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“WHo am I, saith the Lord, that I
comwmand and am not ubeyeci? Who
am 1, saith the Lord, that I prom-
1se and do mot fulfil?”’ We have
again the privilege of assembling
ourselves together upon another
annual Conference of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
and I hope and trust that, what
time we may spend in Conference,
our hearts may be lifted up unto
the Lord, that his Holy Spirit may
be given uuto us, that we may be
dictated and directed in our words,
thoughts, acts and teachings, in
such a manner that we may be
justified before him.

We have said, time after time,
and year after year, that we live in
a very peculiar age, generation and |
dispensation,and this is true, Time
rolls on, carrying with it its events,
and fulfilling the revelations of
God, unto us especially. We live
in a day of darkness; unbelief and
infidelity are cuveri'ng the whole
face of the earth, until it seems as
though the whole Christian world
had lost all hold of faith in God and
in his Bon Jesus Christ, and in the
Bible, the revelations of God to
man, And this being the case, if
the lL.ord has any people on the face
of the earth they should be increas-
ing in faith in him. You let a
Christian come here, no matter
who, whether he be a minister, pro-
fessor or believer,’or any one who
professes to believe in the Bible,
and let him ask an elder 1n Israel
—*“Do you really believe, in your

soul, sincerely before the Lord, that
Mormonism is true?”

elder answers him ‘‘yes,” he is

(and the Lord never had a people

When the|they made use of the gosp
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committed; and I believe that
every man, every set of men, and
every people will be held responsi-
ble, in time and eternity, for the

hands of the Lord, for a special
purpose—to gather the house of Is-
rael in the latter days. These two
records were also to be made use of

| vail, and it is important to us all

that we should do what is required
of us. What we find to do to-day
we should not put off till to-mor-
row,

in order to preach the fulness of the
everlasting gospel to both Jew and
Gentile; and they will stand in
_}udgmnnt against the generation

iving on the earth when they come
forth; and from the day that Mo-
roni gnve that record into the hands
of Joseph Smith the Lord held him

use they have made of the gifts,
blessings and promises which have
been given unto them. The amount
of it is, that if any people un-
dertake to keep a celestial law, it
is their privilege to enjoy the spirit
and power of that law; it is alse
the privilege of any man or set of
men who ever received the gospel nsible for the use which he
to enjoy the blessings ef that gos.|made of it; and when he gave him
pei, no matter what age of the|the priesthood -under the hands of
world they may have lived in.|{John the Baptist, and the apostie-

ed of his sins, and has been bap-|James and John, the Lord Al
tized for their remission, after the|mighty held him responsible unto
order of God and after the simili-|the day that he sealed his testimo-
tude of Jesus Christ, who was bur- | By with his blood, for the course
jed in water in the likeness of his|that he pursued with these things
death, and came forth in the Jike-| And be bore his testimony, left it
ness of his resurrection, has a right|on record, and sealed it with his
to the Holy Ghost; it is promised, | Plood and laid down his life, and
and it belengs to him; it is the right | that testimony is in force to-day

|

Every person who has ever repent- |8hip under the hands of Peter, fbuilding of temples‘is one of the

| have -been a good mauvy ye

The question may arise in some
minds—What is uired of the
Latter-day Baints? I will tell you'
some things that are required of us.
The Lord requires us wo pay our
tithing; and another thing is that
we go to and build the temple in
this city; whether we do it or not
it is required of us, and if we fail,
we, in my- view, shall be under
condemnation. I eonsider that the

important things required by the
Lord of the Latter-day' Saints in
the dispensation of the fulness
of times, that we may go intothose
temples and not only redeem the
living but redeem our'dead.. We

exrs bere
in‘the valleys of the ‘mogntains, |
and we bave not yet'got a''temiple

r

of all persons to uﬂn this, and if | vpon all the world, and will remain
if they receive the Holy Ghost and |80 unto the end of time. And when
its gifts they have inspiration, light | I say this of Joseph Smith I say it
and truth; they have eyes to see, |of every other man. Presideut

