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POLYGAMY-STILL AN UNBOLV-
ED PROBLEM.

UNDER the head of ‘' Polygamy—an Un-
solved Problem,” we published an ‘arti-
cle In reply to an editorial on *““Mor-
monism’’ which appeared in the Chicage
Tridbune, In another article, entitled
“The Mormons,” which appears in the
Tribune of the 224 instant, and which we
publish to-day in our columns, the edi-
tor dissents from our views as then ex-
pressed, and thinks that we misunder-
stand the genemal sentiment of the
nation on the subject. | 'We said that
there are other features in our religion
equally objectionable with that of plu-
rality of wives, and that if the demand
to give up polygamy were complied
with, it would be followed by demands
to renounce every other distinctive fea-

ture of our religion. The Tridune differs
from us in this view. Free toleration,

for all religions, it says, is a part of she
constitution, and it will be malatained

by all denominations of Christians as
essential to their own safety and devel-
opment. To support this it says, *‘the
Chinese have even Pagan temples in
San Francisco, and very soon after the
Pacific Railroad is completed we shall
have (hem in Salt Lake and Chicago.”

We should be most happy to learn
that we are Iaboring under a misunder-

standiog respecting the exactions that
would be made of us were we to re-
nounce polygamy. Not ‘that we have
the least desire to see that doctrine
abandoned, and we are far from bellev-
ing it ever will be; but if every other
feature but this objectionable one could
be tolerated, we should be inspired with
hope that the time was not far distant
‘when our polygmmy would not be
deemied a cause of offence. 'We have no
reason to question the sincerity of the
Tribune when it makes the statement

cere, well-meaning people in the Ullid
States who think that it is WWH
polygamy that is the cause of all our
troubles, and that if it could be dl-l-
ed from our faith and practice, we would
be from all annoyance and recelfve
full toleration. But they deceive them-

selves when they indulge In an,
opinieon, We know better; and if they

knew our faith and practicess they are, |
they would agree with us.

[t has become quite popular In sertain
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acter that brought our former persecu-
tions upon us. [t was clalmed, as the
Tribune says, that very many of the fol-
lowers of Joseph Smith were villains of
the deepest dye, and that they were all
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boutly and sensual s, live riot-
ously and licetitiously, and prostitute
and debase women as badly as they are
said to be in Chicago, and whe would
troable themispives about us? Not the
devil or those over whom he has influ-
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truth; the primitive Christians did not | pa, _The law ma m
until they became asimilated to the| Douglas, and it was when som
heathenish beliefs and practices which |of the ablest jurists the oulllm-y
prevailed around them, and it would be | ever produced were members of Con-

too much forthé '‘Mormons’ or the true
modern Christians, toumtnny better

needful rules and regulations respecting
the territory of the United States.” But
this pro¥ision gives Congress no power
in relation to the territory only as pro-
perty of the United States; it gives no
power to control its domestic institu-

had th b .
r It by ]

had the power ¢

bune is a statute prohibiting the practice
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