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REMARKS
PRESIDENT GEORGE A, SITH,

DELIVERED

At the Semi-Annual Conference of
the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, in the New
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sun-
day Afternoon, Oct. 11¢h, 1874.

REPORTED * BY

DAVID W. EVANS.

I HAVE been much interested in
the remarksof the Elders this morn-
ing, as all through the conference,
and . I hope the instructions we
have received will be treasured up
in the hearts of all, and earried
home to our households and wards,
and that the elders who have at-
tended conference will stir up the
people. to diligenee, teach them to
remember the Sabbath day and to
keep it holy, and instead of fooling
away their time in labor or pleas-

TR 0 ey e Y DY St wan %ing this forth. I wish the Saints, |
a

ship of God and to rest, according
to the original design of Heaven.
We should 'remember our prayers
at all times in our families, we
should also remember to observe
the word of wisdom, and be carefual
to continually pursue sueh a course
as will entitle us 1o the blessings
of the Lord, and that his Spirit
may unceasingly abide .in our
hearts. As members of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
we should let our light shine before
-aen, by observing the principles
which we profess to have obeyed.
We need not be troubled because
false reports are sent abroad into
the world concerning us; this has
been the universal lot of SBaints in
all ages of the world. The Savior
said—‘‘Blessed are ye when men
shall persecute you and say all
manner of evil against you falsely
for my name’s sake.,” If we are
only conscious within ourselves that
these charges are false we need not
fear, and we should never hesitate
to lift up our voices among the chil-
dren of men in bearing testimony
of the truth revealed in these Jatter
days through the Prephet Joseph
Smith. |

We are anxious to publish the
standard works of the church to a
greater extent than hitherto. Some
of them have been republished,
and others are in progress, and we
wish to have the co-operation of
the Baints, generally, throughout
the Territory, in helping on this
work. Our pablications should be
in ever
we wish to gexercise that kind of
influence in Me midst of our
ple that will lead them to make
themselves acquainted with the
contents of the Bible, Book of Mor-
mon, Book of Doclrine and Cove-
nants and such other works as are
or have been publizhed illustrative
of the principies of life and salva-
tion made known in the gospel of
Jesus Christ, that they may be
more generally understood by those
professing to be Latter-day 3aints.

We expect, before the conference
closes, to call & considerable num-

family of the Saints, and |

ber of elders to go and preach the
pel in the United States. There
ave been but few missionaries
sent to the States, and the ent
generation there have, to a great
extent, formed their notions of us
and our faith from the false reports
sent through the press; and as we
all know that notions so formed
can not be other than erroneous, we

elders te go and travel through the
States, representing the gospel in
its true light, and bearing testi-

| mony to the truth, that the gener-

ation that have grown up since we
were driven into the wilderness,
may learn and know for themselves
the facts concerning us.

We are laboring, as has been  re-
ferred to by some of the brethren
who have addressed the conference,
to build a temple in St. George,and
oune in this city. T'he work is mov-
ing on in both places. I feel quite
gratified at the success of the work-
men the present season on the
temple here. Taking the granite
| from the boulders in the m oun
tains, bringing it here, cutting the
blocks, plminf the piilarﬂ in posi-
tion, and getting everything in the
mechanical style that it is, in the
last two years,is perfectly wonderful
to me. The erection of a temple
like this is a great work, it requires
a vast amount of means, energy
and skill. We have not had as
much means to sustain the brethren
who have been laboring upon it as
we anticipated, in consequence of
the change of the times, and the
failure of some to eome forward
and pay their tithing and thereby
supply the demand, Yet we have
moved the work forward glorious-
ly. Brother Pinnock has the gates
n{}en, and I invite the Bisheps and
all the brethren and sisters from
distant Flacea to go and see the
beautiful work we have done on
that temple; and. while you are
inspecting what has been done try
and realize the amount of labor
and means that have been required
to aecomplish it. Think of the
milliens of dollars that King Solo
mon expended in building the

| foundation eof his temple, and of
the heavy tax it was upon the peo- |

ple; and then, if you want to com-
pare his work with ours, think of
e manner in which we are car-

