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[The speaker read the first six

verses of the sixth chapter of He-
brews; and commencing at the 14th
verse of the second chapter of
James, read to the end of the 22nd
verse. |

My vrethren and sisters, I have
taken upon myself the task of
speaking to you this evening upon
tga subject of practical religion;
but I know not whether I shall be
able to discharge that task either
to your satisfaction or my own. I
have no studied discourse or speech
to bring before you, neither have I
anything new or strange to talk
about; but the circumstances with
which we are surrounded and in
which we are placed have led my
mind to reflect upon a great many
things, and I thought that if the
Spirit of God would give me its as-
sistance I would make a few remarks
this evening and present to you my
reflections with regard to the cir-
cumstances I have referred to.
Whether I shall talk ten minutes
or half an hour I do net know,
neither is it of much consequence;
but as we do not like to keep our
meetings very late L(hese warm
evenings I will not take up time
by making apologies. A ILatter-
day Baint preacher has no particu-
lar ocecasion to be afraid or back-
ward in standing before the Saints,
beeause, according Lo his faith, he
expects to be aided by the Spirit of
God—that Spirit which brings all
things to our remembrance, which
takes of the deep things of God
and shows them unto us, and even
shows us things to come. We do
not depend upon our own strength,
and it is not merely for the sake of
gratifying ourselves Lhat we desire
to speak to the people; but we do
80 because it isa duty incumbent
upen us, and in the hope of assist-
ing each other in running the race
upon which we have started and in
accomplishing. the work which we
have set out to accomplish, namely
to build up the kingdom of God
upon the earth; and, inasmuch as
we undertook, some of us twenty,
some thirty, and some forty, years
ago, to follow Christ, after having
endured persecutionand scorn frem
a frowning world, and having been
scoffed at and jeered by our friends
and nearest relations, and having
remained through it all members
of the kingdom of Ged, that our
labors, and our sufferings if we
have had any, may not now be in
vain, and that we may not be in
the position of some referred to by
the Apostle in the Scriptures which
I have read to you to-night, of
whom he says, after having once
been made paitakers of the goed
word of God and enlightened by
the power of the Holy Ghost, if
they fall away, it is almost impos-
sible to renew them unto repent-
ance.

I know that some have consid-
ered that if they are once in Christ,
they are always in Christ, if they
are once born of the water and of
the Spirit there is no fear of back-
sliding, there is no danger at all of
missing the mark of their high call-
ing which is in Christ Jesus., But
the language of the Apostle goos to
show that it may be necessary for
us again to lay the foundation of
dead works—of faith towards God,
of repentance, of baptism for the
remission of sins and of other ini-
tiatory ordinancesinto the kingdom
of God; and he even admits that
there is a possibility of us going so
far intc darkness, and of departing
so far from the principles of the
gospel of Christ, and from the cov-
enants which we have made that it
Is impossible to remew us again.
Therefore, my brethren and sisters,
after baving obeyed the initiatory
ordinances of the gospel, witness-

ing unto Christ, by repentance, and
baptism for the o ’

_ remission of our
sins, that we would take upon us
his name and Ekeep his commmand-
ments, it becomes a serious question
with us, after twenty, thirty, or
forty year’s experience as members
of this church, whether or not we
Lave gone on unto perfection.

The reason I ask this quesiion

to again lay the foundation of dead
works, of faith towards God and
repentance abnd renewing our cove-
nants with Him, and of making a
fresh gtart in serving Him and
keeping His commandments.
We, I mean the elders of Israel,
who bave been on missions to
reach the gospel, have been in the
1abit of quoling to those whom we
call Gentiles a portion ef the Serip-
ture which I read to you at the
commencement of my remarks;
and in calling upon them to repent
of their sins and to be baptized for
the remission of the same, we have
endeavored to show to tilem that
faith without works is dead; that
no matter how much men orwomen
may say they believe in Jesus; no
matter how much they may say
“Lord, Liord,” it will do them no
good unless they- keep his com-
mandments; and we have con-
demned the whole world upon this
Brincip]e, and to illustrate it, we
ave paraphrased the language of
the apostle, by saying—*“If we see
a brother or sister naked or desti-
tute, and we say to them, ‘be ye
warmed,’ or ‘be ye filled,” and give
them not the wherewithal to warm
or to fill, what benefit is it to the
hungry, naked or destitute person?
None whatever. Hence the Apos-
tle says that as the body without
the spirit is dead so is faith without
works, being alone,’’

designs and purposes upen the earth: and
that when we have thus prayed, we shall
not be eo inconsistent as to deny oar own
prayers and refuse to acknow and to
practise the principles that we profess.

