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PRESBYTERIANS AND POLY-
GAMY.

Lord. And the Lord appeared
agaln in Builoh: for the Lourd re-
vealed himself to SBamuel in S8hiloh
by the word of the Lord.” See ili,
| 19-21. Bamuel succeeded Ell as a
Judge in Isrsel. “And BSamuel
judged Israel all the days of his
life.” Bee vil, 15.

Savrr LAKE CITy.
August 26, 1879,

Lditors Deseret News: l

[n my previeus letters I showed| Now here we have the old story
that plurality of wives wasnot only | g polygamous and barren wife
practiced by great men of God pre- asking the Lord for children, the

vious to the Mosaic dispensation,
but that in that dispensation the
order of marrisnge named was prac-
ticed and was divinely established
ind provided for in the statutes

prayer liberally granted, the man
and the wife and the child of pro-
mise greatly blessed of the Lord.
How different the treatment such a
i family would bhave received at Lhe
and judgments given Lhrough {hgndgof the Presbyterian assembly
Moses for the guidance and gov-|g¢ Saratoga.
ernment of the children of Israel | gaul was a man who was made a
and their generations after them in prophet aud called and anointed of
the promised land. 1 will now in- | the Lord to be king over Israel. He
troduce some instances in the sub-| a4 several wives, and although he
sequent history of that people. did not de in all things that which
I'here was a man who was called pleased the Lord, yet the fact of
to deliver Israel out of the hands of | g1’ having more than one wife
the Midianites, and the spirit of | s notspoken of condemnatorily in
tbe Lord came upon him. His|the Bible. Saul was one of those
nams was Gideon. The Lord| ersons who act very varyingly,
wrought a woaderful deliverance according to the spirit that is in
for the children of Israel through|them at the time. When influ-
him, and they wanted him to rule| ¢y ced Ly a good spirit he was hum-
over them, but he would not, 8ay-| bie and humsne, but when influ-
log, ““I'ne Lord ehall rule over|gpced by a bad spirit he was vici-
you.” Judges viil, 23. How did | ongly and even murderously in-
this mighty man, with whom the|.jjned, Yet nowhere in the Bible
Lord conversed, stand on the mar-| jg his plural marriage set down as
S question? Beripture says, resulting from the influence of an
And Gideon had three score and | evi] gpirit. Saul displeased the
ten sons of his body begotten: for| r.ord in his expedition against
he had many wives.”” See verse 30, Agag and the Amalekites, in not
Jair, a judge in Lsrael, had thirty | eeping the commandment of the
sons. 1bzan, another judge in Is-|T,0rd in regard to the same. Baid
rael hﬂd thll‘t-}’ BONA ﬂ[!d thirt, Samual mﬂaul’ “Thﬂu hast mjmt'_
daughters. Abdon,jadge in Israel, | ¢d the word of the Lord, and the
had forty sona, Lord hath rejected thee from being
'nere was in [srael a Levile,|king over Israel.”” ¢The Lord hath
whose name was Klkanah. He)rentthe kingdom of Israel from
had two wives, one named Han-|thee this day, and hath given it to
nah, and the other Peninnah, The| 3 neighbor of thine, that is better
latler had children, but Hannah |than thou.” 1 Sam. xv, 26,
was not so fortunate. It appears|eg [p consequence  of : this
toat this man and his family went | iransgression, Saul was never res-
up annually to sacrifice to the Lord | tored to the favor of the Lord. for
of Hosts in Shiloh. Hanoah was | the inspired record says: “*So éaul
in great trouble because she had no | dieq for his transgression which he
children, She went up to thelcommitted against the Lord, even
Jemple of the Lord, “and|gggainstthe word of the Lord,which
she was in bitterness of soul, and | he kept not, and also for asking
prayed unte the Lord, and wept| gounsel of one that had a familiar
sore. Andshe vowed a vow, and | gpijrit, to inquire of it; and inguir-
aaid, O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt|ed not of the Lord: therefore he
indeed look on the aflliction of|zlew him, and turned the Eingdom
thine handmaid, and remember uanto David the son of Jesge.,” 1
we, and not forget thine handmaid, [ Chron. x. 13, 14.
but will give unto thine hsadmaid |  pavid tvok Saul’s dasghter Mi-
w man chbild, then I will give him | shal to wife, but he took otlher
uuto the Lord all thedays of bis) wives ulso. The following are
life, aud there shall no razor come | mentioned by name; Ahinoam the
unpon his head.” 1 Samuel i, 10, 11 Jezreelitess; Abigall the Carmeli-
[£11 the priest saw her mouth mov- tess; Maacahb, dauzhter of elmali,

