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What is Noble.

BY CHARLES SWAIN.

What is noble? To inherit
Wealth, estate, and proud degree?
There must be some other merit
Higher yet than that for me!
Something greater far must enter
Into life’s majestic span;
Fitted to create and centre
True nobility in man!

What is noble? *Tis the finer
Portion of pur mind and heart;
Link’d to something still diviner
~I'han mere language can impart:
Ever prompting—ever seeing
Some improvement yet to plan;
To uplift our fellow being,
And, like man, to feel for Man!

What is noble? Isthe sabre
Nobler than the humble spade?
There’s a dignity in labor
Truer thun e’er pomp arrayed! .
[le who secks the Mind’s improvement
Aids the world in aiding Mind;
Every g-eat commuanding muvement
Serves nol one—but all mankiud.

O’er the forge’s heat and ashes,
O’er the engine’s iron head,
Where the rapid shuttle flashes
And the spindle whirls its thread;
There is labor lowly tending
Each requiremeunt of the hour,
There is genius still extending
Science—and its world of power!

'Mid the dast, und specdy, and clamor
Of the loom-shed aud the mill;

'‘Midst the clink of wheel and hammer
Great results are growing still!

Though too oft by Fashiou’s creatures,
Work and workers may be blam’d,

Commerca need not hide its features!
Industry is not asham’d.

What is noble? That which places
T'rath in its enfranchis’d will;

Leaving steps, like angel traces,
That mankind may follow still!

E'en through Scorn’s malignant glances
Prove him podrest of his clan,

He’s the Noblo—who advances
Freedow, and the cause of man!

o0
[From the Doston Traveler, Decs 4. ]

| EGYPT.
GOVERNMENT—PUBLIC WORKS AND
ENTERPRIZE:—SOURCE OF THE NILE
—~WATER IN THE DESERT OF
SAHARA.

- Beirur, Aug. 20, 1856.

Editor of the Traveler:—"The first modern ruler
of Egypt who had any idea of improving the con:
dilion ot the country by coustracting works of
public utility, was the celebrated Mehemat Alj—
Having been elevated to the rank of Pasha from
a humble position and with a foreign origin, ag he
was an Albauian andnota Turk, and had em-
braced the Turk’s religion for the suke of office
and ambition, he was sent to Egypt by the Saltan
s a province suituble for a man of hiis erergy aud
restlessness. .

Irritated by provocations from the Porte, con-
scious of his great execulive powers, and yielding
to the promptings of his smbition, he made Egypt
bis own independent kingdom; ~and throwing off
his allegiance to thie Sultan invaded and conquered
Syria and Palestine, and was about to take pos-
sesssion of Constantinople itself, and muke it the
capital of his empire inst+ad of being thatof the
Sultan, when the dllied fleets of Evgland, France,
aud Russia, drove Lim back to Egypt at the mo-
ment Turkey lay at his feet.

The Porte and its allies stipukited that he and
his beirs showdd have the government of Egypt
henceforth to all futuré time, independent and
unacisturbed, upon the puyment of annual tribute
to tire Porte of abont £300,000, and be dignified
with the title of Viceroy. The nb less celebrated
Ibrahim Pasha, under whom he won most of his
~victories and mude mostof his conquests, was not

the son of Mehemet Ali, as generully supposed, |

but of one of his numerous wives.

Abbas Pasha succeeded to the wvice-royalty
upon the death of Mehemet Ali, and the present
Pasha, Mohammed. Suid, upon the deceass of
Abbas. The present Viceroy is suid to be a man
of greatenergy and large views, bul. sometimes
cruel to his subjects, eapricious in hiis movements,
and given to luxurious habits which must shorten
Liis life, if they do not indeed, as most predict who
Lunow him, soon end it. A

Suid Pasha, however, from mingling freely with
the Inglish and the I'rench, has conceived ideas
as humune as they are expansive; and should he
Le atle to carry out his projected meusures, he
may bring back to Egypt something of its anci nt
glory. The intérnal improvements and public
works projected, and in some instances completed
or commenced by Mehemet Ali, he has adopted
us his own, and designs not,only to carry them
out fully, but to add to them largely. Hisalleged
cruelty is not exhibited, so far as I can learn, in
acts of ill nature, passion, jezlousy, or malice
towards individuals.

