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I1 AUair gratified in the enjoyment of the pri-
vilege of continuing our conference and
rejoice in the instructions and testimonies
of the elders which have been given dur
ing the two days past there are a few
subjects I1 feet anxious to layjay before the
brethren and sisters I1 should be glad
had I1 strength and opportunity to explain
many things more minutely I1 feel that
god is with us but that a great and fearful
responsibility rests upon our heads inorder that we may be prepared to enjoyejot
the blessings of our high and holy calling
we should be diligent humble faithful
and constantly unite our powers of mind
to magnify our priesthood one great ro

which rests upon us is the
education of our children the proper
forming of their minds and understand
ings not only in the ordinary branches of
education but in the principles of our
holy religion

I1 understand from the reports of mr
robertbobert L campbell superintendent ofbf
common schools for the territory that
there are about thirty thousand school
children in the territory between the ages
ofof four and SIXsixteensixieleenLeOUen

rhenhorhothe accompanying statistical table shows
thatahat there are school districts in the terri
tory twenty rivenive of which have faded to re
port there are schools anda teateacherteacherscherscherb
thethe school population reported laIs 2873 01ol01
which per eurolenrolenrolledtediledi wittiwith an actual
attendance of 6 percentper cent schools generally
are sustained by tuition leesleeg which range iraminam
two and a half dollars to eight dollars per
quarter ofcf St Prin ofcf
kahoot for uta TerrTerriearyearv 1872

our golden neighborsneighborsbora here
in nevada who have for severalyears enjoyed all the benefits alidarid
blessings accruing to common schools
from a state government have about four
thousand if I1 am rightly informed and 10doubt with the means which they possess
they are enabled to get uptip excellent
schools

it appears to be a portion of the policy of
the national government never to do any-
thing for schools in a territory when a
territory becomes a state the policy ofcongress in years past and it will proba-
bly continue to be so in years to come has
been to extend liberal privileges and im-
munitiesmuni ties in the donation of lands and of
the per cents from the sales orof public
lands within the state for educational pur-
poses the support of common schools and
universitiesmatias this parsimonious policy to
wards territories may be an enlightened
linoono and it may not having lived in a
territory most of my ilfelifelif1 11 I1 may not be
considered a Vtoperpropermarudjudge91 suffice it tosay however that so far as legislation for
education is concerned or any encourage
ment or assistance extended from theunited states to the people of the territor-
ies their children must be raised in absolute
ignorance the result Is that whatever
progress Is made or Imimprovement attained
in these directions in the territories is due
entirely to the energy enterpriseso and en-
lightenmentlighten ment of the inhabitants the hardy
pioneers who break the ground make the
roads fight the indiansindiana and create thestate

the report of the superintendent of com-
mon schools for this territory goes to show
not only that there are about thirty thou-
sand school children but that they have
attended school a greater portion of the
time than is sometimes reported in the new
states and in some orthoof the older ones
where they have all the advantages grantedpyby the general government this speaks
well for the pioneers of utah it Is a proud
record and one of which the latter day
saints may justly boast it is true that
most of ouroar schools are simply primary
schools but from what I1 have seen while
visiting a good many of them I1 know they
are vastly superior to schools which I1 at-
tended more or less in my earlier years
in other states and Terrtterritoriestories I1lamam proud
of these facts but at the sambama time there is
a groatgreat deal in our system that is not by
any means up to the mark all that has

k been done has been done voluntarily theschool laws of utah territenilterritorytory authorise
districts to establish free schools if they
choose to do so by a two thirds vote orof the
inhabitants of the district and a number
of districts have adopted this system with
satisfactory results otherwise the schoolsarearo by the tuition fees of the
pupils with the exception that taxes are
generally levied on the property in the
school districts to assist to build school I1

houses and to supply a portion of the ex
benses and extend some little aid to themorgmore indigent that all may have the eriv
liege of going to school A general free
school system has not been inauguratedpanafandandana any man who will coolly deliberately
and wisely consider the condition assoil 1

ati tinscius and changeable lature otof the gov-
ernment of ouroar territory will see the wiswig
damdom of not entering upon such a cystsystem
untillitit canau be douadono under the regulations

