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the week commencing oo the last
Mondsy of Bepltember, and the com-
affidavite uro to be de-
livered tothe cletk of the County court
on or before the eecond Mondsy io
The flling and bewring of
objectivus to the right to vote is left as

pleted llsts vn

October.

belore.

To comply with the lnw will require
ot least two and perbups more seesions

of the Commisslun in each year, only

the Joug wioter sesslons beloy rendersd

UOOECEEBALY.

Complaiot wes made before the Con-
gressional commitice that after the

Commission had suggested chunges In

the registration Jaw, the legislature vo.

acled n law to remedy the evils, whioh
was approved by the Commiseion and
still was vetoed hy the governor.

This is au locorrect staternent. The

Comin!ssion har not “approved?’ such
an eoactment.
to do.

the ocommlssion upom such
posed  legislstion, apd their opio-
ione us to the property of the pro-
posed reférme have been freely and
frankly expressed, but the acts when

passed have always contained fealures

whioh oouid oot be eodorsed by the
Commission,

The aet in guestion conlajped fea.
tures And provimons which seemed ob-
jectionable to the gover.or, who alone
has the power of approval or veto,
and it railed to receive his spproval.
With his ressons of falling to approve
the act the Commiseion hes notbing
to do, hut is satistied that tho Governor
pot only ucted coawscientiously in the
matter, and 1or what ho deomed to be
the hest interests of the people of the
Territory, but thut be was right 1o
withholdiog his approval.

POLYGAMY.

Prior to the last report 0f the Com-
mission the Presidect of the Mormoa
Church bad issued a manifesto on the
subject «f polygamy which was
claimed by the suthorities to have the
force and etfects of abolishing that
ipetitution. But because the Cocmmis.
sion pointed out the fact that it was
meruly ao advice to suspend the oper-
atlin of what the Church authorities
#till olaimed was a dJivioe law, and
presented facts which temded nt lesaat
to show that polygamy and ite kindred
offenses were still to some extent beirg
practived, it found iteelf at once the
subject of the most viclent denuncla-
tlons as retuilers of falsehoods.

The repurt was published in hut ooe
of the 3alt Lake papers on the G6th of
QOctober, 181, its Arst appearance fo
priot o Utsh. Oon that day the Gen-
ora) Cooference of the Church was in
session, and n committee was appoint-
ed and on the same duy presented the
following preamble aud resolutions:

These rtesolutions huve ulready been
published.

It by these resolutions and deplura-
tions they mean to say thut the Com-
miseion states falsely that it bus such
information, the reports are oun flle ia
the archives of the Commiesion.
they mean that these sworn oflicers of
the governmeat report faleely, it may
be auswered that thess officers live in
annd are familiar with the precioots,
make the house-to-house canvass for

registration, nod caanoct possibly have
an Interest in reporting apythiog but
and that oommon rumor

the faots,
abundantly corroborates their reports.

It bas no nuthority so
Advice has more thano cooe
been asked of judividunl members of
pro-

it
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Depisls ang dJenunocistions prove
oothiny. Both bave been resorted to
by the Church authorities for many
years. They deunled the exisience of
polygamy when it did exist, nod only
ceased to deny when it could no longer
be hiddeo.

The Utah Commission has, and can
huve, oothlog to gein by Inveoticg
and partating falssbhoods, or pervert-
Jog the truth. It aims to ‘‘set nougiit
dowt ln malicé, and wnaught exteoo-
ate.” -

How loog wae it belore the formula-
tion of the offendlog report that Pro-
fessor Talmuge, principal of the Latter-
day Balats’ College, a school where
both sexes are taught. testified under
nath ip the United States district comrt
at 8ait Lake as follows:

“Ve teach that we bave a right to obey
all the revelutions of God. 1believe that
the rovelation in regard to plural mar-
riagos is from God, nud believe that if
the Constitution was properly adaolinis-
tered, the law against plural marriage
would never bave been passed. I think
Congresa overstepped ita authority in
pasaing that law. * ¢ % We teaci
pupils that the revelation in regard to
nelestinl marriage is from God, and that
it ia their duty to obey. All plurml mat-
riages are celestinl, but all colustial mar-
riages are oot plural.”

The revelation oo pluraj marricge
has oot been expunged from the Book
of Duotrinee and Covepants, nor have
the countless arguments in its favor
been withdrawn from the hands of the
people or their teachers. What svaila
It thento say the dootrine jg not taught?
Since the report of 1891 was mude sonme
\of the highest authorities in the Mor.
mon Church have heen oslled upon to
testily in the Uaited Btates Distriet
Court in what s known uas **the Church
Escheat Cupes,??

