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Ealifors deseret nenews

in my previous letters I1 showed
that plurality of wives was not only
practiced by great men of god pre-
vious to the mosaic dispensation
but that in that dispensation the
order of marriage named was prac-
ticed and was divinely established
findtind providededfarforfon in the wtatutesstatutes
and judgments given through
TSlosesmoses for the guidance and gov-
ernment of thutho childrchildrenenieui of israel
and their generations after them in
the promised land I1 will now in-
troducetraduce some instances in the sub-
sequenttsetie history of that people

there was a man who was called
to deliver israel out of the hands of
the Ul and the spirit of
the lord came upon him hibhla
namaname was gideon the lord
wrought a wonderfulerful deliverance
for thutho children of israel through
him and they wanted him to rule
over them but he would not bay-
ing the lord shall rule over
you judges villvin 23 how did
this mighty man with whom thetho
lord conversed stand on the mar-
riage question scripture says
and gideon had three score and

ten sonssong of his body begotten for
helie had many wives be verse SO30
jair a judge in israel had thirty
songsons itzin another judge in 11is-
rael had thirty sons and thirty
daughters Abdondudgejudge in israel
had forty sonssow

there was in israel a levitelevito
choso name was elkanah he
had two wives one named han-
nah and the other peninnah the
luerhatter had childchildrenrellreri huuhub hannah
was not so fortunate it appears
that this man and hlahia family went
up annually to sacrifice to the lord
otor hosts in shiloh hannah was
in great trouble because she hadbad no
children she went up to the
temple of the lord grandand
itheaho was in bitterness of soul and
prayed unto the lord and wept
doreacre and she vowed ait vow and
saldsaid 0 lord of hosts if thou wilt
indeed look on the of
thinothine handmaid and remember
mezue and not forget thine handmaid
buubuc will give unto thine handmaid
a rnmanmauan child then I1 will give him
auto thutha lord all the daya otof mahis
life and there shall no razor come
upon his head 1 samuel i loj10 11

etieli the priest saw ilarher mouth mov-
ing but heard no wordsworde so he re-
proved her thinking she was
drunk Bbadbatat dihe answered no
myroldmy lord lamiamI1 am a aomia of elsoraik borsor-
rowful spirit JC have drunk nelthaneitherr
winewina nor strong drink butbus have
poureddOutout my souisaut before thu
lurdlord 11 seiaana verahverae 115 rhonrhenthenthon elleli
answeredradwinaua maidmaldmaidmald go in peace and
the god of israel orant thee thy
petition that thou hast asked of
nimhim 11seebeebaebeeseasao versaveraa 17 aud they
rosaaruso up inlu the morning early audsud
wwoM0ni hhippedI1 aped before the lord andana
re and came to their house
tta Rramahbamahamah and elkanah knewknow

wife audand thuthe lord re-
membered berher wherefore it came
to passpasa when the timae waswaa come
ab jut after hannah had conceived
that subsue bare a son and called his
namoname samueliSamiubiiBl saying buruse I1
have asked him oiof the nardlard see
verses 19 20

after the child was weaned his
took him to the house of

thutha lord to elleli aud aidaldaid 0 mym
lord adai thy soul liveth my lord L

am the woman that atoostooddbyby thee
here praying unto the lordbord for
tukthin child I1 prayed and the lord
hath given me my petition which
I1 asked ofof him therefore also I1
have lent him to the lordlyrd asus long
ass he liveth he shall bobe lent to thutho
lord and he worshippedworshipped the
lord there seesea verse 262826 28
hannah waswaa so full of joy that she
broke forth into a songhong of thankful
nossnobi to thetho lord As for hamuelsamuel

the child did minister unto the
lord before ell the priestprleat hehe
ii 11 and eilell blessed Elkelkanaheikanahallahariah
and his wife and baldsaid the lord
give thee seed of this woman for
methe ioanloan which is lent to the lord s

siserise verse 20 and thelyrd visited hannah BOso
that she concconceivedelved and bare
three sons and two daughters see
versoverp o 21 the lord called samuelsmuel
and told him what should happen
to the house of ell because ol01 the
wickedness of hlabla icons ccannand

grewgrow and the lord was
with him and did letjet none of hisbis
words fallfali to the groundgrounds and all
israel from dan even to beer-
sheba kknewnew that samuel was es-
tablishedhed toW be a prophet of the

