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therefore I1 sayaay all the latter day
wiltsgainte will have to be tested I1
thinkchink of it especially in these days
when water is so scarce when thereteIs scarcely enough our trees
alive much less to save our crops
I1 think that this is testing both
thoselose who have been tested by past
mtacts by prosecutions that have been
in and those who have not
theahe wholee land from northnorth toio ssouth
is sufferingng for want of water and I1
askak myself should this continue
foror another season or two how
would the latter day saints feel
would they bear it patiently and
without murmuring or would there
go90 up from all our settlements a
murmur that would be heard all
over the land faultfindingfault finding
reliligdg a contending for this element
80 necessary to life to the preserve
tiouon of the crops to the preservingof the improvements which have
beensen made at such immense toil
and expense

I1 hear of litigation threatened in
connection with parleysparley canyon
ill connection with the waters of
ti lake between the canals and
the citcity itilitigationgaaion in the north be

the ecanalanal companies with therooperhooper Canal with other canals and
thehe davis county canal men are
ready to go to law almost to fightI11 haveave heard it said that some have

en talked of taking their rifrifleslestoto
and their rights and I1 have
wed myself is it possible that

tinong latter day saints there canbee such and thisa spirit feeling as
among those who have come here
promeliaPrprofessingofelia ing to be the saints of god
ratherher inclined to boast of their
adelitauty to the truth rather iticinclinedlinedto0o do as I1 have done this afternoon

tellell about our past sufferings and
princes and holdhola ourselves up as
beingng a little better than other peo
pl because we have done more for
outour religion than other people Isit possible that we have forgotten
thelne purposes for which we have

to these valleys so far as to be
wv to rush into all manner of

evilv and to commit deadly wrongs
each other because of

0 realrea or imaginary which wethul we have suffered or are suf
g at the hands of our brethren

it is on this account that I1 have
w read in your hearing the

words of this prophet I1 say to you
na a tiervant of god and in the nameofqt the lord jesus christ that the

tt who proposes any such thing
46 quarreling with his brother
whetherther or not he be justified in hisoarl feelings by wrongs he has suf
ered who proposes to commit vio
bce in defense of what he may

raideroutsiderOusider to be his rights that man
git ot of Ggodd and he has lost the

of Ggodod wwhenhen he indulges inetyy such feeling for that is not in
with the gospel of the lordjesuss christ blessed are the peace

kers aagays8 the son of god forthey shall Cbe called what fools
binl the children of god what

11

if honoror yes that is the promise
we are stricken on the one cheek

anaalib taughtst to turn the other if
laS1811 takesaea away our coat at the

Ws Wearewe are told to give him our
ulsoalso were these merely

of the saviorbabior that

had no meaning or are they
intended to teach us these
principles and have them carried
out practically in our lives
judge ye latter day saints what
his intention was you know by
your own experience that this is the
spirit of christ that when you
submit to wrong and neardear it patient-
ly as you have done in times past
the blessing of god rests upon you
the peace of heaven is19 in your
hearts and you feel that god has
accepted your sacrifices

1iff the streams of these mountains
should dry up and the land be cov-
ered with death so to speak to all
vegetation there is only one course
we can take that will be acceptable
in the sight of god and that is live
at peace with one another bear pa-
tiently the dispensations of
the providence of our god
without murmuring without quar-
reling and faultfindingfault finding not seek-
ing to blame somebody for that of
which god is the cause of course
there may be mismanagement
in these gifts there may be
wrongs connected with the admin-
istration of affairs there may be
many things that shouldshould be correct-
ed but let us go to and correct them
in the spirit of the gospel of the
lord jesus christ let us go to and
find out what the wrong isIF if
wrong there be if injustice be
done in any direction let us ascer-
tain what that injustice is and as
people of god correct those wrongs
there is one sign which always ac-
companies the people of god and
when that is absent we cease to be
the people of god union when-
ever the latter day saints be-
come divided they cease to
be the children of god when-
ever you see clashing di-
vision and strife and saint ar-
rayed against saint section against
section locality against locality you
may be sure that those who have
that spirit and manifest that feeling
are not of god I1 care not what
their professions may be or what
their position in the church maymaybebe
I1 care not what their experience
may be if there be this spirit and
feeling among us depend upon it
that something is very wrong and
then is room for a radical change
or the spirit blessing and power of
god will be withdrawn from us and
his anger will be kindled against
us

I1 have felt very much stirred up
in my feelings concerning these
matters I1 have seen and headhavad
manifestations of late that have
made me sick at heart you
know it is nearly four and a half
years since we were compelled by
circumstances to withdraw from
mingling with the public that is
the first presidency of the church
and a number of the twelve apos-
tles the people during that time
have been left to a great extent to
themselves and I1 have been greatly
reminded of the parable of the
A went forth to sow his seed
but while he slept an enemy came
and sowedbowed tares after a vole the
tares began to grow and the
said an enemy hath done this I1
sowedbowed wheat but lol I1 behold the
tares are growing up among it

I1 looked at my own meadows
when I1 went away when I1
came back I1 found them full of
weeds these have grown and
gone to seed they have prevailed
over the grass and lucern there
had been no one sowing good
seed but the winds of heaven have
scattered the weeds until they have
filled the meadows I1 therefore
found it necessary first thing this
spring to sow good seed to overpower
the weeds which had taken root
there

Is it so with us you must be the
jjudges you must examine your-
selves and see whether there have
been tares sown whether there has
been a spirit engendered among the
latter day saints which is not of
god if the fruits of the spirit be
division and strife a disposition to
quarrel and indulge in litigation to
contend for rights and to get deadly
feelings in the heart because some-
body tramples upon us or wrests
from us our rights then you may
know that these fruits are not the
fruits of the spirit of god that
was not the spirit which the saints
had in former times when
they were robbed of their rinposses-
sions

e0
though it was elceeexceedinglygly

painful and they saw themselves
rendered houseless wanderers they
received it with some degree of
meekness they submitted to it as aahepart of ahe providence of god
they felt that god was watching
over them and they were patient in
their afflictions

so we should be today no matter
what may occur we are the only
people upon the face of the earth
that I1 know of at least who can trust
and have trusted the lord to the
extent that we have we can sunstill
trust him he will not desert nor
forsake us but he will test our
faith if by withholding the rains
of heaven and the snow by drying
up the founfountainstalus of water he can
test our faith I1 do not know but
that is as good a way as any of
doing so it matters riat how we
are tested if it only accomplishes
the end desired proves us and
shows us where we stand we
have been taught to expect
that there will be famines and
pestilence and woesboes and calami-
ties and afflictions of various
kinds this has been the burden of
the teaching of the elders to us all
the time and we should be prepared
for these things for the lord hath
said the judgments shall commence
at the house of god and if they
begin there where will the ungodly
appear we must be tested but we
must not think that that test will
come in one direction only donotdo not
let us be deceived by imagining
this

I1 speak about these things because
I1 think they ought to be dwelt upon
some may think it unnecessary
perhaps it is I1 hope it is I1 hope
there is no necessity for any such
remarks as these but letlest there
should be I1 feel to make them and
to sayeay to the latter day saints
that you must be united if you desire
to be blessed of god I1 would
tremble for the fate of this people
called latter day saintssainte if any other
spirit were to enter into their hearts