Do we remember the time when we
went down inte the waters of bapilism?
I do; there is something pleasant to reflect
upon in connection with that event. Uu1
we remember the joyous feelings that in-
spired us when we first heard a servant of

the gospel in these latter days, and when
conviction seized our minds that that tes- |
timony was true?! Can we now | ne
the happiness we experienced when God
brought to our understandings the fact that

can see men here this evening with whom
I =sat in the year 1840 and listened to the
testimony of Elder Orson Pratt when he
came frowm his home in a distant land to
preach the Goepel in Scotland. He was
a stranger in a strange land, and the fin-

r of scorn was inted, and dirt was

rown,at him,and the scoffers nicknameil
him the ““Mormon Angel.”” Can we ever
forget the sweet words then uttered, and
the ha ess brought to our minds by the
reflection that, after having lived in dark-
ness for years, having in vain sought to
know God, with the Bible a blank book
because we eould not understand it, in a
momen,falmost in the twinkling of an eye,
allold things passed away and became
new, our minds were expanded eo that
we could see and understand, and we felt
that God was speaking tous? And dowe
remember that we went forth repenting of
our sins? Yes. What did we understand
by repenting of our sins? ﬁ putting of
them away, a forsaking of all evil, and a
congtant cleaving to that which was good.

I have traveled hundreds and thousands

You will please to recollect that
this lJanguage was addressed, not to
the Gentiles, or to the sectarians
then in existence, not to the Scribes
and Pharisees, but to those who
were ealled Saints; and the Apostle
seemed Lo take special pains to
make them understand that it did
not matter how long their prayers
wele; that it did not matter how
Iﬂll{]l!l they cried “Lord, Lord” un-
less they kept bhis command ments;
and so also, it was of no conse-
quence how great their faith was
unless their works corresponded,

I take this language of the an-
cient Apostle and apply it to us, for
it is just as applicatble to, and just
as necessary to be understood by,
us as by the Saints of ancient days,
that faith without works is dead.
No matter, my brethren and sis-
ters, what may be our profession;
no matter whether we are what is
fermed “big’’ men or ‘‘little’’ men,
whether we are high priests or dea-
cons, apostles or bishops’ eounsel-
lors, profeasions of religion are mere
shams unless accompanied by
works  that. cerrespond, and
having the name eof Saints only |
will never exalt us in celestial glory,
for which we have set out, It is not
the mere reading of the command-
ments of God, or his sayings, in
Sunday school, chapel, or any par-
ticular place, neither is it the sing-
ing of hymns in praise of the Re-
deemer that will save us in his
kingdom, butlit is keeping his com-
mandments in all sincerity, and
the observance of his ordinances,
or in other words, nothing short of
practical religion will do that.
This was the lesson sought to be
conveyed by the apostie to the
Saints in ancient days, and itis a
lesson just as necessary to be learned
by the Saints of latter days. It is
a poor kind of religion that willin-
duce people to honor and venerate
the words of men who have been
aead between eighteen and nine-
teen hundred years, when at the
same time they will pass by with
contempt the sayings, counsels and
commandments of living men
whom they acknowledge as the
servants of God. :

How often haye I heard Latter-day
Saints say that when, in their youth, they
read in the Bible about the apostolie
church with all itfs privileges, ordinances
and blessings, how they wished they had
lived in the day when living apostles, pro-
phete, pastors and , teachers were on the
earth, little realizing that their lol. would
becast in a day and dispensation when
God would again set up his church and
kingdom, with the same blessings, ordi-
nances and oflfices as in ancient daye!
But shall we, brethren and sisters, allow
ourselves to drink into the spirit that exe
isted anciently among the Scribes and
Pharisces who, while they built monn-
ments and gepulchers to the names of
Moegcs and the prophicts, slandered, derid-
ed, persecated and erucified the servants
of God living amongst them? Shall it be
said of us who are called Latter-day
Saints, and who have taken upon us the
name of Jesus Christ, that we neglect,
forcet apd treat with contempt, the say-
ings, commandmeals, and ‘counscls of
those whom God has saised up in these
last daye? God forbid that it should be
the case! DButthat rmalber, inasmuch as
we bave made the covenants and engage-
mentis that we have made, that we shall
pray for qurlecders, and .ask God toin-

| verv strange

‘| eame—*Le¢t us go up to the mountain of

God bear testimony to the restoration of |

he had restored his gospel in its fulness? I |

!

