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THEY FORMED A PAIR.

On Baturday last there was published,
by request, “Jonatban Wilder’s wierq
sfory of the Earth’s ITnsides.”® It was
interesting because of the vlews still
held by many recarding the Bymmes
Hole i
the interior of the plauwt on
which we dJdwell. It was written
by Richard Adame Locke, und next
to his article regarding Sir Juhu Her-
schell’s obeervativns on the moon, was
one of the most sucoessful hoaxes ur the
day, It wasfor a time accepted as true
by people generaliy, and was eeriously
diacueeed by sclentific men. It waw
eniitled  “The Loet Munusoript of
Mungo Patrk,’’ and ite flotional char-
acter was not recognized till the ex-
posure of the **Moon Hoax,”

The latter was revived less thun two
years ago In the iollowing mauner:
W hile tearing down anoid buiiding
in Brooklyn in Oectober, 1891, the
workmen came Upon a bux that had
been uoder the coruerstone in 1835,
anyd contsined, besides a number of
old ually papers, t¥o large engravings
and a pamphict. These puiported to
be an account and ilustrations o
sc[,unaranimale and other objects dis-
covered by Bir Johu Herschell in his
ohservatory at the Cape of Good

o e‘!’

HTI;W sMoon Hoax?* was probahly one
of the most succeseful hoaxes ever per-
petrated on_ 8D unsuepecting public.
8ir John Herechel), the ustronsmer,
had gooe down to the Cape of (Good
Hope to make obeervations of the
moon. Tbls much was authentically
known, but of the exact nature of the
obgervations and of the instruments to
be useu there was not much knoown,
either in England or this country, It
wae not very difficult, therefore, to
make the publio belleve almost any -
thing ns loDg as it had a certain amount
of sctentiflc consistengy.

Richard Adams Locke, at that time
an editor of the Sun, concelved the
idea of perpetrating a gigantle boax,
ang bhe set sbout doing it in a very
careful way. He publisbed an article
in the Sun, entitled, **Great Astronom-
jeal Discoverles Luately Made by Sir
John Herschell, LL D, F, R. B., eto.,
at tihe Capecf Good Hope.” [t opened
with the following boast:

o Jn this unueusl addltion to our
journal we have the happinees to make
kKnown to tbe British public,and thence
to the whole givilized world, recent
discoverie? in astronomy which will
build »«n lrmperishahle monument to
the age in which we live, and confer
upon the present’ generation of the
human race a proud distinetion through
all future time. It has been poetically
sald that the stars of heaven are the
hereditary regalia of men, as the In-
tellectusl sovereign ¢f the anlmal crea-
tion. He may bow fold the zouiag
around him with a Joftier consclousness
of his menisl supremacy.*?

Then followed an acoount of bhow
Bir John’s expedition bad been oryan-
ized apnJ a statement of the funds fur-
nished by well-known scientists and
even by the heir to the British throne.
The telescope was minutely and ecien-
tifically descrlbed. It gonsisted of »
huge lens, weighing about 14,826
pounds, which cast an image on a can-
vag from which it was magnified
42,000 times by 8 microscope. To make
the outlin€e clear artificial light was

a04 ether theorles respecting’

{trapefused through the microscope.

The description of thls telesgope was so
good that » pumber of apientific four-
nals were Ueceived into believing it to
be true. Objects op the moon were
eaid to be brought inton proximity
cqual to eighly terrestrial yards.
When this had been accomplished, the
pasmphblet went on to state, most woc-
deriul thiugs were seen on the surface
of the moon. There were vegetation,
animals anu things regewt ling human
peings. The latter were thus decribed:

“They averageu four feet in beight,
were covered, except on the fagce, with
short and glossy copper-colored halr,
and bad wings comgp sed- of s thin
membrane, without hair, lylng snugly
upon their backs, from the top of the
shoulders to the calves ot the legs, The
ince, which was of 8 yellowish flesh
cilor, was B elight improvement on
that of the ourang-outang, being more
open and intetligent in its expressjon,
and having A much greater expanslon
of torehend.’”’

One of the engravingsaccompanying
the pamphlet showed a louar soene
with theee wonderful lohabitants fly-
ing about, Lupar animals were also
to be seen gambollng by the side«{ a
lupar river, Tbe other engraving
sbowed 8 lupar temple. Tnis was
supposed to be ““a fane of devotion or of
sclenge’? ‘It was an equisngular
temple built of polished sapphire or o
some resplendent blue stone, which,
like it, dinplayed a wyiad points of
golden light twinkllng and seintillating
in the sunbeame. . ., . The roof
was composed of some yellow metal,
and divided into compnrtments which
were pot triangular pranes Inelining to
the center, but pub-divided, curveu
a0 separated, 50 as to represent a wass
of violently sgitated planva.?*

The account then went on to telf of
how the Junur fnhabitants ¢*sat arou-u
under the trees near the temgle,eating
red fruit that grew oo the lunar trees.
These belngs were even polite, and
offered one another large specimens of
the dainties.’?

