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ae authoritative in all its requirements.
This ia a_codification made by Rabhi
Joseph Karo in the sixteenth century
of the lawe and ceretonies ex-
popunded by the rahbis of the Talmud
and handed down by tradition. It is
oonsidered as binding as the Mosalc
law,

According to the figures of the 1890
census there are in the United States
and Territories, of the Orthodox faith,
816 congregations, with a membership
of 69,697, 8trange to say, Utah, Wyo-
ming, Idaho, Nevadas, New MexXico
and Arizona are not represented in
this liat.

Under the Reformeyd faith are in-
cluded ail congregatiofis which Jdo not
recognize ae absolute the authority of
the Schulchan Aruch. Ibn some cases
theldeparture is slight, as with wor-
ahipping with the hat off, the fningling
of the sexes in the synagogue or tem-
Ple, and the introduction of the orgsn
and female cholr. Of this sect there
are in the States and Territories 217
congregations, with a membership of
72,899. Utab is represented in the list
with one congregation and 100 prem-
hers. New Mexico is also credited
with one congregatiou, but Arizona,
Nevada and Wyoming are not repre-
sented. There are Jews in those
blaces, either Reformed or Orthodox,
put it must be presumed they are not
organized for worehip, inasmuch a8 no
mention Is made of them In the census
reportsa. '

bhe fizst company of Jews in this
couniry came from Brazll in 1654.
The firet aynagogue was erected in
Broad street, New York, It is probahle
that Jewish worship existed hefore the
erection of this building. Ten males
above tbe age of thirteen can form a
copgregation, and it is possible that
worship was pricticed secretly. The
Jews were denled the right to worship
in public by the authorities of New
Amsgterddm in 1685. No bliec wor-
shlp waa then toierated which did not
include betlef in the divinity of Christ.

The Jews of America have no re-
liglous head. Each congregation is 8
home rule organization, responsible
only to its own members, Efforts are
being made among the orthodox to
elect & chlef Rabbi, but they do not
seem Lo be satisfactory.

It may seem strange that the aggre-
gate of Jewish congregations in the
United States orly number 533, with
130,496 communicants. It should be
undérstood thaiin this relation only
the heads of families are counted, A
membor of a family rarely becomes a
cburch member untll he agquire a
household of his own.

“THE SAINTS” AND NATURAL GAS

Tug Chicago Tribune has an edi-
torial paragraph on the discovery of
natural gas pear *the shore of Salt
Lnke,” and after describing its volume
and probable effects, usks: “Will the
Balnts accept thie a8 another testimony

in favor of their ¢lulm to be the chosen
people of God?
The Baints belivve that all who sc-

cept the truths which God has revealed
and practice them =0 as to heig har-
mony with Him, become His ‘‘cWozen

people.”* They
special ciaim themselves,

do not make auy
a8 Indi-

viduale, to be <‘chosen,” but do claim

that the Church of whish they
are members i8 - His Church,
set up and estahlished by

His authority. 7Their being ‘‘chosen”
depends upon their faithful and con-
tinued obedience to His laws and re-
cepis.

They accept the diacovery of
every element, force, material, prin-
ciple and influence which is for
the benefii of mankind, as ‘‘additional
testimony?? of the goodness and wisdom
of the Great Creater. And if it is
brought forth or developed in the
land to which they bave bLeen led hy
Hig providence, they accept of it as
another ‘‘testimony*’ added to the
many they bave receitved, that he ip.
tended tagive them opportunities to
become a greal people, from whom
nothing that is for the good of human-
ity shall long be withheld.

They give God the glory for every-
thing good that is discovered, no mat-
ter who may be the means of its
discovery. If itis what is called an
“invention”’ they attribute its develop-
ment to intelligence that comes from
Him, . no matter who may be the
recipient. If it is an ubpcevering of
wealth, whether it be in the mineral
kingdom or elsewhere, they give praise
to Him for it rather than man. They
think that all light, atl truth, all good-
ness, ail creation, all unfoldments and
productionus of things materlal, intel-
fectunl or spiritual, are from God the
Eternal Father of the race, and will be
con verted by him, ip good time, to the
use and benefit and elevation of His
chosen people; that ia, those who honor
Hiin by obedience tv His laws and
precepts, .

