsh
language As experience increases janian