He does not cyowd his prisons upon mere sus-
picion, like the king of Naples, nor like him wear
out his victims in dark, damp duugeons, or send
them, after sham trials, away to execution. His
cruelty is the conscriptien of young men for the
army, who are seized without notice,and wherever
found after sunset, and hurried away to the army
without permission to bid farewell to those they
love the most. Iorced labor is also common upon
the public works, in which great suffering is often
endured, with sickness and death.

There are not wanting traits of humanity, how-
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jever, in the Viceroy, as the following facts will
' show:—THe has an only child, a son, not above
' three years old, whom he has committed entirely
| to the care and training of an English governess.
| Not long since, on the occasion of a great fes-
tivity, when nuinerous Pashas and high officials
were present, Lie ordered the governess to bring
this childinto the presence of the distingnished
guests, and she rem=ined with her charge for some
time in such strange company. 'T'he child clung
'confidingly and affectionutely to his guardian in
view of such an array of beurds and swords,while
 the governess made hersell as easy us in an Eng-
lish parlor.
I So bold adeed on the part of the Viceroy, in-
l.dir:miug a puternal heart and bhis approval of
| Enropean usage in the sceial intercourse of the
| sexes, naturally created a great deal of wonder in
| the land of the Pharuohs. Besides this,Suid Pashu
'[lms manifested a telerant spirit in religion, Not
| only have the native Christian sects hud the* fullest
liberty of worship, but Euglish and American
| missionaries are allowed to proseeute their work
wilhont molestation, and recently the Vieeroy
(ordered that all Christiun soldiers in his army
- should be allowed to hold religious serviees in their
oWl Way.
| Iuo the late war he farnished astrong auxiliary
forea for the Porte, for which service the Sultan
recently sent him a costly sword by one of his
| Ministers of State, with a letter of thanks in his
‘own hand. It is suspected by some that the
| Viceroy’s ambitionand energy suggest the thoug! t
of independence at some no distant day, of whicl
'some of his public works are in anticipation,
Baying nothing of the ship ecanal projected
across the isthmus of Suez, within two yeurs ouly
the Viceroy haos introduced the felluwing admin-
istrutive messures, besides others of the same
character;:— T'he abolition of glayery; discharging
|all the villuges of arrear tuxes; liberty of com-
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multitucde of 150,00 ) men, whilst the instances of
sickness were not more than five in a thousand.—
Thus with little expense to the government, (for
such labor is unpaid) this important canal was
cleaned out, deepened, and enlarged, though’
| sixty miles long, between April 10th and May 3d.
A governmeunt and people capable of much well-
(directed energy are uble 1o construct the proposed
- ship canal from sea to sea,and any other works
' which public wility may require.
The common day wages of the Egyptian peas-
| ants are sixleen cents, they furnishing their own
 provision !
The ruilroad already constructed and in opera-
tion between Alexundria aund t airo is more than
I 100 miles in length, and thongh the speed would
| fail to satisly the go-uhead Yankee, a full day be-
ing required to pass over it, the utility, public and
 private, incaleulable. ‘The conduct of Said Pasha
travelers; for when he is
traveling he will sometimes detain the train for a
day at some depot on the route, whenever the fit
comes over him,.whatever the inconvenence and
| loss to the passengers.
| Theroad is in the process of construction from
1 Cairo to Suez, on the Sea, a distance lessthan
‘that from Alexandria to Cuiro, and will be com-

| pleted by the end of the year. The line of elec- |

| tictelegraph will be extended to the same pointand
at the same time, where it is iutended to conuect
(it with the long line projected to the East In-
 dies.

' Another enterprize projected by the Viceroy,
-and sustained al his own expense exclusively, is a

~ scienlific expedition to discover the scurce of the

' Nile. The expedition will be cornposed of scien-
 tific men of different countries, and be condneted
by ayoung traveler dlready favorably known by his
' Africnn explorations,  I"rom the strong influence
of the Vieeroy in London, and from the fact -that
| the government of. that country is in the hands of

'merce afld trude, instead of the former system of | another son of Mehemet Ali, it is thought the ex-

monopoly; the payment of taxes and duties in
money instead of payment in kiud; the nmelior-
ation of the army; the extinction of all the old
debts of the State; ghe equal linbility of men of
all religions and races Lo conseription; and
the decision of a great mass of matters for a long
time in litigation by arbitration instead of the
tedinus process of law.

