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thou hast offended the holy one of the
lord be thou consumed with everlast-
ing fire then luther returned with
his friends to the city while several
hundred students remained at the fire
feeding the flames with papal writings
and others paraded the streets deriding
eck and the papal bull thus by his
bold actions did luther let loose a
storm which raged over all germany
a storm which could not be quieted till
the judgment day

HIS HOME IN wittenberg
it would take too long to follow

luthers life in detail in 1521 he ap-
peared before the diet off worms then
came his concealment in the wartburg
where he began his translation of the
bible the first part of which the new
testament was published in 1522 he
returned to wittenberg inin 1522 inin 1525
he married catharine dpn bora lived
at wittenberg until the year 1546 when
he died while on aurneyjourney at eisleben
at the aagee1 of 63 thephe house in which
luther fidivedved with his wife and family
still exists in wittenberg it was former-
ly a portion of the old augustinian
convent in accordance with the
order of the elector luther remained
in the monastery building and which
had been vacated by all the monks
here katie established her household
todayto day we are quoting from dr rein

this stately dwelling still stands close
to the gate and to the city walls altered
within but firm and towering without a
genuine german home from which have
issued streams of blessing for the whole
world

A TIME OPOF pestilence
luther released himself from his vows

and entered the marriage state on june
11339 1525 at the age of 41 catharine
von bora was otof an old and noble
family and bad been a nun in the
cloister of near Gesinia inin
saxony though luthers enemiesenemiesi

derisively reminded him of the old
legend that from the union of an expel-
led monk and a runaway nun antichristanti christ
would be begotten his married life was
a happy one two children were born
to him a son hans and a daughter
elizabeth in 1527 the plague drokebroke
out in wittenberg and luthers infant
son was stricken but recovered luther
wrote concerning these days thugthu
there are conflicts without and fears
within one comfort nevertheless we
have over against the of satan
and that is the word of god by which
we may save the souls of lethe faithful
even ifsatan should destroy their bodies
pray for us that we valiantly endure
the visitation of god and overcome the
devils might aridand craft be it for life or
death amen

EINBIN FESTE BUROBURG

it was during these troublous times
perhaps that ververyy year that luther
wrote the grand old choral the
battle hymn of the reformation

ein feste burg gott which
witswas playedplayed by trumpeterstrum peters from the tow-
er 001 the schloss kirche of wittenberg
when kaiser wilhelm and the protest-
ant princes enter the doors of the
church on which luther nailed his
ninety five theses

A stronghold sure our god is he
A trutytrusty shield and weapon

our help hell be and set us free
whatever ill may happen

toeile old malicious roejoe
intends us deadly woe

armed with the strength of hell
and deepest craft as well

on earth is not his fellow

much has been written about this grand
old chord and the probable date of its
composition that it belongs to luthers
wittenberg days however isis sure
though the mighty stronghold is
probably the remembrance of the castle
of wartburg in which he was concealed
under the name and guise of yunker
georg for several months in the year
1522 some authorities believe that
luther wrote the choral while on hihisis
way to the diet of worms inin 1521
whither he had been summoned bliby the
german empress and others in highgh
authority to sasay whether he would
recant or not hisis friends used every
endeavor to dissuade him from going
reminding him that john huss was
burned to death under similar circum-
stances to one of these friends
luther wrote were there as many
devils in worms as there are tiles on the
roofs I1 would go and not be afraid
if huss was burned to ashes the truth
was not burned with him

and so he went fortifying himself
durine the journey by the composition
of that noble hymn by which alone his
name would have been preserved to
prosperity so says one authority

some think however that it was com-
posed at the close of ahethe second diet of
worms that of 1529 which revoked
the religious liberty granted in the pre-
vious one of 1526 against which five
sovereign princes and fifteen free cities

protestedro tested and so earned the name
OFof protestants but we do not incline
to either of these opinions for the
reason that luther went to work with
systematic earnestness and did not
trust to inspiration alone ein feste
burg is founded on psalm olvi god
is our refuge and strength a very pleas-
ant help in trouble and he wrote not
only the words but the music the
hymn says a recent writer was sung
over the reformers grave and the
first line was afterwards cut on the
tombstone thus much regarding the
hymn itself but the tune was almost
certainly composed by luther we say
almost certainly for though it has been

asserted positively that he wrote the
tune it is but right to say that doubts
have been raised on the point we
cannot discuss the matter here it must
be sufficient to state that the evidence is
largely in favor of the reformers having
composed the tune the melody isis
certainly a noble one full of the spirit
of the words to which it was adapted