learn his laws.” In our ecattered coudi-
tion we obeyed Lhe first principles of the
pel, which was about all we could do
an Isolated capacity, theén the word
the Lord, and to the house of the God of
Jacob; ana he will teach us of his ways,
aud we will walk in his paths.”

[ pow come back to the Inquiry with
which I etarted—Have we who have em-
braced this work ggm on to perfection?
After having come here have we improved,
that is in the simple prineiples of moral- |
ity? I will not speak of anything partic-
ularly great or miraculous, but will sim-

y ask the question—liiave we improved
the common princiovles of morality, so-
briety, honesty, {ruihfuolvess, brotherly
kindness, charity, and all those privcipies .
whuch even the sincere Bﬂctﬂﬂ?in practi-es,
and which fllwinﬂdﬁ who believes in no
God, no Bible, no , pructises ir
he be a good member of soclety? Harve
we lm in being honest witn one an-
other, not seeking to take advantage of
each cthers’ circumstances, but being
straightforward in our deal, honest when
we work for one another, trathful in all
nu&n mﬂWh :ﬁheril not Eck-
biting or or cherishing animos-
ity one towards the other, but cuitivating |
that love and aflection which the gospel
roduces? Have we, gince the time we

nded here, increased in all these good
ﬂﬂnclphﬂ, or have we retrograded? , This
an important question. I will not he-

n to enumerate or partieularize, for that
s unnecessary, but 1 think that noue are
g0 blind that they cannot see that an jm-
rovement is aecvssary. An lmproveinent
n whom? It is quite common for preach |
ers to say Lo their hearers—*‘Go ye,"" and
‘““do ye;” but among the Latter-day Saints
who are they who have need to improve?

of miles preaching this , aud many
hundreds I have Eﬂpﬂ:&?ﬁ]d under all
the varied circumstances thl‘ﬂﬂfh which I
have passed while so engaged, I have ever
realized the truth of the saying of the
Savior in regard to those who refused to
embrace the gospel in his day—**They that
be whole n not a pMn, but they
that are sick;” for generally speaking the
class of people who then embraced the
gospel, mysell amongst the number, were
those who, through poverty, had greater
temptations to do evil than the rich and
the great had to contead with. They
were those who found it a continualstrug-
gle to live, to obtain bread and asufficien-
cy of the barest mnecessaries, and who
torough the untoward circumestances in
which they were placed—though T do not
rd that as an excuse for doingy evil—
fell into vices and evil habits of various
kinds, such for instance as drunkenness,
swearing, and immorality. But when thﬂf
gospel came I have seen men who led

termined never to return to the praclice

thercof. Have they kept their covenants?

I have known men and women whe,before
baptism,have been perhaps,a townstalk be

cause of their discreditable practices,keep
the covenants made in the waters of pap-
lism,.for ten, fifteen or twenty years, dur-
ingthe whole of that time comdncting
themselves as models of propricty, so far
as morality, honesty and wuprichtness
were concerned. Yet at the Lqu ‘they
were baptized people who knew them
have sald—*“Well, if they are the kind of
people that make Mormons, I don’t think
much of Mormonism."” Such tayings,as
I have already remarked, only convinced
me of the truth of the sayine of Jesus—
“They that be whole need not a physician,
but they that are sick.” But some who

obeyed the gospel were amazed, and nota
few of them were thus led to invesligate
and ultimately to obey the principles of
“Mormonism."” - 17D
Well, how were these sudden changes

