
THE WEEKLYY

describe biberiasTib erias as the most wretched
of all the towns in palestine

it lies directly upon the shore on a
narrow strip of undulating land be-
yond which the mountains rise very
steeply near the celebrated hot
springs are found various fragments
of columns of red and gray granite
and marble together with other indi-
cations which mark the sight of the
ancient town the water flows from
the earth too hot to be borne by the
hand and it Is excessively salt and
bitter and emits a strong smell of sul-
phur

the heatbeat of the summer at biberiasTib erias
as8 at jericho is almost insupportable
andnd the climate sickly the inhabitants
of the coast find profitable employment
in raising early vegetables grapes and
melons for the markets of damascus
these productions mature in this val-
ley much earlier than on the high land
of galilee or gileadgilad the scenery of the
lake has not the stern and awful fea-
tures of the dead sea but is more rich
in hallowed associations and more at-
tractive in the softened beauties of the
landscape the view of it from the
western height when I1 last saw it
breaks upon the approaching travtraveler
with singular power

near the northern extremity of the
lake there were in the days of the
savior two towns of the name of
bethsaida foneone Is in the neighborhood
of capernaumCapernaurn and Cho on the
west side of the lake the other on the
eastern shore the situation of the
former which was the city of peter
and andrew and involved in the doom
of capernaum and Cho is lost
the latter mentioned by luke chapter
9 verse 10 near which jesus fed the
livefive thousand was enlarged by phillphilipp
the tetrach the ruins of it are just be-
yond a small plain of surpassing fer-tility at the distance of a little more
than an hours journey beyond the jor-
dan where it enters into the lake they
occupy a knoll or hill which is a spur
from the mountain on the east run-
ning down into the plain toward the
jordan after feeding the five thou-
sand jesus ordered his disciples to
erosscross over into the other bethsaida on
the western shore which he went up
into the eastern mountain to pray
it waswaa while crossing the lake on that
occasion that a storm struck their lit-
tle crattcraft and that jesus who had been
asleep rebuked the wind matt 8
18 27 modern bible students however
disclaim the theory of two Beth
and assert that there never was but
one place of that name

As I1 sat alone upon the top of the
ruined walls of the ancient castle at
TlTibberlaserias and looked upon the desola-
tion around me I11 tried to conceive of
the days of christ when he and his
disciples traveled through the numer-
ous towns and villages situated on the
shore of this beautiful lake teaching
the plan of life and salvation to theinhabitants there are no prophets
and apostles in this land now thevoice of inspired men have not been
heard for many generations save on
a few occasions during the present cen-
tury when elders of the church ofjesus christ of latter day saintsSaint haveshave
visited palestine and then like my-
self they have had no real oppor-
tunity of teaching the people the gos-
pel in its purity

but while I1 sighed over the great
change which had taken place bothphysically and spiritually in this once
favored land I1 felt truly thankful to
thehe god of israel that I1 could think of
acme other country tarfar away beyond
the broad expanse of the great sea
and the atlantic ocean where the in-
spired teachings of prophets andapostles are still heard and where the
ordinances of the everlasting gospel
are being taught and administered inthe same manormaner and by the same di-vtips authority asaa they were eighteen

hundred years ago around the beauti-
ful sea of galilee

friday july ard3rd after several
fruitless endeavors the day before to
get a muleteer on reasonable terms to
a muleteer on reasonable terms to
takytake me back to nazareth I1 at last
obtained one by waking up the hotel
servant in the middle of the night
about 4 a ajust at the break of day
an arab with a grey horse appeared
at the hotel door and 1I being in
readiness mounted at once and start-
ed on my return trip to nazareth but
taking a more northerly route than
the one leading past mount tabor
after climbing the long hill we trav-
eled through a broken country to the
village of Lublyeh which lies on a hill
of considerable height immediately
north of the village in a narrow val-
ley we passed a great number of the
inhabitants both men and women
engaged in harvesting barley in real
oriental fashion every village has
its common threshing floor and in
every town through which I1 have
passed so far in palestine some of the
people have been engaged in thresh-
ing grain in ancient fashion my mu-
leteer falling behind as he was walk-
ing and the animal I1 rode was a good
traveler I1 took the wrong road and
before the native could overtake me I1
had reached the little village of tu-
ran situated on the north boundary
of the plain of Buttauf and surround-
ed by I1 a greater growth of cactus
than I1 have ever seen up to date inany part of the world near by
however there are some fine olive
groves changing our course we
now crossed the valley or plain men-
tioned in a southwesterly direction
in doing which I1 saw the longest cara-
van that I1 had seen yet there were
over seventy five camels traveling in
a string nearly a mile long from the
sea inland we soon reached kear
kennahenna the ancient cana in galilee
where jesus changed water to wine
here I1 visited the greek church where
the looking priest showed
me among other things one of theearthenware jars claimed to have been
used atatthethe time of the miracle john
2 1 11 there were also a number of
beautiful pictures of the church walls
illustrative of bible scenes cana Is
about four miles northeast of nazar-
eth and lies between the lower hills
bordering the plain of
on the south it has about

