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MRhir george rF parsons has written a
seriessennes of letters to the san francisco
timestithes under the heading of among
the mormonscormonsMormons which will doubtless be
read with interest by californians we
do not know how long mr Parsonparsonssi re-
mained here but we suppose that his
stay was brief and whatever errors have
crept into his letters for they are not
entirely free from mistakes we attri-
bute to that cause the letters aoiso far
as we have seenbeenseeni are as correct as could
be exexpected from one coming in as weimagineimagine mr P did with but little pre-
vious knowledge of utah and its peo
rieile and they speak highly for his in

astry and the care which he has
taken to obtain information we
shall await with interest the remain-
ing portion of his correspondence
if he continues to write as favorably of
the affairs and the people of utah as he
hashaa done in the letters which have
reached us we shall be almost sur-
prised for however fair a man may
bee disposedto write about utah and

the mormonscormonsMormons he soon becomes
aware of the fact that it is unpopular
with a certain noisy class and unless
he be a man of considerable moral
courage he is apt to weaken and to
shape hishis utterances to better suit their
taste already we notice a contempti-
ble

1

little san francisco sheet contains
an article in which an attempt is made
to hold mr parsons up to ridicule thetruth he tells does not agree with its
ddepravedpraved taste and it evinces spleen

sneakingbTeaking of ogden mr P says
thehe traveler who enters hilbilutah from the

west will meet with little worthy of note
until he reaches ogden which lais some forty
miles to the eastward of promontory
point brigham city ittibbit is true lies to the
westward of this town snugly sheltered at
the base of the wasatch mountains but itis by no means so considerable a place as
0odenogdenden on entering it one is reminded of
thette quiet country towns of the older states
though ogden is if possible even more
hushed and somniferous than those abodes
of peace and monotony it boasts one
principal thoroughfare but the streets are
laid out with a liberality as regards space
that might be copied with advantage by
more pretentious places the houses are
for the most part built of adebie and the
town is situated at the very base of thetho hills
some of the houses being placed upon a
level bench which rises at thetho rear of the
main street the largest buildings are thetithing house the hotel thothothe only oneono in
tabernaclethe place kept by bishop west and thetho
tabernacle where religious services are
heldhold I1 the stores are few in number and
the amount of business done does not ap-
pear to be large though the advent of ttheag

0
railroad has given a stimulus to trade and
isis gradually awakening the mormonscormons to
thetthe necessity of action one thing soon
makes itself apparent to thothe sojourneraurner in
this little place andalid that is that ogden is
exceedingly ororderlyJerly there are herohere regu-
lar mormon policemen and there is more-
over a station house built on the hill ofrougerough stone and looking strong and firm
enough but the police havohava little to do
and the station bouso is seldom tenantedtenanted
save when some foolish gentilogentile puts an
enemy into his mouth to steal away his
brains and reflects discredit upon the
civilization he misrepresents by his drunk-
en vagaries bishop whom I1 have
alluded is a favorable specimen of the
leaders of the mormon church lieile is a

Kquietq letiet gentlemanly wellweli informed man
andd though he has not yet learned how to
keep a hotel I1 have hopes of his improve-
ment in this respect perhaps I1 shall not
be becomrecommendingmending him to your lady readers
when I1 state that behe has nine wives at the
present time but that is one of the peculi-
arities of utah society and I1 cannot evade
it even if I1 were inclined to f
outside of thothe main street thothe houses are
scattered and generally stand in their own
gardens at this season of the year
are fragrant and lovely with the odor and
the color of peach and apple blossomsblosbiossms
here mayulay be seen on a pleasant afternoon
the two or three wives of the tradesman or
the artisan seated in thetho shade of thetile
verandah nursing their respective babies
and ileIzekeeping an eye upon the gambols ol01
the multitudinous little ones who roll and
tumble about the foliage covered porch

the fru grownarvn i gardensardens is saidsaiasaisal to
bobe of a verytery superior quaqualitylilly but I1 was notritfortunate enough to bobe present when it was
ripe k

