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have shown me and my traveling com-
panionsn s will always be rememberedThelaoristhe laorismaoris are perhaps superior to any
of their kins folks who inhabit the
smaller islands I1 believe I1 could write
a little volume on my own experience
and associations with them and the in-
habitants of samoa tonga and hawaii
while our elders who are laboring
among the europeans inin new zealand
would undoubtedly starve to death
should they rely upon the hospitality of
the people torfor their sustenance those
who travel among the maorislaoris are as a
rule well fed and taken care of otof
course the food and accommodation is
not always of the best kind they are
almost universally treated to the best
the people have and no more could be
expected it is also a pleasing fact to
record that of all the elders who have
labored among the maorislaoris during the
past twelve years not one of them is
known to have transgressed or com-
mitted himself with woman and this
has become one of the distinctive fea-
tures of the mormon missionary it being
so different to the experience of the
maorislaoris with other white men who have
come among them elder bartlett of
the bay otof islands district related an
11instance where a maori family was
visited by two of our missionaries and
stopped over night when the man otof the
house was away from home A neigh-
boring woman a nonmembernon member who
happened to call in and who saw the
eleldersers there remarked to the woman of
the house how she dared keep these
men in her house while her husband was
away you dont understand was
the reply these are mormon mission-
aries they are not like other men but
more like gods no greater insult
could be offered them than for a woman
to make unchaste advances to them

I1 havechave yet three more maori districts
to visit namely the waikatoWaikato haurani
and then I1 go to tahiti
and will return by way of new zealand
to return to australia thence I1 go to
europe via the suez canal expecting
to visit palestine and egypt on the
way finish ANDREW JENSON

AUCKLAND new zealand december
aist 1895

letter
wednesday january 1896 found

a number of elders from zion and
maori saints in the city of auckland
new zealand anxiously waiting to taketahe
their departure lorfor the distant town of
te aroha where a general conferenceconterence
forfoi all the northern districts of the new
zealand missionmiss rion had been appointed for
the following friday saturday and sun-
day As the people of new zealand
are great observers otof both christian
and national boliholidaysdays that is they ob-
serve them alterafter a fashion no train left
for the south that day so we waited
till the thursday january and when
thirteen elders and sixteen native saints
leitleft auckland per railway train itin a
special car on a one hundred and fifteen
mile ride to te aroha our number
was augmented by more elders and
native saints as we passed through the
waikato district and when we arrived
ataa our destination we numnumberedberea sixty
souls besides several non mormonscormons
who seeing that there was plenty otof
room in our apartment while the rest
of the cars were crowded insisted upon
coming in to us As a punishment for
their persistency they were made them

victims of gospel conversations as the
young elders with which the car
abounded are anxious and ready at all
dinits and at divers places to declare
the principles of truth that they have
been sent out in the world to preach
most of the strangers took their medi-
cine in good part and several of them
on taking leave expressed themselves
as being highly delighted with what
they hadbad heard and one or two even
invited the elders to call on them if
convenient

on our arrival at te aroha which is
the maori word for love we were met
by still more elders and saints and
during our three days conference the
minutes of which have already been sent
to the NEWS for publicationcation twenty
eight elders from zion were present
besides about native saints and
strangers

the conference was held in a newnew
meeting housebouse which had just been
erected in the little native village which
is situated about one and a half miles
up the river from te aroha both
elders and the otnerother conference visitors
were well cared for by the local saints
who had raised a tent over a long table
at which one hundred could sit down
and eat at once this number also
represented the visitors present only
about fifty local saints being in atten-
dance as the haurani district of which
te aroha is one of the branches is
only a small one the haurani dis-
trict consists of three branches and
baptized members or souls includ-
ing 51 children otof whom 17 are euro-
peans the district embraces a country
bordering on the east coast of the
north island including the Coromandel
peninsula which terminates in cape
colville it extends southward on the
east coast as far as katikatikalikatiKati kati west and
inland it extends to and includes the
european town of hamilton situated on
the waikato river the names of the
branches are te aroha kirkirt and
whitianga elders joseph M folkman
and moroni lazenby are the two utah
elders laboring in the district at
present

