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I1 FEEL to bear myroy testimony my
brethren and sisters to the doc-
trines and principles of the holy
gospel of our lord and savior jesus
christ which wowe read in the
scriptures is the power of god
unto salvation to all who believe
and obey thetho same it has been
stated here that we arearc a peculiar
people and that we have a mission
to perform on the earth this is
true our father in heaven has a
work to perform on the earth and
we have been called to be co work
ersera with him in bringing to pass
his purposes among the children of
men this is a blessed privilege
for us if his purposes could have
been advanced and established
upon the earth without his having
revealed himself wowe would not
have been called and the angel
would not have come and restored
the everlasting gospel in our day
we may gopo tarterfarther back and say
that ifit it would have been as well
for us to remain with our Fatherfather in
the spirit world and not to come
forth into this world to pass
through the ordeals which awaltawait
us we should not have been sent
but wowe have been sent for a pur-
pose and that purpose is thauthai we
may accomplish the full measureme asure
of our creation which we could not
do without an earthly probation
this was necessary to our advance-
ment as intelligent beings and
for the progress of the kingdom and
glory otof god we had a pre exis
tence in the spirit world and we
kept our first estate there or wowe
should not have been privileged to
commandcomecomo and take bodies and byIY jiv-
ing according to the principles of
the holy gospel prepare ourselves
for salvation and exaltation and to
return again into the presence of
our father and partake of his 9glorylory
in this connection come in11 tilethe
principles of redemption and of tilethe
resurrection through the power of
which our bodies and spirits after
heythey have passed the ordeal of
dathdeath will be reunitedre united and clothed
with immortality and endowed
with eternal life I1 sayay if it would
have bednasbeenbeon as well for us to remain in
the spirit world we should nonovnotb have
been sent forth to be tested with
the misery woe sorrow borrup
eions evils and death so prevalent
on earth but it was in kindness to
us his children that our father
bensensenttustous to this earth that demaywe may
show whether we will be faithful
in all respects to the principles of
truth and righteousness and to the
commandments of bod when in the
midst of evil all the require-
ments of our father condconduceuce I1to0 the
blessing and benefitbenebone tiltic of those who
observe them while they live here
as well as ensuring to them the
blessings at the end of the race

tilethe luordluond our bod never did and
lie never will reveal a principle
give a commandment or make a

of his children on the
earth but what if it is carried out
will prove a blessing to every one
for it will enable us to work out our
salvation and exaltation by estab-
lishing the principles of truth vir-
tue and honor upon tilethe earth iidildandrid
these principles in the very nature
of things must purify and elevate
those who live and govern their
actions by them these are the
only principles which will endure
and stand for ever while that
which is of an opposite character
will pass away herein is the
warfare in which we are engaged
and fabich we shall continue to
wage as long as we live on the
earth for the evil one is ready if
we will listen to him to lead us
astray and to cause us to make
shipwreck efof our most holy faith
he will causocause light to appear as
darkness and darkness as light
and he will lead us down to destruc-
tion ifit we are not continually on
our guard against his wiles and
suggestions but if wowe observe thotile
principles of the gospel and the
commandments of the lord our
god they will bring us peace in the
life that now is as well as in that
which is to come some people
seem to think that the pursuits so
prevalentalent in the world are all that
are worth living for and that they
will nindfind joy and happiness there-
in but such pleasures are neither
solid nor lasting and there is noth-
ing that can be considered real
genuine joy and pleasure within
tho bach of the human family j butb ut

what is to be found within the pur-
view of the everlasting gospel
the gospel makes men and women
free freetree from singin the greatest of
all tyrants and there is no greater
slave on thethe earth than the man
who iais under the control of his own
passions and who is subject to the
dictation of the spirit of evil which
is so prevalent in the world the
acts of all such persons bring their
own punishmentand it is swift and
certain while those who are con-
trolled by the principles of the
gospel have a joy and peace under
whatever circumstances in life they
may be placed which the world
knows nothing of and which it
can neither give nor take away for
they have an inward consciousness
that their course secures to them
the confidence of the lord our god

