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I1 AMau thankful td enjoy thothe
of meetingI1ng with the latter

this afternoon in thisthia
tabernacle I1 trust thatthal L may be
ableabie to impart a few wordwords of in-
structionst to you inasmuch as I1
sshallhall be tasslassassistedisted BOso to do byy theuhe

I1hij spirit without this alaidald I1 am
abariaware that I1 would not be qualified
to speak to yourour edification

we have met this sabbath day
fonfoe the purpose of offering up our
Salsaisacrament to ohttue4 most high god
to worshiphip almaim and while we are
thus engaged let me request you
my brethren abilahilanu sisters to call in
the wanderings of your minds and
imimplore his holy spirit to rest
upon us that our borshiworshipP may be
acceptable unto the lord and truly
beneficial unto ourselves for aaas we
have learned all blessings flow
from nimhim and that we are
dent upon him for every good
thing that we receive

we areareaa blessed people in hav-
ingin received ha knowledge of thetho
pienpleaplanpian of salvation for wowe are now
in a position to improve our condi-
tion day by day by the instruction
we reorecxedalvecalve inasiinasmuchduchdueh as we are de-
sirous to be found obedient to all
the requirements of gdgod concern-
ing us we have commenced to
walk the strstraightsightdight and narrow way
which we are told leads to the
exaltation and continuation of the
livesand fewfaw there babe that find it
the fact of our having found the
way of life ought to inspire in our
hearts a desirededire to learn all that is
necessary forforusas to know in order to
enableenible us to continue in the way
serving our god with all our hearts
I1 presume these are the feelings of
my brethren and sisters present to-
day you doubtless want to know
what the lord requires of us in
ththeq hope of overcoming every im-
perfection and folly and every evil
that we are subject to while in the
flesh

the lord haslias told us in our day
throughamli the mouth of his cervantservant
josephjosepn that a man connot be
saved in ignorance this one item
itself is very important for us to
continually bear in mind for it is
calculated to stimulate ui to seek

knowledge and wisdom
thatthit edmecome of god which will ena-
bleb I1 e uiu i under all circumstances to
decide between right and wrong
and eventually lead us back to his
presence and having attained to
a portion of that knowledge that
weare seeking after wowe are doubt-
less willing to live according to it
and practice it in our lives iforfor
everything that is right and pleas
inen the sight of god is not like-
ly to produce an evil on the con-
trary its natural fruit is good by
doing right by carrying out the
will of god we injure nobody bibul
on ihotho other hand wowe are then in a
condition to bless and benefit oth-
ers wo have already demonstrat-
ed this fact we all know that the
boremore narynearly we live to the lord

butlerbetter we feelyfeelsfeel and the greater
the degree of happiness that exists
in durour midst and we exert an influ-
ence torfor good wherever wwea go I1
have known people whose religious
belief has jedled them to imagine that
salvsalvationtionilon was not to be obtained
short of what we term the spirit
worlywory but we have learleanlearnedlearnelneInel that
the principles of righteousness pro-
duce happiness in this world as
well aaas in the world to come

so far aaa the religioustouslous world is
concerned it seems to be perfectly
understood by all classes and all
denominations that it makes but
little difference what mode of wor-
ship is chosen or adopted so that
the individuals themselves are suitsult
edthe idea as to whether the service
they aim to render him beibe accep-
table and approved of him or not
does not beeseeseembeem to worthybe of their
consideration in fact it is never
questioned

there were many creeds existing
when the savior was upon the
earth having for tilothe foundation of
their faith the old testament
since his day many have had and
do have an existence and the say-
ing of the saviors is just as applica-
ble todayto day as when he spoke it
straight is the gate and narrow is

the way which unto life
and few there be that find it je-
sus told it precisely as it is and he
knew whereof he spoke the chris-
tian world as a whole will find

when they get through with this
lifelire that this aswellas wellweil as many other
sayings and teachings of the savior
iaIs full of significance and theytheY
will find out tooftoo that it is true a
truth that cannot be changed or
done away it is not everybody
that will findtind the gate neither will
the creeds of men nor the notions
efof men enable them to find it
god himself has a voice in the mamatt
ter he has provided the way it is
according to his appointment
which is no more nor less than the
plan devdevisedused and foreordainedforeordained in the
heavens and before the foundations
of the earth this gospel plan can-
not bebb chanchanged or altered it is the

