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Wrilten for this Paper.

WHAT IS THERE IN IT?

It is not now remembered how many
aschools of medicive took part in the
late coniroversy, conseguenl on pro-
posed legisiation; but some seven or
more (if memory serves) claimed the
privilege of ministering to all ‘‘the
1)is that flesh is beir to.’”” The more
fierce the conteniion, however, the
more the apintof rivairy and profes-
sjonal maintepance seemed to come to
the front. The idea as to who had the
most Enowledgze of the buman system;
as to who knew best the nature aund
effect of medicines; ar to what wounld
most assuredly secure for a patient a
rotorn to bealth and life, was not ic
the question at all, apparently.

Civllized metho s eeem to Le lesa like
common sense than those of ‘‘the
heathen Chinee,”® of whom it is
asserted that they employ their phys-
fgans to keep them in bheaith, and
that when sicknesg comes remuneration
suddenly ceases. By this procedure all
effort i9 exercised in & preservative
direction.

The very controversy itself demon-
strates that the practice of medicine is
pob ag yet an exact science. in otber
words, it is still i1n the ezperimental
stages, frfom wbich it may never fully
emerge.

There was no doubt ss much sar.
casm 88 truth in the saying atiributed
to Voltaire, that. the physiclan’s art
coneists **In the supplying of element of
which he knows nothing, to bodies of
which he knows less.* But ihis is
surely an error. for those who Lave
made any subfect a life-long study
must have aecquired more thao an
empirical saequaintance with the
et ceteras of their profession. One

thing, however, hag often been noted.

by observers, that is, the frequency of
change of medicine to 8 persov who is
siek, Surely the assimilating processes
of the human eyatem are not so rapid
as such chance (dajly, sometimes more
often} would sesm to suggest, awsd
where there is uite a degree of confi-
dence in the profession, the query is
pot infrequent; Can the most keen ob-
server tell the action of any drug, and
under similar circumstances prescribe
- the same, and predict tbe results with
the sabsolute certainty of applied
peience In all other directions? Can it
he told heyond controversy whether
the continued and chanzing drench of
the allopathisl, or the infinitesimal
tritaration of the homeopathist effect-
ed the cure of any patlept? Or did
pature and nurslng, spite of echools, by
her own inherent forces of recupera-
tion achieve the final issue—health?
There has been a way made known
hy which ‘‘heaith will come to the
navel ond marrow to the bonee.”* But
this did not come from tre schoaols. No
man teaching that eclence got his
diploma from any coilece, The On
w ho fasbloned the bouy ‘“according to
His own image,” prescribed the
regime, and even pninted nut the
remed v for unwitting vinlations of the
prescribed conditione. Yet iznorance,
traditionand anxlety,with triune force,
press wesak, faithless humanity 1o ijts
worry and fear to seek the ‘“magicians
apd ecotheayers, aod confidence in
them f§s paramount, while hecatombs
of the humao race anpuslly demon-
gtrate that they are not all-pawerful in

checking the ravages of diseare, or
setting at naught the claims of death,
until from sheer old nge and decrepl-
tude maun s wasted away! While
Profeesor Playfair declared that an
jmmense proportion of the direares of
bumanity were preveatahie. he might
also have declsred that vast hosts have
been pushed from earth’s stage by the
mistakes and maipractice of profes-
slonals. The basic idea of the homeo-
pathlst app-ars to involve a gresat trath,
(whether established or otherwise the
writer eannot eay); that is, the pro-
viding of **a specifie for every disease.??
If this is true, it but needs experience
to determine that character, then apply
the remedy.

Humarity isin a nimiiar dilemma
spiritually, There are condftions both
of epiritual health and disense, ‘There
are professional pbhysicians in countless
numbers and of diverse schoola. These
acknowleige that religion is an essen-
tial element of human nature; cthat
according to jts activity or otherwise,
its perversion or proper trajpine, de.
pends not only true relizious life, but
the fruits thereo! as reen in the moral,
eogial, political and financial affalrs of
a state or netion; that upon the educa-
tion of this a»ntiment all other inter-
ests swing, But while acknowledzing
the vast imporiance of this cult, there
is a development of schools, agreeing
ag to the patient and the disease, yet
a8 to the remedy *‘‘as far apart as the
poles.?”? HEach school administera its
dose; each looks upon ite associate
iaborer as more or ltss of a chariatan
and an empiric; And Just &8 in the
mediecal world there are those who
ciaim that all disesge is in the hlood
and that their mpostrum will purify
the vital fiuid, so ta the religious world
there ars nostrums (we would pot say
quarcks a8 well}; for one prescribes an-
tiquity, another authorily, auother
faith, another baptism, sanother or-
zanization,and soon through tbe entlre
series of medicated detanil,with as much
rivalry and contention as ean be fouad
in polities, finance or phyelc.