I

finished to the nawie of thé Loid

We have one prefty'well anh'uni.
in*St. George, and I any' very g'ad
of it; but we want' one ‘Here.’ We

ears to hear and hearts to under-| Youog has led this church for ma-
stard, and they should be in a po- n¥ years, and the Lord hbhas held
sition before the Lerd that they can | bim responsible, and will bold him
comprehend his work far more per-| 80 unto the day of his death, for
fectly than the world, for they have | the course pursued by him while
not obeyed the gospel of Christ,|conducting the affairs of his church
and they bave no right
upon the gifts of that gospel. But|be makes of the holy
all who, in any age of tgz world, and tue keys of the kin
obey the gospel have a right to the |2lso  with his Ceunsellors, the
Comforter and to inspiration and|Twelve Apnntleut:nd every one of
revelation, they belong to them,|us; we shall all be held accounta-
ble to the day of our death, and we
on the face of the earth who did |shall bave to give an account before
not have a right to these gifts, and | the God of heaven when we go in-
it was their privilege ang duty to | to the spirit world and meet him
enjoy them. there; for the use of this priesthood,

This is the difference between |aud the keysof the kingdom, which
those who keep celestial law, the|Dhave been established on the earth
law of the gospel of Jesus Christ, | for the last time, have been com-
and those who do nct. But, as|mitted into the hands of this peo-
[ have remarked, all in every age | Ple, and God will hold the whole of
of the world who have received a|us respensible for the use we make
dispensation of the gospel are re,|of the blessings

" Disrivileggn and
sponsible before the Lord for their | powers which we enjoy in connec-
acts, and for the manner in which

tien therewith. The eyes of God
they have used their blessings and |and bis angels, and of every man
privileges. The prophets and apos

priesthood

who dwells in the celestial 'world
tles in every age have been held |are watching us and the course we

responsible for the manner in which | pursue,
o ¢l of . We are gathered together here as

Christ when committed unto them; |8 people; we have been in these

about as much astonished as we
were yesterday when these maga-
zines exploded. The fact of it is,
as I said before, the world do not
believe in God or in revelation, and
they marvel very greatly to find
any man who has really got inde-
pendence of mind enough to stand
up and say—*“I believe Lhat Joseph
Smith was a prophet of God, and I
believe in the revelations that were
given through him; I believe in
the literal fulfilment of prophecy,
as written in the Bible.” To hear
men say this astonishes the whole
Christian world, and it astonishes
the Latter-day Saints to see the
amount of darkness and infidelity
that are abroad in the earth. Hence,
as Latter-day Saints, I think it re-
quires on our part an increase of
faithfulness in the practice of our
religion, and in the various revela-
tions of God contained in the Bible,
Book of Mormon and Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants.

We see before our eyes, year after
year, the signs of heaven and ot
earth, and the fulfilment of prophe-
¢y, but how much are we as a peo-
ple increasing In faith in God? Do
we increase in that respect in pro-
portion to the increase of infidelity
in the world? PerhapsI am not a
Judge, but it ap to me that we
do not comprehend. The work in
which we are engaged, and the Bi-
ble, Book of Mormon and the Book
of Dectrine and Covenants are just
as true to-day as they were twenty,
thirty, or forty years ago when we
shouldered our knapsacks and va-
lises, and travelled on foot from
city to city, state to state, and from
country to country te preach the
word of God without money and
without price, trusting in the liv-
ing God to sustain and uphold us
in our missions. I say that this
work is just as true now as then,

| bind and to seal both on earth and

and so is the saying which I quoted
—“Who am I, saith the Lord, Lhnt.,
I command and am not obeyed?
Who am I, saith the Lnrdgthat 1
promise and do not fulfil?” I be-|
lieve that the Lord will fulfil what
he says; I believe that he will fulfil
his promises unto the Latter-day
Saints and unto the world, unto
Zion and Babylon; and if he does
there is something at the door,
some for us, as Latter-day
Salnts, to do. I believe the Tord
has held every man responsible,