inhabitants half of whom are mus-
lims and the remainder mostly greek
christians with a few gatins andprotestants immediately south of the
village is the only spring of the neigh-
borhoodbo from which I1 drank water
and by which we rested for a short
time if the kear kenna really is theancient cana the tradition alleging
that from this spring was obtained thewater which christ turned into wine
Is undoubtedly correct

from keer kenna the road leads up
among the hills and after crossing sev-
eral ridges and passing several villages
we reached nazareth about 1130

a m among the villages named
between cana and nazareth was el
Meshhed the ancient gath bepher a
town in the territory of zebulon and
the birthplace of the prophet jonah
2 kings 14 25 the tomb of that

prophet is shown here
on my arrival in nazareth I1 dis-

missed my muleteer after which I1
spent the afternoon taking in the
sightseights of that town first I1 visited
the latin monastery in which the
church of the annunciation Is situ-
ated it contains several altars one
of which is dedicated to the angel
gabriel A handsome flight of fifteen
marble steps descends to a vestibule
called the angels chapel from here
a passage leads to the chapel of the

annunciation to which two steps de-
scend the chapel was originally larger
than the angels chapel but tois now
divided by a wall into two parts the
first of which contains the altar of the
annunciation with the inscription on
the back hie nerbum caro factum
est here the word was made flesh
immediately to the left of the entrance
are two columns one of which marka
the place where the angel stood while
one and one half feet distant is the
column of mary it is really a frag-
ment of a column depending
from the ceiling and said to
be miraculously supported above the
spot where the virgin received the
angels message on the rock here
which is now richly overlaid with
marble the house of the virgin is18

said to have stood adjoining thia
chapel is a second dark chamber called
the chapel of st joseph which coecon-
tains an altar bearing the inscription

hie erat sub ditus ills chere hebe
became subject to them from this
chamber a staircase leads into the
monastery but on the way is still i

another dark chamber an old cistern
called the kitchen of the virgin the
mouth of which is said to be the china
ney A kind german speaking monk
took me through the whole and ex- a

all to me
I1 next visited the united greek

church where I1 was shown an old ayn si

agogun in which tradition alleges that i
christ preached this tradition is trac
able as faxfar back hisas the year the
building has experienced many
tudesaudes in the thirteenth century it WASwah
converted into a church and has haa-s
different situations at different
periods my next visit wwas8al t0
the church of gabriel or the
church of the annunciation 01

the orthodox greek which tois awalunder ground under the altar is a we
connected with a spring situated cortil
of the church which spring is the flusup
ply source of marys well near
greek pilgrims use
by the priestly attendant ffrom und
the altar torfor bathing their eyes ao
heads but being thirsty I1 drank WWIIdrw j
great relish the cup offered me 0OB

of the priests after being told thachati
was from america asked me if 1I W
a mormon receiving a reply in t
affirmative he held a consultation Wwit
several of his fellow priests the subbattu

stance of which I1 never learned si
he must have met some of our bidEIdeidolasla
before though he spoke greek anaanuzi
english we managed to echan lg

views on different points among walf
the mode of baptism by immersionImmerImmerS siOw1015

which the greeks have always ala ja

talked as the proper mode he see
pleased when I1 made him undeindent
that I1 also believed in that form
condemned sprinkling as being no b1

at all A large and rather ri
embellished baptismal font which I1

with considerable interest S
occasion for their remarks

st marys well situated near
churchchuch of gabriel supplies the w
town with water the spring Is
known as jesus spring and gabri
spring and a number of different
editions are connected with it Asaal
is the only spring that the town 1

besses it is all but certain thatat
child jesus and his mother wein
among its regular frequentersprix T
evening which was the time I1 v
the well a motley throng tf
women had collected around
spring waiting for their
to get water the water
brought in a conduit gasnr
spring some distance up the ma
the forks of0 the road where W
of masonry has been built f
front of which the water 1110nowa
barly in two small streams
pipes placed sufficiently high ta

wall for the jartjars or water yewAO
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