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the week commencing on the last
monday of september and the com-
pleted lists and affidavits are to be de-
livered to the clerk of the county court
on or before the second monday in
october the filing and hearing of
objections to the right to vote lain left as
before

to comply with the law will require
at least two and perhaps more sessions
of the commission in each year only
the long winter sessions being rendered
unnecessary

complaint waswaa made before the con-
gressionalgress lonal committee that after the
commission had suggested changes in
the registration law the legislature oneo

a law to remedy the evils which
was approved by the commission and
still was vetoed by the governor

this is an incorrect statement the
commission has not approved such
an enactment it has no authority so
to do advice hasbas more than once
been asked of itiindividualdividu al members of
the commission upon such pro-
posed legislation and their opin-
ions as to the property of the pro
posed reforms have been freely and
frankly expressed but the acts when
passed have always contained features
which could not be endorsed by the
commission

the act in question contained teafog
tures and provisions which seemed ob-
jectionable to the boverigovernoror who alone
has the power of approval or veto
andad it failed to receive his approval
with his reasons of failing to approve
the act the commission has nothing
to do but is satisfied that the governor
not only acted conscientiously in atie
matter and lorfor what he deemed to be
the best interests of the people of the
territory but that be was right in
withholding his approval

POLYGAMY
prior to the last report of the cornCOM

mission the presidentpresided of the mormon
church had issued a manifesto on the
subject of polygamy which was
claimed by the authorities to have the
force and effects of abolishing that
institution but because the commis-
sion pointed out the fact that it was
merely an advice to suspend the oper-
atic n of what the church authorities
sill claimed was a divine law and
presented facts which tended at least
to show that polygamy and its kindred
offenses were still to some extent bebearging
practiced it found itself at once the
subject of the most violent denuncia-
tions as retailers of falsehoods

the report was published in but one
of the salt lake papers on the ath of
october its first appearance itin
print in utah on that day the gen-
eral conference of the church was in
session and a committee was appoint-
ed and on the same day presented the
following preamble and resolutions

these resolutions have already been
published

if by these resolutions and deadeclara-
tions

lars
they mean to say that the com-

mission states falsely that it has such
information the reports are on file in
the archives of the commission it
they mean that these sworn officers of
the government report falsely it may
be answered thasthac these officers live in
and are familiar with the precincts
make the house to house canvass forfoi
registration and cannot possiblypo sibly have
an interest in reporting anything but
the facts and that common
abundantly corroborates their reports

denials and denunciations prove
nothing both have been resorted to
by the churchchurch authorities for many
years they denied the existence of
polygamy when it did exist and only
ceased to deny when it could no longer
be hidden

the utah commission has and can
have nothing to gain by inventing
and narrating falsehoods or pervert
ing the truth it aims to set naughtchught
down in malice and naught extenu-
ate 21

how long was it before the formula-
tion of the Offoffending report that pro-
fessor talmage principal of the letterlatter
day saints college a school where
both sexes are taught testified under
oath in the united states district court
at salt lake as follows

we teach that we have a right to obey
all the revelations of god I1believe that
the revelation in regard to plural mar-
riages isin mom god and believe that if
the constitution was properly adminis-
tered the laW against plural marriagemarr iage
would never have been passed I1 think
congress oversteppedoverstepped its authority in
passing that law we teach
pupils that the revelation in regard to
celestial marriage is from god and that
it is their duty to obey all plural mar-
riages

mar-
riage are celestial but all celestial mar-
riages are not plural

the revelation on plural marriage
has not been expunged from the book
of doctrines and covenants nor have
the countless arguments in its favor
been withdrawn from the handsbands of the
people or their teachers what avails
it chento say the doctrine is not taught
since the report of 1891 was made some
of the highest authorities in the mor-
mon church have been called upon to
testify in the united states district
court in chatis known as
ei cheat cases

