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the malevolent character of the pys.
poses which inspire then.. That
organizations have jbut little if auy
regard for the right, so long as they
can attain any vbiect of which they gre
in pursuit is being constantly demoy.
strated. Numerous violent, bloody
and destructive outbreaks in which
they have been the leading factors are
matters of recent history.

Who is able to see a solution to the
labor tjuestion, or a diminution of the
growing discountent of the masses,whe
are only beginning to feel the terrible
power they are capable of using ingy
organized capacity? There is apparent.
ly no terminal point to the extension of

ty in Idaho, but, as if to add insult to
injury, by an appeal to their anti-
“Mormon?" prejudices, they call upon
them for assistance to perpetuate the
democratic disaster. heir want |
them to join hands n the
political crusade against the Late
ter-dng Saints, that they may never
more beée in a position to vote with
the Demoeracy.

The fact thatithe republicans are
rlnfyinp; the anti-**Mormon’’ card sole-
y for their own political advantage is
established beyond question. They
rake the democratic administration
for having removed the corrupt and
venal Morgan from the Chief Justice-

~ To sustain a person like Mr, McKay
in a usarpation of authority, by giving
him punitive power, when his office
is merely that of a committing magis-
trate, captures the woman who de-
clines to testify against her husband at
an early stage of the proceedings.
Should she yield to the inflictions—in
the shape of pains and penalties
which he exultlnﬁly places upon
her—the District Judge is released
from what must be, to & man having
a spark of humanity in his soul, & very
repulsive part of the judicial pro-
gramme, If ghe still declines to ad-
here to her womanly instincts, (Eauted
there by nature and nature’s d, the

erroneous, If we were going to amend
this portion of the ANlar's remarks we
would say: The truth is, that the
“*Mormons’ hold out no tempting in-
ducements in the way of homes and
comforts to make converts; buat, on
the contrary, they offer the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Cnrist, with tne assur-
ance that all who embrace it must ex-
pect to be “*hated of all men”’ for His
sake; to have their “‘names  cast
out as evil;"” to be ‘‘betrayed
both by parents and brethren,
and kinsiolk,and friends;” *‘that some
of them shall be put to death,’’and that
“‘all vhat will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.”
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WORKING TO A PROGRAMME.

PrROBABLY in no partof the world are
more judicial somersaults turned,
Utopian precedents established or in-
congruities exhibited in courts of pre-
sumed justice than of latein Utah. One
of thechief causes of this is doubtless
the following, in a certain line of
causes, of a jurisprudence programme,
to which every other consideration
must bend, The Nrkws has already
pointed out the fallucy of one 0 Chief

Justice Zane’s excentric departures
froin the ordunary rut in which the car
of justice has been wont . to run. We
refer to his decision upon the power of
4 Commissioner  of the bdupreme
Court to punish for comtempt. His
Honor saw fit to rule in favor
of the affirmative of this point.
We  have reason to  believe
that if that were really his honest in-
terpretation of the legal status of a U,
S. Commissioner, - he- enjoys a con-
spicuous solitude in that ¢pinion.

The instance - which called forth
Judge Zane's ruling is not the first cc-
casion conaected with which the same
question; was considered. Until re-
cently, however, the matter was esti-
mated to be so clearly in the other
direction from that which has been de-
cided by his honor that a judicial de-
cision was not sought upon the point.
It never entered into the minds of the
interested parties that a ruling to give
a wider scope to the power of a Com-
missioner could be obtained.

At the time Mr. Charles E. Pearson,
of Davis County, occupied the posi-
tion of United States Commissioner he
had to consider a land case. Some of
the witnes=es declined to testify, and
it was his opinion that they should be
compelled to do so, by some legal
method. He made application.to Sum-
ner Howard — at that time United
States District Attorney for h—for
inforpation as to his authority in the
oremises. Mr. Howard’s response was
in writing, and was, in substance, that
the Commissioner had not the power
of final judgment in any watter, and
therefore could not punish. He had
tteﬂlnn uutthnrity to fine or commit for con-

pt.

Alwer the removal of Sumner How-
ard Mr. Pearson submitted the same
matter to his  successor, Philip
T. Van Zile. The latter's explanation
was similar to that given by Mr,
Howard, and was coupled with in-
structions as to procedure in case of
the refusal of a witness to testify.
The Commissioper was told to take
the matter before the District Judge or
Supreme Ccurt Justice, precisely as is
done in similar cases by toe Grand
Jury, explain the facts to the Court,
coupled with his own opinion in the
matter. It would then be a subject
for the District Judge to deal with, the
refusing witness being in contempt of
his Court, if that offense.existed.