ir:t., to-day,; we seec sSome who, atter hav

| to build up.” ‘Hence it seems to me, withi-

| consequence; that we night have hands |

saw the change in the lives of many who |

Shall 1 answer this guestion according to
my view of the matter? [ belleve I will
I am afraid it is with the ple as with
the priest, as with the buyer se with the
seller, as with the giver of usury so with
the taker of nusary,as with the lender o
with the borrower. 1l am safraid, thouzh
there may be a great many exceplions,
that we are a poor crowd te start throw-.
ing etones. You can sceat a glance the
importance of this thing, from the fact
that, right in our midst tv day, there are
not & few who years ago made the same
covenants that we wmade, who are fighting
ggainet God and agalnet thal work to't he
trath of which they have many times
borne testimony in the m.dst of the
Sainis. They bave borne testimo 'y that
God, by his Spirit, bot'e witness to their
spirit, that this work was true, thatJo-
scph Smith was a (rue prophet, and that

e

ean not warm us up, when we rust, with-
out any excitement, spasmodic jerks or
;ﬂiﬂw of any kind, either be Lattec-day

uts or take the other course. The thme
hias come for ne Lo calmly and quietly ex-
ainine oursclves individuully, and not take
up o@r thwe altogether with our neigh-
hors, for that advice guven by the Savior,
that & person must take the beam out of
his own eye beforelie can see to take the

moteout of his neigh is as a
ble to the generation now living as it was
to the one to' which: Jesus 'was speaking
when he gave atierance to it; formo mat-
ter how perfect wemay cone
‘u careful exsmination of our

_ A wi lives and
characiers will reveal to us Wﬁ"ﬂﬂt
there Is sowething in” which we' can im-
preve, and in which we ‘ean e€erve

more faithfully. Tobere'is an old Scotch
saying that every one has his “Bubbly

Joek,” but that,sume have . “wob-

proverb, but if you understand it
in a moment thatit s correct. " Seot-
land we call turkeys “Bubbly Jocks:"
they all have long ““wobbles,”” but some
are longer than others, hence the sa
that “‘every one has his ‘bubbly jock,’.
some have bigger ‘wohbles’ than others.”
‘We donot all getdrunk, and. the drank-
en man is a very unfortubnate one, becauss
liis foible, whieh is perhaps his only owne,
is scen by everybody as he reels bome ow
Lthe street, fur he can not walk str his
legs will douhle up, and he seems to be
poesersed of the simgolar . that he
must get as near the ground as possible.
The man who gives way iu carsh
swearing is periaps heard by ethers some-
times; but how many th
wrong can we he gulity of that others nev-
er see? Tim{: ills such ; ihhﬁf ufhgug a
hypocrile, and he wbo is gullty of hypoc-
1isy, though a vile and con tmupﬂﬁ]e Bin-
ner, muy wanave toconcesl nis sin frors

most people. IL-uppose that Scotland is

about ag holy a cuuntry as there is on the

o S B LY STate
a man there  hra { or:

his boots on a Sunday morning, and come
home al nizht drunk and then read to his
children the longest chapter in Isaiah.
“Come bairns, get down the Bihle;” and
the Bible is brought and he ﬂﬂ:ﬂ his
‘speclacles and reads, vur tries and
then Kneels down to pray, drunk. 1 re-
mem ber 4’ circumstance nﬁbh occurred in
the Liverpool conference,” of an elder
named Davis being brought up before the
Conference, because he shaved on a Sun-
day moraing; and the people tittled and
tattied, and lied about and slandered that
man behind his back, and committed &
‘thousand timeés more sin by so doing than

he by revelation and commandwe st fromn
heaven, recorganized the charch of God
upon

g borne this teslimony, -are fighting
gainet theee principles, and striving with
:ﬁatheir power to tear down whet it has |
takeneo many thousands so wany years

out saying tlat it particnlarly app.es.to
the class of persong 1 have just nawmed,
that there is a possibility ¢! usarriving at.
such a depth of darkness, and rebellion
against t rinciples of the gespel and
the Spirit of God that we will fall away so
far that it is impossible to Fenew us again;,
that we might repent and be btaptized tem |
thousand times, and;it would be of no
laid upon us as many tunes a> we pleased,
and it would ne no use, because, .haﬂlrlé”
fallen to such a depth of darkness, God,
in this wourld at any rate, can not déo auvf '
thing to bring us back.
then, if any of us are on the brink of this|
precipice, to consider and ask ourseives
. these questions—Ar. we living praciicaliy
our religion?. Are we living in all things,as
far as in our power lics, according to its
precepte? Orare we going back, hke toe
dog to its vomit, or the bog that is washed