we are placed here on the earth
that we may be tested we are
very independent beings we havuhave
our agency and can choose the
road to life or the road to death
just as we please if we would se-
cure eternal ilfelife we shall have to
take a course to command jhb con-
fidence of our father in heaven
and to accomplish this we must
not be weary in well doing for ifit is
said that only they who endure
will receive the reward endure
what why the trials tempta-
tions and difficulties that we may
have to encounter in the path
which the gospel marks out our
path as followers of the savior is
besetleset with evil on every side and
with influences which if yielded
to willbring us underunder ttethethe power of
the oppressor they may seem al-
luring to a greater or less extent
and so they are for the power of
evil has great influence in the
earth the wealth of the earth has
lonionlongiong been controledby the epiloneevevililoneone
andeeand he has bestowed it upon whom-
soever lieho has seen fit perhaps
this has been ordered so in the
economy of our father forthefor the bene-
fit of his children we must learn
to trust in god As was said here
this morninginarnin wowe must ilvolive by
faith what is a manmangoldgoogoodd fofor whoiwho
justasjust as soon as an obstacle prepresentsengg
itself before him flies the track
and says 1I will have no more to
do with this or with that it is
true it purports to come from our
father in heaven but I1 can not see
the benefit that will accrue to me
in observing it and I1 will seize
that which offers present benefit
regardless of the consequences
that man proves to all that helie is
not worthy to receive eternal riches
A latter day saint should live so
that he can bear thith s scrutinizing
eye of the almighty in secret aasi
well as in public this should be
his course all the days of his life
then when the day comes in which
the wicked will call upon the rocks
to hidebide them from the face of the
lord liehe will rejoice in meeting liishis
father and will join in rendering
praise and thanksgiving to hi
name for the privilege 0of again be
holding him this will be the idtlot
of the righteous those who have
served god in their actions as well
as with their lips but sad indeed
will be the fate of those
been hypocritical who have pro-
fessed with their lips but have not
possessed in their hearts they
will dread to meet the face of ththe
lord they shave a certain fearful
looking for of thetho fiery indignation0of the father

now it is true that while in the
flesh we are subjected to many
trials and temptations but we are
not like those without hope the
apostleapostc says wowe are susubjectedacted in
hope in hopellope of what latter
daday saints who faithfully live their
religion have the hope ofa glorgiorgloriousloiis
resurrection and eeternal life I1it is
part of the experience of latter day
saints to bobe subjected to trial in
some things perhaps more than the
wicked that they may gain the as
tendency over their own passions
and all the evilevils which beset them
our passions are given us for rta good
and wise purpose they unilunderlieerhoerno
our existence they alyousglyegive us nerve
and energy and power to execute
and carry out but they are not
given to bobe our masters choso
heaven given gifts reason and in-
tellecttellect should reign and bring pas-
sion into complete subjection and
they will do so if inspired and di-
rected bythebythoby the spirit of god

we have been gathered from the
nations of ahethe earth that we may
be taught the ways of the lord it
was remarked here this morning
that there was need of a reforma-
tion in the world if it were not so
the lord would not have under-
taken italdit andaud things would hayohave
been permitted to go along as usual
but theford sawcawthothothe necessity forfornforah
chchangeangeinge all had departed from tho

rotpath11 of life the authority of thetottithilj3 priesthood hadbad been taken
back into the heavens for a wise
purpose and also forthefor the advantage
of the children of men upon tilethe
earth better for themtherntoto be with-
out it than to possess and dotpot to
obeyobeslits high behbehestestssj but when the
set time was comocome ierforlor the lord to
establish his kingdom liehe again
sent forth the gospel to the children
of men knowing that it would find
many honest hearted people who
would be willing to receive in-
structionst from heaven and stand
in the day of his power the gos-
pel is to go forth to all nations and
tongues on tilethe earth that all may
have allan opportunity of being co-
workers with god in establishing
his kingdom on the earth which is
destined to baand for ever and to
absorb all other kingdoms this iis
inevitable and will come to passpasq in
the lords own due time 1theI he el-
ders of israel nrcarc going to the na-
tions and gathering thetile
honest in heart and through them
the lord is revealing his purposes
to the children of men and the in-
stitutions of high heaven