This isin exact harmouny with the
understood theory thata Commissioner
is an 'arm of the . Court, and,
in matters. of contempt, is in
the same relation te it as the grand
jury, to which no person can be held
as in that condition. The contempt
must be committed and dealt with by
the court of which they are auxiliars.

But to limit the power of U.S. Com-
missioner McKay to ordinary legal
bounds would not 8o well serve the fﬂ-
terest of the anti=**Mormon’’ raxd. It
is not many men who would be not
only willing but ambitious to send
innocent women—occasionally with
their babies—to prison for seeking to
shield those who are alleged to be their
husbands, especially when it is con-
sidered that there is not even & ¢harge
of crime agamnst these delicave
victims. Wiile Judge Zane has dems=
onstrated his capacity  for that
kindof modern Spanish inguisitionul
work, we will do him the justice to ex-

ress a belief that it is notv vo his taste,

ere it not for his being committed to
the anti-**Mormon’ programune, it is
doubtful whether he would engage in
it. If this idea be correct, & man like
Mr. McKay mustbe of great value in
the present inhuman crusade against
the **Mormons,”” whose disintegration
is sought. No consideration must be
d to the amount er intensity of suf-

ering imposed upon innocent people |

in the consummation of the objects of
the conspiracy. The meaner and more
contempiible work should be done by
those o whom i is most agreeable.

And of all others Commissioper Me- |

Kay appears the most admirably adapt
ed by nature and instinct, if
education, for the part of the grq-
im,
be no part of the

ramme which has been assigned
oubtless it would

anti-**Mormon'' plan to release him

from it because a legal barrier stood in

the way. Such oDstaclés in thepres-

ent onsleught upon the “*Mormons”
are ‘““trifies light as air.”

second crucial test, after having gone
through the sufferings entailed by the
first, has become more potent than it
would have been has the torture be-
gun at the point to which it was
simply removed. This is upon
the same theory that was Tre-
duced to practice in the Spanish
Inquisition, When a victim declined
to confess when subjected to the tor-
ture of the thumbscrews, resort was
had to the ankle-crushers. If he still
maintained silence, he was considered
a fit subject for the rack, by which he
was slowly unjointed. W’hile, in com-
parison with that of those darker
days, the modus operandi resorted to
now is more refined, the principle of
gradation is the same. And had Father
McKay lived while the Spanish
institution was in  full blast,
and he been in the appropriate
locality, he would, in al! prob-
ability have beenappointed to superin-
tend the application of the thumb-
sgrew torture machine. And there
is no reason to doubt that—in view of
his modern feats of initiatory punish-
ment—he would have been quite 2
success in the matter of saving his
superiors from the necessity of operat-
ing the more advanced appliances for
the production of human agony.

It is not every man of whom it can
be correctly said that he is good for
anything that can be clearly defined.
Buat it would be better to be good for
nothing than to be singled out as titted
forsomethingsthatare goingonagainst
the Latter-day Saints. Whether such
is the case with Mr. McKay, each is
left to be his own judge.
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NO “MORMONS” IN IT.

Tuis issue contains additional detalls
in relation to the Rock Springs massa-
cre. As the particulars come to light
the horror of the affair is intensified.
There are a number of Latter-day
Saints employed in the mines at the
scene of the tragedy. It is a relief to
learn that none of them took any part
in the murderous work. Information
conveyed by a correspondent with

thanks for

whom we are personally acquainted
and whose reliability we know to be
beyond question, places that matter
outside the domain of doubt. His
statements on that point are also con-
firmed by information from  other
sources, indicating that a report was
started that an attack upon the **Mor-

mons”’ was intended. Had they
been mixed wup with the anti-
Chinese attack  suchr a rTuwmor

would have been absard on its face.
Although the statement proved to be
unfounded it was proper {for the
brethren to anticipate any emergency
within the range of possibility bypre-
paring to defend their families for
whose protection they would doubtless
have fought to the death had it been
necessary. We do not believe that
any attack upon them was ever con=
templated.
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THE IDAHO POLITICAL POT.

