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REMARKS

By Elder JOHN YAYLOR, Tabernaele, G. 8 L. |accomplishing our own well-being and bhappi-

b ... Chy, Oct. 25, 1863, _ Amess in relation to this world, and also in re-
—_— lation to that world which is to come.

The aivines, as they are called, of this world
are ignorant of this kind eof religion. They go
The remarks of br. Groo this morning has |to their acadamies and learn theology, or the
really been interesting. He has clearly ex- |science of divinity. Whatdoes it teachthem?
emplifi-d some of those things that pertain to | Does it teach them any'hing in relation to
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our temporal interests and associations wi'h | God simply than what is revealed in this old

each other, and to the every day duties, etc, |book the Bible? Nothing more. They will
which devolve upon us, It is generally the not even aceept the Book of Mormon, or any
case, as he has remarked, that we love to re- | other revelation that God has communicated
flect upon the glories and exaltation of the for the last eighteen hundred years. Then
Baints in 2 world to come, upon things that what do they know in regard to God? Tuey
are spiritual, as we term them, tothe trequent know nothing about him; and hence the iis-
pegleet of those things which are of a tempo-  cord, contention, strife and divisions that con-
ral nature, and with which we are more inti- tinunally exists. One man learus one thin
mately acquaited. : from the Bible, another man anothrr thing,

It is cust mary for men in the world from and there is confusion, strife, animosity,
which we have cathered out, to talk on Suu- biekering. secession and polewical espay up n
day about spiritual things, when they are polemical ersay, and every kind of dissatis-
dressed in their Sunday coats and at meeting, fac ion and disunion that ean exist in the
and thenon Monday to pack up their reli- world among those that are termed the fol-
gion with their Sunday clo hesintheir trunks, lowers of the meek and lowly Jesus. What
to have nothing more to do with it until next is the ma ter? Why, they are not in Se8-
Sunday. - I'his practice prevails more or less sion of the spirit of truth, but like the politi
in tha_rehgiouu world, where men are classified cian, doctor, la wyer, indeed like all other men
iato different orders; w ere a lawyer must be who are unwilling that Jesus Christ sball
& lawyer and nothing else; a doctor must at- reign they are seeking to get to heaven with-
tend to that business exclusively, and the out Ged. It is very singular, yet itis a fact.
lawyer and the doctor wust not meddle with The lawyer pleads law without God, the doc-

the duties of the minister of religion; for it is tor administers medicine without God, and the
considered to be the exclusive privilege of the

minister of religion to teach religion, and his
farctions are generally performe: on the
Sabath day in Lhe pulpit, where hie talks about
things which he supposes exists some where
beyond the bounds of time and space, about
which the people he is trying to ‘iustruct are
as ignorant as himself, It is not supposed
that a politician should necessarily know any-
thing about God «cr religion; it would be
ratber a draw back wupon the influence of a
Senator of the United States, a member of the
House of Commons, or of the House of Lo:ds
in England, or a member of the Chamber of
Deputies in France to be a praying, religious
man. Foritis supposed that religion has
pothing to do with the reguiations of national
affairs, but that they are regulated by the in-
telligence that men possess of a temporal
nature, by their knowledge of the posiiion of
the natien with which they are associated,
and their acquaintapce with other nations,
and their policy.

It is good for men to be taugh: in the
history and laws of nalione, to become ac-
quainted with the principles of justice and
eguity, with the nature of disease and the
medical properties of plants, ete, but there
ig no need of their being without the know-
ledge of God, for :n fact every branch of true
kunowledge known to man has originated in
God, and men have come in possession of it
from His word or from MHis works. O, the
folly of man in not acknowledging God in all
things, in laying aside God and His religion,
and trusting in their own judgment and intel-
ligence. All the intelligence which men
p:ssess on the earth, whelher religious,

sientific or political—proceeds from God—
every good and perfect gilt procceds from
H m, the fountain of light and truth, wherein
Liere is no variableness nor shadow of turn-
i1z. The knowledge of the human system
his proceeded from the human system itself,
which God has organized. Again. If you
trace the old English laws and the laws of
ancient nations, it will be geen that the prin-