this is the mission of the latter
day saints and every one of them
who is faithful to his calling is a
coworkerco worker with the lord in the
establishment of his purposes and
hebe will find his reward here and
hereafter Is it not glorious to know
that we are engaged with our
father and god and with holy
beings who have gone behind the
vall in carcarryingcryingI1 onon this great re-
formation which the lord liashas com-
menced on the earth I1 say it
will never be confounded never
no never the principles of thelaritholy gospel will jastlast for ever and
they will exalt allail whose lives and
actions are controlled thereby and
who will live by every word which
proceeds from the mouth of god
suchtsuch persons will never bobe prevail-
ed against in time and in eternity
there is nothing surer than this
because this gospel will go
on from conquering to con-
quer until all nations kindredskindred8
tongues and people will come undunderr
the sceptre of immanuel and every
knee shall bow and everyevers tongue
confess that jesus is the christ Lalvilal
will work out its own overthrow
the wicked will prey upon each
other to their own greydestruction nd
in the lords own due time the
earth will bobe rid of evil doers
whereas those who are based upon
the rockhook of ages will endure oonfoe
ever this is just aias natural as any
principle of philosophy that exists
and it is bound to come to pass
our father has passed through
these ordeals and has trodden the
paths we are treading he kept
his second estate and has attained
to his exaltation we have the
privilege of following in his foot-
steps it has been revealed lioun
day who aveasewe are and the relation-
ship we hold to god wowe have
learned that god is our father and
that we are his children oonabond II11aidefideda
his children not inin a spiritualual
sense alone but when we say our
father who art in heaven we
mean just what we say

we have not only learned who
we are but the purpose of our cre-
ation and our future destiny I1
have not given myself a great deal
of uneasiness about the fluture I1
have felt ththat if I1 could act my
part properly as 1I pass along through
life whether I1 attained to an thing
hereafter or not I1 should be con-
tent the peace and happiness
which I1 have day by day in my in-
most soul is its own reward and I1
have long been satisfied that there
is nothing worth having outside
the purview of the holy gospel and
the peace satisfaction and joy
which it brings me I1 would not ex-
change for all that this world can
bestow As for the future I1 am
satissatisfiednnedfled that it will bobe altogether
satisfactory and will bring all that
I1 can ask for and moie than I1 can
now comprehend if my course day
by daylay now is what it should be
I1 havohave no fears that my exaltation
will not bobe asits full and complete as
I1 shail be capacitated to enjoy and
whether it is or not I1 havo an in-
ward through taking thistilis
courso that of itself js a continual
feastfeut which sustains and buoys me
Uup under every difficulty and obsta-
clec I1 which presents itself before me

I1 think this should bobe attraction
anoenoughugh to antico cveryevery son and
daughter of adam I1 think that
the children of our father cancall not
afford to throw awayseway these bles-
sings I1 think that we cannotcan not amordafford
to take thetilo name of god in vain
wowe can not allard to drown our
reason in ardent spirits we can
nt accordafford to sin agagainst god andrid to
violate his commandments these