N TO SALT LAKE
there does not appear to be much good

land between ogden and salt lake whenonce the weberValloyvalley is passed robathetho bot-toms there are very rich and fertile but the
river is as I1 heard a traveler ledlrediremarkaiuaik averyvory mean stream and has an ugly habit
ofor spreading itself all over thetho low landswhen the snows melt in the hills on reach-
ing farmington a prettyprett village some
twenty two miles from ogogdenen some choice
land appears farmington is situated on
the slope of the footfoothillshills and in front of ita considerable tract of good soil ststretchesIretChes
away down to the margin of salt lakeththeretherora are hehererdeomosome substantial houses ofstastonen which1vhtoh differdlffiffer from our ownon style ofarchitecturer hiie ture inin that they are made to lastthere are some flofioflourishing2 orchards prettyprett
gardens fine springs ofdelicious water anandpleasant groves the neighborhood
and it is altogetherotheroiher a veryavery picturesque andand
cozy looking little place passing along
the toad here one meets wagons driven byswarthy country folks accompanied far
more frequently than in gentile countries
by their wives and children nearly allali
the women in these regionregions swearwear sun bon-nets of such portentous dimensions thatthere isla no more chance of seeing the face
at the back of them thanthap if one was tryingto discern a personspersons features by looking
through the summit tunnel

SALT laue CITY

down in the wilds of arizona amid a
desert reregionof on presenting everywhere the
marks of ancient volcanic action where
the gigantic cactus rises to a hightbight ofsixty
feet and throws out its huge coarse blos-
soms like bleached human heads at right
angles to the fluted columnar shaft the
traveler comes upon an edifice which is so
utterly and entirely out of placeplade and for-
eign to the surroundings that he is com-
pelled to recall the childish legends of the
arabian nights and to wonder if indeed
some whimsical genii has not caught up the
building from the midst of a populouspopulous elcityit 9and planted it in the wilderness in koclmock-
ery for the bewildering structure is a
temple of no mean within
fniftyfifty miles there is no human habitation
wonderful asus this spectacle undoubtedly
is it may well be questioned whetwhetherherthethecity of the saints the capital of deseret is
not entitled to rank as the more remarkableremarremarkablekaiekAle
creation it is not at this day that the full
force of its interest strikes the observer for
the labors of that extraordinary people who
emulate the honey bee in their indefatiga-
blebleanisanaandanI patient industry have so far
reclaimed the desert all around the place
that its earliest discoverers wouldr fail to
recognize it but twenty years ago when
the first veterans crept slowly through the
defiles of the mountains to the eastward
and emerged upon the plain which once
formed a portion of the bed of the great
salt lakbiaka they had need of all the fervor
and faith that religious fanaticism could
supplyuparterteI1y to reconcile them to the destindestinyy
mamarked out for them by the leaders oathof the
struggling and harassed church bleak
mountains sterile soil void of vegetation
and of forest grogrowth met their expectant
eyes and shadowedforeshadowedfore hardship and pri-
vation of the most distressing character
but the lot was accepted silently and with
submission the fiat had gone forth and
here in the only possibly fertile spot for
many miles around the wanderers pitched
their tents and established their city

twenty years have passed away and in
the evening of a spring day wowe are entering
salt lake city from the westward onoliour
right hand flows the river jordan between
low banks and through level ground far
away to the westward the great dead lake
gleams in the rays of the declining sun and
abroad expanse of flat and barren country
lies between the lake and river on the
eastcast bank of the jordan the city is situated
at an elevation of feet above the sea
level at its back the wasatch mountains
rise to a hightbight oftenoften thousand feet and on
their summits glitter eternal snows wind-
ing around a rocky promontory we ap-
proach the city scattered widely over the
plain its streets andarid houses mark the land-
scape with patches of garden and longiong lines
of pleasant shade treesamid which the white
buildings rise presenting a most charming
and picturesque effect therothere may bemore
beautiful cities than saltsait lakelako but there is
not one whose beauties are so strongly im- i

pressed upon the observer by its contrast
with the surrounding desert the of
the saints is an oasis the garden spot in
the midst of a howling wilderness and
whatever objections may bobe made to the
mormon religion midand thetile mormon
tionshereshero can be but one opinion as to
the industry and perseverance that have en-
abled them to build up this beautiful city
the place is laid out with much judgment
and good taste the streets are more than

feet in width and are bordered on either
side with rows of shade trees while spark-
ling mountain streams of delicious water
ripple through weltwell built stone courses in
every thoroughfare the houses aroaru most-
ly built of plastered though many
wooden and some stone edifices of a sub-
stantial character have been erected of late
years everywhere throughout the city
the eye is refreshed by blooming gardens
and umbrageous trees and this exuberance
of foliage together with the pleasant mur-
murs bybythethe roddnoadroadsideside lend