them, are gathered from the Bible, the re-
vealed wilof God to the children of Israel,
for their government and guidancy, to a cer-
tain ex‘ent, in some of the , rinciples of law,
Justice.ani equily. Did knowledge of any

the parson wants to lead the people to heaven
without God. They are all sailing in thesame

boat,and they are all grouping in darkness and
confusion, theyare all ignorant of the great

laws of iife, ofthe principles which govern the
godsintheeternal worlds, and of the principl+s
that are caleulated to benefit and exalt the
humanfamiy intime or in eterni'y, oneis ig-
norant just thesawme as another in relation to
these things. I would just as scon take the
views of the infidel for my guidance to heaven,
as [ would those ol the divine, for one is as near
the truth as the other. In fact, the cavse of
the great amount of infidelity that isin the
world is the folly and nonsence of the so-
catled Christia 8. Tike Christian minister
tells the people to get prepared for death.
Who that understands himself cares for deatl,?
Fle who ia in possession of the principles of
life, who hasin hm the word of life, the
spirit of life, 'he spirit of intelligence that
flows from God; the Spirit of God has
commeneed to live forever, be is not group-
ing in the dark, he is not preparing to
lay his body down but to take it up again,
he is not preparing to lay in the gilent
tomb b.t to live among the gods, and to
obtain an exaltation in the celestial k'ng-
dom of God. He is seeking to be putin poa-
session of eternal life. and be knows when he
~who is our life ghall appear, we ghall appear
like unto Him in glory; he can say *O death
~where is thy sting, Ograve where isthy
victory. The sting of .death is ein, and the
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to
God who “giveth us the vietory through our
Lord Jesus Cbrist.”” He fee's as Job did-
“For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and
that He shall stani at the \atter day upon the
‘earth, And though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh sball I see

it thegywould” do this

more trouble? 1 thiuk not. 'rivers to the ends of the earth

.God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine

eyes shall bebold, and not another; though
‘'my reins be consumed within me.?”? We
‘might say much more in this strain but we
will pass on.

: | Phe political world have organized their what we are doing to secure tne favor of God,
ciples of jastice, which is the foundation of governments without God, and those wise and to fulfill our destiny upen the earth in a

‘men, of which we have spoken, have been

‘making laws without God to regnlate the Lord has commenced to accomplish His pur-
 afiairs of the human family, and they bave  poses, and to build up His kin

sown the seeds of death, and the principles of  will do it, for His desizns cannot be thwarted;

dissolutien, in their bo 'y polit ¢; hence God

knd that is in the world orizinate in mai? has said by the mouths of His holy prophetes,
0, Franklin possessed great information lorg ago, that their

relatinz to natural laws,be drew the light< troyed, that their thrones should be cast

ning from the clouds, but he could not have down, that empires shou'd be overthrown, andi
not been lightuing in that the powers of earth should be shaken. |

done that if there b ¢
the couds. He merely discovered a certain| Why sc? Because there is a worm gnawing

principle, and developed the action of & cer- | at the vitals of this

lain law that existed co-equal withthe earth.
Then how fcolish it is for men, under these
eircumstances, to lay eside God, an! think

tellizent without him.

This feeling savors much of the feelings
He

manifested by the o'd Babylonish king

_aveypowerful kingdom. Inlooking at the
city
gence, \wisdom, talent, and ¢ pability, and
forgot God, and exclaimed ““Is not this great
Babylon which I have built.” He felt him
seif a great man, a'd believed that the city
and empire over which he reigned owed the'r
existence to this poxer of bis mind, to his in-
telligence, to the soundness of his jidgment,
And to the action of his intellectual faculties
But the Lord gave himtosee that he was
like oth-r men, for He s'arted him off to feed
among the beasts of the fiel !, and he ate graes
like an ox, and his reason and Judgmen-, and
mtelligence and boastirg were brought down.
Tois great king learned that there was a God
in heaven who could reveal secrets, and mn-
ravel toh's servant Daniel bidden myst ries,
and develops H 8 great purpoges. This was
the kind of _religion Daniel h:d,tlis is the
kind we ‘ought to have; itis the relizion
which enters into all ratute; and is mixed np