efte

lord and thothe lord appappearedeared
agaiagalnin thiloh for the lordbord re-
vealed himself to samuel in
by thothe word of the lord seebee hi
192119 21 samuel succeededbucceeded ell as
judge in israel and samuel
judged israel all the days of
life keevil 15

now here we have the old story
a polygamous and barren wife

askingk ng tuethe lord for childrenchildrens the
prayer liberally granted the man
and the wife and the child of pro-
mise greatly blessed of the lord

eren t the treatmentment suchauch a
family would hoyehove received at the
handsbands of the presbyterian aulroiassembly
at saratoga

saul was a man who waswad madomade a
prophet and called and anointed of
the lord to be king over israel he
had several wives and although he
did not do in all things that which
pleased the lord yet the fact of
sauls having more than one wife
inhi not spoken of in
the bible saul was oneones of those
persons who act very varyingly
according to the spirit that iais intu
them at the time when influ-
enced by a good spirit he was hum-
ble and humane but when influ-
enced by a bad spirit he wagwas vici-
ously and even murderously in-
clined yet nowhere in the bible
is his plural marriage set down as
resulting from the influence of an
evil spirit saul displeased the
lord in hisbis expedition againstagag and the Ama lokiteslekites in not
keeping the commandment of the
lord in regard to the same said
samuel to saul thou hastbast reject-
ed the word of the lord and the
lord hathbath rejected theetilee from being
king over israel the lord bathhath
rent the kingdom of israel from
theethea this day and hath given it to
a neighbor of thinothine that is better
than thou I1 sam xv 26
23 in consequence of this
transgression saul was never res-
tored to the I1tavorfavorlivorlavor of the lord for
the inspired record says so saul
died for his transgression which he
committed against the lord even
against the word of the Lord which
lielitbe kept not and also for asking
counsel of one that bad a fafamiliarmillarspirit to inquire of it and inquir-
ed not of the lord therefore he
slew him and turned the kingdom
unto david the sonbon of jesse 1
chron x 13 14

david took saulsbauls daughter mi-
chal to wife butbat heho took other
wivesvives alsoalao the following are
mentioned by name the

abigail the carmeli
tesstoes daughter of kalmal
king of ge thur radHaffhaggithgith
and eglah 2 hamaam iii 2 65 thisthia
was whilewhilo dviddavid wawwas king of ju
dab and before he was king of
israel thus david had at least
sevenreven wives in the early part of hisbis
reign heflo was SO30 3yearsears old when
heha began to reign in hebron
he reigned over judah sevsovsevenpa t aab
bodaud six douthe and inid jerusalem
heho reigned thirty and threthree yearbyeara
overallover allali israel iand judah 1 sevseysye 7
4 5 thus davdavid hadbad seven wives
according to flfheao sacred record be-
fore he waa forty years old and at
that time be stood well with the
lord beyond a doubt for although
michal after her marriagemarri ake to da-
vid had been given by saul her
father to einginanotherotner man Phal tiel
ehethe son of laishlalah yet david still
claimed her as his wife and dedo
lauded harpfherpfher of ish bobboaheth sauls

accordingly took her anway
from phaltionol anitauit returned her to
david see filiii 13 16 but david
did not stop Wwithiwithith these seven wives
for the record says and david
took him more concubines and
wives but of jerusalem after he
was come from hebron and there
wereonro yet sons and daughters born
to david see v 13 in another
place it is said and david per
calved that theford had confirmed
him king ever israel for his king-
dom was lifted up on high be-
cause of his people israel and
david took moromore wives at jerusa-
lem and david begat more songsons
and daughters I1 at
that time david was in frequent
communication with the nardlard and
in reference to his wars with the

it laIs said david there-
foreforbfore did as god commanded him 21

and the fame of david went out
into all lands and the lord
brought the fear of him upon all
nations s see verses 16 17 the
learned and devout gentlemen who
made out thethy tables of contents at
the head of the various chapters of
the bible were pleased to put the
following indication of the aboaboveve
statement as to daviddavidsa family
davids felicity in people wives

and children in reading this
ones mind naturally reverts to the
saratoga presbyterian conclave