80, when visiting the temple, to
raise their hearts in prayer to the
Most High, that he will bless the
efforts that are being made to rear
a house to bis holy name, We in-
vite all the brethren and sisters to
contribute their monthly offerings
{in money, that these workmen
may have a portion of their wages
in money, and such necessaries as
can not ive ebtained without it.
For a considerable portion of the
present season the temple work-
men have had to do almost entire-
ly with home products. Some of
them have stuek to it faithfully,
others have been compelled to quit.
In fact, for want of means, we
were under the necessity at one
time of dismissing fifiy hands.
But we have kept the thing mov-
ing, and if the brethren will go
and see what we have done they
can not but be surprised and de-

lighted. It isa glorious work, and |

one that is to be dedicated to the
Most High God. Then let our
hearts be lifted to him in prayer
that this work may contine, that
we may be protected frora the
wrath of our enemies and from the
vengeance of the wicked one, and
be able to complete this temple
and dedicate it, that the glory of
the Liord may rest upon it, the va-
rious quorums of the priesthood be
{organized within if, and that we
and our children may be permitted
to enter its sacred precinets, and
receive the ordimances of the priest-
hood and the blessings of‘the gos-
pel of peace which can be received
only in a temple of the Lord.

I wish to bear my testimony to
the prineciples of the gospel which
have been revealed. [ never wish
to stand before the Saints without
deing that, for when I was ecalled
as one of the first Seventies to bear
lestimony to the people, I lifted
my hand to heaven and said—*If
I ever forget to bear testimony to
the gospel of Jesus Christ and the
true mission of Joseph Smith, let
my right hand forget its cunning
and my tongne ecleave to the roof

| shall call a considerable number of |

of my mouth.” From that day to
this I always remember to bear my
testimony when I address the peo-
ple, for I know that this gospel and
plan of salvation, revealed by
Joseph Smith and taught by the
'a%}uaﬂea of this church, is true.
Men may say that Brigham Young
land the elders of this church are
impostors; but I know that they
were called by revelation and or-
dained and set apart to do this work
through Joseph Smith, and the
are the servants of the Most Hig
God. They were called to proclaim
the gospel and to administer its
ordinances, and with all their
hearts they have labored to a¢com-
plish the work assigned them.

It is written that ‘“ Elias was a
{ man subject to like passions as we
| are, and he prayed earnestly that
it might not rain; and it rained
not on the earth by the space of
three years and six months.”” This
shows thata man of like passions
to ourselves may obtain faith to
perform great and good werks, to
give wise instructions, to proclaim
the principles of the everlasting
gospel, to bear testimony to the
truth, to administer in the work of
the Lo1d and bear off bis kingdom.
And it is our duty,as we have al-
ready been warned, to exercise
faith for those in authority, that,
while they contend with like pas-
sions with eurselves, thev may
have the Spirit of the Almighty to
freserve and guide them, and to
sustain their hands,and in all cases
be careful never to be found speak-
ing evil of the Lord’s anointed. A
tattling tongue is a curse, and, as
the apostle '
set on fire of hell;” and when we
are found speaking evil against the
servants of God and accusing the
brethren we are only following in
the wake of the wicked one. Let
us then avoid these thirgs, and
learn to speak those things that are
good, upright and true, and bear a
faithful testimony of the gospel.