ELSEWHERE in this issue will be found
a preamble and resolutions recently
adopted by the Republican Territorial
Central committee of Idaho., It will
be seen that that party flaunted,
through its manipulators, about the
only political poi®t now operated by
republicans in some of the Territories.
‘T'he anti-**Mormon”’ flag was unfurled
to the breeze, and under it they pro-
pose to successfully fight the demo-
crats, who manifest a -confiding sim-

plicity toward their political uﬂpunents
that is quite refreshing. these
tactics, feeling confident that the
democrats are too timid to dislodge
them from their anti-**Mormon’ iu-
trenchments, they propose to hold
their grasp wupon political power in
Idaho. |

The *‘cheek” of the republicans, ex-
hibited by the mahner in which they
manipulated this ruse, is only equalled
b¥ the combined simplicity and apathy
of the members of the other party. The
former throw a stick of taffy to tie
latter in giving the democrats . credit
for valuable aid in enabling the repub- |
lican party to attain its present
strength, The assistance was ren-
dered by the destruction of the lever by
which the democrats have heretofore
beetg kept in power—the *‘*Mormon”
vote,
The Republican Central Committee
ought to have gone a trifle further in
damning the demoecrats with faint

praise. They should have capped the
i pp

by tendering them a vote of

accomp g their owa
defeat. _
But a step as andacious as that has

been taken, tor the not
only express ﬂm to

democrats fﬂrm of their

par- !

ship simply because he was a republi-
can. Yetso far as giving the vantage
ground to the republicans, Mor-
gan’s successor, in sustiaining the
test oath law,  has taken
as strong and inexcusable an
anti-**Mormon” stand as he did,
showing that the burst of indignpation
wus simply because of a slight loss, by
the change, of Republican official
ground in Idaho.

The clap-trap about the maintenance
of “‘free institutions’’ is too transpar-
ent to mislead. Democratic principles
and Idaho politics have taken a tempo-
rary if not permanent farewell of each
other. The rights of fifteen thousand
people under the Constitution have
been ruthlessly torn from their grasp
and liberty hes bleeding in the dast.
It is the result to a large extent of the
rapacity of one political party and the
obtuseness and imbecility of another.

A

A POINT ON LEGISLATIVE
POWER.

Tae discusaion of the question which
brought forth the decision of Chief
Justice Hays, of Idaho, sustaining the
constitutionality of the test oath, in-
corporated some unique features.

The point was raised while a trial
jury was being empanelled, and the
issue was forced when a *“*Mormon”’
was presented for examination as to
eligibility.

Proscuting Attorney Hamptouv put
the test oath questions to a juror. The
answer to the interrogation as to
whether he was a biganist or a poly-

gamist was in the negative. But that
48 to his being & member of the **‘Mor-
mon’ Church was aflirmatively re-
plied to, The discussion upon the
constitutionality of the test oath law
then ensued, ex-Chief Justice Morgan
and *‘Kentucky’” Smith arguing in
favor of its constitutionality. It isre-
lated as heilﬁf somewhat amusing to
hear Judge Morgan sustaining, with all
the resources of sophistry at his com-
mand, his own former official de=-
cisions. But it was left for the in-
genious Mr. Smith to reach the summit
of absurdity. He held that in passing
the test oath law the Legislature was
not providing a punitive process. That
body was merely depriving a certain
class of people of a privilege, but not
of . a right. The law-makers, ne
claimed, had that power 1n their hands
and could exercise it if the people
failed to bring themselves, into har-
mony with the Legislature, :
The counsel on the other side of the
question replied to the effect that if
the positionof Mr. Smith be correct,
and the Legislature had such a power
as deflued by him, it was a rule that
could work both ways. For instance,
if it applied to [daho italso applied to
Utah, In the latter Territory, the
Legislature was cumposed almost en-
tirely of **Mormons.” According to
Mr. Smith’s logic, that body would
have the right to pass an act incorpor-
ating a test oath, by which it could

not onl require the citizen,
hefore allowing him the privi-
lege of voting, to swear that

he is not a bigamist, polygamist, etc.,
but that he does belong to an organ-
ation that wcaches and practices
polygamy, et¢. This would be merely
denylng a certain class of the people a
privilege because they failed te come
Into harmony with the Legislature.
Mr. “*Kentucky’' Smith promptly re-
plied that the Utah Legislature would
undoubtedly have that right, and such
an act would be constitutional., He re-
marked that it would no doubt arouse
a violent opposing public opinion, but
Its constitutionality was quite clear.
Chief Justice Hays appeared to think
;;Ltlh Mr. Smith and decided accord-
¥
How do the Utah *‘Liberals’ like
that kind of doctrine? They greatly
admire it in its application to the
““Mormons,’’ but they wouldn’t grasp
after it with avidity if,at operated the
other way.