narrow way and the by
which man can serve god accepta-
bly if therefore it be according
to the plan that men in order to
become bearers of his message
should first themselves obey certain
unoUnc requirements and
then be commissioned of him be-
fore they could be authorized to
preach his word and will to their
fellow men and thereby become
virtually his servants such require-
mentsmen ts must bee complied wiilwill
never do for individuals who dis-
regard these requirements and who
aroarearearo wholly unauthorized of him to
go forth and act as ministers sent of
god to declaredeclara the way of ilfelife to
the children of men neither
would it answer for persons to ac-
cept the doctrines of these men
howeverever popular and acceptable to
man they may babe for god with
whom all of us have to do will not
countenance them the service
we render him must be done ac-
cording to his will if done in some
other way he will not approve of
it thetha ordinances pertaining to
hisbis holy temples must bobe perform-
ed only as he has directed and in
the place that hebe has commanded
unless the lord reveals otherwise
this is consistent with reason if
we for instance employ people to
serve us we wantvyant to dictate their
labors and we want them to do
just as we wish them and notnob as
they may desiredesira to do and how
much more so with our heavenly
father if our services be not ac-
ceptablecep table to god we are not serving
him then whose servants are we
saysbays the savior he
not with me leattereth abroad
andana heha 0
is against memejo and the apostle
paul says know ye not mat to
whom ye yield yourselves servants
to obey hishix servants ye are to
whom ye obey whether of sin un-
to death or of obedience unto right-
eousness There foremyelmy brethren
let us duly consider the importance
of this fearing the herEerservicesvices we do

not be of unto
righteousness and consequently
lostloat unto us and prove to be in op-
positionpoipoltion to the will of our heavenly
father weive must conform our will
unto hishia will the savior himself
did thisthi and he sought to do no
more nor no less and if we serve
him acceptably it must be as he is
pleased to direct not as we might
please unless to anda sulaulacha
reanea us to do

when we understand filethe true
position we occupy as the children
of god and not 0f this world we
shall find that we a pecu-
liar position

we have to learn something and
we have to learn through the prop-
er channel what the lord requiresairsa
of us and when we have I1learnede and
this we must be ready and willing
to comply with it whatever it may
be and if the world did but know
it this is the mission given unto
uaus to earth that we might
learn in this earthly school things
we could not learn elsewhere and
in order that we may learn correct-
ly we must be willing to be taught
by thosathose who are competent to
teach and we must accept and
study the lessons provided forfonforusua

nearly half a century ago when
the lord first commenced to reveal
the principles of salvation to us his
children he began to tell us what
was coming upon the earth he
predicted the overthrow of the
kingdoms of this world and he
commissioned and sent forth his
servants to bear testimony of his
second coming and reign on the
earth he told us of earthquakes
of famine and pestilence and of
other judgments that must eventu-
ally overtake the wicked in their
unrighteousnessunrighteousness and that was said
at a time when the world waswag cry-
ing peace but people are as blind
concerning the fulfillmentfulfilment of proph-
ecy in these days as they were an-
ciently when the savior baidsaid of
them they seeing see not and
hearingbearing they hear not neither do
they understandiland 1 emlisuch has beon

the condition of all generations
notwithstanding the revelations
given to them have been plain and
positive and many have been ful-
filled and many are being fulfilled
As itjt was with the overthrow of
the jews BOso will it be in these last
days thothe lord will fulfillfulfil URhis word
and he will fulfillfulfil all that he hashag
said concerning his coming wheth-
er we are prepared or not he willwiil
overturn the kingdoms of this
world aridfid will establish his king-
dom and the world of mankind
cannot prevent it it is for astous to
prepare oureouriourselveselves for the dispensa-
tion af0 f his provideneesdences by doing
right not by thinking so or guess
ing so or may be so but by know-
ing what is right we have the op-
portunityportunity to learn what right is
and what is required of us and we
have the power to do it and if we
do notpot do it surelyburely we bhailshall be
found wanting in
will be like unto the foolish bigins
whose lamps had gone out and
who when the time camedame for them
to appear ready totd go forth to meet
the bridegroom whom they were
waiting for found they bad no oil
in their lamps and while they
were seeking to renew their stock
the bridegroom came and they were
too late to bitet him there are
a great many pertaining to
us latter day saints that should
occupy cur serious attention it ieis
an easy matter to make mistanusstants
unless we are veyvery careful audabd it
we do make mistakes we will find
ourselves moremoio or lesaless injuredared and
astray from the right path and de-
void of that portion of the holy
spirit that we otherotherwisewisewite mj0 ahten
joy

so far as ththisis world is concerned I1

some people look upon it as a hor-
rid world a world lull of pain sor-
row and suffering I1 do not regard
it asus such I1 consider it a blessed
world a glorious world which af-
fords us very many privileges
what utherother place is there bcbesidessides
this world where we can obtain re-
missionin of adm that ordinordinanceanoe
belongs to this lifelire and this world
and to no other and a great many
things pertaining to this world we
can do here but which we cannot
do after we pass behind the vail
tfif we a tend to the duties of this
life in the and season thereof