Ac the body isin the express image
oi Deity, so is the spirit the product or
the some overruling Head. As He
provided for the well-belog of the
lower and more transitory organization,
B0 analogy would assume--and right-
eougly—thut He provided for the
bhizher. But from the Divine materia
medica,men in their own wisdom have
selected individual element, have ap-
piied that to all conditions until **the
head is sick and the whole heart
faint,?’ and ‘‘there is none that doeth
good, Do not one.”> While the parallel
may not in every [eature be perfect
and complete, tbere can be no hesi-
tancy in declaring that the Diviue pre-
seription can alone bring restoration;
that even well intending so-called nd-
ministrators may bave faid unto them,
“*Physietan, heal thygelf !??

Just a8 mel have wondered
at the rival echooin of prac-
tice, and, whiie allotting to
each a measure of truth, have be.
lieved that oat of confusion and con-
trariety there would arise somewhere
the Divine Eclectlc; so tn the rellgious
world, some in all sges have helieved
that from ‘‘the coufusion of tongues’’
there would yet come the pure lan-
guage, or, setting figure aside, thar
sectarianism would prove iteelfl un-
worthy:and unreliable, and that tben

the panacea of tlhe restored Goepel
would be introduced for the full and
complete sal vation of the human race!

Now, men may bave acremplished
good who were associated with all
schools of medicine, as men have done
good who were not allied with any,
And so in the moral and spiritual
world, men have done good tn connec-
tion with ail-organizatione, a8 men
haye done good jn art, scieuce, litera-
ture and general thoughl, and yet
belonged to none; while reason, reve
lation, and soms achool theories claim
to bave or Jook {orward to that divine
order whleb, uccepted and practiced,
implies inevitable regeneration.

The Divine method of securing the
vizor, elasticty and ripeness of the
physical man may not be accepted, or
1f deemed worthy of consideration, the
ivspirational origin thereof may be
elimlnated; in the same way thatthe
Gospel msy be accepted 28 suslained of
historic booke, but ita re-revelation
through Joseph SBmith officially, may
be utterly scouted and denied. But, to
use a halt vuigar expreesion, *‘ihe
proof of the pudding is not in chewing
the string”—-not in acceptineg the
theory, but in giv ng one¢ or other the
absolute vitality of practical applica-
fion and ilfe, Hearty acceptance ot
revealed theory as Lo a promise made
inre ardtolhe body,leads to obedience,
more or lees tnplicit; ard the same
siyle of ncceptance of r vealed relig.
jous truth is only matisfled hy proof-
But once proved, all forms or man’s
device, all organizitions howsoever
old or potent, all claims, whether of
antiquity or other quality; all doe-
trines, no matter bow plausible, are
subjected to unfailing serutiny, con-
trast and ultimate reflection if fubar-
monious with that already tested and
established.

HBome attribule this mental stability
to bigotry, to an overweening con-
fidence in leaders or self. They eay
that this nest rted knowledge of right la
in violation of all chariry. But Lbere
can be no misunderstanding here;
iriath is eternal, truth bringe its owwn
testimony; it comes to the receptive
mab “in power and much sssurance;"
and thus 1t i3 neither bigotry nor un-
charitableness to vindicate the known
and reject the unknown; to prefer Di-
vine order,Divine meth.ds and Divine
resuils, to uncertainty or assumption,
po maiter how much weaith, talent,
influence, or education may be asso-
ciated therewith. To be widespread
and popular fs not argument; to have
simpiy bheen the promoter of good la
not complete logle; to possess vast or-
ganization aAnd the muzic of numbers
is not absolute evidence of truth or
right; apd to prosper and grow {8 not
full evidence of Divine approval. In
fact, this class of truth is more ilkely to
Le rejecled than received. Its repre-
sentatives are more likely to be con-
temmned and despieed than to be hon.
ored. For “‘the servant is o no wise
greater than his master,>® though
destiny will pome day make Truth
and all ita lovers immortal and tri-
umphant a8 ltaelf]

el st~

THE oLD notion thag the opal bringe
bad luck to its possessor l'as reoceived
fresh proof in the arrest of s sleek
Mexican #ho tried to squaeeze through
the costom house with about a thou-
sand of the gem? hidden in the lining
of his coat.