and vonderieritrif its members approve
of that passage or howbow they would
haveave expressed themselves there i
ttheyhey had been engaged in prepar-
ingng the chapter contents or head-
ingsnastoto the bible the exact num-
berber of the wives of david is not
stated but he lais spoken of as hav-
ing ten concubineconcubines 2 sam 83

david iaIs termed a manasterman after godsgoda
own heart and as a general thing
he served the lord with full pur-
pose of heart and was gready bles-
sed of him in consequence never-
theless david was fallible and in
one matter be committed himself
grievously calling down upon him
the righteous anger efof the lord
that matter was in committing
adultery with Bathbathsheba the witwife
of urnahuriah the hittite and in con-
spiring to deflect the death of the
injured husband after theisetheae
abominable crimes hadbad been com-
mitted by david it is written
but the thing that david hadbad

done displeased the londlord and the
lord sentbent nathan unto david 2
samgamsamalxa 27 xiimil 1 the prophet
nathan thereupon6 went to david
and by relating to hhimim a parable of
a rich man and aboora poor man caused
him to condemn himself and
nathan saldeald unto david thou art
the man thus balth the lord of
israel I1 anointed thee king over
israel and I1 delivered thee out of
the handband of saul andaad
I1 gave thee thy masters
hoube and thy masters wives
into thythy bosom and gave thee the
house of israel and of judahjudith and
if it had been too little I1 would
moreover have given unto thee
sucheuch and suchouch things wherefore

thou despdespisedleed the command-
ment of the lord to do evil in hibbia
sightbight thou hastbast killed urnahuriah the
Hittite with the sword and hadthaat
taken his wirewife to bethbothbe thy wifewire and
bast slain him with uiotiothothe sword ofot
the children of ammon now
therefore the sword shall never de-
part from thine house because thou
bast despised me and basthast taken
the wife of urnahuriah the hittite to be
thy wife thus balth the lord
behold I1 will raise up evil against
thee out of thine own house and I1
will take thy wives before thine
own eyes and give them unto thy
neighbor and he shall lie with thy
wives in the sighteight etof this sunaun for
thou didat it 1lubbutt Zr wuiilldo this thing before all israel and
before the sun seesec xii 7 12
david straightway repentedrepeated sorely
aud the lord mitigated his punish 1

ment so that behe was not slain but
the illegitimate child
from hiahla adulterous intercourseIntercourm
with bathsheba died according to
the word of the lordluord by nathan
thuthy prophet

there are borne things very re-
markablemurkablekabie in connection with thlethie
affairnalair aresupresumingan ingtug that michal wm
daviddavidaa first wife we read nothing
of the displeasure of the lord when
david took to wife abiAblahinoamnoam or
abigail or or haggith or

or Eeglahtiah or any other of
his wives no1 prophet went to
him with the word of the lord dode-
nouncingnoun cing his marriage to more
than one wife butchenbut when bethewhe tied
paredpa bedred with another mans wife and
meanly boughtsought that mans ilfe then
the lord was displeased with da-
vid and sent nathan to denounce
his crims and announce the pun-
ishment but what must
sound i

strange to many people is
ane factfact that the lord through
nathan told david how behe had
been blest how the loidlord had given
him the housebouse of his tatherfather iulu law
ulandSa gave the wives of saul into
hibhla bosom enndlandand ifit that bad been
too liitlelittle I1 would moreover have
given thee such and such things
intimation could hardly be piatplatplain-
er that the lord did not condemn
davids polygamy up to that time
that in contracting plural mar-
riages david had not displeased the
lord that the lord hadhail actually
given several wives to david that
the lord wonwould1 d havhave0 given him
more if he had sought them inain ft
proper spirit and mannersmannerymanner but that
when david broke the seventh
commandment by his adultery
with bathsheba and then broke
the sixth commandment by com-
passing the death of her injured
husband he committed mortal
sinbin the lord was sorely displeased
and nathan was at once sent to
david to bring him to a serious
reckoning a reckoning which
though modified was an exceed-
ingly costly one to david it Is
still more expressly stated that
Davdavidelisdavidsidlis taking beveral wives waa
not accounted criminal before the
lord the sacred record baynay a
david did that which was right

in the eyes of the lord and turned
not asidoaside from anything that he

comshacommanded him all the days of
life save only in the matter
uriah the 11 I1 xv 5