ing, but beard no words<. So he re-| king of Geshur; Haggith; Abital,
proved her, ihinking she wsa|yngd Egiah., 2 Sam, iii. 2—=5 This
drunk, But she answered, “No, | wes while David was King of Ju

my lord, 1 am a womaa of a sor-
rowfal spicit: [ have druak nelther
wine nor strong dJdrink, but have
poureid out my seul oefore the
Lord.” HNee verse 15, “Then Eh
Ailswered sud sald, go 1n peaceiand
the God of Llsrael grani thee thy
petition that thou hast asked of
aim.”” - See verse 17. ““Aud they
roseé up in the morniog early, aond
worsalpped before the Lord, anu
returnged, and came to thelr house
to> Ramah., and Elkanah kopew
Hanuab bis wife; aud the Liord re-
membered her, Wherefore it came |
to pass, when the time was come
rbout after Hannab bad conceived,
that she bare a son, and called his
nsme Samuael, saying, Beoause If
have asked him of the Lerd.” Bee
verses 19, 20.

dah, and before he was king of
[srael. Thus David had at least
seven wives in the early part of his
reign. He was 30 years old when
he began to reign. “In Hebron
he reigned over Judah seven yeats
aud #ix mosths; and io Jerusalem
e reigned Lhirty and three years
over all Lsrael and Judah,” Beéev.
4,5. Thus David had seven wives,
according to the sacred record, be-
fore he was forly years old, and at
that time be stood well with the
Lord beyond a doubt. For although
Michal, afier her marriage to Da-
vid, had been given, by Saul her
father, to sanother man, Phaltiel
the son of Laish, yet David still
claimed her as his wife, and de
mauded her of Ish bosheth, Baul's
son,whe accordingly took her away

After tae child was weaned, his | from Pnaltiel, aud returned her to
miother (00K hum to the house of | David, See iii. 13—168. But David
the Livrd, to Eily and eaid, ““O my | did not stop with these seven wives,
lord. as thy soul liveth, my lord, 1 | for the record says, ““And David
am the woman that stood' by thee |took him more concubines and
here, praying uato the Liord. For ] wives out of Jerusalem, after he
this chiid I prayed: and the Lord | was come from Hebron: and there
hath given me my petition which | were yet sons and daughters born
[ asked of nim: Thererore also I |to David.” BSeev. 13. In another
have lent him te the Lord; as long | place it is said: “And David per
#8 he liveth he shall be lent to the | ceived that theLord bad confirmed
Lord. And he worshipped the|hbhim king ever Israel, for his king-
Liord there.” Bee verse 26-28.|dom was litted up on high, be-
Havnah was so full of joy that she | cause of his peopie Israel. And
broke forlh Into a song of thankful- | David took more wives at Jerusa-
ness to the Lord., As for Samugel,|lem: and David begat more sons
‘“the child did mninister unto the |and daughters.” 1 Chron.xiv.2,3. At
l,ord beiore KEli the priest.’”” See¢|that time David was in frequent
ii, 11. ““‘And Eli blesced Elkanab | communication with the Lerd, and
and his wife, and said, The Lord |in reference to his wars with the
give thee seed of this woman for | Philistines it is said, “David there-
tte Joan which islent to the Lord.” | fore did as God eommanded him.”

