. Ceded the right to nny sovereign to

18080 of e¢ither without consent,

it by immigration frem Englnn(i
they hejther forfeited nor surren-
Gered any of these rights; that the
foundution of English liberty nnd
| all free government is a right in
lhl{ ople to participate in their
teiglative couneils, and a8 thuy
;‘erﬂ not represented in Parllnment,
he.‘pfnre entitled to n free and ex-

Clugive wer of legislation in
their qugm] 1)rovin(E:’ia] legisla-
tures, “Had our Creator been
Pleased,”» they wrote, ‘to give
U  existence in A Iand of

Bnvery, the sense of our condition
Iight have been mitignted by ignor-
Noranee and habit. But thanks to
} 8 ndorable goodness we were born
he heirs of freedom.” The rele-
Yaney of these, tho sentiments of
our patriot fathers, to the condition
of the Territories, is obvious; their
foree s frremstible,
b The injunetion of Washington
48, in this instance, certainly been
Berleeted, and coustitutional prin-
‘E]Plas have been ingiduously
fenched upon. Tt has been the un-
hapyy Jot of the Latter-dny Saints to
E‘f’tness aud to have been made vie-
N8 of gume of the most egregious
Yiolntions of the Constitution,
Tven, despolled, imprisoned nnd
Murdered, without a show of legal
right, in n country where law is su-
reme, or should be, they have not
t”ﬂtvone iota of their high regard for
he Constitution of our couuntry.
d'maulted under the guise of law,
“licd many of the aubstantinl
fghts of freminen under the pre-
D¢ of nuthority, they yet remain
i"" Patriotiens noy closs of cilizens
0 the Republic. Men they have
Criticined; measures, plainly opposed
) constitutional right, have met
L"it’h their severe condemnntion,
t}l:t' they have never wavered in
elr reverence for the mngniflcent
Wen who founded the government,
nd in their respect nmhovo for the
El"inmphs they sought to establish
¥ solemn compact.
V.th only do the Latter-dny Baints
t.“’“’ the Uonstitution with an affec-
rl."ﬂ born of tho sense of justice nnd
s’li]h_t; not only do they view that
“‘_‘ lime instrument as the excellent
; ork of men .filled with n love of
“'r‘*’dom', but they regard it as the
it:rk of the Almighty himself, and
futhor ns the instrument in the
a"nds of God in establishing it. We
"‘;‘5 told Ly the Book of Mormon, in
© first book of Nephi, that the
g'?Ople whe were to come to the lnnd
th America should be delivered by
ofe wer of God out of the hands
&l other nations. Again, wenre
d in gection 101 of the Book of
ictrine nnd Covenants, thnt it is
t right that men should be in
Udage one to another. *‘And for

thig

uha‘DUPpOﬁe,” aays the revelntion,
E‘i’?n of this Iand by the hands of
thisu men, whom I ralsed up unto
8 Yory purpose, >
tdoEUGh iz the character of the devo.
0\1-1 (_)f the Latter-dny Baints to the
nntelﬂmunt. That God freed this
Veooh and rajsed up and inspired
n‘“ hington, npd Jeflerson. and
und'nklm, and Madison.and Samuel
John Adams, nnd others of that

¢ 1 establighed the Constitu-|
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group of full statured and freedom-
loving men, whose existence in vne

lace, nt one time, and whose fel-
owship in one caurse be accounted
for on the Mormon theory that they
were called of God. Affection for
the principles of our government in
other lpeople comes of o love of free-
dom, but devotion to the constitu-
tion amoug the Latter-dny Saints Is
born both of the Jove of freedom
nnd of the love of (God, whose work
we esteem it.

We aresail to bein an attitude of
opposition to the {:rl neiples we pro-
fess to be divine, but we brand the
imputation as false and scandalous.
Time will develop the true chnrac-
ter of this peopte; the exigencies of
the future may be depended upon to
separute the true patriotism from
the fnlse. Prophets, whom the
world now reveres, hnve been with-
out honor in thelr own day. Phil-
osophers, stntesmen, soldiers, Among
others the immortal Washington,
have been compelled to sufier the
%nominy of unjust eriticism through
the stress of unfortunate circum-
stances, The race is not nlways to
the swift northe battle to the strong;

the plausible is not nlways fact;
sophistry may succved tempornrily,
but must eventunlly fail. The

Latter-day Balnts, confldent of their

triotism, patient and long-suffer-
ing in thelr dlspositions, hard-
working, thrifty, honest and virtu-
ous,can well awnait the vindication of
time. The Latter-day Baints have
ever been the oppressed, never the
oppressors. Retaliation for indignities
and oppression heaped upon this
devoted people, both through un-
just legislation and otherwise, has
neither been attempted nor desired.
1t s to the eredit of this people that
despite their treatment at the hands
of others, the statute books of this
Territory discriminate in no manner
between the Mormon and non-Mor-
mon.

