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on saturday last there was published
by request jonathan wilderswilderIs wierd
storyatory of theto earths insides ss it was
interesting because of the views still
heldbeld by many regarding the symmes
holebole and other theories respecting
the interior of the plautt ouon
which we dwell it was written
by Jarichardichard adams locke and next
to his article regarding sir juhujohn her

on the moormoon was
one of the most successful hoaxes urt the
day it was for a time accepted as true
by people getie rally and was seriouslysly

by men it war
entitled the lost manuscript iffmungo park s and its fictional char-
acter was not recognized till the ex-
posure otheof the moon hoax 2

the latter was revived less than two
years ago in the followinglol lowing maunermanner
while tearing down an oldoid building
in brooklyn in october 1891 the
workmen came upon a box that had
been under the cornerstone in 1835
and contained besides a number of
old daily papers tytwo0 large engravings
and a panapamphlet these purported to10
be BDan account and illustrations 0

lunar animals and other objects dis-
covered by sir johnjob u Heherschellrachell in his
observatoryobservatory at the cape of good
hope Is

the moon hoax 91 was probably one
of the mostmoat successsuccessfulful hoaxes ever pe-
rpetratedpetgratedratedr on an unsuspecting public99sirair gohd herschellHerechell the astronomer
had gone down to the cape of good
elopeakope to make observations of the

this much was authentically
known but of the exact nature of the
observationsobservation and of the instruments to
be need there was not much known
emereither in england or this country it
waswag not very difficult therefore to
make0 the public believe almost any-
thing asae long asan it had a certain amount
1ofI scientific consistency

richard adams locke at that time
an editor of the sun conceived the
idea of perpetrating a gigantic hoax

set it11 a very
direful way he published an article
inan the sun entitled great astronom-
ical discoveries lately made by sirjoan herschel LL D PF BR 8S etc
at the cape ofgf good hope it opened
with the following boasi

in thisbuia unusual addition to our
journal we have the haphappinesshappi nees to makemabe
known to the british thence
toalxlx the whole civilized world recent
discoveries in astronomy which will
build an imperishable monument to
ghe age in which we live and confer
upon the present generation of the
human race a proud distinction through
an future time it has been poetically
add that the stars of heaven are the
hereditary regalia of man as the in
tel sovereign of the animal cre-
ation he may now fold the
around him with ata loftier consciousness
of0 his mental supremacy 21

then followed an account of how
siroft johnajohnto expedition hadbad been organ
teed and a statementstarement of the funda fur-
nished by well known scientists and
teneven by the heir to the british thronethe telescope was minutely and solen

described it consisted of ft

bulge lenslene weighing about
pounds which cast an image on a can
vailV from which it was magnified

times by a microscope to make
the outlines clear artificial light was

fk

transfused through the microscope
the description of this telescope was so90
good that a number of scientific jour-
nals were deceived into believing it tuto
be true objects on the moon were
said to be brought into a proximity
equal to eighty terrestrial yardswhen this hadbad been accomplished the
pamphlet went on to state most wor
denul things were seenbeen on the surface
of the moon there were vegetation
animalsani mali anoami things resemblingling humanbeings the latter were thus described

they averaverageageaii four feetfeel in height
were covered except on the face with
choit t and glossy copper colored hairshair
and hadbad wings comp sed- of a thin
membranesmembrane without hair lying snugly
upon their backstbacks from the top odtheof the
shoulders to the calves otof the legslege the
lace which was of a yellowish flesh
calor was a slightblight improvement on
that of the aurang boutang being more
open and intelligent in its expression
and a much
of foreheadto 22

one of the engravings accompanyingaccompany ing
the pamphlet snowedshowed a lunar scene
with these wonderful inhabitants fly-
ing about lunar animals were also
to be seen gambolingtambolinggam boling by the side tiff a
lunar river the other engraving
showed a lunar temple tulathis was
supposed to be a fane of devotion or of
scsciencelence s it waswaa an equiangular
temple built of polished sapphire or olof
some resplendent blue stone which
like it displayedsplayedoi a points off
golden light twinkling and scintillating
in the sunbeams the roof
waswag composed of some yellow metal
and divided into compartments which
were not triangular planes inclining to
the center but subdividedsub divided curved
and separated so as to represent a massman
of violently agitated planes ss