Sce verse 20, ‘““And the|‘“‘And the fame of David went out
Lord  visited Hannah, go|into all lands; and the Lord
that she conceived, and bare|brought the fear of him upon all

turee sonsand two daughters,” See | nations.” See verses 16, 17. The
verse 21, The Lord ecalled Samuel | learned and devout gentlemen who
and told bim what should happen | made out the tables of contents at
to the house of Kli, because of the | the head of the various chapters of
wickedness of his sons. ¢And|the Bible were pleased to put the
Saimuel grew, and the L.ord was|following indication of the above
with him, and did Jet npone of his|statement as to David’s family—
words fall to the ground, and all | ““David’s felicity in pesple, wives
Israel, from Dan even to Beer-[and children,” In reading this,
sheba, knew that Bamuel was es- | one’s mind naturally reverts to the
tablished o be a prophet of the|Baratoga Presbyterian conclave,
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thy wife.
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and wonder,if its members approve
of that passage, or how they would
have expressed themeselves there if
they had been engaged in prepar-
ing the chapter contents or head-
ings to the Bible. The exact num-
ber of the wives of David is not
stated, but he is epoken of as hav-
m%)ten concubines. 2 Sam. xx, 8,

avid is termed a man after God’s
own heart, and as a general thing
he served the Lord with full paur.
pose of heart and was greatly bles-
scd of him in consequence. Never-
theless David was fallible, and in
one mstter he cummil;l:eci himeelf
grievously, calling down upen him
the righteous anger ef the Lord.
That matter was in committing
adualtery with Bathsheba, the wife
of Uriah, the Hittite, and in con-
spiring to eflect the death of the
injured husband, After these
abominable crimes had been com-
mitted by David, it is written,
‘“‘But the thing that David had
done displeased the Liord., And the
Liord sent Nathan unto David.”’ 2
Sam. xi, 27; x1i, 1. The Prophet
Nathan thereuponiwent to David,
and by relating to him a parable of
a rich man and a poor man, caused
bhim to econdemn himself, ‘And
Nathan said unto David, Thou art
the man. Thus saith the Lord of
[srael, I anointed thee king ever
[srael;and I delivered thee out of

the hand of BSaul; and
I gave thee thy master’s
how and thy master’s wives

into thy bosom, and gave thee the
house of Israel and of Judah; and
if it bad been too little, I would
moreover have given unto thee
such and such things. Wherefore
hast thou despised the command-
ment of the Lord, to do evil in his
sight? Thou hast killed Uriah the
Hittite with the sword, and hast
taken his wife to be thy wife, and
hast slain him with the sword of
the children of Ammon. Now,
therefore, the sword shall never de-
part from thine house; because thou
bast despised me, aad hast takem
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be
Thus saith the Lord,
Behold I will raise up evil against
thee out of thine owu house, and I
will take thy wives before thine
own eyes, and give them unto thy
neighbor, and he shail lle with thy

wives in the eight of this sun. For
thou didst it secrelly, but I will

do this thing before all Israel, and
before the sun.” Sec. xii, 7-12
David straightway repented sorely,
aud the Liord mitigated his punish-
ment, so that he was not slain, but
the illegitimate child resulting
from his adalterous intercourse
with Bathsheba, died, according to
the word of the lord by Nathan
the prophet,

There are some things very re-
markable in connection with this
sffair. Presuming that Micha)l was
David’s first wife, we read nothing
uf the displeasure of the Lord when
David took to wife Ahlnoam, or
Abigail, or Masaach, or Haggith, or
Abital, or Eglah, or any other of
his wives, o prophet went. to
him with the word of the Lord, de-
nouncing his marriage to more
than one wife. But when he tres-
paseed with another man’s wifeand
meanly sought that man’s ilfe,then
the Lord was displeased with Da-
vid, and sent Nathan to denounce
his erimes and announce the pun-
ishm;m; therefor. But what llnu;:
sound strange to many ple
tne fact that the Lord,p:gmugh
Nathan, told David how he had
been blest, how the Loid had given
him the house of his father-iu-law,
Sanl,and gave the wives of Baulinto
his bosom, ‘‘and if that had been
too lictle, I would moreover have
given thee csuch and such things.”
Intimation could bhardly be plain-
er that the Lord did not condemn
David’s polygamy up to that time,
that in contracting plural mar-
riages David had not displeased the
Lord, that tue Lord had actually
given several wives to David, that
the Lord would bave given him
more if he had sought them in a
proper spirit and manner, but that
when David broke the eseventh
commandment by his adualtery
with Bathsheba, and then broke
the sixth commandment by com-
passing the death of her injured
husband, he commiited mortal
sin, the Lord was sorely displeased,
and Nathan was at once sent to
David to bring bhim to a serious
reckoning, a reckoning which
though modified, was an exceed-
ingly costly one to David. It is
still more expressly stated that
David’s taking several wives was
not accounted ecriminal before the
Lord., The sacred record says,
“David did that which was right
in the eyes of the Lord, and turned
not aside from anything that he
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commanded him all the days of his
life, save only in the matter of
Uriah the Hittite.” 1 Kings xv, b.