effected? Were they the result merely of
the strength of will of those who obeyed
the gospel? No; but after having repent-
ed and been baptized for {he remissien of
their sins, they received the laying on -of
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, e?
the power of which they were quickened, |
end they were enabled fo conquer their |
passions, and to overcome their weakness-
es and frailties, and they continned in
well doing for years and. years, so mpuch |
so that it would have been considered = |
thing for a member of a
branch of the church in the old country to
get drunk. And did you ever, Im your
travels and labors among the chuiches in
Great Britain hear a Latter-day Saint take
the name of God in vain? 1 never did.
Was it because the le had no tempta-
tions in the midst of Babslon that theﬁ
were able to live their religion and serve
God so faithfally? Why, they .were
surrounded with everything thatcould en-

-

tice or decoy, with every influence and |
power that could lead astray and corrupt
the mind. Influences of this character
were numberless on every hand, around, -
abovec and beneath them, and yet, by the
power of Jacob’s God, and the influence of
Lhe gospel they were enabled to serve Lhe
Lord and keep His cemmandments, =~ |
By and by the voice came to us that we
were to gather out, and that passage l'rnm-p
the Revelations of 8t. John was sounded
in our cars in which the pcople of God
are commanded to gather from Babvlon, |
lest they be partalkers of her sins end her
plagues. Why was this commeand given?¥’
That we might gather to 2 place whard we
could serve God more perfectly. We
came here to these mountains, away from-
Bahylon, away from the corruptions,  evil !
influences end examples which abound
there, that here, in the tops of the moun-
taing, by ourselves, wemight, in the lan-
guage of the apostles, go on to perfcetion:

that we shoul

‘amopg the ainte a8

to its wallowing in the wire?
The testimony of the Spirit through the
servants of God, is that we have nut pro-
as fast as we ought to have dune,
and that a great many o/ u-, if not all,
have been golng backward n sum - degree. |
Some have eald that itis Impossibic to’
stand still, and that the standsti | prinei
ple is 2 pusillunimous one, 80 wmuch =0
that we read in the book of Revelalions
of a people who were neither hot nor coud,.
and the Lord threateued to spew -them
out of his mounth Bnt some maintaiu
that we must either go forward r back=~
ward; if that be true, and we have not
been geing forward, we wmay as well ad-
mit that we have beén going backward.

the earth witn "apostles, prophéts, | great manv things to show to yon
such lives as this turn right round, and in | gifts, craces, &c., as in ancient daye; and | is not always the man -whbdoém drink
twenty-four hours forsake theseevils, and '

go down into the waters of baptism de- does.” B

_ ' ¥ | ‘poverty and
It would he'trHl..pm &

the man committed in shaving himeelf on

Sunday morning. : I might mention a
that it

.

who can t

publie, and we look upon it with very
rreat-disgust. ' A man can lie, stéal and
swear and sl reidin bis senkes; but when
a mm_;gata ;mnk ~he%la- worse ~-trn th:
‘beat, [for he: places. .his sreney in
hands of the deyil, und he may wake him

take & Knife and, cut ‘the throat of his
best friend, and yet know nothiug about -

“it: and when brooght to ‘judgment for
that crime the droankard
‘eountahility because he was drank.
great many say that the drunkard only
injures himsell; but I ceny that, and u;
Alist the father of a family who gets drun

not ouly injores himself, but also bis wife
and children. e bringsa bad pame np-
on them, and he often brings them to
asary. And you vever yef
saw a drunkard who was not a liar, for he

when he has perhaps had fifteen.
You may ask—*Is there any

harm in
can stop at'theone glass; hut 1 ray that
thie man who must takea sccond & in
consequence of having tak-m . firsy
oueht .o 1o take the first; and while &
may be perfectly right to take one, glase
of teer, it certalnly is not riglinl. 1o keep um
dolngso. . There may be eircumistances
W liep 1t wounld be necessary to take aglase
0! vhi-ky or brindy, 'bat it 'is not neces-
+ary lukeép on deing so. ' There are cir-
cninsiances under whicn it is nma.ﬁ
to take & dose of saltsand scpna, but,
would not do.to keep on tlaking doses
of sults and scona. An infelicctusl ani-
mal knows when 10 begin, and when to
leave Off. We profess to be at the top of
the ladder intellectually, and we tell our
wives that we Ern }lu lords f?]r creation,
ard pretty lords o ion thcy see us
Al | "ﬁim hren and sls-