l incing undone anany thing which
we are able to do all do wert
with us hereafter but if we failfall in
thothe performance of our duties herehero
we certainly shall regret and per
haps mourn our negligence when
we behall have passed away and be-
sides we shall then have to depend
uponothersothera to do things in our be
hallwhich we might have done our-
selves let us improve our oppor-
tunitiestunities here and appreciate them
aaas fully as we ought to they are
great andaud gloriousgiorious anilankiand if we do
not make a good use of them we
will certainly be sorry when we
passpas away and what makes it more
serious is that we do not know
when if ever we shall cease to be
sorry this probation ists short and
when we shailshall have donodont every-
thing in our power to do usinggourour
very best exertions to fulfillfulfil every
obligation and duty wewo shall
no more than be prepared the
more we learn and understand per-
taining to the things of god the
more sensible we will become of
the importance cf being careful
and determined on our part never
to yield to the spirit of indifference
or be guilty of committing any act
that is wrong we should be as-
tonishedtonitonshedlabed if a mesmeEmessenger from the
eternal world could be influenced
to commit an act of folly or wrong
As saintssainta of god we ought to be
that firm and have that deterdetermi-
nation

mlI1
in connection with our

knowledge that we could notinot be
moved by any influence or power
to do a wrong however trivial
what is at stake in rerezardregardard to this
matter everything so far
exaltation is concerned thisthia is
something tha twe should think of
and bear in mind in all our associa-
tions and situations in ilfelife being
careful and cautious that wedwedowod nonot
produce an evil that will live longer
than wowe do seeingboeing that we ararz all
the time subject to temptationtemptations and
consequently to do wrong we
ought totd be determined in our own
heartheartsnevernovernever to allow any wrong
that we maymy do to live longer than
we do let us see that no evil how

place in our heartsheart
but rather cultivate the good fruit
in all of our associations in this
life feeling thankful that we have
the privilege of laboring for the
carsocauso of right and truth and of
developing thesa principles within
us

wovo itra calledcallea 4 now to huidhuld

temples I1 can sayeay with great
pleasure that BOso far as my knowl-
edge extends among the latter
daylay saints that they as a whole
areake willing to perform this jabjaborlaboror
we have through the goodness
and mercy of god learned that
temples are for an important ubeuse
andanti that without them we cannot
in our present condition receive
certain blessings necessary to our
salvation and exaltation in the
kingdom of god why so be-
cause the lord has ordaordainedinid thatthai
those blessings shall be administer-
ed in such places and which if not
performed usas he has directed they
are without efreceeffect these are things
that wowe understand because the
lord has enlightened us through
his holy spirit it has been a com-
mon saying in tho world that the
latter day saintssainta were led blindly

the prophet joseph after his
death it waswaa ealdsald they were the
dupes of the prophet brigham
and nowinow it may be said that we
yield blind obedience to president
taylor butbat as latter day saints
we understand that it is every
mans privilege and every womanscomans
privilege to know for themselves
that these men were and still are
servants of the living god and
that it is therefore god who leads
and directs them and if any be-
longing to this church are not sat-
isfied on this point it is because
they are not living up to their priv-
ileges and to all such if therehere be
any I1 would say it iaIs time you
were obtaining this knowledge it
is time that every man and woman
claiming membership in the church
andikingdom of god were enabled
to rise up and bear testimony to the
world ifit necessary that they do
know that god basset his hand to
buildupbuild up his kingkingdomdolndoin and that it
hashay been established in the earth in
our day and that we have been
permitted to receive it when we
can bear this testimony it will not
be 1I guess so or amaymay bebeoso j

aj

but it will be verily thus saith
the lord

I1 can kayeay now as I1 have often
saidsalti before you and before the world
that I1 know for myself that godgoc
has established his kingdom on the
earth in these days and that he re-
quires obedience to the lawsjaws of his
kkingdom and not only re
g buhbut ly to
wwillinglyillingly and gladly submit to liflilhis
wwillwiililliii re
quireq nothing of us only thaithal which
will be for our good and 1that too
which we must perform in older
for us to purifypurity ourselves and
prepare ourEourselveselves to enter into
the celestial kingdom well
one may say but the world do notno
believe it I1 know the world did
not believe noahnoab when he preach-
ed unto them for the space of
tearatearscarbcars that if they did not receive 1