which he had bullt te began to think
that he had done it by bis own power, intelli-

rations should be des- |
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like our God ths more we shall succeedin justice, and humble ourselves before God, and vious to those events we :pn’i of that wiil

ask for His, blessing, guidance and direction;

would there be much

I think the Lord manages such thingsin
every age just about as He did in the days of
Ninivi. We think they were a barbarous
peop’e at that time, yet they repented at the
warning of the prophet Jonah. The Lord
sent Jonah to tell them in thirty days Ninivi
should be destroyed. Jonab thought they
would not believe him and he wanted aot to
g0 with the warn ng, but finally he did warn
them, and they repented in sack cloth and
ashes, and the Lord turned away from them
the fierceness of his anger and preserved the
nation and the people for a long time after

g that in consequence of their repentn ce, and

acknowledgment of (God and of his word.

The fact of the matter is the pgople un ver-
eally, almost, have departed from God, have
violated His law, have trampled upon His
preeepts, and h«ve turned away from the pure
principles of righteousness. and co sequently
they have incurred the wrath of God,and He
i3 beginniag to pour out the vials of his wrath
upen them, and they feel it keenly, but they
o not know that it comes from Him; when
they lose a battle they blame. the General

commanding and rem v+ him to putin another
Genera', and 8o one =fter another is removed

because they cannot conguer their enemies,
and because their armies are driven before

1868.

[Noveusex 25,

rify, bappify and exalt, when the Lord
fﬁu rﬁle, anpd I{il dumilllﬂJIhIH bu fiom the

It seems to be very difficult for us to ac-
knowledge the Lord in all things, and vet we
are the ouly people who profess to do this; [
do not know of any other community that bas
begun to acknowledge God in their every day
affairs, or in the management of go ernments
and rations; for the world generally do not
admit of th- imterp-sition of the Almighty,
bu' consider themselves perfectly competent
to regulate their own affairs by their own
wisdom and in elligence. We are the only
people that make any approach to this, and
yet how feeble that approach is, how ditficult
it is for us to bring our jmin'e to yteld cbedis
ei.ee to the L rd our God, wecan hardly think
of it. - We like to talk about the glory and
the exaltation, and the happiness and tha
ble-sings that shall result from a certain
course, but we do not like to pursue that
course, we like our own way, and we like to
gratify our own feelings and desires. And
th'n we are in possegion of a great amount of
ignorance and folly; it seems difficult for the
best of us to contemplate God ant His dca
signs, and the majesty of His law and govern-
inent, and the principles by which we ought
to be governed in all our earthly affairs in
consequence of this ignorance. If in re igious
matters it is the best way te build up a good

them They do not know that Ged is behind house for those who are living in a bad one,
the scene governing and regulating, controll- and invite them cut of the bad house to taka
ing and managing Lhe affairs of the nation ac~ po session of the better one, how mueh more
cording 'e the counsel of Hi: wili: th ey do not jg this course neces ary in relation to tr mpor-
know that th-y themeselves and the nation al things, that we do not eon ider to belong to
with which they are associated is steeped in religion; [ speak afier the manner of men. and
iniquity, that they: bave departed from the ace rding te their phra=eology with regard to
living God, have forsaken Him the fountain temporal things. We talk of establishing a
of living waters, and have hewn out cisterns ' government, a Kingdom, a rule. and law that
that bold no water. They do not know that|will be according ‘o the principle of justice,
thediudgmentu of God are passing through the equity and rig/teousness and then we caleu-
lanc, and that pothing but the hand of God )ate in some sort of having a government that
con stay them ‘“And it shall be, as with the | chall be 8+If sustaining, that shall move plea«
people, so with the priest; as with, the ser-|sanily and harmoniously along, like the s'ars
vant, so with bis master; as with the maid, un{ that mo e in the firmament without clashing
with her mistre<s; as with the buyer, so with  or conflict, confusion or disorder. We talk
the seller; as with the lender,so with thelof baving among ourselves, through the in-
borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with spiration of the Almighty, prineiples of law,
the giver of usury to him Poe iand shall be justice and eqnity that will govern and regu-

utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the

Lord hath spoken this word.”” This applies
to all nations. Wh\? Because they are
managing and controlling and conductirg all
things without Ged.