{@king'a giags of beer? 1 say to, If you

I have beard brethrea reier to the good
times they bad, and to the love and zeal
that existed among the Saiuts when fir-t
they embraced the gospel. Why was it?’
If we received s then it was npon |
the condition of ' obedience. We showed
our faith by our works, hence the Af
mighty was bound to respond, because be
can not lie, We went forthin thesincer- |
ity and hamillty of our hearls, and  we |
emnbraced the gospel, aud the heavens
wereno longer brass, but they were op.ned
and showered down blessings aponus. 'If’
we have complaints to make to-day, and
say that there is not as much jove and
charity, and as many dreams and visione
and manifestations of the power of G_odl

op fifteen  or ty
years ago, whatis t rumz ,%& od
thanged? ’Ha!mﬂm - No, the
ik b s e . piacons
. ave u ou '
but insteaa of lhntg::e hsve Hecome s.oba .
ft:la and negligent, and, almo-i ey & pew]
we may say, in the lun e
ahﬂmh_':?ﬂuﬁlund r?l?l?nl. w’l‘%‘&;
repented in & moeiing Lhe gther di
have left undone the things we o
bave done, end have 'déne those

.".:

b 10

imes,
I;;?jeih“#;m a

grest ‘many wronge,
Kuown only te:oufselves; which we can
forsanke, and so help on 4he reformstion.

Says one—* Il 1s not & reformation, or
repentanceof my sias_that L _h; afraid
of.” Well, what are yonsfraid of® “I am
afraid of the United Order: i it werenot-
fér thé United Or )

I would w fltlﬁ!zlﬁ-d
be haptized? Just let 0.5

miond yon, here; muy brethren angd

that repentance must go before hnpgm. :

T0 eimply he - baptized in awater, just 1o
a commandment or t* pleas _-

¥y will be of very little consequence to

you or to me. There mnu-t be' reflection -

and there must We m

N P “our wminds
w v LU Ot .

D SR o
| 86 Botfar be - Fefthfal in- doingy
@E}d“m‘fw ban W have been:
hfmmﬂm'ﬂ am willing for
the suthoritigs af $he church to cortrol
all ‘the autl ority they.

iue eud

o temporal-things.” _If; my hrethren and
$sters, the amﬁhy of W.hﬁ”p”l"]iﬂ{ihm.'“
¥e 5o slop Fi"*iﬂl{‘ with epiritual thingé,
€ ~Felem wilh which wa are connected

s

bles’’ than others. Thatisa curiuulold -
I’ﬂﬂm .
n

wiil deeciare that be has only had oneglass

t labor -

=

ing and
“that are

um;n?ﬂa?tm?ﬂmﬂmf 12 :

‘pleads non-ac-
A ;

ik
A4 &

ha
nt QJ"gri I :thijie ‘but “F am ‘not
f Lhe ,%Mfm’lh ~houid rale u&-&ut&
i'&"!k

|
i

not uire to lay ‘again |
the foundation of drt::ld wurkﬂﬂl faith
and of repentance, but that we shouid go
on io perfection. Says the prophet—
‘‘Come, let us roup to the mountain of.
the Lord’s house and to the house of the
God of Jacoh,"! For what? “Thal'vre pa'v

o' g g . ' epire them, and reveal untothem hismind >
"'}'"-d why it is '[_)rﬂug‘ht_ Lo my mind | auq Lis n-if.!, that they may not be permit-

2% the present time, isbecanse there | ted to bring alout morely their own will
i3 o prespeet of us again boing | cud their owa desircs, bat tlat they shall
calied upon to repent of our sins, to

Le conslianined, by the revelalions of hea-
be baptized for their remission, and
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