audand gprivilegesleges which a state government
wonwould bring at least thatisthat la my judg
mentmeat on the subject though we have ad-
vocates for the establishment of a general
free school system now I1 want to say in
relation to this that perhaps there are
counties where such a system might be
aadopted0 ted withith advantage but if it were
adoptedadolte renegenegenerallyrailyrally throughout the territory
it aouwould have to contend with difficultiesdifficultlesies
and dangers which I1 would wish to avoid
As I1 amani not herehare to deliver a political
s I1 shall not of course undertake to
explain what these are I1 will simply referyou to certain little difficultdifficultieslonion that have
occurred in neighboring states in relation
to the handling of school funds and other
important items which show the delicacy
of these matters unless they are in the
nandabands of the mostcost reliable men who are
absolutely responsible to thetue people by
whom they are appointed and electedI1 feel satisfied notwithstanding this good
record that there is a very groatgreat necessity
for the mindsminda of many people to be stirredup in relation to the education orof their
children the building of good healthy
well ventilated schoolhousesschool houses and the
sending of the children to school provid-
ing suitable books and seat I1 remember
once in a newnow country going into a school-
house I1 and nindfindfindingang the children packed
almost like herrings in a box somesoine on the
floor some on seats littleuttie fellows with short
legs sitting on high benches and all
breathing air that perhaps might not in-
aptly be compared to that ofoathathe black holehoie
of0 calcutta A couple of men ignorant
even of the most simple principles of ven-
tilationti were laboring to teach these chil-
dren and I1 have sometimes taken the lib-
erty to carry a carpencarpenterstees saw into a school
to saw off the legs of the benches to make
them a proper bight to correspond with the
length of the ehllehlichildrensdrene legs for I1 do des
plsepise the idea of putting small children upon
a high bench and large children upon a low
one I1 aruarnamatu verytery fond of seeing straight
erect well formed boys and girls and in
three monthsmonth a little inattention on the
part of teachers trustees and school super-
intendents in matters of this kind will
crook the necks crook the backs weakenweaker
the stomachs produce deformity lay a
foundation for consumption and shorten
the childrens livesilves ten years I1 suggest to
the brethren fromfroth all parts of the territoryoryorv

go into your schoolroomsschool rooms measure the
childrens legs if you please and the
benches and see how they correspond
see whether the basitsit up straight
or humped up aas itif they were trying to
imitate the back of a camel or dromedary
and sivesivo perticularoular attention to the manner
in which the schoolroomsschool rooms are ventilated
do not deprive the little fellows of the
most ne essary and the cheapest of all ele
menmeumentsts atmos pharic birair in its purity and
thereby sow in their byisyisystemsstemsitems the seedsseed of
premature death

there are many persopersona come into the
territory who do not spek the english
language I1 think more institutions should
be got up in all the to enens
courage the learning of ouroar tongue I1
know young people generally learn it
pretty quick butbat aas the laws and most of
the public speeches are madenade in the eng-
lish language

V it is important even inin
welsh danish swedish norwegian ger-
man and french settlements that tho06 lan-
guage in which law andjustice are adminadain

and in which public meetings are
generally conducted should be well and
properly understood

it occurs not only with some of the for-
eign emigration but with some other per-
sons that they fail to appreciate the
aaltyitlidrenof education and of sending their i

ehchildren to school good and wholesome 1

influences exercised through teachers
elders antiand bishops should bobe brought to
bear on all this class of people to show
them the importance of educating theletheir
children there are elders who seem wil
ling andjand roadyready to take missions to the most
distantdistanti foreign countries but when they
are invited to go into a school room to
teach a school they will say well I1 can
make more money at something else I1
would rather be land speculating go a
lumberlumberinglaglar or setupsedset up merchandisingizing 11 icet
me sayray to youyon brethren that there is no
calling in which a missionary carlcaa do more
good either manwan or woman than to
ita common school if hena or she is qualified
to dosobosodo so

we are voryvery wellweli aware that it is but
little use to whip mormon childrenyou undertakeunderteke to thrash anything intoettaritorita
them and you will most surely thrash it
outont of them it was never any use to
undertake to drive or coerce latter day
saints they nevernover could be coerced in their
religious faith or practice it is not their
nature and the mountain almouralyair our children
breathe inspires them with the idea that
they are not to be whipped like dogsdoga to
make them learn the manner in whick it
mustmunt beble done is by moral suasion i

superior intellect wisdom prudence anhanaand
good straightforward management in
termingforming the pupil by cul
tiva ting his manly qualities chii princi-
ple should be carearcarried out in all our schools
in my boyhood discipline warwas enforced by
the application orof the blue beech switch
the blue beech doesdoea not growbrowin in this coun-
try but many schoolschoolmastersmmastersasters in former
times in newnow york and new enenghengs

laudtandlandand were provided with these tough
limber switches andiaddirudlrudi have aseen them
used among the scholars with ferfor
fuiful effect audbud incasesincisesin casescaseb where 1I am satis
flednned the pupil was less at fault than the