' These things ought to be a warning to us.

iate and manage and control all «ffairs ac-
cording te the wisdom and dictation of tha
gpirll that is in the bosom of God, and accord-
ing to the light and the iuteiligence that
governs all creation.

We comfort our souls sometimes on rhe fu fill-
ment of the propheciesof God. Wesay Mor-
monism must be true because Joseph Smith
prophecied thus and so.concerning a division
of tb s nation, and that the calamities which
are now causing it to mourn should commence
in South Carolina., That is true, he did

prophecy that, and did foretell the events that

have since transpired, and did tell where the
commencement of those difficulties s!ould

—

We are looking for something of this kind,
yet we make but slow progress towards ac-
complishing it. We can only ob'ain correct
knowledge in relation to any of these things
from the Almighty, We canrot know how
to govern ourselves only by a portion of the
wisdom that dwells in the bosom of God; if
we do not possess that wisdom we may cis-
pair of ever accomp'ishing anything in re'a-
t'on to building up Hiskingdom, I feel as
Moses did when the Lord said “for I will no%

originate, Well, if this is true, are not other
things true. Ifit is true that the Lord has|
revealed a certain amount of truth in relation
o these matters, ia it not as true that te has
revealed other truths in which we are as in-
dividuals interested, in which we as a com-
munity are interested, and if it is true that

God hLas eommenced to deal with other!

nations as He is doing with this until war and
desola ion shall sp:ead through the earth, it
'is just as true tuat we ought tobe very careful

' manner which will meet His designs. The

gdom, and He

go up in the midst of thee, for thou art a stiff
necked peop'e, lest I consume thee in the
way.” “Aund he (Moser) said un'o him, it
thy presence go not with me, carry us not up.
hence.” Sosay I, if the Lord do not dictate
us we can do nothing of curselves, we cannot
accomplish the Empaueu of God or build up
His kirgdom on the earth, These are impor-
tant items, and there are mwany other small
matters associated with them th:t we are
trying to aim at, and one is to become selfe
gustaining, We need in the first place to be-
gin to know some of the common snd most
essential affairs of human life. " We nead to
know how to raise cattle, horses, sheep, hoga
etec. And then when we have raised them we
veed to know how 0 take care of them in the

!

will perform His great decrees whe'her all of | hest possible manner; and then again we
us or part of us, or none of us engage in the want to raise fam:jies, and need to know how
work—or are faithful in it or no*; thatto Him [to teach our childr:n in the 1+ws of \ife that
is.a matter of very little consequrnce, He hu\they may truly be the rgpresentatives of God

a certain work to accomplish, and that work
will be accomplished. |
A gredt amount of the work of the Lord is

on earth, and be enabled to take an active
Eart in the formation and organization of his
ingdom, Before we candothiswe have gotto.

. great human structure of going te accomplish 13 what is generally
\law and government, and the great po itical called tempor:l because it bolongs to th-

tree, whose branclies overshadow the earth

will fall, and great will be the fall of it. As :genemi direction of 2flairs among

that they ean progress, and be smart and in- | the religious ministers are trying to lead the thit are not now fallen under the ¢e:trol of
people to heaven without God, so kings, gov- Ethe Almighty, will have to be so changed and
ernors, presidents and rulers,are making laws | altered as to come under His entire co: trol,

and governing the people withont God, or|government and dictations in every respect,
had buiit & beautiful ecity, and had crganized