practices cost too much no man
or womanToman can afford to walk in the
paths that lead to death they are
beset with misery envy jealousy
and with everything that produces
discomfort and at the end thereof
death anuand misery boulboth before and
after death saidbaid jestisJesu fearfoar not
him who hashag power only to destroy
this body but fear him who can
cast both soul and body into hell
let us taketalle the course then that
will savecave us lierohere andawl hereafter
let the body go if necessary it it
intervenes between us and the falthfaith
of the holy gospel and our d uty t0
god if we are brought into a4 posi-
tion in which thothe ilfelife of the body
imperilsImperils our falthfaith in the gospegospeliletlietletiet
the body go cheerfully and willing-
ly we should pour out our blood
as freely as the water that runs
rather than violate our fidelity to
the principles of eternal life or our
most holy covenants bedolebefore the
lord or rather than deny the word
after having tasted the powers of
the world to come to know god
and jesus whom he hashag sent is eter-
nal lifeilfeliflandandretherand rather than deny them
and turn again to the things 0off the
world like a sow that is washed to
her wallowing inin tbthemirethomireemireomire leleclef this
poor body go it will go soonsooneeexorezoror
later anyhow and we should es
teemleem itait a privilege to layjay down our
lives in defence of the principle
the everlasting gospel we should
not rashly run into danger but we
should takotake a wise coursecourso and at
any cost determine to tiserise above
the evils that are in ththee world and
be faithful to the truth holding on
to the iron rod without shervinswerving to
the right hand or to the left andand
if there iamois no other alternative ra
ther thanthau swerve letleb the body go
irwillit will be a happy exchange and
viewe will receive it again crowned
with glory immortality anandd eternal
life

now latter day saints are you
willing to do this oliOH yes hun-
dreds and thousands wouldifdlf neces-
sary walkup to the cannons mouth
in defence of theane truth and prierpriest-
hood who will not live thetheirir reli-
gion Stichsuch persons wiwillhi suffer loss
if they afeare not caiecayecarefulfuiful we cannot
tanfordafford to negneglectlectleet our duties we
want to attain to

i
celestial glory we

do not feel as though we could be
satissaIlssatisfiedniedfied with anything short of
that no latter day saint who
has ever reflected upon these things
feels that he can be satisfied short
of celestial glory we could not be
satisfied with a nor evencrea
gitlia a terrterrestrialerrestestialfallal glory we wantvant to
attain to the highest of all we
have set outbut for that it is tho goal
for wwhichaich we are bound and we
feel short 0of that will
satisfy us howrow many will cocomeme
short of it I1 do not know but I1
knowkrilow that in order to attain to it
wowe must be careful lo10 observe all
the duties which are incumbent
upon us we have no promise of
that glory unless we do the re-
velationsvelations of the lord through his
servant joseph tell us that whoso-
ever can not abide aac celestialcolestia1 law
will not inherit themhd glory of the ce-
lestial killkingdomdom there arearb many
called latterlayter day rafilsaintsts whowha arearc

to obtain their endow-
ments washings seaildealingssea lings and an
intings and baptisms for them
selvesdelves and their dead and who
would think they were deprived
of very great blesssings itif they
could not have these privileges and
yet they act as though if they could
only snatch these blessings from
the hands of the servants of the
lord they would be all right and
they could do in other reresrespects9

just as they please they could
neglect to pay their tithing and the
observance of the commands of
the lord generally and walk after
their own vain imaginations all the
days of their lives what a fatal
mistake is here by your own

shall be judged whether
they be good or evil A man may
attain to all these ordinances he
may keep his vathyath hidden in in-
iquity for a season but the time
will come when every evil doer
will stand before the lord in his
own naked deformity he will bobe
stripped of hishia hypocrisy and sub-
terfuge of lies thothe gigantic su-
perstructureperstructure of satan that hasbas so
long wielded intinfluenceluence in the earth
will be swept away and in that
day all who stand willivill do so by
their own virtue and integrity no
man can amordafford to do an evil act
if it is unseen by his fellows he
himself knows it and the oordlord
knows it and that is two
too many two witnesses to estab-
lish his guilt and he can not doddodedodgec
it it will bobe known as it were 0on
klekicthe housetops therethereforeforb brethren
and sisters let us be biligdiligententinin anilall
thingsr even in nionie