preceptor I1 know they say solomon dode
dared if youyouyon spare thetho rod you will spoil
theethe bildblid my opinion Is that the use of
tilethe rod isia very frequently the result of a
want orof understanding on thetho part of a
spoiled parent or teacher in guiding di-
recting and controlling the feelingsfeelinga and
affections of children though of course the
use of the rod in some cases might be
necessary butbubbublibulliI1 have seen children abused
when they ought not to have been because
king solomon is believed to have made
that remark which if hohe did in nine cases
out of ten rearefreferred to mental rather than
physical correction I1 will however allow
other men who have taught school as a pro-
fession

gorofession to ommeroffer their suggestions on tthese
subjects but I1 will say that I1 have known
professor dusenberry teach a hundred
scholars the wildest roughest boys we
had in a frontier town and never lay a
stick on one of them he has done it term
after term and the children liked and rerenreo
specter him and would mind him and I1herethere
was nothing on the face of the earth that
seemed to hurt their feelings more than to
feel that they had lost the confidence of
their preceptor this was simply the re
suit of cultivating reasoning powers in the
minds of the children and I1 am happy to
say there are many such teachers now in
utah

I1 will say a few words in relation to
normal schools As I1 said before we have
bad nothing to encourage primary schools
but what we ourselves with our bone
sinew energy and enterprise have done
sesoseitit41 is with lnethe more advanced branches
the deseret university has made efforts to
establish graded schools torfor the education
otof teachers this has been done by small
appropriations from the legislative assem-
bly and salt lake city and county but the
great mass of the work hashag been done by
individual enterprise there are many at
the present time in utah who have been
thus educated who devote the winter mea-
son and mandofmany of them the sumbumsummertonmerto teach
ing schools the energy of superintendent
campbell in introducing suitablebultaultableabie books and
apparatus and to improve conditionthe of
our schools has been commendable and the
ti dorlagnagos branbranchch of tithe of
deseret at Pprovo one at st9 george and
beveralseveral othersother establishedtb hd I1in the territoryrraltory
for the education of teachers have had their
good effects but their effects are limited
compared with what they might be and Y

am sorryborry to say that several of our young
men have been under the necessity of going
to universities in other parts of the world
to obtain an education which it is desirable
we should have the facilities to give them
here brethren and sisters take this mat-
ter to your hearts for it is one of the
great nalsmalsmissions of the latter day saints to
do all in their power to educate the rising
generation and to teach them the principles
of ernaleternal truth

I1 have had the pleasure of visiting a
good mary sunday schools from time to
time from a very early period after they
were established in this territory and i1
can speak highly otof their influence and the
b befits they have produced I1 visited a
bible class while in st george composed
of young gentlemen and ladieladlesandgand I1 found
that they were as well instructed in re-
lation to the principles of the gogospelapol as laid
down in the bible and in the revelations of
the lord as a very large portion of the
elders I1 was very glad to see it I1 visit-
ed sunday schools when I1 could in the
course of my travels and I1 was gratified to
see the progress that has been made I1
want to stir up parents to the neenecessityeasily of
fitting uup and encouraging their children
to attend sunday school I1 also want to
encourage them to attend themselves and
act as teachers and forfur the young men and
young women wherever they can or
those whose family engagements are such
that they can attend to it to volunteer and
contribute their exertions in carrying on
sunday schools A great many elders
have devoted much time to this useuseful and
important subjecttt and have labored to
teach encourage and strengthen sunday
schools last summer two weeks
ous to the celebrated methodist cacampin

1

1
meeting that was held in this city dr vin-
cent a methodist minister and two others
connected with sunday schools by their
own requestnest addressed in this tabernacle
about four sunday school enitenil
dren they told me they had visited the
sunday school in thothe ward and hadbad
addressed the scholars there and they said
that that sunday school was highly cred-
itable but although they gave us thisthia
much credit they went away feeling teryvery
bitter towards US I1 asked them if
they had not been treated as well herohere as
we would bobe in their society globoh yes
said they we were invited toto attend
sunday schools and we did so we were
allowed to address thetho children and at our
request four or five thousand were brought
together for us to talk to and they went
ouon and told how well they were treated
but notwithstanding that they said they
andhitthiti been told fromirom the most reliable
sources that a great many men had been
killed in this country for not being mormoc
mons 11 saidsald I1 youyouyon have been most
foully gulled by somebody dr vanvinhvinscent replied the authority Is most relirell
able for it came from ouroour officersMeer P I1 said
to himhim the officeofficersys change so often that
theytb ey can have no perporpersonal knowledge on
these subjects some of them are laterintern
ested in promoting difficulty with thothe peo-
pleale of utah no man was ever killed lintin
utah for his religion andiaand if thothe sewrew casescales
of murdermurder that have mccuoccurred herehero were

thoroughlythoro investigated they would be
found tofo be the result of private quarrels
and there have been five hundred per cent
lesslesa of such cases here than in any other
new state or territory with which I1 have
been acquainted and the country can not
be found on the face of the earth where the
population is scattered over such a large
area which has maintained such perfect
police regulations and these statements
are simply scandal