wi bout the spirit of wirdom and intellige ce
that flows from hiwm, and hence they are pre-
paring themselves for their own destruction
and overthrow. Some pecple are astonished
 that thedifficulties that are now transpiring in
the Upited States, and that are threatening
other nations should exist Itisnotastonishing
tothose who u-derstand the wickedness and
eorruption, missrule, tyranny, opression and
| departure from right that exists, and wbo
'kn ws thereis a just God in braven that goy-
‘ernsand controls, and manages the affairs of
all nations; they un 'erstand that theve is cer-
tain principles of law. of justice,of equity,
|'l.ru'h, righ'eonsness and retribution in relation
to those events that must transpire. Whatdiffi-
cuity would there bein these United Stat s
supposi' g the Lord should rule and dictate—
supposing his words shou'd be listened to, all
He would bhave todo wou'd be to whispera
few wor ‘s ia o the cars of some of the leadi' g
men No:th and South, ana they would at once
beat their swords inte plowshares and their
spears into pruninghooks, ete , and would say,

with all the affairs of life; it is connected
with all the wel'fare and happiness of us as
individuals, of our chil!ren, and of tl e worid,
it they could comp:ebend it. For the nearer
we can approach to onr Heavenly Father, the
wore we can obtain of that intellizgence which
cwellg in His Losom, and

why shou d we kill, massacre and lay waste?
Why should we desecrate and desolate go. fair
a country as this is? Why should we make
20 many widows and orphans? Why should
there be so many groans and tears, and misery
and desolation? Now let us take another

the wore we are |course, let us retrace our steps;, a-d meet out

last . days.

learn the lesson ourselves and try tounderstand
gsome of the commonest affairs of life We need
to know bow toraise wheat,and corn and pota-
toes and othier vegetables that are necessary
and convenient, and fruts of various kinds,
and we need to know how to take care of
them when we have produced 'hem, and pot
sGuander thrm. And when difficulties are
He has shown te his Prophets and peﬂplijgathering thick and dark around the mations
long ago, to a certain extent, what kind of a we need to know bow to deliver oursel.es
rule ard government He would have in the |from impending danger; we need to know how
He showed them that a time|to come to God who is over all, and whose
would come when every knee should bow, and | eye pen: trates inte the deepest recesses oftha
every tongue rhould confess unto the Lord, no hearts of men, whose spirit is going too and
matter whether they were Priests or people, fro in the earth and penetrates all things;
rulers or ruled, lawyers or doctors, no mtter ‘then we need to have faith to ask of Him the
what positien they beld in the world, vo Him things we need to sustain us as His people
every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall | and te build up His kingdom, and to deliver
corfess that He is the Lord of all to the glory ! us from thé power of the adversary and lead
of God the Father. Then hespoke of certain (us on in the paths of life. If the kings and
events that should transpire before that— princes of the earth have got to come and
when I say He, I mean the Lord speakirg gaze upon the glory of Zjon we must hava.
through all his Prophets that have prophe- some of that principle in ourselves that will
gied in relation to these eveuts. What do|attract the attention and admiration of sur-

rounding nations. If we do not put ourselves

they say? ¢ Beghold, the Lord maketh the
earth empty, and mak+th it waste, and turn- | in a way to get in possessicn of these princi-
ples how can we ever arrive at them? It i3

eth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the
impossible.

inhabitants thereof.”” “ And out of his mouth
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should| Speakingof tithing,we asa people acknow.
emite the nations, and, he shall rule them ledge that the law of tithinz emanates from
with @ rod of iron, and he treadeth the wive the Lord, thenhow igit that weneed talkirg to.
press of the fisrceness and wrath of Almigh- so mnech ia relation to it. I we are nor hon-
ty God, And he bath on hia vesture and on l“t with ourselves, and honeat with our God,
his thigh a name written, King of Kings and of what good to us are all our professions of
Lord of Lords.
overcumeth, “(and he shall rule them with a in Israel, of being clothed with the Holy
rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall Priesthood, of being Teachers of the ways of

they be brok-n to shivers;) even as I received life. The ancient Jews, the old Pharasees

earth: that is, the government, laws, and
the nations

Lur my father.”  All this wust take place pre- {with all their wickedness and cor:uption

It is a so said of him that being representatives of God, of being Elders