Xliblis testimony the lord would
sendfend a flood of water upon them
and entirely ciecledestroystroy them the
world did not believe jesus the sonsop
of nodod when hohe told them the fu-
ture of jerusalem I1 know too that
so far asarttie lavatory informs us the
world never has received the testi-
monies of the servants of god
neither do they believe now what
is being preached to them bahlsby his
servants but for all thattie lord
hasahasuhabhas alwaysways fulifalifulfilleded hibhis word and by
it the righteous havehavoa been savedand
the disobedient clefcletdestroyedroyed and we
know that he bring to jasspass
all that has beeh spoken by the
mouths of his mrter Wbwhetherether
the world bellebeliebelleveaubelievebellevevoakdr liotnot and as
the people of god ahogho haverave been
simplemindedsimple minded enough to receive
the messmessageaga he nashas entsenteat unto ti
we have the knowi-
ngs

know-
ing that while vickewickednessanessduess and
abomination and all who delight
therein willlilliiill bo swept away from
the eaith accoraccordingdirig to the decree
of the aitAlI his saints with
their children to increase
and multiply and spread abroad
andhud ultimately fill the whole earth
let uus cultivate within us the
knowledge of god by living ac-
cording to the light we have re-
ceived audaad let us everevor appreciate
the privileges that this world af-
fords us of learning rood and evil
and of being able to distinguish be-
tween that which is right and that
which is wrong weve have the
power if faithful to overovenovercomeconaeconle evilevi
audand opposition audand all thothehe powers
of darkness andaud of sanctifyingsanctify ing ouour-
selves before the lord through hisbis
truth and of preparing ourselves
while on this earth to be worthy to
inherit his glorious presence in the
world to come

that this may bobe our happy lot
is my prayerinorin the name of jesua

empelymmEmymm
DEATH OFor JOHN WHITMER

testimonyto the book of mormon

the follofollowingwing letter contains sev-
eral items prove interest-
ing to the latter day faints wowe
publish it without knowing any-
thing personally of the incidents
related by the vrwriteriteniter the testi-
mony of john whitmer however
is prefixed to the book of mormon
in connection lithwithkith that of the
other witnesses and remains
Imimpeachedd andand unimpeachable

OVID CITY idahoidalio
july 31 1878

editors deseret mewsnews
I1 received todayto day a letter hnormhornom

miss sarah whitmer at far west
missouri in which sheehe informs me
about the death of her father john
Whitwhitmermerymers esq one of thotha eight
witnesses to the plates from which
the book is translated
she writes

1I seat myself to a painful task
thishis morning to inform you of the

death of my dear father who de-
parted earthlineearth life the lith layday of
this month july fatFutfathereatherhelydheild digdisd
ensleease was congestion of the luigs
heart and fi hohe died veryvuryver y
easy I1 have the grbac concouconsolation
in knowing that 11he was prepared
to meet his god

he asked only afewfew days before
his death when I1 thought you
would come he always felt so
vveryery anxious only to seebee you
again

1I visited richmond directdirectlyiv
after the tormbormstorm and it waiwas nasaoaj
looking sight to behold uncle
david david whitmer one of the
three witnesses has about reco-
vered from his injuries and is out
once more on the street

sjsa far from sarah Whitmers
letter I1 visited this last one of theieight I1inn april this year
at hisbis fine rehreeresidenceidenie at far west
on johnsjohna farm is located the foun-
dation of far west Temp leand the
cornerscornerstonetonetono 1is4

S laid of gray andfandrsand
stone A short distance fromirom jahn
Whitmers residence we disdiediscovercoverr
the house in which the prophet t
joseph smith dwelt with hibbis fami-
ly and in the adjoining county is
thetae beautiful vaileyvalley adam ondi

ahmanhman john whitmer received
dieasas a1l dear father would receive a
sonion lindand unweansweredred readily all my
quelquestionsionelone I1 eald I1 am aware that
your name is affixed to the testi-
mony in the book of mormon that
you saw the plate

ilehe it is so and that testimony
is true

I1 tilddid you handle the plates
wwithy1111 yourour bandhbandt

he 1 did aoisot
I1 thenthell they were a material

substance juljui
he yes as material as anyZiny thing

can be
I1 they were heavy to lifthyesHhe yebyen and aaas you know gold

isIsaa heavy metal they wereverb very
heavy

I1 how big were the leaves
he so far as I1 recollect 8 by 6

or 7 inches
I1 were the leaves thick
he yes justsonjust BO thick thattbt char-

acters could be engraven on both
sides I1

I1

I1 how were the leaves joined
togethertoge

he in three bingsrings each onone 1in
the shape of a jd1 with thetoe straightt
line towards the centre I1

I1 in what place did yousouS du see tbthee
plates

he in joseph smiths house he
had them thele

I1 did you see themmom covered
with a cloth

kle- no he handed them un-
covered into ouiour hands and we
turnturnededthethe leaves sufficient to sat-
isfyiffv us

I1 were you all eight witnesses
present at the samosame time

he no at that time joseph
showed the plates to lma we were
four persons present in the room
and at another time he showed them
to four persons more

solinjohn Whitmer was about
of dgege he told mebae that heAh ouId
not liveilvo and see the conlingcoming of
christ nor the restrestorationoratio n of zion
in jackson county mo that jos-
eph smith gave hiehimhim once the fol-
lowing blessiblessingnj

thou shall live to good omoli age
and shall walk over the ashes of
all thy enemies then you shall
sleep with your fathers and meet
the Lordord when he cometh in the
clouda

1