te aroha branch consists of native
saints residing in and near a small
village which lies between the te
aroha mountain and the waihou river
about one and a half miles north otof th
european town of te aroha which is

miles by rail or about 85 miles by
water from auckland rehareba Aperhama
presides over the branch which was
first organized december lath 1886 by
elders william and william
gardner

the Kirikiri branch comprises the
saints residing in and about a nativeamative
village of that name which is situated
about six miles south of the european
town of thames and nearly halthalf a mile
east of the waihou or thames river
it is also about thirty five miles north of
te aroha the branch was orgaorganizediced
september 1888

the whitianga branch organized by
elder william gardner october
1886 consists of saints residing in a
district of country known as whitianga
most of them in a village called auaukuau
tunu which is situated on mercury bay
on the east coast of the romandelcoromandelCo
peninsula about twenty miles east of
theth town of Coromandel and about
miles northeast of te aroha

the european town of te arpha jis
claimed to be one of the most favorite

health resorts in the world it is a gowit
of about inhabitants prettily situatedsitua 41 3
on the left bank of the waihou oroe
thames river and at the foot of a noble y

mountain which rises to a height ofoft
over three thousand feet immeimmediatelyioa mediatelydiatel
back of the town there are eighteighteen y
springs within the town limits under cheh
control of the domain board fifteen of
the springs are hot or tepid and there
are seven large bath houses the waters
are with the exception of the sulphur
springs saline and feebly alkaline and I1
strongly charged with carbonic acid ggas84 3
which is constantly escaping from the
springs in large quantities

our conference being held so close to
this european town some of the elders
suggested that a hall be rented and a
meeting held there which was accord C

angly done in the evening saturday
january ath elder R leo bird and 1
thomas L browning were the s eakkera
but only a few attended and most a
those who did refused to become in
teterearestedted while the meeting was iaht tprogress I1 stepped quietly in accod
danied dyby another elder and we both I1
took our seat among the congregation
acting strangers after the services
were closed I1 arose and asked for per
mission to propound a lewfew questionsopi
which of course was granted and then
followed quite a dialogue in which ththe
congregation seemed to take consider
able interest without any prpreviousevious
understanding the brethren caughtcaughtootOB
and thus quite a number of doctrinal
points were cleared up which had not
been fully explained during the meeting
getting along so well on the inside 1I
continued my observations after getting
out on the street where a bumberanumber oc
people were lingering around discussing 1

the merits of the meeting but a young 3

man who might have passed for ayankee anywhere so far as cheek was
concerned stepped up with an air of j
importance and asked me if I1 was not 4
one of thernthem I1 told him I1 belonged to
the latter daydav saints the same thing
hippedchippedc in another and hebe was about
right and so the conversation took i
another turn the cheeky man offered
ssomeome abuse and just as we were reareadyld
to reply another young man stepped1 to
the front and championed our cause in a 1

most earnest and spirited manner until
the other fellow went away confounded
and beaten I1 complimented our un-
known friend for standing up for truth
and right as he hadbad done and said he
was evidently a genuine englishmanen9
who believed in fairplaylairfati play he saidee
did and that he had enjoyed the mekmeet
ing1139 and would as soon hear the gospel
preached by mormonscormons as by any other
such is the life otof mormon missionaries t
how diversified is the experience of
an elder in a foreign land 1 felt jasti l
fied in doing what I1 did after the meet
ing as the only thing I1 could think of at
the moment to counteract the sleepiness
and indifference which seemed to
possess the little audience but the
european population of te aroha carscare
more for english gold than heavenly
truths it is strictly a business placedplace
and nearly all the inhabitants getsgeta
living either direct or indirect
tourists who frequent the place asa
health resort

ooon monday january ath the day alterafter
conference hadbad closed most of the
elders and visiting saints took kneif
departure for their different fields of
labors and respective homes bidet