anan indescribable charm to the s enoene waotae
city is said to cover three thousand acres of
land and it is laid out infix blocks of tenacres
each each block being divided into lots of
one acroaero and a quarter just enough for a
neat cottage and garden the trees most
commonly met with are the amaciasacacias locust
cottonwoodscottonwoods and ianthusailanthusalianallanal thu but outside of
main street which is business
thoroughfare of the city one comes upon
cozy cottages surrounded with peach and
apple blossoms and nestled in luxuriant
rose bushes the tiny cottages which
stand apart from the road here and there
sheltered in nests of deep green foliage aroare
mostly the residences of wives who lavohavohavohave
separate establishments a very common
practice here somosome og0 these cottages are
built with much taste and therothere is gener-
ally about salt lake altygitycityolty an english air to
be met withinwith in no other town upon this
continent or at least upon this sido of the
continent

TITHINGTITniNG AND OTHER MATTERSmalters
theaithotho system of mutual aidP which chris-

tiantian communities believe in and laud but
seldom practice is in utah the rule andhho0
who should refuse assistance to an impov-
erished brother when possessing the meansmeans
to supply it wouldwoiwoluld not only be regarded as
a recreant to hisbis creed but would subject
himself to severebevere reprimand from the heads
of the church thus it happens that while
inutah there are comparatively few wealthy
men there are none abjectly poor and thestranger might travel from end to end of
the territory without one
man so miserable as to bobe compelled to sue
for alms thothe question of thothe tithes has
never so far as I1 am aware raised any ill
feeling or complaint among the mormonscormonsMormons
as itt has dono in other countries they
give cheerfully and I1 bellevobelieve they give
fairl not endeavoring to overreach their
spiritual teachers by cunning evasions or
cchicaneryIcan eryepy but honestly setting apart the
full tenth ofall their produce for thothe church
the secret of this cheerful contribution is I1take it tot be found in thothe fact that though
the power of thothe mormon church is des-
potic thetho bishops and apostles are
among the hardest workers in the commu-
nity and they dado not grow rich upon their
positions nearly all of the apostles are
poor men men who though not living ex-
actly from hand to mouth are neverthe-
less often put to it to make both ends meet
and to provide for thetho increasing ojof
the large families which their position in
the church almost forces upon them the
tithingstithing aresare appropriated to their legitimate
uses and the people knowing this and be-
ingingL moreover in full accord with tlethethe digni-
tarieses of the church never grudge their
share of the tax

Aafterfterafter stating that president youngs
policy in providing for the people a
commodious place of amusement and
that the mormonscormonsMormons display far more
taste and discrimination in14lotheinthethe matter
of amusements than even the intelli-
gent people of san francisdofrancisc which
provesroves that tthethoh policy1 ipY of their leaderaas ast1sthasbas had at 11least1 ttheh good effects of
sharpening their wits and refining their
judgments he says

the theatre at salt lake city is a ro-
mar

re-
markablymarkably fine building it is I1 think
larger than anything of the kind on this
coast and in its interior arrangements it is
modeled more after the drury lane theatre
in london than after any american place
of amusement there are three tiers or
circle above the the mifmidmiddlemiddiedledie
circles or as they call it the first circle is
usually reserved for gentile visitors thouthoughh
no respectable stranger is refused adadmis-
sion to the where as a rule the
saints sit the stage is a very fine one
the appointments generally such as green
groom

ST
dressing rooms wardrobes carpen

ttors loft scene rooms elccle are on a fantar
larger and more convenient scale than the
generality of our theatrestheartrestheatres in this city al-
ways excepting the new california theatre
everything isis comfortable complete and
ampleampie in accommodation the theatre was
built by brigham himself and he has spent
enuch time and money in perfecting it in
every part the greatest drawback is the
absence of gas in the house and this of
course detracts much from the general
effect of the building09 at night0

timTHE MORMON nolicePOLICE

brought witchita seumscum
of which surged on from one
mushroom town to another along the line
marking its passage sowing
the seeds ofvice and villainy where restnest
ed bands of these vile wretches sometimes
entered the quiet city on the banks of the
jordan and sought to erect there the gam-
bling hells and whisky shops without which
they could scarcely exist the mormon
police were unaccustomed to dealing with
such characters but they succeeded to a
miracle in keeping the peace there were
no riots there was no shooting but the
ruffians somehow found out that the quiet
men who came and talked to them so calm-
ly were not to bobe trifled with and they
speedily betookretook themselves to fresh fields
and pastures now I1 happened to be my
selfa witness of the way these mormon
policemen conduct themselves under such
circumstances the place was a little way
station called taylors mills some four
miles east of ogden city A train going to
wasatch had brought up a crowd of men
who had been working on the union pacific
railroad and this crowd composed of some

