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CORRESPONDENCE.

Wrilten for this Paper-

THE RESERVATIONS:

—

BSUGAR HoUSsE WARD, 8alt Lake
county,Aug. T,1804.—It maylbe that a
few fnots aboul the Ulntah reservation
will not be gul of place and may be of
great benefit to those Who are
anxiously awaiting the opening
of thal sectlon of country, so I will
venture to glve Lhem,

For about twenty-five miles from the
beadwaters of Lhe Btrawberry creek,
or where the road goes over the divide
at the head of Danleis’s canyon, is a
beautiful grazing or stock country for
summer, but very cold im winter, snow
falling to the depth of five Lo len
feet. Lce will form to the thickness of
quarter of an inch in July sod Auguss,
and each nigbt the graes is white with
troet. I do not think graln or any
kind of vegetables will grow there,

After you travel about twenty-five
miles enst, or down the Birawberry,
you leave the grass and beautiful
meadowsa and low, rolling hilis com-
mence with Currant creek, a tributary
of tbe Atrawberry, Thblas ia m beautiful
atream of water incased by high red
pandatone walls. The valley or boltom
land between thoee walls le only a lit-
tte wider than the bed of the atream,
and there is bot little grass or feed for
atock.

Seven miles aoroes red sandstone
and cedar hills brings you to Red creek,
& tributary of Currant oreek, Red
oreek la a small stream and jta pame 1g
very appropriate, for ita source s be-
tween walle of sandetone,and s kind of
red clay colors the water, which often
1s unfit for use eitber for man or beasl,
The valley or bottom iand along this
atream is only a hundred or so yarde
hetween walla and of but little ase for
agrioulture,

Twenty-five mlles aoross desert
pande, rocky clifla, precipices, deep
sande, through ocedar and nut pine
groves (the cedar guod for fence posts
ahd the vut pine good for fire wood),
but no grass or walel, we ¢ome on Lo
the Btrawberry river.
farming land, for in many places the
.blafls of sandstone come Jown to the
water’s edge snd for two und & haif
miles the road takes lo the hille again,
After croesing tbe river at a very had
torg, and going hy more hlufls, sand
and rooky glaues and cedars, We again
come to the siream. There are some
gottonwood trees and a little feed,

Two and & half miles brings uas to
the Duchesne river, where the two
atreams come together. Here there is
g tract of land, perhapes four Lhous-
and BGres, of good looking
soil, some of which ocould be
made & meadoWw 1f the Wailer was
torned on 1t.

The Duchesne i B beaatiful small
river. For about elgbt miles down
the valley—If it can be called one, for
in no place ls it more tban a mile
wide from blafl to bluf—the road goes.
Then it haes to take to the second
pench, over rolling foothills covered
with bpoulders ol varlous aizes and
pienty of them. XItisn very bad road
from here to Fort- Docbesne., Lt ee!-

There s no

dom comes to the river—only in about
three places, and then for onlys few
yards,when it takes to Lhe hiils again.
Ag far as the river ie in sight of the
road, in no place is it to exceed Lwo
miles from bluff to bluff.

On the scutb side of the Duchesne,
from wherv the Btrawberry emptles
into 1, golng east for forty miles there
is as far Lo the poulh ap you can see a
vasl desert—no cedars, np pice, no
graes, ho vegetation of any kind, only
sand, rocks and deep gorges, All the
vegelation on ten thousand acres would
not feed A Jack rabbit for twenty-four
hours.

Take the Duchesne valley from the
mouth of the Btrawberry to Foriy Du.
cheane, which fs about fifty milee; the
valley would afford ;many good sites
for farms on one side of the river or the
other, and sometimes on both, I be-
lieve the scll is good and the climate
quite pleasnnt, Water is in ahundanoce.
There ie scarcely any feed on the vot-
tomse and abeclately none on the hills.
Bowe cottonWooda grow along the
river,

What [ say about the Duchesne L
oan pay Bbout the othera ot the streams,
The country lyilng between the Du-
chesne from where theSt:awberry em-
piien into it, going north acroes to Linke
Fork, furnishea no vegetalion and 1s
worse than all—no wsoll, and a hleak,
rooky, sandy deserl. Lake Fork is a
beautiful stream of good waler, There
are plenty of fish, and some ducks and
geese in the fall of the year; and Lake
Fork,for about 25 miles from its source,
wounld furnish many rearchers after
homes with nice places to mettle. Its
nerrow valleys are incssed in high
walls of red and white pandstons.
W here the Liake Fork empties into the
Duchesne could be made a nlce sized
gettlement, with good land anda plenty
of water. Ballding timber is about 30
to 50 miles distant, for lomber,
houee loge, fence posats, eto. There
ia,plenty of this and of a good gnality,
and which will not be ueed up for ages.