in taking the wife of uriahuriab
david committed a grievousbinsin
and the offspring of the
connectionconnections being a bastard was
by moses excluded from the con
gregation of the lord indeed the
child wwabwasAs stricken of0 the lord and
permitted to live but a short time
when david took the widow of
uriahurlah as a wife it was perhaps
making ailsill the reparation to her
that be could but that did not
palliate thetho sin of his criminal in-
tercoursetercoursecourte with herliar during the life
of herbar husband uriahuriab nor the sinbin
of effectingaffecting hishla death nevertie
lejebjes and thibthis iais a very notable
ththingrigs the next child that
ba bore to david was Solomon Now
although david had many wives
besides Bathshebalyet her son solo-
mon kasnot accounted
WAS nonott excluded from ththee congre-
gation of the lord on the con-
trary nathan was sentcent to david to
approve of hishla design to build a
housebouse to the nameonname of the lord and
hidbis preparations aisoalao to
bayeay that behe should not build the
house for that work should devolve
upon his soneon I1 chron avil this
chosen son was solomon Bathbheshe
basbals second child by david for

the lord loved him from his
youth up 2 sam xii 24

I1 inaylay enlarge a little on the mes-
sages of the lord by nathan in re
gard to the two children which
llathaliathabebaboba bore to david when
nathan hassentwas sentbent of the lord to da-
vid to reprove him for hhhis adultery
with her when bheehe was the wife of
uriah nathan said to david the
lord nisoalso hath put away
thou shall not die howbeitbe
caurie by this deed thou bast given
great occasion to the enemies of tbthea
lord to blasphemeherneberne the child aioalso
that is born unto thee shall surely
die s 2 sam xii 13 14 after

death and david had taken
to the widow of uriahuriab the
samebame bathsheba in regular form as
a wife and she ladhadhad borne to him
solomondulomon the lord sent this same
nathan again to david but on a
very diffiedifferentrent errand for now bath
ishiba was davids polygamous wife
but when her first child by him
was begotten it was through an

union of their son
salomonsolomon however ftit Is written
the lord loved him and he

sent by the bandbaud of nathan the
prophet and he called hshis namunamenannicanni

beloved of the lord be-
cause of the lord ss see verses 24
25 thus nathan the prophet wawas
sent to david three times with a
message nemhem thetho lord concerning
these two children which david
had by Bathsbathshebabebaboba once concern
the adulterously begotten child
that it should die and twice con-
cerning the begotten
child lomonsolomonbo and both of the lat

with the express blessing
of the lord upon the child thereby
demonstrating the vast the dia-
metrical the irreconcilable diffdiffer-
ence

er
in the eyes of the lord be

tween adultery and polygamy the
former being denounced and pun-
ished as heinously criminal the lat-
ter being approved and blessed as
honorable marriage

when david was advanced in
years he caused hisbig son solomon
to be anointed and proclaimed in
his stead king over all israel and
he charged solomon to build the
house pfaf the lord and to servaserveberve the
lord with a perfect heart and a
willing mind then he called for
solomon his son and 1charged him
to build an house for the lord god
of israel and david baideaid to solo-
mon my son as fox me it was
in myy mind tot build an
housebouse unto the namecame of the
lord my god but the word of the
lord came to me saying thou
has shed blood abundantly and
bast made great wars thou
not build an house uunton to my narnnameal
iseIfebecausecause thou has sheshedd much blobiobloodod
upon the earth in my sighteight be-
hold a soneon shall be born to thee
who shall be a man of rest and iI1
will give him restreat from all lishis ene-
mies round about for his name
shall be solomon and I1 will give
peace and quietness unto israel in
his dayedays he shall build an house
for my name and he shall by my
son and I1 will be his father I1
chron axil 6 10 and of all
my sonsbons for the lord hathbath given
me many sonsbons he hathbath chosen
solomon my son to sit upon the
throne of the kingdom efof the lord
over israel and hebe saidskid unto me
solomon thy sonron he shail build mymy
house aad my courts for I1 have
chosenchoen him to be myray eonson and I1
will be his father moreoverr I1
will establish uihla kindom for ever