here is given the testimony of
presidents woodruff canponcannon and
smith and apostle lorenzo snow be-
forefor the master in chancery in the
church oasescases

the foregoing is not a statement
made by the commission it isin the
sworn statement of the beliefs and teach-
ings of the highest dignitaries of the
mormon church two weeks after they
placed before the general conference
of their church and had unanimously
aiadoptedopted their denunciation of the
utah commission as liars because it
said in its report that they believed and
taught that doctrine
ait isin the boftestimony of the three digni-
taries who affixed their names to the
declaration of the first presidency

saying of the commissions report
jitit tois utterly without foliofoundation ini
truth

it may be added that this joseph F
smith who spoke so certainly upon

I1 this subject had
NOT BEEN VISIBLE

in the territory for nearly eight years
until the meeting of that conference
during that time he had been a fugi-
tive from justice in hidingbiding on the
underground 22 evading the officers of
the law and upon his full confession
that he bad been guilty of ththe prac-
tice of this very doctrine and his
earnest appeal for clemency and
solemn promise to obey the law in
the future had lustlust received the par-
don from the executive which per-
mitted him to be present and attack
and denounce as falsifiers representa-
tives of the government who had

been oriOB the ground from six to eightof every ofyear theyears during which he was a fugitive
eight

in hiding in other parts of the1Iworld w
the utah Cumcommissionmission would nrattention to the fact which it estehraate

call
no cause for regret but ratherthingthina to be gratified with that botneann

in
e

three of the public and official deaigions of the church which markchange of front as to thetha heretofore
it1

card inal doctrine of its credi the actthe commission are given ell the of
foror their promulgation thethesscolum

reason
sion considers this fact stronger a
denoedance than it could elsewhere addingeviw

addaeto prove that the work it was asks
upon to perform has been beulwe

callea
ancthoroughly done

the commission credits the chu rwith all that can reasonably be olifor it from the official deC
has promulgated naua it

much credit has been assumed hthe mormon church and by
peoplebeomtheir change of front on the fo 1e
subjectpolygamy and their asserted of0

submission and obedience to thetheilalawsSr
of the general government and nrfound reverence for the pro

nira ofnfcourts of the country in this connthe
tion it may not be unprofitable connee

to rercertain facts which may have had1
al

potent influence in taji
changeconge of front

producingS fht

it isIB matter ofa history that bybv rson of their peculiar
were

practicedpractice theahwwy

DRIVEN FROM OHIO I1 AND0 IlLINOIB
when they migrated to the MaOmountain81they were left to themselves from 1847to 1862 and there openly
andana practisedpracticed then naadimaa crime by statute but a4 haviolation of the common law of ahncountry and of the of thethacivilized world in 1862 the practiceoticepraunder the bbancame of the penal lawslawof the nation by theth e enactenactmentmeS
of what is known anai the poland towlawbut these people openly dolleddefied mindand setbetthat law at naught and the courts torfortwenty years found it impossible to onaforce it or to punish toforr its violation bybreason of the uunitedui ted action of thethadeopee
ale in preventing the axeexecutionCatlon 0oathkf thelaws and process of the courtsthe country demanded

MORE STRINGENT LAWS
and the edmunds law was passed in

1882 giving the courts more
ding the penalty of
and authorizing the appointment orof i
the utah commissionscommission whose 1

are limited to the provisions of oneon N1
small section of the law the courtswere busy and became able to maketheir power felt and the work of thethcommission was progressing but bottboth
were always confronted with theunited and determined opposition of
the mormon people acting undershrewd and able leaders the leopla
of the country were impatient at thslow progress made and furthalegislation was had in what is kiowa
as the edmunds tucker law orof
1887 which strengthened some of the
weak points of the former law

the opposition was still active
edad and deLdetermined hundreds aand
perhaps thouthousandssandi were convicted aand
went to the penitentiary as
rather than submit to the law thou-
sands submitted to be deprived of


