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ability; he [received a o rtiflcate of
electionsnd in due time flled it with the
olerk of the last preceding Houee of
Rsepresentatives at Washington, which
ofticer is ¢charged by law with the duty
of making up the roll of members of
the present Congress prior to its asgem-
dlage. Mr, Rawlins’® name wason
thie roll if made up and in & position
to bs placed on it if not made up, so
that constructively at least he was s
full-orbed member of the House or a«
much so as any Delegate oan bs, al-

though in a general way evsry one,

bholulng a seat in either hrauch of Co:-
grees s ¢lassed as a member. There is
no law, and no rule which a member
ie compelled to cbserve, requiring Lim
to take the pluce If he does not wsnt it,
©r having taken Lo hold it unleas he seen
fit to doeo. Thie is u matter in which
hie own volition co: trols absolutely,
and his action ae to rejectlon baving
gnce been tuken ie recorded and fioal.
The clerk can enter the member’s
resignation and strike his name from
the roll as & perinpetory duty; 1o fact
-he has no choice in the premises, in
wview of what ie previously eet out—
the member himsel! conlroliing the
case and the oilerk simply recording
such action, Then the memhber j8 such
po Jonger and his action cannot be re-
voked. If it could he the clerk would
have not merely judleial and execu-
tive but most extraordinary power, for
he could set uelde the prerequisiie of a
duly called elegtion, the election itself,
the ceitification thereof and all the
formalilles attendani upon the induc.
dion of 8 memberand by his own aet
c¢onetitute the applicant a member,
And if he gould do so much for vnoe
who had formerly been a member but
of his own choice had given up the
lane, he could do likewise for one who
ad pever teen on the roll, Of course
he can do nuv such thing, and until
another election (e held snd the clerk
receives another certifigate, sll he can
do in the premlees is te let the vacancy
standing opposite Utah’s name on the
list remaln as it is,

The Governor of the Territory has
really lesa to do with t: @ matter than
the clerk of the House haer. Hehas
abeolulely pothinez to do with it in
adlser tionary way, except ns to the
time when the special electlon sball
ogcul, it being obligatory upon him to
¢all such electioo within twenty daye
alter being advissd of the wacanoy.
He ocan neither accept nor reject a
resignation as un offluial performance,
and if the Delegate’s formal with.
drawal were never received by the
‘executive 1t would no! chaoge the
atatus o particis; the office wuuld be
wvacaut just the same,

To proveed upor any other ground
than what ie hereln set out would, it
appears to ue, be experhnenting dau-
gerously. We desirethia Territory Lo
be represented as much as it may ve
in Congress, and while it wonld
be quile aatialaciory to us [for
a man of Mr. Rawlios’s ua-
questlonubie ability, high soclal etanu-
in: and geocral jairness of «¢leposition
Lo discharyge fuch duty, if we rely upon
his doing so without belng s»lected
agaln it seems to us positiveiy certain
that wnhen Cougress convenes and the
roll of membere-elect Is celled, Utah
will be conspicuour by an altogether
mew and quite unwelcome sltuation—
Aer pilence

AS TO CHURCH CEMETERIES.

In aletter whicb wue una¢countahly
de ayed in reaching ue, and which,
after its arrival, has heen long in re-
ceiviog an answer, 13 the following:

Josers, Sevier county, Utah,
Editor Deseret News:

Pleasc answer, through the columns of
your paper, the following question:

Can ab ecclemastical ward legally ac-
quirs title to land for a graveyard and
lawfully control the same for the equal
bepefit of all the inhabitants of the pre-
elnot, whether members of the ecclssias-
lical ward or not?

Very respectfally,
ECROE CHARLESWORTH.

The answer ts which, acocording to
the law and its coneistent reaulnyg by
an eminent legal friend, is as follows:
“'he Edmunds-Tucker act providea
that ali religlous sueoiclivs, seotr and
congregatione shall bave tne right to
have and hold * * * gp much real
property for the erection or use of
houses of worship and for parsonages
and burjal grounds as shall be neces-
sary for the couvenience and use of the
several gongregatione of such rellgious
society, sect or congregation,” Anp ec-
olesiustical corporation could undoubt-
edly scquire and hold land for & grave
yard, and we think jt could permit
any inhabitant of the precinct o be
buried tberetn,

SWINDLING LAND COMPANIES,

The Ban Frunolsco Chironiole advises
eagtern people that it is wise in these
duys tuturn » deaf ear to the seductive
advertisements of western land and
irrigatlon ocompanies, such as Lhat
whion proposes o make the Colorado