As I said before, I wish the Saints
generally to remember the brethren
who are laboring on the temple at
St. George. They have been work-
ing all the season, with very little
to supply them, and some of them
are destitute of elothing, and other
necessaries,  Some of the workmen
there have labored on the temple
from the very beginuoing, and the
walls are now thirty feet high, and
the work is going ahead prosper-
ously. We have invited the peo-
ple in every settlement to con-
tribute of their means to continue
the work, aud we have also invited
brethren to go down to St. George,
and labor upon the temple this
winter, that the building may be
prepared for the roof as soon as
possible. It will be a magnificent
temple, and will contain all the
conveniences of the temples of
Kirtland and Nauvoo. It will be
one hundred and forty-three feet
long and ninety-seven wide, and
the walls will be eighty-eight feel
high. It is desirabie that the
brethren eontribute their means to
supply the wants of those who are
laboring on that temple, that they
may be encouraged to eontinue.
We are anxious to push this temple
forward to completion as early as
possible. It is not sc large nor so
elaborate in its design as the one in
course of erection in this city. Bt.
George is a place in which parties
Hving in the northern settlements,
who may desire to do so,can go
and spend the winter, and attend
to the ordinances of the priesthood.
When that temple is finished we
can go down theie and be baptized
for our dead, receive our anointings
and ordinances and all the bles-
sings pertaining to the priesthood,
and get our records made to perform
that great work which is placed up-
on us for thegalvation of all the gen-
erations from the time that the
gri&sthﬂnd was lost, the covenant
roken, the laws trampled under
foot and the ordinances forsaken,
unto the present time, for the aal-
vation of all who have died since
then rests upon us as a generation.
But if any of us suffer ourselves to
be led into darkness by the cun-
ning and craftiness of the wicked
one or evil spirits, we lose great
and glorieus blessings, and a great
and glorious responsibility which
is laid upon us pertaining to the
salvation of ourselves and our an-
cestors.  We eall uvpon all the

| who are able to do snL

ames expresses it, “‘is

brethren to consider these things,
and we do not wish any to go and
labor on that temple this winter
unless they desire to do so, and
have got the spirit to go in order
that they may assist in forwarding
the work.

It isvery probable that some who
live in the northern settlements,
will make a

ractice of spending the winter in

t. George, because of the mild

leasant weather which prevails
Fhem during the winter season.
Last winter tke masens worked on
the walls of the temple all the win-
ter, except seven and a half days,
when they were prevented by
rain. But to all who may have
any intention of going there to
spend the winter, I would say,nev-
er go with light''shoes and thin
clothing,but take good warm ecloth-
ing and thick-soled shoes. Do not
be deceived with the idea that you
will find summer weather there in
the winter season, it is more like
pleasant spring weather, and when
evening comes 50041 thick warm

clothing is n

In speaking of the press I wish to
name especially the paper publish-
ed by our sisters — The Woman’s

Ezxponent. 1 feel as though I hard-
ly need suggest to the brethren that
natural gallantry would require
them, all threugh the Territory, to
subscribe to this little sheet, and I

believe that if the brethren would |

do so the paper would be much
more widely eirculated and would
do muech more good than at present.

The brethren should remember|that we are b

that our sisters hold the ballot in
this eountiy, that they have equal
influence at the polls with the
men, and [ certainly think that we
should patronize them in their
press, for I ama satisfied that the
prespects of any man being elected
to the Legislature of Utah Territo-
ry would be very poor if the women
were opposed to him, for I presume
that the women compose a majori-
ty of the legal voters of the Terri-
tory, hence, under these circum-
stanees, our natural gallantry and
the national characteristic to desire
office sheuld prompt us to sustain
their publication.

I hope also that the brethren, in
reflecting wupon the instructions
which have been given during Con-
ference, will net forget what has
been said in relation te sustaining

ourselves with our own material. | bath schoo

Yol. IXIT:

during the success of business for
the last four years, instead of pay-
ing their debts, to launch into bus-
iness of various kinds and get deep-

er into debt. That class of men
have to get their hands untied be-
fore they can take hold to promote
the great project of wuniting the
whole of the Latter-day Saints in

all their business aflairs. But this
must be done as fast as ble, and
the work of making Zion self-sus-

taining must be regarded as part of
the work of the Lord; for it isan
obligation devolving upon us to
provide within ourselves labor and
the necessaries of life. We must
take hold of this matter, brethren
and sisters, with all our hearts, and
never let oursel ves rest until Zion is
independent of her enemies and all

the world.

May peace and the light of truth
abide with you, that you may un-
derstand these t.fxinga and act upon
them with all the spirit and power

of the gospel of peace, is my prayer,
in the name of Jesus, Amen,

Covrespondence.

The Times—Education-—-FProgress
and Prospects.