In tsking the wife of Urlah,
David committed a grievous sin,
and the offspring of the adultereus
connection, being a bastard, was
by Moses excluded from the con-
'S tion of the Lord. Indeed the
child was stricken of the Lord, and

mitted to live but a short time.

hen David took the widow of
Uriah as a wife, it was perhaps
making all the reparation to her
that be could, but that did not
palliate the sin of his ceriminal in-
tercourse with ker during the life
of ber husband Uriab, nor the sin
of effecting hisa death. WNeverthe-
les», and this is a wvery notable
thing, the next child that Bathshe-
ba bore to David was Solomon. Now,
although David had many wives
besides Bathsheba,yet her son Solo-
mon was not accounted a bastard,he
was not excluded from the congre-
gation of the Lord, On the con-
trary, Nathan was sent to David to
approve of his design to build a
bouse to the name Of the Lord, and
his preparations therefor, also to
say that he should not build the
house, for that work should devolve
upon hiseon. 1 Chron. xvii. This
chosen son was Bolomon, Bathshe-
ba's second child by blvid, for
““‘the Lord loved him,” from his
youth up. 2 Sam. xii, 24.

I msaye a little on the mes-
sages of the Lord by Nathan in re-
gard to the two first children which
Bathsheba bore to David, When
Nathan was sent of the Lord to Da-
vid toreprove him for his adultery
with her when she was the wife of
Uriah, Nathan sald to David, *““The
Lord also hath put awsay thy sin;
thou shalt not die. Howbeit, be-
cauee by this deed thou hast given
great oocasion to the enemies of the
Lord to blaspheme; the child also
that is born unto thee shall surely
die.” 2 Bam. xii, 13, 14. After
Uriah’s death,and David had taken
to himeelf the widow of Uriah, the

same Bm|‘.11:.s~l:eshm.i‘:'n;_I regular form as | gi

& wife, and she borne te him
Sulomon, the Lord sent this same
Nathano again to David, but on a
very different errand, for now Bath-
sheba was David’s polygamous wife,
but when her first child by him
was begotten, it was through an
aduiterous nnion. Of their son
Selomon, however, it is written,

“The Lord loved him., And he
sent by the hand of Nathan the
prophet, and he called his name
Jedidinh [beloved of the Lord). be-
cause of the Lord.” BSee verses 24,
25, Thus Nathan the prophet was
sent to David three times with a
m e frem the Loord concerning
these two children which David
had by Bathsheba—once concern-
Lthe nlhmunlf begotten child,
that it should die; and twice con-
cerning the polygameusly begotten
child Bolomon, and both of the lat-
ter times with the express blessing
of the Lord upon the child, thereby
demonstrating the wvast, the dia-
metrical, the irreconcilable differ-
ence, in the eyes of the Lord, be-
tween adultery and polygamy, the
former being denounced and n-
ished as heinously criminal, the lat-
ter belnl;ilppmvod and blessed as
marriage
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When David was advanced in
years, he caused his son Solomon
to be anointed and proeclaimed in
his stead king over all Ierael, and
he charged Solomon to build the
house of the Lord, and to serve the
Lord with & perfect heart and =
willing mind. “Then he called for
solomon his son, and charged him
to build an house for the Lord Ged
of Israel. And David said to Solo-
mon, My son, as for me, it was
in my mind te bulld an
bouse unto the name of the
Lord my God: Bat the word of the
Lord came to me, saying, Thou
has shed blood abundantly, and
bast made great wars: thou shalt
not build an house unto my name,
pecause thou has shed much blood
upon the earth in my sight. Be
hold & son shall be born to thee
who shall be a man of rest; and 1
will give him reat from sll his ene-
mies round about; for his mame
shall be Solomon, and I will give
and quietness unto Isrsel in

