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. Therefore 1 say all the Latter-day
Baints will have to be tested. I
think of it especially in tliese days
When water is so sgarce, when there
18 scarcely enough to keep our trees
ahve., much Jless to save our crops.

think that this is testing both

08¢ who have heen tested by past
?c , by proseeutions that have been
bstituted, and those who have not.
The whole land from north to south
18 suffering for want of water, and I
i}sk myself, should this continue
Or another geason or two, how
{'v'ou]d the Latter-day Salnts feel?
Vould they bear it patiently and
Without murmuring? Or would there
80 up from ali our setticments a
Murmur that would be heard all
over the land—fault-finding, guar-
Teling, o contending for this elemont
80 necessary to life, to the preserva-
tion of the crops, to the preserving
of the improventents which have

N made at such Immense toil)
and ex penge?

L hear or litigation threateped in
Coninection with Parley’s Canyon,
!4 connection with the waters of
h tah Lake, hetween the canals and
t']e city; litigation in the north be-
Ween the canal companies;with thes
tIOO er Conal; with other canals and

€ Davig County Canal. Men are
feady to go to law, almost to figlit.

have heard it said that some have
&ven galked of taking their rifles to
efend their rights, and I have
asked myself, 18 it possible that
nong Latter-day Saints there can
© Bucli a spirit and fecling as this,
at_nmlg_those who have come here
Drofessing {0 be the Saints of God,
father inclined to boast of their
dehty to the truth, rather inelined
0 28 T have done this afternoon
~—tell about our past sufferings and
z‘l{ll‘lﬁces and hold ourselves up as

'“1% a little better than other peo-
ble, becauge we have done morc for
?élr relizion than other people? ls
i Possible that we have forgotten
& purposes for which we have
vome to these valleys, so far as o be
e@%}dy to rush into all manuner of
a‘:'l_andto commit deadly wrongs
agamst each other because of griev-
ees, real or imaginary, which we
‘l.llk we have suffered or are suf-
EIing at the hands of our brethren?
R 18 on this account that T have
‘P“‘ read in your hearing the
Yords of this prophet. Isay to you
- 4 servant of God, and in the name

the Yiord Jesus Christ, that the

A0 wlo proposes any such thing

Quarreling with his brother—
o ethet“or not he be justified in his
fu:n feelings by wrongs he has sut-
cred—-who proposes to commit vio-
conc? in defense of what he may

Dsider to be his rights. that man
B inf)t of Glod, and he has lost the
np it of Glod when he indulges in
OY such feeling; for that is mnot in
J*’Ulilng with the Gospel of the Lord
%8us Clirist, Blessed are the peace-
th CI8, mays the Son of God, for

e‘y shall be cailed—what? fools?
a(" the children of God. What
' 10001, Yes, that is the promise.
We“’e are stricken on the one cheek
n o2re taught to turn the other. 1f

JaaD takes away our coat at the
C‘lu‘a’]we are told to give him our
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had no meaning, or are they
intended fo teach us  these
principles, and have them carried
out practically in our lives?

Judge ye, Latter-day Saints, what
His intention was. You know by
your own experience that this is the
Spirit of Christ—that when you
submit to wrong and bear it patient-
Iy, a8 you have done in times past,
the blessing of God rests upon you.

The peace of heaven id in your

hearts, and you feel that God has |

accepted yoursacrifices.

If the streams of these mountains |
should dry up and the land be cov-]

ered with death, so to speak, to ali
vegetation, there is only one coulrse
we ean take that will be acceptuhle
in the sight of God, and that is, live
at peace witll one another—Ubear pa-
tiently the  dispensations  of
the providence of our God,
without murmuring, without guar-
reling and fault-finding, not seek-
ing to blame somebedy for that of
which God isthe cause. Of course
there miay be mismanagement
in these giftsa. There may be
wrongs connected with the admin-
istration of affhirs; therc may be
many things that should be correct-
ed; but let us go to and correct them
in the spirit of the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ; let us go to and
find out what the wrong js, il
wrong there be. If injustice Le
done in any direction let us ascer-
tain what Lhat injustice is, and, as
people of God, correct those wrongs.
There is one slgn which always ac-
companies the people of God, and
when thatis alsent we cease to be
the people of God—uniou, When-
ever the Latter-day Saints be-