the account then went on to tell of
how the lunar inhabitants sat around
under the trees near the
red fruit that strewgrew on the lunar trees
these beings were even polite and
offered one another large specimens of
the dainties s

it seems preposterous that anyone
should have believed this wonderful
storyetory or that the press could havethought that sir john herschell had
actually written such a letter but itIL

witswas printed and reprinted discusseddiscus aed
among scientists and widely believed
it was not until sir john published
an authentic account of his obobserveserva

that ajlail faith in the hoax waswae
abandoned

then the author of the hoax waswae
sought after many thought that it
waswaa an astronomer named nicollet
who had fled from prancefrance in 1830 soao
likely were the astronomical details of
the hoax but it eventually became
known that richard adamsadama locke
bad written the marvelousmarve louB tale

IN A CYCLONES TRACK

mr rebecca tucker who now
lives in the second ward of thisth la city
was until two years ago a resident otof
pleasant hill jasper coucountycomitynty missis-
sippi paulding the county seat of
jasper is the postpostofficeioeoffice adaddressaresia and
pleasant hill just outside the town
is the name of a plantation of between
three and four hundred acres
owned bybv mrs tucker there
were on the place when abe emigrated
to utah nine houses besides a large

barn cotton houses corn cribs etcall of these structures were of wood
the chief building materialmai erial in that
section of country in thenardthe yard of the
family dwelling there were quite a
number of huge oak and cedar trees
that have stood there more than a gen-
erationeratera tioniOD A short di tance from the
house was a beautiful grove of large
trees near by stood a methodist
ciachurch all around the country Is
heavily timbered as is generally the
casecame throughout ane southern states
this brief di of the place will
enable the reader to obtain a better
conceptionconceution olof the occurrence narrated
jnin this article

for lauy years past the home
of mrs tucker even before
she received the gospel af-
forded ra hospitable shelter to the
elders traveling in that part of the
south hers was the last house the
late alma P richardaRi cLarda stopped at be-
fore he left for meridian near which
place he was murdered mrs tucker
thought it unsafe torfor him to start on
bishis journey that day as there had been
a reunion P in that part but he
believed there witswas no serious danger
when hebe was mused her family
offered reward for the discovery
orof his mmurderersu and it was to one of her
soussons that the negro porter at a merid-
ian hotel said that biffleif he knew who
killed the mormon he would not
tell for a thousand dolldollararp at
the same time the negro had
on elder richards shirt and had
possession it1 his books the people
there believed that while the negro
may not have hadbad a hand in thetb
murder hebe knew all about it and who
were the perpetratorsraton

the onay one of mrs tuckerstucker99 family
now at pleasant hill is her daughter
fannie who is a widow she is not fta
member of the church but is kind and
hospitable to the narles the
subsubjoinedjoined letter was written by her
from paulding under date of april 20
three weeks previous to that time her
brother the last one of the family in

rema
emigrated to arizona three weeks
prior to hishia departure a terrific oycy j

clone ewtamptpt through the country five
miles east of pauldingdiug and like the
later one its fatal and destructive ef-
fects were noted in the dispatches at
the time A devastating storm of like
character also swept through last fall
near meridian between thirty andana
forty miles northeast of paulding
pawingpassing in its track directly over the
place where eldereider richards was mur-
dered and hisbis body exhumed and
laying everything waste

the letter written by mrs vickertuckersa
daughter mrs fannie ives describing
her experience in the cyclone of the

alt tois as follows
it is with great pain that I1 shall try f

to write you a letter tonight and tell
you of the great destruction that came
last night we had the greatest
cyclone that has ever struck this 1

country everything on earth that I1 4
have is blown to atoms not a single
housebouse stands on the placelace and every i

tree in the yard is torn to shreds not
a single tree of any description stands
on the place the mare was killed
and one of the cows was blown
into one of these large gullies behind
the garden and killed Notanot a single
rail on ttethe plantation lies in its place
there is not a tree standing below the