‘T'he ruilroad from Alexandria to Cairo is a work
of more than two years’ standing, but the fruit of
the present Pasha’s enterprising spirit.. In uddi-
tion to this, he has built two branches in the
Delta, and is engaged in extending the muin line
| from Cairo to Suez, on the Red Sea, which when
completed will inuke a line above 200 miles long.

A telegraphic line is built along the railroad from
Alexandria to Cairo, and for some months has
been in operation: with the completion of the rail-
road it will be extended to Suez, and connected

the coast of Africa to Algiers, and thence across
the Mediterrancan to Lurope. Lighiing Cairo
and Alexundria with gus, an expedilion to the
sources o the Nile,the re-organization of schools,
and especially of the Medical School, and the
cleaning out of the AMahmoudich eanul, dre also
among the honorable aud useful acts of the Pasha
within the last two years 1819 by Mehement Ali,
conneeting Alexandria with the Nile,

The length of the eanl is 6 miles, with a depth
of 18 feet anda width of 50, It was navipa-
ble only during the overflow ¢f the Nile, and for

men, impressed into the service by the Vieeroy,
completed the work in a year, though tens of
thousands of the Juborers perished from.excessive
toil, insuflicient provigions aud accommodations,
and a pestilential air. - Being neglected for d Jong
period, the eanal partially filled up aguin,and made
the navigation impracticable.

Seeing this,Saiq Pasha resolved to throw out the
iem*th which had fallen in, and restore it to its
|original use. Purposing to do the work in a
cmouth, il’ possible, hie iquired of hisengineer the
numuer of men necessary to accomplish it, who
gave 67,000, FEvery villuge-and locality were re-

whom a certain portion of the new excavation
was assigned, with the assuraznce the quicker it
was done the sooner they might return.

As the time of haivest wasapprouaching, and the
cleaning 6f the canal must be fiuished by the end
of April, oflicers, overseers and laborers under-
stood the importance “of haste; and when the
 forces deployed along the line of the canal, they

As soon as a parly reached its “ecluim,”* hoes,
shovels, pick-axes aud baskets were found await-
ing themn,

One used the hoe or shovel; another filled the
basket, aud three bore it away and emptied out
ils contents. A greut number were up to their
walsts in water, and at night the ground wus their
bed, the heavens their curlains, and the stars the
guardians which watched over them. The labor
went on in the midst of joyful shouts, the work-
men vicing with each other to:see who could. first
execute the task ussigned them, and putting forth
ull  their strength to the sound of musie,—for
every province und every village had brought their
eminent performers,such agare called for on preat
occasions, as the birth of a child, the rite of cir-
cumeision, marriuge, and the feast days of the
Moslem santons, or saints; for the Alahvmmedan
celendar is as rich in the names and days of such
characters as the Cuatholic.

When the engineers and officers passed by in
inspecting the works, they saluted them in the
Arabic form: #God preserve your days!” Near
' by markets were located at suitable intervals, at
which the laborers procured onions, nuts, dates,
figs, cheese, eggy, &e.; while every morning fresh
bread was distribufed by the government. Thus
these Egyptian peasunts, called fellahs, converted
|the period of their hard toil into a long festi-
vity.

‘T'hrough the precantions taken by the authori-
ties and the good spirits of the workmen, there

with a line to Constantinople, and another n!ﬂng1

eight months was dry. It isstated that 150,000 |

quired to farnish their proper coulingents, to

were found to number 150,000 instead of 67,000. |

was not a single case of mortality in this immense

pedition will encounter no obstructions in pur-
 suing their olject and be uble to solvea grand
 problem of ancient and modern geography, which
has hitherto defied the most ardent zeal and re-
'solute self-devotion. Preparations for this enter-
 prize are already in progress, whose results will
- beuwaited with much interest by the scientific
- world.

| . . ’

- In this connection it may be proper to add, that
the Sardinian government has lutely rpeceived a
letter from Mr. Brun Rollet, Vice Consul of

| Sardinia at Khartum, in. Nubia, duted from the |

banks of the Misselad, in which he states that
alter a mouth’s explorution he had succeeded in
reconunoitering the lake by which the waters of
the Misselad and the Madj communicate with
those of the White Nile; and that having found
 the mouth of the Misselad, which flows into the
duke, he bad, under the escort of twenty-three
ligyptian soldiers, penetrated to the river, und as-
| cended il to the distance of 120 miles when he
wrote.  Iis intention wes to go up the river as
' far as he possibly could; and he declaresthat from