L — — -

THE INDUCEMENTS OF ‘‘MOR-
MONISM.” |

TraE Providence (R. I.) Morning Star
SAYyS:

““The mobbing of Mormon mission-
aries in London may put a stop to
their proselyting, but it will not check
the growth of Mormonism. The truth
is, that the Mormons hold out too
many and too tempting inducements in
the way of homes and comiorts not to
make converts among people who have
nothisg but want and suffering to look
forward to in their present abodes.” |

The Star's conclusion that the
growth of ‘*Mormonism’’ is not ﬁng
n-

to be checked by the mobbing 1n
don is quite cqrrect, but the reasons
assigned for such a belief are altogether

The sole icducement which converts
to “*Mormonism”’ have offered to them,
80 far from being sueh as the Star de-
scribes, is salvation hereafter; and
those who are sincerely seeking that,
are not likely to be daunted by any
amount of persecution. In fact, when
they are ‘‘persecuted for right-
eousness’ sake” and not for any
wrong-doing of theirs, it is a
proof to them of the fulfiiment
of diyine predictions and that they are
the peopile of God, and they accord-
ilﬁé’y”“rejmue" and are ‘‘exceeding
glad,

Like a great many others who have
observed fthe marvelous growth of
“Mormonism in the tace of the mob-
bings and persecutions and prosecu-
tions to which its adherents have been
subjected, the »dSlar writer imagines

that some material and worldly
inducements must be held out
to those who embrace its

doctrines, but the proof to the con-
trary is easily obtained. The Saints
are as mmuch perrsecuted at home as
abroad, and this fact is not hiuden un-
der a bushel, but generally Known,
People are aware ot this before they
join the ranks of the Saints, and they
do not come here expecting peace and
comfort.

Nor have the *‘‘Mormons’ anything
to gain by inducing people to coiue here
for gany other purpose than .that
which we have named; quite the re-
verse; for were people to come from
any other motive they weuld be sure to
meet with disappointment and chagrin
and join the ranks of the enemies ol
the daints, who are already toe au-
| merous in thix region. If the Star pos-
sessed any light at all upon this sub-
ject, as it should do to assume L0 en-
lighten the public, it would not be
guilty of making such palpably false
assertions, but seek for some other
than the flimsy reason which it assigns
tor the growth of the **Mormons.”

— gy —_— ———
WANTS A REST.

A FEw days ago an editerial article
appeared in the NEekws, commenting
upon the jrecent massacre at Rock
Springs. The tragedy was used by us
for the purpose of pointing a moral if
not adorning a tale. Pointed predic-
tioas made by Joseph Smith in relation
to a reign of blood and lawlessness that
would overtake this nation if it per-
sisted in wickedness, rejected the mes-
sage of the Gospel revealed by the
Almighty in this generation and op-
pressed and prosecuted the BSjgints,

were named in the same connection,
The Wyoming incident was, in the
News article, mentioned as showing
the character of coming troubles.
These comments disturbed the equa-

imity of a writer in a local evening
cotemporary, Wwho impatiently ex-
claimed, *Give us a rest!”’

The petulant scribe evidently imag-
ines himself somebody, and that there
should be a uni?era‘ acknowledg-
ment of his concentrated wisdom by
other people sinking their individu-
ality and speaking from his standpoint
instead of their own.

If that be the species of ‘‘rest’’ he
demands he will, so far as the NEws
is concerned, never attain to a condi-
tion of imperturbability. The same
paper now alluded to was, a short
time since, clamorous for the Govern-
ment not to relax 1ts raid upon the
Saints, because such a breathing spell
would be attributed to the interfer-
ence of God in their behalf, and it was
necessary that that kind ot faith should
be crushed out of them.

It appears to hate the very idea of
Deity, and the bare mention of divine
Providence a})peura to throw it into a
condition of unrest. The NEws
has its standpoint from which
it views matters and things,
and it will continue to maintain it,
no matter how much discomfort it may
cause the ungodly. Our cotemporary
has its unspiritual and earthy standard
and it can occupy the seat of the
mocker and ¢xhibit petulance at other
people’s opinions, yet the News will

s

‘Inot call tor it to turnish “*a rest,’’ the

Bea.de of this journal being undisturbed
y such narrow and intelerant mani-
festations,