Here ia glven the testimony of
Presidents Woodruff, Cuanpon and
B8mith and Apostle Lorenzo Boow  be-
fore the Musier in Chancery lo the
Church cases.

The foregoing is not a slatemeut
made by the Commission. [t s the
sworo siatement of the beliefs and teach-
ings of the highest digonltaries of the
Mormoan Churcli two wesks after they
placed before the General Couference
of their Church and had unanimously
adoptet  their denunciation of the
Utuh Commission as lisrs, because it
pald io ita report that they believed and
taught that dootrine.
| Z§1t ie the tertimouy of the three digai.
taries who affixed thelr npames o the
“Deoclaration of the First Presidenoy,??
seylog of the Commission’s report:
“jt is utterly without foundation in
truth.”? -

It may be added that this Joseph F.
Bmith who »spoke so certainly upon
this aubject had

NOT BEEN VISIBLE
in the Territory for nearly eight years
until the meeting of that confetence.
During that time he had been a fugl-
tive from justice, in hiding on “the
uaderground,” evading the otficers of
the law, aund upon his full contession
that he had been guilty of the prac-
tice of this very doctrine, and his
enrnest appeanl for clemency, and
golemao promise to obey the law ino
the future, had just réceived the par-
don from the Exeoutlve which per-
mitted him to be present :and attaok
and deoounoce as fujsifiers representa-
tives of the governmenl who hud

——
been onthe ground from six |
months of every ywoar of
years duriog which he wuy
uod in hidiog 1o other party
world.

’ 'I‘l.wi Utsh Cummission
uttention to the {act, which
no cause for regret, hut ruttgte:a;mma
thing to be gratifled with, that lOme-
three of the public and ofticip) l; i
tlons of the church which maflf R
ohange of front &8 ta the here;sf ita
cardinal doctrine of its oreed,the e
the Commirelon are given "B'the setsing
for their promuigation. The 00:“"“
plon coosidera this faot eireg rermm‘
dence than it could elsquem"‘uddevi'
tu prove that the work it was ¢ que
upon to perform has been “"Ullu log
thoroughiy done. bng

The Commission ocredity
wlth allthat can rensonably
for it from the ofoial dg
hes promulgated.

Much oredit has been
the Mormon Churoh agd
their ghange of front on th
polygamy and their assep
submission apd obedienge
of the general governmep
found revereuce for the ruj;
coutts of the country, In Lllifsg;oor the
tion it may Dot be unprofitaple ¢, iy -
certaln facts which may ey ll"]ls(-.all
potent influsoce fo produgj Ad a
chuoge of froat. Og that

It Js a matter of history thgt
ssn of their peculjur bp e
N Practices they

DRIVEN FEUM OHIO, MIsg
Wh t‘h iILLt.[tahtlIom'

&0 Lhey migra to the

they were left Lo themselv“n}?un[;t?é““
w 1862, and there opealy- eutabliok o
nou pructised polygamy,not theg made
a crime by statute, but » practlue |
violation of the common [y ol'bethg
country, and of the sen

civilized world. o limeut of the

1862 i
csme uunder the bun of ‘heg:'f;lﬂ?:t:
of the mation, by the epactment
of what ls known as the Poland iaw

]

but these people openly. de
that Inw at ouught, uufl t.hﬁee doo?xtrlg ::::
twenty years found it impossible to en-
force it or to punish for its viplaton. b
reason of the ubited aotion of thef-ooy_
ple in preventiog the execution of the
laws nod prooest of the courig

The country demanded ’

MORE BTRINGENT Lawsg,
and the Edmunds law wpag

0 eight

tugitive
of the

Would o)

the churgh
be clnimed
Olarutions i

Rssumed |

People fop
® Hubjecy o p
ted Willing
to tho !uwa
t, aod pro.

URI AND

Has
1882, giving the courts more guwz‘: nld'{
dlog the peoalty of d‘“frﬂﬂchisem:aug,

and authorizing the appoi H
the Ttuh Commiualou,pm:;:];g:w::
are limited to the provieions of one
small eection of the law. 'The courta
were busy, and became able to make
their power felt, and the work of the
Commission was progressing, but both
were always counfronted with the
upited and determioed opposition of
the Mormon peopls acling under
shrewd and sble leanders, The people
of the country were impatient st the
slow progress made, aod furthep
leygivlation was bad in what {8 knowg
na  the Xdmuods-Tucker Jaw of
1887. which streogthened some of the
weak poiots of the former Inw,

The oppositiod was still active, unit-
od and determined. Hundreds and
perhaps thousandr were oonvicted and
went to the penitentiary ns pguovicta
rather than pubmit to the Jaw., Thou-
pands submitted to be deprived of

the Oight.'
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