It seeme preposterous that Anyone
sbould have believed this wonderful
siory, or that the press could have
thought that 8ir John Hersghell had
actuaily wnitten euch = letter. But it
was printed and reprinted, discussed
among scientists and widely believed.
It was pot until Bir John published
an autbentic account of his observa-
tiops that ail faith 1o the hoax was
abandoned.

Then the suthor of the hoax was
sought after. Many thought tbat it
wag an Astronomer nameyd Nicollet
who had fled from France In 1830, so
llkely were the mstronomical details of
tbe hoax. But it eveniually bepanme
known tbat Rlichard Adsms Lgoke
bad writien the magvelous tale,

IN A CYCLONE'S TRACK,

Mre. Rebeces Tucker, who now
{ives in the Becond Ward of this city,
wag, until two yearsago, s resident ot
Pleneant Hill, Jasper county, Missis-
sippi. Paulding, the county seat of
Jasper, is the posioffice nddress, and
Pleasapnt Hill, just outside the town,
is the name of & plontation of between
three and four bundred acres
owned by Mrs Tucker. - There
were oD the place, when she emigrated
to Utah, nine houser, heeides B Jarge

barn, cotton houses, corn cribe, ete,
All of theee atructures were of wood,
the chief building wmalerinl in that
segtion of country. Ib the yurd of the
tamily dwelling there were quite a
number of huge osk and cedar trees
that have stood there more than a gen-
eration. A sbort di tance frvm the
house was a besutiful grove of large
trees, Near by slood 8 DMethodlat
cuurch. All sround the country ls
heavily timbereu, as is generally the
case throughout the Bouthern States,
This brief discriptivn of the place will
enable the resder to obtain u hetter
conceplion of the occurrence nDarrated
10 th is artiele,

For many yeara psst the home
of Mras, Tucker, weven before
she  received the Gospel, af-

forded & hospitable shelter 1o the
Elders travellng in that part of the
SBouth. Hers was the lagt house the
iate Alma P. Rickards etopped at be-
fure he left for Meridian, near which
place he was murdered. Mra, Tucker
thought it unsafe for him tostarl on
his journey cthat day, as there had been
a ‘‘rennoion®® in thalt part, but he
bejieved there wus nDo sertous danger.
When he was milesed, her famlily
offered $500 reward for the discovery
ot his murderers and it was to one of her
sons that the negro porter at a Merid-
ian botel asid that 1f he knew who
killed the Mormon he would not
tell for a thousand dJoliars, At
the eame time the negro had
on Klder Richards® shirt and had
posseezlon i his books, The people
there believed that, while the mnegro
may not bave had & hband in the
murder, he knew all about it and who
were the perpetratore.

The only one of Mra Tucker’s fumily
now at Pleasant Hiil is her daughter
Faonie, who is s widow. Bhe is not a
member of the Chureb, but is kind and
hospitable to the mirslonaries. The
subjoined letter wae written by her
from Paulding, under date of A pril 20,
Three weeks previous to that time ber
brother, the lagt one of the family im-
the Church remaining at Plewsant Hiil,
emigrated to Arlzona. Three wecks
prior to his departure a terrific oy-
clone Bwept through the country five
miiles east of Paulding, and like the
later one, its fatal and destrugtive ef-
fects were noted in the ujspatches at
the time. A devastating storm of ljke
oharacter also swepl through last fall,
near Meridian, beltween thirty and
forty miles northeast of Paulding,
paseing 1D its track directly vver the
place where Kider Richards was mur-
dered and his body exbumed, and
laying everything waste,

The Jetter written by Mrs, Thcker’s
daughbter,Mrs. Fannie Ives, describing
bher experience in the eycione of the
19th ult., is as follows:

1t is with great pain that I shall try
to write you a letter tonlght and tell
you ot the great destruction that came
lagt mnight. We bad the greatest
oyclone that has ever struck this
country. Everything on earth that I
havels blown to atoms. Not a single
bouse stands on the glace, and every
tres in the yard is torn to shreds. Not
a single tree of any description slapde
on the place. The mare was killed,
and one of the milech cows was hlown
into one of theae larze gullles bebind
the garden and Killed, ' Not a single
rail ontine piantation lies i its place,
Tbere is not & tree standiog below the