if behe be constant to do my coiacoin
mandments arid myray judgments a
at this day s baudgaudanuand thou my son
know thou thothe god of thy tatherfatherr
and serve him with a perfect heart
and with a willing mind for thetha
lord searBearchethchoth all hearts and unut
derdentandeth all the imaginations of
the thoughts if thou seek him hehs
will be found of thee but if thou
forsake him behe will cast thee ostoff
for ever take heed now for tuithe
lord hathbath chosen thee to build anat
housebouse for the sanctuary bebo stronetron
and do it 11 bhebee 5

it laIs written niroalro that in hlahia ear
iierher days solomon loved the lord
walking in the statutes of david
his father s and the lord appeared
unto him in a dream of the night
and told him to ask what the lord
should give him solomon verrverj
sensibly asked of the lord
and understanding give therlthere
fore thy servant an ir
heart to judge thy people
may discern between good and bdbit
for who iato able to judge this thy s
great a people and speed
pleased the lord that he had astei
thibthia thing and god silis liiili
unto him because thou bast
asked this thingand buibut not asefased
for thyself long I1ilfe1 I1I neither hast
asked richeariches for thythyselfselfseif norcor hasihast
asked the life of thine enemas but
hasthut asked for thythyselfself understand
ing to discern jjudgmentn6 t behold I1
have done according to
iosloslo10 I1 have given thee a wise ante
understanding heart so
waswag none like thee
neither after thee ahall admauy
like untoauto theebee and I1 hsibai
given lileethee that which th-outhou hatbli
nonotnol tasked both riches and hodorhonor
eoso that there shailchall not be any
among the kings nse unto thee sllail

thy daysbays and if thou wilt vtvai
in my ways to keep my elates
and my commandments as thiA
father david did walk then I1 wihwil
lengthen thy days I1 kingsriho IU 9
14 beesee also 2 chron ls1712irleirie there
greatgroat blessings were promised and
given of the lord to a person ghonwhom

the saratoga presbyterian conconi
branded with allea

macy and shame and
rents maythey would have fined a

for giving himahilj 1

chancechanes of birth even for he TO

bonaon of david by one of the mi
his polygamous alvea
possibly be plainplainerbr framfrom cheti
mentsmentsinthein the foregoingng quotation
that solboisolomonomon child of a

marriage though haho wasvas v
novnotno accounted a bastard by thi

lord forlor it laIs directly statatttaff to ththi

contrary that the jordlord ackflosfloy
edgedledged solomon to be foneon ad
hethe lord called himself Soloaddymoil

father so fairfar fromrom solomon hetbetbeans

denied entranceance to the cocoali-
tion of the lord he olidaead
theha lord before all tha mer emismibomsom

of david or of any other un V
build the tempietemple of the lerl1611
hothe lord had looked upon pionplon

of wives as the saratoga fraba

rian assembly did it iais 1a
idom1

strange that he should have echow1

the polypolygamousgamoua bonsonboneon of a
mist to bless with wisdom addsands

riches E

power and influence la
prosperity beyond preprecedenteeden ca

to0 o build the most magnificent tt

piele ever erected to the nanambomeos 6anfn
lord W

1I willill pass on and bayssaysbaysay ama welwet

knowncnown that solomon wlm
wives the bible saysva he baubay
thousand and
this was certainly ea very W
number and most people woclaw

inclined to consider itii very eitexi

sive beze this as irmayit may thathe bacssacsA
record nowhere condemns 1116
taking more wives than gnegyone sl
he advanced in lefebelifeilfe he fellom
transgressionsionbion and came underUDder COcw

dem nation of the lord auwbulo
bible says his transgression codacen

edad in marrying strange WOE

which was forbidden to Israisraelaeld
in being led by them to forsake 6

lord and go into idofatry theft
lowing passages areeire very plain 0c
this point abutbut king solbomsom1

1

loved strange women i

gether with the daughter of

naoh women of the
jonitesmo Ed ss Zidonia2 DS SDIB

hittitesHittitesitee of the nations
which the lord said unto tbthee

dren of israel meshallye shall not go90

them neither shall they cy g
unto you for sureburesurelyly theyjrwillahto

heart after their 9away
solomon

your
clave ununtot0 ttheseI1 ue injoin og1

and hohe had seven audred
0and three hundred gprincesses vilwil

cubcabinetinesinee and bibbis wivesw aihibhishi sheatheart for it asme to toI1 i

thI1when solosolomonmon was old
muriad away hishitwives bu

after other godfin anda
0ffvwwith J

heart was not perfect