from the day of our great progeni- |
tor, father Adam,into whose hands

the holy priesthvod and the Keys

and that is the way it is with us|mountains a good while, and for a
to-day. ‘One thing is evidemt to|good many years we have been or-
everybody who refleets at all upon | ganized as a church and Kingdom,
the things of the kingdom of God [in this fast age, in this dispeusation
—whenever the Lord chooses a peo- | of the fulness of times;

ple out of the world they are‘hated | the question with me i
by the world, and are unpopular in | living

the world. This has been the case | We pe
in every
of Jesus t. He came to his|claim the blessings
own father’'s house—the Jews; he|Christ, the blessings
was of the lineage of Abraham,|law and of the ce
and when he came to his own|of God? Canwe claim these things
brethren he was unpopular, he was |at the hands of our heavenly Fa.
rejected and opposed. -Tﬁby"did ther unless we keep ‘his command-
not like him nor his course. They | ments? This is a question that we

to or elaim | and kingdom, and also for the use |

gdom. 8o |kingdom' have been gathere

bas been standing a- ‘many
years, and I think- that we should
go to and finishit, arid doavhat we
can to redeem' ouf dead. ' This is|
among the things for which I think
we shall be held responsible. Very
many of us in this church and
d, as
f’atn-

E
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the prophet has said, one of a
ily and two'of a city, and

|our progenitors, now in the spirit

and now [ing that gospe
s—Are we |and glory
up to our privileges? - Are | spon
rforming .the work required | veither will he
a It was so in thedays [at our hands? Can we, as a people, | condemnation for
&ﬂa of the gospel of | they never saw or unders
of the celestial | if thai
lestial kingdom |had t

|

world, never saw the face eof an

apostle, prophet or inspired’ man,
and tliey are shut uppin ison. |
Joseph BSmith, Heber ' Kimball,

George A, Smith and thousands of 'I
the elders of Israel may preach to

those spirits, and they may receive |
the testimonies which the elders

and

have got the foundation laid} it |

of | ts

e

it has got to be' done through obe.
dience to the commandments of the
Lord.,  The Liord bas commanded

us, and we have got to n?ey his
commandments if we receive the

blessings of obedience. Our num.
bérs are not great, and eompared
with the whole of the inhabitants
of the earth I do not expeet that
the, number of the  Latter-day
Saints will ever be very great; ‘yet
the Lord bas promised, that the
little one shall become’ a thousand,
and the sncall one a strong nation:
and out of the house of I.rael and
those from among the Geutiles who
obey the gospel God will raise up a
nation, and they will have power
and strength in the earth.  But
when we compare the Saints in

this or any other age with the sur-

rounding world, their numbers are
few. I _dn._n%t.,; now why it is that
so few of the inbabitants of the
earth take any interest in their
eternal welfare, The whole human
family, heathen, pagan, Christian
ew, know ibat. this is not
their home, and. that all bave got
tofdég, they can not escape the law
of death; even if translated, ss
some were anclently, they have to
undergo a change equivalent to
death. Then why is it there is so
little interest throughout the world
with regard to a future state and to
eternal matters? The few . who
show they bave an interest in these
things, and who have gathered to-
her to these valleys of the moun-
ins hnvq.t‘l‘oﬁd of faith; we stand
in need of prayer, we stand in need
the Holy (Eh and of the in-
gpiration of the Almighty to dic-
tate and n%_irect mni ]:md thilm wo
possess and enjoy these things we
become bu.rmnjnud unrfruitful be-
fore the Lord. % '
Now whatever the Lord requires
at our bhands, he does not require

bear; but the elders will not bap-
tize believers there; there is 5o bap-

tism in the spirit world any more | ments according to the
than there is any marrying and | that we

giving in marriage.” All these

things

have to be done this side of | is no man or woman so

nnythin&'ﬂf us that we can not per-
form. e can obey his command-
position

o?cupy and the means that
we have in our possession. There
peor but

the vail, in the flesh. ' God is no|what he or shé can obey the

pecter of
give privileges

res ¢
to one

got to bave the privil
where, of hearing the
Christ; and the generations that
have
1in its fulness,

live up to the light't
ey are justified so far, and

8; he will not|pel; t
generation | tized for t]
and withhold them from anothér; |and if they keep
and the whole human family, from | ments of the Lord he
father Adam down to our day, bave | their hauds p«
ége, some- | fulfil that wh
ospel ' of | them. |

passed and gone without hear- | while we lre,u!;??thelj a
4 |
nd that th

will never be held re- h_emats
sible by Ged for not obeying it, | Lor
bring them under | that President Y;q‘tmﬁ"
cting ‘a Jaw | strength of body, and ¢
tood; und [ it of