PAxGcwiTCH, Feb 27, 1875.
Editor Deseret News:

In regard to the times here, in
one word they are dull. But it ap-

rs to be a universal complaint.
ut do not understand me to say
any means in s
starving condition. :

We have three schools running
all the time. Have just finished
one very good schoolhouse and are
working on another.

We have eorgapized a branch of
the United Order and Pangwitch
begins to put on an air of business.

‘%hﬁ weather is very pleasant, the
mountains are covered with snow,
but there is scarcely any snow in
the valley, and everything bids fair
for good crops this year, although
we came near making a failure last
year. S. B. W., Jr.

A

Educational and Recreatlive,

NEPHT, March 4th, 1875.
Editor Deseret News:

I am happy to state that our Sab-
continues to flourish

We have mechanics here who can | under the able management of Sa-
make good coffins, yet a great|perintendent W. H. Warner. Our

many coflins are imported from the
States into this Territory, for which
the meney has to be paid. I say
that we ought to be ashamed of
this I
my dFriends, whoever may live to
place me in the ground, to place
me there in a col ‘made of our
wountain wood by our own me-

chanies, and I prohibit a.lsijrhﬂ:hl:l:?'h

who may outlive me paying a del-
lar for a coffin for me that is im-
ported from the States. That is my
sentimeunt, and I wish it was of
every man and woman in the Ter-
ritory. 1t may besaid to be a small
matter, but it takes thousands of
dollars of our money away gust. to
gratify pride. Rays one—*I am
just as good as such a one, and why
not I have a coffin from éhimgo or
St. Louis as well as he have one?”
This is a sentiment resulting purely
from pride and love of display,
which is anworthy of a Latter-day
Saint. Carry this principle out and
it leads us to reject home-made
shoes and other articles which are
far superior to the foreign-made im:
ported articles.

We have been talking about the
United Order, and getting up tan-
nerijes, shoe shops, &c., and initia-
tory steps have been taken in some
of the settlements with these ob-
jects in view; but it takes time to
carry out anci saccessfully accom-
plish such projects, But we can
produce these things within our-
selves, and it is our duty to do it,
and insteal of manifesting a dis
sition to oppose anything of this
kind, we sheuld exert all the influ-
ence and energy we possess to
bring it about, and to make our-
selves self-sustaining. It is true
that the principles of the United
Order are such that a great portion
of our people at the presemnt time
are not in a condition to take hold
of it with all they have, for man

of them have been foolish enoug

L ]

ere publicly request|selves exceedingly

|2d appea

ave attendance isabout 200. On
the 19th of Febr'g::'iy the Sunday
school children a dance, in
which they seemed to enjoy them-
well. On the
2nd of March the teachers of the
Sunday school met in a soeial par-
ty. The invitation was extended
to the bishop and leading citizens
of this place. The time was very
pleasantly spent in dancing, songs,
etc.;all seemed well satisfied with
the entertainment. The quadrille
bands kindly offered thelr services
for the occasion. Prof. Riggs and
James Dwyer, Esq., gave two very

| interesting lectures upon the sub-

jeet of education, on the eveaing of

Feb. 28th and Mareh 1st, which

were well attended. |
OBSERVER.

——if—

Rowdy lsm in Mill Creek Ware.

MILL CREEK,
‘Mareh 6th, 1875,

Editor Deseret News:

In your evening issue of March
rs an article headed, *‘Dis-
raceful,” from which it appears
hat a Mr. glar:: tam::ag is ll!:illl were
insulted and mistreated, while pas-
sing through Mill Creek Ward, by
three drunken rowdies.

In answer, allow me f{o . say,
through your columns, that we
have made Inzuiry concerning the
affair, and find that the perpetra-
‘tors of the outrage are not members
of the Whard, consequently cannot
be handled by the Bishop. If they
eould be, rest assured, that Bishop
Miller would feel after them sharp-
ly, so far as their church fqllowshig

1

is concerned. ;Eiut 15 M:t-;
will come forward and enter
complaint, names can be furnished,
go that the civil authorities can
take hold ¢f the matter and meet
out due punishment upen convic-

: tfully
e JouN ‘CooK,

1 O
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