But, a few words more about the
tendency of the nation to organized
lawlessness—it is a constant theme ot
intelligent journalists, It is reviewed
with apprehension by all peaceably in-
clined, thoughtful people. It is not
necessary to dwell upon the conten-
tious attitude of labor toward capital
and vice versa, nor to do more than
make the bare statement that secret
urfsuizatiﬂns among each class to en-
able it to take every possible advantage
of the other, are rapidly
creasing, until they form a net-work,
covering the entire country. Neither
is it necessary to go beyond the bare
assertion that secret combinations
more sinister still are swelling in pro-
portions and becoming intensified in

these combinations, which are aside
from organized government. They
are established under the pretext of
providing protection for classes liahl
to be the victims of others, but it has
already been demonstrated that they
are the most dangerous elements that
could possibly threaten the whole
social structure, and are liable to he
trausformed into engines of oppres.
sion, producing lawlessness and gﬁaoq.
shed., They are capable of becomings
devastating and uncontrollable whirl-
wind, Efrendm desolation on every
hand. If they k2ep on increasing iy
number and influence it may be con.
cluded with safety that it will not beg
great while before the government
of the Nation would, 1in the
event of a great labor crisis
be utterly powerless to maintain pesc,

Lord Beaconstleld with his wonder
fal farsightedness foresaw the horribl
climax of the phenomenal develop
ments threatening the social structun
of the whole world, pecualiar to thes
times. He spoke of the seeret organ-
izations that were forming and growing
in bulk and influence, as a power tha
was surely sapping the foundations of
existing order, and would sooner or
later become so formidable that mo

overnment, however great, would flnd

ts resources sufficiently potential to
cope with it. Many thinkers are look-
ing forward with foreboding to a simi-
lar consummation. |

How can intelligent Latter-day |
Saints look upon the situation and |
prospects from any other point of
view than that assumed by the News!
They hold that God has spoken from
heaven in this genemtian, and offered
to establish a better and purer con-
dition in this nation and all others.
The consequence of a rejection of the
message and the oppression of those
who have accepted it, were to be, i
course of time, followad by just such
{organizations as are now threatening

the very existence of soclety, and ult.

mately a carnival of blood and carp
aye, the “*wicked slaying the wicked,”
until the, remnant that shounld
be left would be willing to
accept of a government defined by
intel/igence received from the source
of Lignt. :

The Gospel has been spurned, its ad-
vocates slain, and its adherents mob-
bed and persecuted, being driven from

il_lar to post. And now, toward them

s inaugurated a lawless crusade; ez
gasi facto statutes n‘]guinst. L ufure

een formulated an enactedﬁ s of
attainder are aimed at them, thecrush-
ing process being employed by thegoy-
ernment. Its credited agents ealorce

these  alleged laws, which are
in direct wviolation of the Con-
stitution, with a ferocions

cruelty that is disgraceful. Where the
law is defective rulings are made %
cover the ground, so as to allow no
person who comes under the ban of the
crusade to escape. Men of principle
and purity of character are sent to
prison, while the moral leper is allowed
to sta,K abroad unmolested. The
courts of Utah are, so far as their at-
titude toward the ‘“Mormon”’ people is
concerned, but little better than ju-
dicial mobs, for they are constituted
and operated to convict., And while
this spectacle of merciless oppression
18 presented the nation rubs ﬁ;s hands
in glee and urges on, with exultant
shouts, the political “dogs of war.”
Then, when the elements that threat-
en destruction are rapidly increasing
and the signs of the times denote
coming day of disaster as surely as the
sun dial denotes the spproach of noot
Wh&’aﬂhﬂuld not the NEws assume tha!
a of retrisution is advancing
and t for lawiessness applied law
lessness will be given? y should
not the hand of God be recognized it
all this. Whether our cotemporary bt
willing to aamit that Deity ?ms any-
Jthiﬂﬁ 40 do with the affain
of His creation and creatures o
not, the facts of the situatiof
cannot be truthfully controverted. li
can attribute it to anything it choosey
and s0 will we, but its writer aks
with that pemfance which would jnd:
cate that he some  ide
that it is possible that *‘Mormor
ism™ is correct after all. Anyway tit
NEws will not give him *‘a rest™ inth
matter of acknowledging the handol
e o0 Rt S8 i e
sald in his heart, ther
is mo God”’ is nothing to us. '

| e . —
THE ROCK SPRINGS TRAGEDY.

THE excitement over the blood-card-
ling massacre and attendant out-
rages that occurred a few days ago 8t
Rock Springs has pretty much died
out. It has been commented upod
very generally by the newspapers of
the country, which, as a rule, have
advocated a thorough 1nvestigation of
the affair and that the murderers be
brought to justice, but it is noticeable
that many of them express grave
doubts in regard to such!a consum-