Nile. :

Mr. Rollet’s opin‘on on such a subject is said
to be entitled to great respect, from the fact that
he has made numerous excursions up both the
Blue Nile and the While Nile. I'vom what the
| natives told him, it appears that the Misselad, in
| the rainy season, overtlows au immenss extent of
‘country. As faras he had gone,the vegetation on

!him by the natives, though not always favorable,
was not hostile.

As I may not be nearer to the Dosert of Sahara
for some time to come, [ will here add,that u nder
 the direction of a French Genersl of Algiers, a
boring has been made in the desart for water with
the most cemplete suecess. The Artesian well
is 150 feet deep, and the spring furnishes about
1000 gallons of water per miinute, which is clear
and of an excellent guality. 'T'he engineer who
conducted the work exhdbited great energy and
resoluteness. I'or thirty-nine days and nights the
work went on without the least interraption, not-
withstanding the thermometer sometimes stood at
115 degrees!

Should the same process be followed in the
desert between Mount Singi and the Holy Land,
which is as utterly without wells and fountains us
in the days of the Israelites, though in some
places puddles of brackish water are found, which
neither man nor animals. can drink, probably the

=

the necessity of carrying water in skius for about
twenty days’ march. Perbaps water could be
found jn the great American desert by the same’

inh bitable by millions of human beings. At any
rate it'is worth whileto muke the experiment.

W.
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Literature of Wales.

The correspondent whose enthusiastic devolion
to the old Welsh culture our readers had an
opportanily of considering lust week, adds,

“Wherever Welsh fumilies settle together they
maintain the habits and language of their country.
In the very midst of London, a lurge community
of Welsh people has eherished from generation to
generation the religious lilerature of Wales.

Liverpbol has become a sort of Welsh metro-
polis to the Principality.

Beyond the Atlantic, in the ecity and state of
New York, n digest of all the periodical publica-
tions of Waules is circulated, under the name of
Y Detholydd (The Selector), besides original
periodicals, called, Y Cenadwr, (The Messanger,)
Y Cyfaill o’r Hen Wlad, (The Friend of the Old
Country,) Y Seren, (The Star,) Y Cyfaill, (The
Friend,) and many others.

1 he lunguage is so copious, energetic, and flex-
ible, that almost all things gain fresh strength and
power when translated into it, while they guin also
in conciseness of expressien. I'or instauce, the

comprehensive and succinct writings. Maltita-
dinous as they are, it would be comparatively easy

“its width and depth he has no doubt it is the real |

the banks was luxariant, und the reception given |

same suceess would follow,and travellers be saved |

Welsh summaries of political news are models of |
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to enumerate Welshmen of the past and present
generations who have risen to eminence and con-
ferred benefits and honor upon Britain by the
exercise of their several talents; but it would be
a long and difficult task to track the obscure
course of nalive genius, widely yet silently work-
(ing the diffusion of blessings within the compass-
‘of their own peculiar lund, ’

Any biographical dictionary will furnish hund-
reds of the former: the latter must be traced when
dead through their influeuce on survivors. The
names of many who are now alive and at work
are well known to us; but we feel that we should
be guilty of an unjustifiable and injurious aet in
droggivg such disinterested locul luborers into un-
sought and undesired celebrity.

The enduring prevalence of -the Welsh lan-
-guage, notwitlistanding the active measures which
( have been taken to suppress it, is very cominon-
| ly, though very erroneously, attributed to a conn-
 ter-aclive opposition, while it actually and spon-
| taneously proceeds, in fact, from the working of
natural causes. It is the life of the Welsh lau-
guage, as the breath of a nation’s feelings and
affections, which preserves it. -

We may just as wigely attempt to uproot, or
'to fuse the granite mountaing, in ordsr to make
way, by their rapid disintegration, for more pro-
ductive soils, as to change by determination the
iving speech of 600,000 on 700,000 people.