The Lord has said it Iz not right
that men should he in bondage one
to another. The prlnciples under-
lying the Constitution refieet, in o
mensure, the Ehiloﬁophy of Christ.
The spirit of the Constitution is that
all men shall enjoy freedom &3 long
as they do not trenrh upon the
rights of other men. But the Gospel
tenehes us not only to refrnin from
robbing others of their rights, but
abjures us to trent our neighbors as
oursel ves.

Let us then from the contempla-
tion of the noble ¢harncter of the
man who this day one century ago
solemnly swore to uphold the prin-
ciples of liberty anu truth go forth
with n determination never to stoop
to oppression, never to forget either
in our private lives or our public acts,
ns far as power may be intrusted to
our hands, the eternnl brotherhood
of man. ---[A pplause.]

Prof. Jos. J. Daynes rendered, in
| magnificent style, nn organ solo.

Mesers. R. €. Knston, H. G,

Whitney, J. D. Bpencer and H. 8.
Goddnrd sang o quartette. The ex-
cellence of the singing brought forth
astorm of npplause, nnd the nudi-
ence were not satlsfled till the gen-
tlemen reappenred.
Pregident Angus M. Cannon then
| announced
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HON. F. 8. RICHARDS,
who spoke as follows:

Fellow-citizens: The inaugura-
tion of George Washington as Pres-
ident of the United Btates, one
hundred yenrs ago, was the in-
auguration of the grandest civil
government that the world has ever
known. Then it was nn experiment,
The ghip of State was launched
amid the hopes and fears of our
patriot sires, and upon its success
depended their lves, their fortunes
and their honer. Toduy it is an oe-
complished faet; suceess has crow ned
their eflorts, nnd history has made
them glorious. We poinf with joy
and pride to the institutions of our
country, which are conceded by the
world to constitute the grandest sys-
tem of government that the mind of
man has ever conceived. In theory
it is not only sublime nnd beautiful,
but it is as near perfection as human
wisdom, akiil and ingenulty can
make it. But perfectiovn is not of
this world, and so, in the mdminis-
tration of {he aflnirs of Btate, some
things hnve been done that were
not in harmony with the spirit of
freedom and liberty which pervades
the constitutlon of this grent Re-
publie.

It is most fitting that we should
assemble on this oceasion to com-
memorate the great event of which
this is the centenuinl day, and to
me the occasion is one of rejoicing
and solemnity. I fancy, this morn-
ing, that my feelin take some-
what of the spirit that animnted
Washington on that memorable
morning, when, after takinz the
onth of offlce, fiis first utterance
was one of supplication to the ““Al-
mighty Being who rules over the
universe, who presides in the coun-
cils of nations, and whose provi-
dentinl aid can supply every human
defect?>—that his blessing might
“‘consecr.ite to the libertles and hap-

iness of the people of the United
gtat.es n government instituted by
themselves.”? 1 feel a deep sense of
gratitude to God that this honedie-
tion has heen realized in the first
cenfury of our nation’s existence,
and that the prospects nre now so
Lright for a continuation of that
growth and enward march in the
path of progress, which has so ton-
spicuously marked her way in the
years that are past.

I feel thankful thnt the noble
patriots of 1776 had the courage to
say thnt they were no longer bound
to the mother country. I rejoice in
the glorious declaration which they
sent thundering down the centuries
“that nll men are created equal, that
they nre endowed by their Creator
with certain unallenable rights,
thint amoung these are life,liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.’’ That
declaration had been mnde nearly
thirteen years before the inaugurn-
tion of Washington as President.
Htil), the nntion had not been born,
An effort was made to carry on the
government ne a confederntion
of States; but it was not n sue-
cess, It became evident that
if ench State retained all the
sovercignity and power it clninued,
tho general government would be
so weak that it could not possibly