Dry Creek, or Dry Fork, as some
call it, about eighteen miles from Lake
Fork, ls a nice piece of land about one
mile wide nnd peveral miles long. The
soll s rich, but there 2 no water unlesa
Lake Fork or the Uintah river is
vrought on to it, which might be ob-
Jucted to by people living slong those
atreame.
ccttonwoods along the dry wash,

Eight milee briogs us to the Uintah
river at Fort Duchesne, There is some
good land along thls stream, in the
narrow vaileye maln other streams in
the reservation, White Rock s &
tributary of the Ulntah river. Itis a
short stream bot would furnish many
good ranches, Oo the headwalers of
all there streams there is abundance of
good timber lo pupply the iarmera of
that seclion for many years.

While I may nol agree with some
who describe that eountry as a para-
djre, f alm to tell of it ae L saw It.
Alopg thoee streams the valleya are so
parrow tbat it would necessitale seitl-
jog it for » iong stretoh to get
population sufficieat to bave a =ohool,
and some children then would have to
travel u long ways. ‘The strpnma go

There 18 no grase and but few-

zigzagging moross the valleys, In many
piaces there is no graea or feed,

Persons who osn spare the time gand
bear Lhe expense should go and see
for themeelver before deciding tg gettle
on the reservation When it is opened,
Don’t think you wlil find 40 acres
plowed up, with a row of fruit trees
all argand o full bloom.

JouN R, WILBON.

A CONFERENCE IN SAMOAi
PAGOPAGO HARBOR, Bamoa,

Mpy 1st
On the 27th of Apriqythe' 1583:;1“
dweillng upon the island of Tanjlg
manped thelr bosis and paddled
toward Aunuu, ae Lhat bad been desig-
nated as the place for bolding gonfer-
ence. Aunuu ia s emall faland gbhont g
mile long and less Iban & mile wide
wilb a pogulation of less Lhan 200 aoulal‘

Conference would have been held o:;
ibe tth of April had It not been that
we Were expecting & visit from Prepi-
dent R, M. 8tevens, after conference
on Upelu, for which we walted, to find
later on that siroumstances werg such
that he could not possibly gftend
Towarde evenlog of the abgve dnte.
my companion, Eider J, B, Barton
and mysell wonded our way to toe
beach where & b0al Iay dancing upon
the waves, walting to bear the Baints
of this vlllage moross the hriny deep
that separstes Tutulls from Aupgy
HSoon the natives that had asumble&
were wadlng and sw]mmlng out io
tbe boat, while we were left gia nding
on the shore, for here we have ng
wharves, and unless one hay friepds
nekI by upon such BD ocomsicn, he
probabiy will be oalled Gpon to test his
wading powers. On this partigulsr
day, however, friends were near, and
ool we were belng carrled to the bost
on the backs of two strong natives
necesenrlly sirong, for oocoanuts'
bapanes snd breadirait have increaae\'j
our weight considerable since we gar.
rived in Ssmoa. Amoua gthers
car hoalt contained our sehool of
about twenty members. We were soon
through the RArrow opening im the
reef of this island, anpid the
oarsmen were keeping time lo u native
song which all seemed familiar with,
This singing was kept up durlng tha
whole of the joorney, and I waa re-
minded of the song Elder Dean men.
tions having heard here that was forty
miles long, it having beensung during
a Journey of that length. We wers
presently nearlng the reef that sor-
roupde Aonnu end upon reaching the
shallow opening the boat crew rested
upon their oars untll 8 huge breaker
came rolling in, whereupon the com-
mand was given to puoil for shore,
Onpce through the reef, the natives be-
gan jumping aod diving into the
water from every slde, and we were
again left alone,

Our strong men had pot forgotten
their du'y, however, and soon we were
being oarrled eafely lo shore, where
we met with Eldera R. E. Di
mond, A. W. Hardiog, C. A. Alle-
man and the Baints, A happy
meeting indeed, and to add te our ib_v
Efder Dimond intormed ne that the
mail had just arrived, ifthe missloc-
ary deligbts in any one thing mora
thon another, It ja the arrival of the
mail witb good news from home, for
as Solomon says, ‘As cold water to s