LUTHER POET AND MUSICIAN

however leaving discussion aside it
is certain that luther was intenselyin tensely fond
of both music and poetrypoet and long
before shakespeareShake peare he saidsait ilehe who
despises music as all fanatics do will
never be my friend and again

0

for I1 would fain see all arts especially
musicic in the service of him who has

irivenven and created them we are in
ebestedted to charlotte and her

christian singers of germany for much
interesting information about luthers
poetic work in 1526 it was the year
after his marriage and while residing at
wittenberg that luther firtfirst felt the
want of german psalms andand hymns to
fill the place of the latin hymns and
sequences and he at once set to work to
supply it and in the years when he
was composing most of his hymns it
is recordeddid four printers in erfurt alone

were entireentirely occupied in printing andpublishing themzem they were sent every-where carried all over the country bywandering students and peddlers
the whole people wrote a chroniclerof his day is singing itself into thelutheran doctrine
with the assistance of conrad rug

choir master of the elector of saxony
and johann walther then choirmasterchoir masterto frederick the wise at jorgan whomhe invited to reside with him lutherwhile at wittenberg selected the tunesmost suitable for his purpose and pro-vided rothem with new wordswords basibesidesitQ saalarge number of translations frofromm thelatin thirty seven hymns are ascribedto him as well as several choralschorales thebest known of which are ein festeBburgistburgs t Un gott andanahishis Christchristmasmagcarol from heaven above to earth LI1come it is my intention he wroteto Spalaten after the example of theprophets and the ancient fathers tomake german psalms for the people
that is spiritual songs whereby theword of god may be kept alive amongthem by singing we seek therefore
everywhere for german poets

HANS SACKSSACHS HEARS THE CALL
we seek therefore everywhere forgerman poets and it was faiomnuremberg that the first response came

om
from hans sachs the chiefof the master
singers luther had many adherents innuremberg whose citizens were amonthe first to hail the new doctrine

among
inthe same bill which had condemnedluther as a heretic the learned willibald berkheimerPerk heimer and the town clerklazarus of nuremberg had fallen underthe ban of excommunicationexcommunicateon thecity fathers too were in arms against

the papacy hans sachs wrote
during this religious conflictin answer to luthers call he set towork composing hymns he paraphrased

the bible inin song after song and hihisverse sung inin nearly all the mastersinger schools of germany spread thelutheran faith among the most earnestand energetic workmen of the land
THE nightingale OF wittenberg
during fiatfifty years hans sachs didpoetic battle biorfor the cause of luther andlthe reformation but of all that camefrom his busy brain he has left nothing

more poetic and beautiful than hisgreeting to the nightingale of witten-berg with its inspired call to the peopleto awaken auf Es bahet
den tag which wagner has introduced

gen
so felicitously as a choral in the thirdact of his opera die
this was sachs greegreetingtiin tto0 luther the
singer and poet of the reformation

alakel tlethe dawn of day is near
I1 hear singing I1loudoud and clear
A wondrous throated nightnightingaleingole
whosewhom voice is heard oer hill and dale
the night stoops to the occident
theile day breaks from the orient
and mornings purple glories loom
out from the depths of cloud and gloom
sachs poem the wittenburg night-

ingale is proof sufficient that luther
was known to the people of germany
not only for his reformatory work but
for his hymns and choralschoralesch orals written to ad-
vance the new faith sachs was accus-
tomed to call things by their proper
names and he would not have styled
luther a nightingale because he nailed
theses to the church door at wittenberg
or for his dispute with eck at leipsic or
his burning of the papal bull at witten-
berg or his appearance before the