‘ gos-
Ey‘cm go forth and . be bap-
r the remission of their sins,
the eommand-

will‘put into
power and iﬂﬁﬂl“.zﬂ
ich is required ,of

I hope, brethren and sisters, that
_ ’ ot YA’ ot |
power | ference, we' 1 have ‘prayerful

, hat the Spirit of the

may be poured out upon uf;
lﬂ? haye
dy, & t the Spir-
d may rest upon him to such

hey | an extent that he may be able fo

give the Latter-day Saints sucL in-

they have to be preached to in the|struction as he may desire; and that

apirit world. But nobedy will Bap-
tize them there, and ‘somebody has
got toadminister for them by proxy

were looking for Shiloh te come,| want to take home te ourselves, 1f
but not as a babe born in a stable
and cradled in 'a manger, and trav-
elling on from that to the ¢roes and
the grave in poverty and afflietion,
without military authority and
without power to govern and con- |
trol and to deliver and uphold the
Jews as a nation. Christ came as
the babe ¢f Bethlehem, the lowest
almost of the human family, and
remained so up to the day of his
death. A poorer man never lived

ings?
matter for reflection for the Latter-
day Baints. |

It may be asked—What are the
commandments of the Lord? Many
of them are contained in these re-
cords, the Bible, Book' of Mormon
and Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants; and we have the living ora-
cles with us, and have had from

that I know of in Judea and Jeru-| the commencement. The Lord |

salem than Jesus Christ.  ¥Who| will never leave his kKingdom with-
were his followers? They were not
the great, rich, learned, noble, high
priests or leading men ot Judea;
many of them were illiterate fish-
ermen, r men, weak things of
the world; they were the class that |
Jesus chose for his disciples, and
into their hands he gaveithe keys
of the kingdom of God; he gave

them the apostleship, the pewer to

or some power to direct the affairs |
of his eliurch on the earth, for the
reason that it is the dispensa-
tion of the falness of times, in
w hich God hasset up a kingdom
which is to be an everlasting King-
dom, and to whose dominion there
| will be no end; that kingdom will

not be given into the hands of any
| other people, but it will be given

in heaven, Their deeds and labors
reached not only through this
world, but they reached into the
eternal worlds, and will affect the

they will possess it for ever and

ever.
Noew, brethren and sisters, here

we are not keeping the commands |jud
of the Lord can we claim his bless- | fles
We can not; aud this is|urmrection.

| earth, or that I bave desired, it'has

out a lawgiver, leader, president, | within & few years |
¢ R o ’ 1 s | seemed as if every avenue has been | ‘I come

| of the

here in the flesh, that they may b
Eed according  to’ mién in the
and have part in the first res-

This, in my view, is the 'work
that is required at the hands of the
Latter-day Saints, and when we
get through I think we will“find
this to be true. And if thére is

the aswostlea and elders who may be
called upon to 8 may be made
the instruments in theé hards ﬁ
the Lord in conveylng his word to
the people, and that we may be
united t;rgtljgr;. : '

Somebody or other has got fo
build up Zion; somebody has got to
build temples, and te go into them
and attend to the ordinances there-

anything I desiré to live for on the

been to get a record of the ealo-
gy of my fathers, that I might do
something for them before I'go
hence into the spirit world: Until
past it has

closed to obtaining
but the Lerd has moved upen

thousands of them are now labhor-
ing to trace the genealogicaldescent
puritan fathers, thosé who

