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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

tejoiced with the Sainta during the
sepslons of Lthe (Conference thus far, and
bad profited much by the worde which
had been epoken, by the dictation of
the Holy" (bost wunto us. There
was: 8a greal work devolving
upon God’s pecple in their daiiy lie,
and the epeaker here pointed out the
vast lmportance of strictly Eeeping
the sacred records of the Church., He
then referred Lo siatements in the
Bihble, Peari of (3reat Price, and Book
of Mormon, showlug that God had, in
varlous ages, commeanded men to write
the things which were profitable to be
preserved for  history. Bince the
temples had been constructed, he said,
and the ordinances therein bhad been
adminisiered, there bad begun to be &
hetter understanding of tne import-
of keeping family records,

B DCe

history and genealogy theau ex-
inted belore amoag thie people,
There was ODe snong us who bad

from the time of his earliest conueclion
with tbe Church tuken &n especial
interest and care in this regurd, and in
bis labor therein he had shown much
wisdom—be referred to President
Woodrut!. He bad from the outset o!
his puplle career kept journals of sil
passing events, and the Balnles were
especially indebted to his exeriions,
a8 well as Lo thore o! othel brethreo,
for the sermons which Lhe Prophet
Joeeph delivered in tbe oity of Nuu-
voo Bnu other places on diflereat
occusions. To theae brethren they were
deeply indelted for those precious
things which were mow preserved c¢o
the pages of the Church®s history, and
which served to sp refresh us at this
day. Sowme of the most importani mat-
. lers instituted by the Prophet Juseph
bad bevn brought dowu io bistory to
the present tlme, aod We were thershy
tie uappy reclpients of those hlessings

and ordinanced. While we had
been limited Ib our effurts w
wrilte up much in the  his-
tory of the Church In these

tites, because of our recorda heing in
4 woaltarsd condition, and our Inability
to o9tain the requisite information, yet
one ¢f the bhreturen bad buven going
around from ward to ward, from Biakw
to Btake, trom mission to wissiou dut-
ing the last three or four years, bunt-
ing up the early bappenings in the
various seltlementa of Uth snd the
surrpundiug territories. He had suc-
cecued in gathering Lthe information
pecossary 1o produce & good and faitoful
hisioty of all the Stakes o1 Zivn, and
from the report Which be had mmade lo
the spesker, a8 Church bisiorian, he
1earoed that there were wards which
hauy been organized guite a length of
time in which nosemshlance ol 8 record
b been yet kept,

'Fbe speaker earunestly directed the
altention of the presidents of Stakes
and Bishops of warde, as well us the
beuds ol famllles, to the impott voce ot
thia matter, ami coupseled them Lo
remember that it waes quite tlie they
were (uroloy their wiunde in  thiws
girection. Let parsnte, he urgeu,
tencl Lhelr auus sud daugbters to de-
vole their atisulion to this subject aud
justruct them Lo thelr sobool days how
to keep notations of Lhe geuernl doluge
arotud them. o fulure generations
it wuuld te interestiog for chlidren to
know whnt part ‘thefr ratbere, franu-
fathets and greal-zrandfalhers piayed
iz the Churon’ history of the past, INot
only were records wantsd of what

happened at home, but of the bappen-
foge in foreign countries, and be hoped
Boon 10 8ee thalt matter xlso earnestly
taken up, Presldents of Biakes
and Bishops of wards shouild
go around among their people at least
once every year, inspsol the records
which were made, and see LhAL these
were being thoroughly kent, and there.
by a complete history could be assured.
In counclusion Elder Richards com-
mended his suggestioos to Lhe thought-
ful cousideration of the Sainte.

PRESIDENT GEURGE Q. CANNON
briefly supplemonted the remarks of
Elder Ricbarde upon the subject of
record keeping, and urged the Impotr-
tance of the Baints employiog the best
quality of paper and ink in Ltbe com-
pilation of their private records aod
journele. He offered some pertinent
suggestions in that regard.

President Cannon aiso reminded the
congregation of the poncert to be held
in the Taberoacle this evening, the
ptoceeds of which are to be divided be-
tween the choir fund and the widows
and orphane of the unfortunate men
who were killed in the recent mine
disaster o Wyoming.

Tue choir sapyg the anthem, *‘Won-
derful Conaoselor.*’

Benediction by
Smith.

Coptercnce adjourned till 2 p.m.

Patriarch  Jobhn

Afiernoon bSesnlon, 2 p. .

Rlioging by tbe oboin

Though 1n the oatward Church below

The wheat and tares together grow .

Prayer hy Klder SBeymour B.Young.

The tholr sang:

Truth reflects upon our BeN8LR,
Gospal hight reveala Lo some,
If shere suill ehould be Offenses,

Woe o Llbem by whom they come.
PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON
rresented the generul authorities of
the Church to the Conference, usfol-

low::

Wiiford Woodrufl, as Prophet, Beer
and Revelator, and Presideut of the
Church of Jesus Chrlet of Latler-day
Snipte in ali the worly,

George Q. Cunnon se Flret Coun-
selur in tbe First Presidency.