is days. e shall build an house
for my name; and he shall by my
son, and I will be his father,” 1
Chron. xxii. 6—=10. “And of all
my sons (for the Lord hath given
me many sons), he hath chosen
Solomen my son to sit upom the
throne of the kingdom ef the Lord
over Israel. And he siid uuto me,
Solomon thy son, he shali build my
house and my courts: for I have
chosen him to be my son, and I
will be his father., Moreover, I
will establish his kindom for ever,

e —
if be be constant to do my eop,.
mandments and my judgments, g
at this day.” *¢And thou, my %0,
know thou the God of thy fa
and serve him with a perfect ham:
and with a willlng mind; for the
Lord searcheth all hearts and yuy,
derstandeth all the imaginationg g
the thoughts. If thou seek him he
will be found of thee; but if theg
forsake him he will cast thee o
for ever, Take heed, now; for the
Lord hath chosen thee to build g
house for the sanctuary; be strong,
and de it.” Bee xxviii, 57, 9, 14,
It is written alro that in his egr.
lier days “‘Solomon loved the Lo
walking in the statutes of II!::ﬁ
his father,”” and the Lord a
unto him in a dream of the night
and told him toask what the Loy
should give him. Solomon very
sensibly asked of the Lord wisdom
and understanding. ‘‘Give thep
fore thy servant an unders
heart to judgn thy people, that
may discern between good and bsd
for who is able to judge this thy
great a people? And the. ﬂpeJ
pleased the Lord that he had as
this thing. And God
unto him, Because thou h
asked this thing,and bast not mﬁ
for thyself long life; neither has
asked riches for thysell, nor hast
asked the life of thine enemies: by}
::nat asked for t:lhjdnelr un d-
ng to discern judgment; behold
have done aecordicg to thy ”‘{
lo, I have given thee a wise anlg
understanding heart; sot
was none like thee bef
neither after thee shall arn
like unto thee. And L1 have
given thee that which thou has
not asked, both riches, and honor
so that there thall not be an
among the EKings like unto thees
thy days. And if thou wilt wak
in my ways, to keep my statuls
and my commandments, as
father David did wealk, then I
lengthen thy days.” 1 Kingsiii, 9
14. See also 2 Chron, 1, 7-12. These
great blessings were promised and
ven of the Lord to a person w
the SBaratoga Presbyterian co
would have branded with illegt
macy and shame, and whose »
rents they would have fined
imprisoned for giving him 3

polygamous wives. W
possibly be plainer, from the
ments in the foregoing quotatiol
that Solomon, child of a '[10133
mous marriage though he was,
not accounted a bastard by th
Liord, for it is directly statel, to the
contrary, that the Lord acksow
ledged Solomon to be hisson, an
the Lord called himself Solomor’
father, Bo far from Solomon bel
denied entrsnce to the o
tion of the Lord, he wasehaen
the Lord, beforeall thed
of David or of any otherw
bulid the tewnpleof the LW J
the Lord had looked upon plans
of wives as the Saratoga Pres
rian assembly did, it is pasi
strapge that he sbould have chos
the polygamous son of a polj
mist to bless with wisdom and@
derstanding, riches and how
power and influence,
prosperity, beyond p
to build the most magnificentis
E.l: gvar erected to the name ol &
rd.

I will on and say, lﬁ
known, that BSolomon 4y
wives. The Bible says he st
thousand wives and coscubE
This was certainly & very &
number, and most people would
inclined to consider il very e
sive. Be this as it may, the
record nowhere condemns him #
taking more wives than obé.
he advanced in life he .
transgression and came under &
demnpation of the Leord, but
Bible says his trapsgression CoDs
ed in marrying str oF
which was forbidden to *
in being led by them to forsake ¥
Lord and go into idolatry, T

lowin
et Bt Kiog o

this

loved many strange womed =
gether with the daughter of £
rach, women of the Meabites, &
monites, Edomites, Zidonians, &
Hittites; of the nations concer¥
which the Lord said unto the o’
dren of Israel, ye shall not go B
them, neither shall they :jﬂ'f'
unto you; for surely they Wil *
nwiny ron:]l:wt ﬁimthl: "

mon clave un
i.;:tg he had seven hundred Wit

cov
rincesses, and three hundred
gﬂbi nes; and his wives tursed 8%

his beart, JKFor it came ® b
the

when BSeolomon Was old, .
wives tu away h:nd d

other  gOus:
hqfrtmnbiwf'“'m

k]
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