Conformably to His will who dispersed the
builders of Babel, the Cymry still speak the lan-
guage of their progenitors. Whether that lan-
guage shall continue or cease depends upon cir-
(cumstances too complex for caleulation, and alike
‘beyond our foresight and coutrol; but certuinly
' no other living langaage ean surpass it in wealth
(of words and power of foreible and exact expres-
sion.

It is commomly argued that Welshmen, who
‘have not a thorough ucquaintance with English,
must, of necessity, be impeded in the career of
life, and tethered down, as it were, to that inferior
social rank in which they were born; yet Welsh-
men huave proved, when casually impelled by
worldly ambition, that they well know how to
‘climb even to the woolsack and to the archiepis-
copal throne. But the desire for personal ad-
vancement is not a national characteristic of the
Cymury.

It seems strange, indeed, that alteration of lan-
| guage shouwid be urged as a provocative of that
| desire, when we consider thut the original diver-

' sity :::f tongues was the first signal judginent upon
man’s worldly ambition.

The Cambrian peasant seldom fails to compute
aright the relative value of threescore years and
ten and of immortality. To be useful in his own
(sphiere, not to start out of it—steadily to enlighten
euch his little system—of kinsmen, friends, and
dependents—not to glare forth as a meteor to be
wondered at—to acquire knowledee, and to use it
for God’s glory and for his neighbor’s good—to
render the improvement of his facullies conducive
| to the exaltution of his epiritual being; this is the
main obj=ct of the true Cymro’s ambition, and it
is, incontrovertibly, the highest purpose of human
lifa.

Dispuise it as we may from others or from our-
selves, it is undoubtedly true,.that the restlessness
o' secular aspirations is reserved only for those
who, “fuiling,” as Lord Bacon expresses it, ‘to ex-
alt their nature, are in perpetual estuation to exalt
their place.” It might be well for pseude-philoso-
phers, who scoll’at the Cymraeg as a ‘non-literary
language,’ to study ethees in ils archaic treasu-
ries, and also to tuke a few theological lessons in
a Welsh Suaday School. If our true province
has been rightly defined by Butler to be ‘virtne
and religion, life and manners, the science of im-
proving the temper and making the heart better,’
then is the Welshinan enltivating at home a field
capable of yielding life’s richest and noblest har-
vests."—[ Athenwum,
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A Eit at Congress.
The following broad burlesque of the ‘Proceed-
ings of the American Congress’ i8 from Panch:

Tuespay, June 10—Gn the motion for the see-
ond reading of the Old Hoss add Bunkumm Rail-
way Extension Bill.

Mr. Glaggs (Ga. ) said that he should cousider
it a persoual insut to himself and his colleague if -
the motion were put, The bill was the audacious
spawn of a crawling sycophancy, which ounght to
be kicked to botlomless blazes.

Mr. Binckes (3. C.) coneurred in what had
fallen from the honoruble speaker, and wishied he
had the same commanding eloquence in which to

operation, aud tiins an immense waste be made |embody the unutterable disgust which he felt for

the framers of the bill, and for all the despicable
wretches who had dared to speak in its favor.

Mr. Samuel X. Svoppy (Pa.) had not thought
much of the bill, but was now ‘convigced of its
goodness, when two such’ contemptible snags a
Gluggs and Binckes howled against it.

Senator Binckes-here ecrossed the floor, and,
taking oiff his coat and throwing it on the tuble,
began to whip Senator Sloddy some, but was fell-
ed to the dust by a ruler in the hands of that pa-
triot, Owkins of Mass. He was at first stunned,
but having liquored, resumed his coat and seat.

Mr. Legume (Va.) hoped the debate might be
procrastinated uutil more specific information
was before them. It was unworthy of the ma-
jestic_genius of America to slogdollegize.

A Voice.—Who’s slogdollogizing?

Another Voice.—Greused snakes!
(Sensation )

Mr. Hactaris, Penn.—The bill had been care-
fully discussed on a previous oceasion, and there
was no excuse for delay. He would not impute
molives to its opponents, but would like to kuow
where the honorable Senator Glaggs obtained the
dollars that paid his extravagant hotel bill yes-
terday. |

Mr. Glaggs.—You are a mean, dastardly spy.

Mr. Hactaris.—Youare a liar.

The senator from Georgia here fired four shots
at the honorable speaker without any other casu-

Jerusalem!