I wh
to the Saints of the Mest High, and |

landed: at Plymouth ' Roek, and
En?.l;n nghd?nl? built up New

. eir lineages are com~
ing to light, and we are gradually
obtaining access to them;and- by
this means we shall be enabled to
do something towards the salva- |

8
inhabitants of Judea and Jerusa-
Jem from that day, [ may say, into
eternity. Those disciples of Christ
received the holy priesthood, the

orpel of Christ and the keys of the

ingdom of God, and Jesus held |
them responsible to the day of their
death for the course they pursued.
However much they were despised
by the world they were held re-{u
eponsible for bearing a true aud
faithful testimony to Jew and Gen-
tile of Jesus Ch being the true| Saints, and
Shepherd and the Saviour of the|who bas a .
world, 3 elders of this* church are

And so I 'will sa
ter-day Saints and the work they| we look around and fiad that some-
are engaged in. Ezekiel says that| body has le!t us; and it will be'but.

comes a question in my mind, this
morning, which 1 think we eught
to bring home to ourselves, and that
is—Are we;, asa ]i;eopfe',‘ doing our
duty in keeping the law and com-
mandments of God, and the cove-
nants which we have made” Ifwe
are we are justified, and we have a
claim uvpon the HMHoly Bpirit and
n the blessing and spprobation
GQod. Mapy things are required
at the hands eof the Latter-day

passing

in the last days the stick of Joseph |a short time before many of us who |G

in the hands of Ephraim should be | are here to-day will have closed out

there is not one of ‘us|older we grow colder, and as we ad-
Jease of his 'life. The| vancetowards the winding up scene

about the Lat: | away, and almost every Conference | 10st sight of our calling, of the ob-

laced with the stick of Judah, be-| labors in the flesh, and we ehall

of the kingdom of God ha've beeh |

ore the dyer of the nations o 1] haVe pasded Lo the

tion of our dead. .
These are some of the th
on my mind that I wisbed to speak
to you about. And now let me
ask—Have we a right to ourendow-
ments and top the ordinamces and
blessings of the church and k :
dom of God unless we fulfil the
law of God? It seems to me many
times, that there is a darkness and
a Jack of faith even among the Lat-
ter-day Saints,and that as we ' grow

it seems as though we have almest
Ject of our being gathered together,’
and the purposts which God re~
uires at our haunds. There is a
good deal for uk tode if we build.
up Zion; and ifi  we do that and

iﬂg‘ “p“ |

in. The Lord has that he will
come and visit the h, but befere
he does come the e have got
to be pure, The Lord Jesus has de-

clared that be will come and reigh
on the earth, and if you read the
Book iof Dectrine and Covenants
will find numerous predietions
n regard to his coming, such ‘as—
kly,” “l come at an

such' records; | bhour ye, think not,” “My"mmin}.
the | is at the doer,” ‘I come as a thiel
ivhabitants of this nation;:and |in the night,’”! “JI come in an hour

‘when you aré not looking for_mz:}
and‘“Blessed is he who is Jookin 3
‘the coming-of our Lord and 8aviour
Jesus Christ.”’ I say that through-
out.the 'whole of the Seriptures—
the Old and New Testament, the
Book of Mormon and the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, the sec-
end coming of the J.ord is frequent.
|y referred to; and has the Lordi
promised these things without in-
tending to fulfil the:: 7 No, he has
not, they will be fulinled. But b&'i
fore Christ comes n ) vople have got
to be prepared by b« ‘ng sanctified
Lefore the lL.ord. ‘lemples have
to be built; Zien has got to be
uilt up; there mus: be a place of
safety for. the people: of God while
his judgments are abroad in the
earth; for the judgments of God
will visit theearth, theré is no mis-
take about that, the revelations are
full of promises to this eflect, and
as the Lord has declared it, he will
not fail in keeping his word. :
s Brethren and sisters, let ussearch
ttim revelations of tis) let us look
to ourselves, and uclerstand the
spirit by which. w1 are governed
and controlled in cur labors and

A hey aide of the | sanctify ourgelves before the Lord|callings.

We are called to a great