I1 name this circumstance from the fact
that a man who had been so liberally
treated by the latter day saints who had
had the privilege of speaking to the largest
collection of school children that he prob-
ably ever saw in his life would believe
lies told him by renegadesrenegadosgades and carry them
away and publish them rather than the
real facts which hohe had the privilege of
seeing hearing and learning from rereliableliableauthority while here

I1 wish to stir up our brethren to continue
their labor in sunday schools and in doing
so to sustain liberally the juvenile instruct
or place it in the hands of your children
it contains some of the best reading matter
for them I1 know of and its circulation
should be widely extended I1 notice from
pieces published by protestant ministers
who have established churches in this cityelty
that their principal hope of converting the
mormonscormons is by leading 1I call it mislead-
ing away choir children they despair of
converting the old onesonea who are perfectly
established in their religious faith and
their hope appears to bobe in misleading
their children by getting them into their
schools by so doing they can probably
draw them away from thetha latter day
faith and through the children they may
also succeed in gaining over some of their
parents the enemy of all righteousness
is8 bagacisagaciousous and so are his servants and I1think it quite honest but not very creditcredits
ableabie to christian ministerFi to frankly
acknowledge that their business here is to
try and entice children from their parents
but so far as this is concerned our brethren
and sisters should learn a lesson by it and
see that the persons who educate their
children do not plant in their hearts false-
hood deception wickedness and corrup-
tion they should place themheni underunderthethe
tuition of those who will teach them thothe
principles they are employed to teach andnot into their mimindsds those things
which willwili lead them to destruction the
catechism for children exhibiting the pro-
minent doctrines of tiletiie church of jesus
christ of latter day saints should be inevery faulfanifamilyilyfly school and bible class

I1 think measures should be taken to in-
crease the circulation among the people of
the IFseretsenet NEWSand thehe standard works
of the church A great many read them
and many do botand it iuin the various
neighborhoods a little more pains were
taken the information they contain could
be moiemolemore widely disseminated I1 know tho
enemies of zion are willing to take auy
pains in the world almost to circulate lies
why should we not take a little painpainss to
circulate truth and to spread and dissemi-
nate abroad pure and holy principles I1call the attention of the elderseiders of the vari-
ous stakes to these subjects

it is highly gratifying to witness tho re-
sults8 thattha have been manifestedhanifosted in the or-
ganization and progress of institutions in
the territory for doing our business co-
operative mercantile and manufacturing
institutions operativecooperativeco herds and others
in agriculture which have done much to
facilitate our progress and supply our
wants the work is barely commenced
though we have demonstrated to a certainty their practicability and success3 whore
ever they have been honestly and fairly
entered into

I1 have given yonyou some of my views in
relation to the education of our childrenyou have got to watch over them closely
do not have them idle about the streets
but have them at work at some good
wholesome employment whenever it is
practicable let them learn useful trades
takorako pains to know where they are thereare influences now in our midst that flow
out of the advanced civilization as it is
termed which will lead them astraastrayY iwasI1 was
reminded the other day of the change
which has taken place here within a couple
of years A man who hadbad come from the
south slept in his wagon in my yard hetook off his coat overcoat and vest and
while he was asleep somebody helped
themselves to the coat vestv est and
overcoat I1 thought perhaps it might DObe
some poor pilgrim who had not seen bishop
hunters invitation if anybody was hungry
to call on him who might be landed hero
in search of gold and silver and had got
outont of means and having no friends stole
the garments to getgot something to eat until
he could getgot into business or it maybe
peradventure the result of the advanced
civilization that has manifested itself in our
midst at any rate it reminded me of the
man who I1landed in a turkish town and
could not get hishii baggage into shelter he
told the conductor that he should havohave to
stay by it all night oh no said the ceniconiductor it Is perfectly safe safe how
so said the traveller it will be stolen 11

no replied the conductor it will be all
right in thothe morning you need not be a
bit afraid for there Is not a christian with-
in fifty miles otof here I1 do not relate this as
an insinuation upon the true christian but
simply upon the hypocrisy ofa great portion
of those professing christianity in the
present age I1 doda rejoice in reflecting that
lorloc a great mamy years such things aa locks
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