ed the small things though therothere
are no small things connected with
our duties and callings as saints
wowe can not atfordafford to live without
paying our tithing because it is a
law of heaven one of the require-
ments the lord has made at our
hands for our own benefit covet-
ousness is idolatry wo cannot af-
ford to have anything intervening
between jususandand the lordloril 0ouru r godgoa
we must servoserve the lordlorl with a
perfect heart and a willing mindperfecttff weare so covetous that we can-
not pay our tithing there is an ob-
stacle in the way and ue have be-
come lukewarm and indifferenterent
in the cause of god it is
no matter hovhow poor we mayapay
be if we have ever done any-
thing in the lineiane of our duty in
the kingdom god it has brought
with it peace and salvation Wwe
are never sorry for it afterwards un-
lesslessyewe turn away from the truth
if we neglect any duty tithing or
any other we feelfeet under condem-
nation 0ao20o matter how poor wowe
may be we should pay our tithing
if we have to receive it back again
at hethe hands of the bishops it is a
blessing and a benefit to us As
joseph F smith remarked at
tooelethoele that poor widow who pays
her tithing will receive from one
to five hundredfold she is sure to
do it and ao0 o with every individual

but it is not the poor as a gener-
al thing who neglect their tithing
it is oftener the wealthy than tilethe
poor the mailmaiiman who has ahundredbundred
dollars can give his ten

iif heliasbeliashe has
only ten he can give one eaeasiereaslersier than
another man can give ten if he
has ten thousand it is harder for
him toive ai choulthousandcland and the
more hhee has the more difficult it is
for him to pay his tithing it has
always been so I1 apprehend any-
how it is so at the present time
we can not afford this if we ex-
pect to attain to celetcelestialiallal glory we
mut abide the law of the celestial
kingdom there is no obstacle in
our path thatwe can not overcome
if we are determined the lord will
help us he does and has done so
all the time and he will continue
to do so

how many timeslimes have we leenbeen
beneberie fitted by purspursuinghulmng the course
which the gogodd of hheavenea hasmarkhalmark
ed out for us to walk in how of-
ten has he delivered his saintspaints in
times past Iliowilowhow many times has
he rebuked under the administra-
tion

a
sersenservants the sickness of

a child ortheor thephe member ofaof a family
should we not then have an in-
creased confidence to come again
and to put ourpur dependence in himfilm
knowing and realizing that he is
faithful in performing that which
he has promised having paid our
tithing once aindnd received the bles-
sing rshouldhould we not approach the
altar again with renewed confidence
and zeal relying and trustintrustingg in
god for the futfuturetire withoutout ffearingeming
any disaster coming upon us I1
think this is good philosophy it
brings its own reward in tilethe very
nature of thinthingstys theilthen tobbywhy not
feel encourageencourageda in going to meeting
and in attendine to the duties re-
quired at our handsbands partake ofor the
sacrament putpu away evil feelings
one againstagainst another and come to
the tinetabletabie of the lord with pure
hearts and clean hands to com-
memorateme the sufferings and death
of our lord and savior jesus christ
one great reason why the sacra
ment was instituted was that wowe
might notnoo forget him nor our fa-
ther in heaven who sent himfilm
said jesus googaodo this until I1 come
he will come again most assured-
ly

dred
lya in powerower and great glory who
wlwill jbe prepared to receive him
where armareafeaie tthotheh0 people who will bobe
ableabie to stand at his second coming
when he wlwill1 taketale the reinsrein of pow-
er into his own hands

IsiIs it treasonablereasonable to suppose that
jesus will send his meswesmessengers to
warn the world that all people
may have an opportunity to obey
the gospel and to be preppreparedarid for
his coming I1 think it is reasona-
ble to suppose that liehe will com-
mence a preparatory workwore on the
earth before liehe makes his destoutdeac t
this is the work brethren and sis-
ters in which wo aroare engaged
preparing dortho leeondsecond coming of
our lord and savior jesus christ
that when hohe comes lieho may have
a people zealous of good works
ready to do his bidding instead of
crucifying him as they did before
then let us go to with our might
devoting ourselves and whatever
the lord gives unto us to him and
his kingdom lotus notmot sifts ift our
way to strangers but let us be dil
igenigou tandfand faithful in sustaining ev-
ery

ov-
eryoveryrighteous principle this is
our duty and privilege letlot 6us di-
vest of thetin eilsells vo0o presfres