Joseph F. Bmith as Becond Counselor
in the First Presidency.

Liorenzo Snow as Presidenl of the
Twelve Apostles.

Ap members of the guorum of the
Twelve Aposties — Lorenzo Buow,
Frankiln D. Richards, Brigham
Youuyg, Mosea Thatoher, Francia M,
Lymsan, Jobu Henry Bmith, George
Toaedale, Heber J. Grant, John W,
Taylor, Marrluer W. Merril}, Aothon
H. Lund snd Abrabam H. Canoos,

The Couneelors in the Firet Presi-
dency and the Twelve Apostles as
Prophets, Beers and Revelators.

Patriarchh to the Churoh — Jobn
Smitbh, |

Firat 8even Presidents of tne Beven-
tiee—Beymour B. Young, C. D. Fjeld.
sted, B. H, R ibertr, (Jecrye Reynolds,
Jouatonan G, Kimball, Rulon 8. Wells
anv Edward Stevenson.

Wilinm B. Preston, as Presidiog
Bishop, witn Roabert I. Burtcn aa his
First snd John R, Wiuder as bis Hec-
und Counseiol,

Franklin D. Ricbards as Churcl;
Historiap apd Ueneral Church Re-
corder, and Jobhm Jagques as hls a:z-
sistanl.

As the Church Board of Educatioc:
Wilford VWoodruft, Liorenzy Boow,

George Q. Cannon, Karl Q. Maeser,
Willurd Youug, George W, Thatcuer,
Anthon H. Lund, James 8barp and
Juseph F.Bmith.

Ag Trustee-in-Truet for the body of
religioue worshippers kuown aws the
Cburch of Jeeus Christ of Latter-day
HSaints— Willord Woodrufl,

Joho Nicholson sa Cletk of the Ueg-
eral Conference.

All the voting to tustain the nuthori-
ties ae presentled was unsnimous,

Anp subusl repori of Bunday schnols
was read, WIln otber iuformation jt
showed the following: Number of
schools, 690; vfficers and teachers, 10,-
Us3; puplls, 81,921; total offigers,
teachere and puplis, 91,976. Cash on
buod at iast report, $2,380.94; amount
collected during the year, $9, 638, 48;
totnl eash receipts, £11,064.42; d]shurge!
menlte duriog the year, §9,618 81: hal.
ance ou bhand, $2,451,11, d

The annusl report of the
Lindies’ M, I. Association shuzg: ';g
follows: Number of ues0Cintions, 408;
number reported, 380; number of meam,
bers reporied, 14,468; increase, 1,006;
Stake organlzations, 36 repurted, 35:
books in library, 5,884, Cuash op n'and,
$3,044.65. Properiy on band, 3,209.67'

'The report wes signed by Eimins 8.
Taylor, Maria Y. Dsugall and Martha
E. Tingey, who constitute the preal-
uency of Lbe organization, agg by
Ann M, Caobon, secretury and
treaturer,

PHEEIDENT LORENYO BNOW

was the first speaker. He he

reading from the firal cuaptsrgaol: t:':;
Revelatioos of Bt, Joun and the 1101h
section-of the Book of Ducirlne apy
Oovenunts. The twu testimonies phere-
in referred 1o, he anld, were glven—
the first about 1800 years ayo; the
second nbout fifty-nine years Blnc,e'LhB
vision of the Baviur, menuonsg lu’tne
lat.er book, haviog been made mani-
fest by Joseph Smith aud Q,jwer
Cowdery on April 3, 1848, He wag wel|
scquainted wilh tne Prophet Josepn
SBouth and parislly so with Qliver

Cowdery, While engaged 1p g
tablishing  the principles of the
Goepel Do fault gcould he found

with Qliver Cowdery, He wasa good
and faltbful wen aod slways bud a
talthful testimony, But he Rrew jeal-
ous ol certujn purties and after g Llime
apostati Zed, e remeised in that opp-
dition for many yeuars, but just betgre
bie desth be came forward agg re-
quested Lo have the privilege of helng
baptized and becoming sgaih 8 mem.
ber of the Church. During ai] the
period of bie aposiasy he always majn-
tained the truth of the teslimony
#bich he first hore in regary ty the
ptinciples of Mormonism and the vari-
cus manifestalions which be had previ-
ously recelVed from the Lora,

Eider Soow then proceeded 1o apenk
upon the subject of buptism and other
vicarlous work fur the desd, apd anlg
that fn our t:mples we were now mge
complisbing & great sod mighly work
for our amcesiure who hau passed he-
hind the vaii. Extraordlpary mani-
festations bad been witbessed from
time to time which cleariy showed
thet Goxapproved of the laber of Hig
peopls in that direction. The speaker
remarded that the opject Bought wan
the ealvation of those of our kip-
dred who o Lhe pust hud died
without o koowledge or testimony
of the true G spel. We ourselves