Jesert beluw Halton lake, Calitornia,
Ulossom witn fowers aud gladden the
eye with iruit. Many of tne small
companies in Callfurnia and Arlzona,
wulon woere formed tu colpuize iamus
alovg irrigation uiitches, are jugilimate
¢orpurauipns, but the grent ocvuapatiies

that brag wbout their wililons ol aores

ought tu be 1nvesligatud beiore aby
oue puts a0y ocoin intu them. This
Saliou lake project way b loasible,

though Lhefact that ihe ieservolr is near |

the luwest polnt veluw sean level on tie
uesell seews to condoemn it

Phe millions vt seres 1u aill thle Pa-
ciig coasl couualry Lusat mighe he
vrouglt uuder cullivalion Auu cusnged
frow sieliie Wasles 1o frultioy tielus 1
only waler could uve obialued In suili-
cient quaulities woulu Proviue prospec-
ous Aud smllnE homes 10F & ostlon o}
prople. No wonuer the overcrowueu
b .1 uupetul tollers bl vustern cities ale
casily niured inlo invesiment: ol the
Kindg spolien of, Tor tuey cunuot under-
stund the water problem as it 19, and
there 13 Do Jdlspule regarding tooe
quantity or quality of 1and. The
NEWS haes several Llmes ppoken ol a
yreat reservoir scheme iu Beaver
ciunty, tois Terrntory, by means
ol wbich a vadt  diptrict ot Lhe
best lands in Utab that have su
ar produced pothlty hut sagebrush
and borued teaus are expecied here-
ufter to contribute he vily o our pro-
guct of cereals, frults and export vepe-
tables. This 18 not only Ak enterprise

Lo be encouraged but npheid and com-

mended as the work of public beuefac-
tors,

CUur Ban Francisco cotemporary
contributes other light, however, to
the Californla sltuation, showing that
even if waler could be brought to all
parts of the desert lying between Sal-
twn and the Lower Cabfornis lice,
there yet remsalins the stubborn fagt

that more than hbslf of this land
is as untit jor cultivation as the
sand dunes south of the pare

in that oity. For miles south of
dallon there are tracts wlhich ctunge
their face every day al the sport of
the desert wind. Huge whirllog
mouuiains of sand go waitzing aoroes
this Jreary waste of meeqguite and
cactueand no power has yet oeen die-
covered which will restraly them.
Even the sheitered vaileys on the edge
of the degert are greatly bothered by
sandstorme, which frequentiy tear up
tender plantes snd strip vines and trees
of the young fruir. Wuno, then, will
ve able to make a wind-breus that will
protect oroharde or vineyarde ou these
blea desert plain:? The reclamation
of three-guarters of the Colorade
Jdesert pauy, it is said, be eflected in the
next century, but this will unly be ac-
complished when more favored spots
are gver-crowded,

Of course mouey Invested on shift-
ing sandbavks with agricultural in-
tent is pimply thrown away, and those
who by advertisements or otherwise
cause othera who are ignorant of the
slivation to make euch jnvestments
should be prosecuted to the full ex-
tent of the law; merely giving warn-
Ing through the uewspapers is not
eacueb, Wemay have such lands in
this Territory, butso far as we have
Leen able to learn there has bren mno
organized altempt to defraud or de-
ceive anybouy regurding them.

THE PENSION BUREAU.

Itie noted as u pomewhat ourioas
circumstance that the post of commis-
sioper of penesivne—preeumabily more
clerical than executive—is oue of the
bardest to fill acceptably within ths
entire civil eervice department. Un-
der the laet previous administration
the office instead of being mea urably
ob:cure and engaxed in routine work
of such = severely uisciplinarian
coaracter that the people did not care
to pay wtienlion to it, became and con-
tinued Lo the last the most attractive
and foteresting cynosure in the re-
public. The open-handed mabnerin
which Corporal Tapner lalled cut the
tunds to all comers—in iact hie pre-
vlously annouunced lnotention of being
*‘goou to the boye”—stiarted up the in.
terest anu It kept growlioyg until Anally
his superior officer had to protest, then
take B hostile attitude, the result of
which was that the frank and ready
corporal found his peck under the
official biude. Theu came the incumb-
ency of Green B. Rauw, Lhe scandal
relating tn his son and many olher
objectionable features contiouiog tn
the close and serving to keep the
pension bureau in the fore front of the
government’s choipest bric-a-brac.

Itie claimed by the perenniaily be!l-
Hgereut New Yurk Sun that the melt-
ing of the surplus was enough of itsell
to ¢cause Another and & juster theory of