of tho worst roughsboughs I1 havehavo verever seen many
of them were hhalfalf drunk and wholly quacauarquar-
relsomerelsome and theytiley soon began to talk about
cleaning out the d d mormonscormonsMormons and were

evidently ripe for arowa row presently they
commenced quarreling among themselves
and it lookialooked usas though a generalgen eraloral riot was
imminent at this juncture a plainly
dressed young man made his way into thothe
seething vortex of thotheth 0 crowd andconfront-
ing the most quarrelsome rough a bull
headed close cropped scoundrel with strong
indications of thetho ze fighter about him
quietly told him that no fighting would be
allowed there the man was surrounded
and it would have been easy to fell him
with a blow from thetho rear but hisids coolness
dauanted the bully who began to quiet
down a little soon however I1 finding that
the policemanpolicaman was alone his courage ro

lieho began to abuse him uttering
threats about shooting and eyeing the mor-
mon murderously the latter repeated his
order and thentilen arose a babel of yells and
threats in thetho midst of which I1 fully ex-
pected that the daring policeman would
have been trampled underfootunder foot if notnob shot
down and killed outright hohe maintained
his coolness however and in a few min-
utes to tho amazement of the lookers on
hohe had succeeded in dispersing the crowd
by some occult process beyond my compre
benhenbensionsionsidn perhaps the power of the police
in utah is fortified by the fact that every
Ifmormonformon bears arms and knows how to
use themthorn and that every Mmormonormon is ready
at a moments notice to sally forth in de
oense of his brethren or his church what-
ever thothe cause may beit is howeverr certain
that thieves roughsboughs and other bad charac-
ters stand very littlelittiejitt e chance of pursuing
their nefarious business successfully ivina
salt lake city ap

improvements IXIN

THEtian completion of the railroadrailroads14 like-
ly

like-
yly among other things to make a great

change in the method of conducting
agricultural operations of every kind in
these mountains our distance from
every place where grain stock and
daidaldairydalryry products were produced left the
supplyingying of our markets to our own
citizens but the completion of the
railroad has changed all this grain
flour butter and cheese can all be
brought from the east and considersconsidera
ble quantities of these articles have al
ready been imported and disposed of
this plan of supplying our wants may
answer for a season like the present
when our own products have been
greatly lessened by the destructive rava-
ges of grantgraftgrasshoppershoppers and the employ-
ment of hundreds of our laboring popu-
lation upon the railroad but it willivill
never do to depend upon for should
this policy be persisted in we will fall
into the condition of hewers of wood
and drawers of water to other commu-
nities and the result will be utter im-
poverishment

agricultural pursuits in all their
branches must receive more attention
from us than they have dohedoneconeinin the past
they must be followed more intelli-
gently less slovenly and more in con-
sonance with the improvements of the
age than they have heretofore we
need teachers in agriculture in this
country ninnymany who now follow
this pursuit were not in the least fami-
liar with the business previous to com-
ing here we have a few doctors law-
yers merchants and clerks and many
mechanics and factory hands who
have found themselves upon their ar-
rival here under the necessity of turn-
ing their attention to the cultivation of
the earth and though they have been
able to earn a living and in many ins-
tances do very well still they have not
mastered agriculture so thoroughly as
fiff they hadbad been trained in early life to
the business A thoroughly earnest
man possessing0ssessing a complete knowledge
of agacagriculture1iture capable of infusing en-
thusiasmthusiasm into the hearts of those with
whom he converses could find a splen-
did field for usefulness in any of our
agricultural districts

let him persuade his neighbors that
agriculture is one of the most intellect

andandl ennobling of callings andarid he
has accomplished considerable thenthed
let him teaellteach them how to mckemake farfarm
pleasant buildings commocommodiousdloudiou 9aa apancprpr

and charming and how to malimata
tain order system and economy to0 uus
proper farm machinery and to mmaa
their farms pay and he becomes a grgregr
benefactor to illshis immediate b 0

hoodbood and to the entire community I1
have such men among us and if i
bishops of the various agriculture
wards would form organizations tth
knowledgknowledgee and experience mi itt
made wifelywidely beneficial J

we are now in a position whereaher
must compete with other communitycommunit ie

the struggle has already commecomberg e

and we must show our mettle Weliweil avel
religion that is incomparably euperloperio