come Jivided they cense to
be the -children of God. When-
ever you sec clashing, di-

vigion, and strife, and Saint ar-
rayed against Saiut, section againet
sectbion, locality againstloeality, you
may be sure that those who have
that spirit and 1uanifest that feeling
are not of God. 1 care not what
their professious may be or what
¢heir position in the Church niay be.
I eave not what their experience

may be if there be this spirit and

feeiing among us, depend upon it

that somethiug is very wronug and |

ther: is room for a radical change.
or the spirit, blessing. and power of
God will be withdrawn from us, and
His anger will be kindled against
us. 0

1 have felt very much stirved up
in my feelings concerning these
matters. I have seen and heagl
manifestations of late that have
made me sick &t heart. You
know it is nearly four and a half
years since we were compelled by
circumstances to withdraw from
mingling with the public—that is,
the Irirst Presidency of the Church
and & number of the Twelve Apos-
tles. The peaple during that time
have been left, to a great extent, to
themselves. and [ have been greatly
reminded of the parable of the gower.
A sower wenl forth to sow his seed,
but while he slept an enemy came
and sowed tares. After a while the
taves began to grow, and the sower
said, “An enemy bath done this, T

Were these merely sowed wheat, hut lo! I behold the
that | tares are growing up among it.”?
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I looked at my own meadows
when I went awuy. When I
came back I found them full of
weeds. These have grown and
gone to seed; they have prevalled
|ove1' the grass and lucern. There
had been no one sowing good
| seed, but the winds of heaven have
scattered the weeds until they hiave
filled the meadows. I therefore
found it necessary first thing this
spring to sow good seed to overpower
the weeds which had taken root
there.

Is it so with us? You must be the
judges. You must examine your-
selves and sece whether there have
been tares sown—whether there has
been aspirit engendered among the
Lafter-day Saints which is not of
God. Ifthe fruits of the spirit be
division and strife, a disposition to
guarrel and indulge in litigation, to
contend for rights, and fo get deadly
feelings in the heart because some-
body tramples nupon us or wrests
from us our rights, then you may
know that these fruits are not the
fruits of the Spirit of God. That
was not the spirit which the Saints
had in former times. When
they were robbed of their posses-
siops, though it was exceedingly
painful and they saw themselves
rendered houscless wanderers, they
received it with some degree of
nmeckness; they submitted to it as a
part of the providence of God.
Chey felt that God was watching
dgver them, and they were patient in
| thuir atflictions.

50 we should be today, no matter
what may occur. We are the only
people upon the face of the earth,
that I know of at least, who can trust
and have trusted the Lord to the
extent that we have. Wae can still
trust Him. He will not desert nor
forsake us, but He will test our
faith. If by withholding the rains
of heaven and the snow, by drying
up the fountalns of water He cau
test our faith, I do not know but
that is ag good a way as any of
doing so. It matters bt how we
are tested, if it only accomplishes
the end desired, proves us, and

ghows us where we stand. We
have been taught fo expect
that there will Dbe famiues and

pestilence, and woes, and ecalami-
ties, and affiictlons of varivus
kinds. This has been the burden of
the teaching of the Elders to us all
the tinie, and weshould be prepared
for these things, for the Lord hath
said the judgments shiall commence
at the house of God; and if they
begin there, where will the ungodly
appear?  We must be tested, but we
must not think that that test will
come in onedirection only. Do not
let us b deceived by imagining
this.

I spenlk about these things because
I think they ought to be dwell upon.
Some may think it unnecessary.
Perhaps it is; I hope it is; 1 lLope
there ia no necessity for any such
remarks o8 these; but lest there
should be | feel to make them and
to say to the Lalter-day BSaints
that you must be united if you desire
to be blessed of God. T would
tremble for the fate of this people
called Latter-day Saints if any other
spirit were to enter into their hearts.