Natural gas i one of thore material
thinga that can be utitized for the
benefit of Saints as well ae sinners, so
they accept its bringing forth as *‘an-
other testimony?’ that Utah i8a goodly
land, and that their leaders were in-
spired of God in voming here and pet-
tling in the chambersof the mountaine,
88 the place where those who wish to
serve Him may enjoy every blessing
designed for mortals by the Eternal
and Infinite Creator. Will that do for
an answer?

THE “GOOD GRAY POET” AT REST.

WaALT WHITMAN, he who haa been
known as the “good gray poet,”’passed
quietly away, on SBaturday evening
Jast at hie home in Camden, New
Jersey. His was a checkered career,
and his life had in it mu¢h that is
suggestive of a story Inlitermay
Bohemia. He was born in Hunting-
den, Long island, May 31, 1819, At
an early age he began writing verses,
or a8 be styied them, ‘‘sentimental
bits,** which were puhlished in the
Brooklyn Patriot. e was engaged
teaching school until 1839, when he
started a little newepaper in his native
town, doitig sll the printing, writing

and delivery himgelf. e Boon
tired of this, 8and next_ went
to New York where he Jed

a purely Bohemian life for several
years. He turped up in New Orleans
1o 1847, but in 1848 and in 1849 was en-
gaged ae editor of the Brooklyn Eagple,
A position which be always spoke of
with eatisfaption, He ther returned to

New Orleans, and traveled extensively
in the midgdle States and Canada. By
some mesns he also learned the car-
penter trade, and when not engaged
writing poetry occupied himself build«
ing trame houses. At the opening of
the war he drifted to Washington
where he became a nurse in tbe mlii-
tary bospitals. At the close of the war
be obtained a position a8 government
clerk which be held until 1874.

#® His firet work was a little volume of
poems entitied *Leaves of Grass,” [t
wag extravagantly praised by Ralph
Waldo Emerson and this led to Whit-
man’s notorlety at home. In England
Bwinburne, Buchapan, Rosetti wnd
otherds spoke (avorably of the work,
while in Boeton it was suppressed as
indecent, He was not very well re-
celved In New England, coneequently
Gotham and its environs were his fa-
vorite resorts. Here be consorted with
well-known Bohemians, and was a
prominent character at Plaff®s restaur.
ant on Breadway, the headquarters of
the New Yotk (raternlty.

A vriticonce said of him: “He is a
peculiarity, Hels the conundrum of
the lterary world—a myaterious, com-
plex, brilliant man. A decidedly ep-
igmatical combination of original con-
ceptions and pedantic expressions,”?
Regording his rank as a poet opinions
vary. Bome critice claim that he g
not entitied to the name, while others
place him smong the most eminent of
the lyric fraternity. Of his good, kind
beart, and gentle, innocent, childlike
manner, all speak alike enthusiasti-
cally, and his death will be uuiver-
sally regretted,

A FAIR “JUDGMENT."

WE asbould not notice any more the
contention about-*‘Kentucky’’ Bmith’s
speeches, before Congressinvnal com.,
mittees, hut for the Tridune’s repewed
references to the DesERer NEws in

connectlon with the subject. That
%per prints & communication from its

ashington correspondent, which it
commends to the NEws and says we
will “be able to judge whether My,
Annin’s dispatches were doctored ig
the Fribune oftice.??

Carrect, 8o far; we are ahle to judge,
we have judged, and have concluded
that they were, or the corfespondent
bas told & few more falsehoods. Qur
reasong are these: The correspondent
states;

“To bim (Smith) I said, as I did to all
the statehood detegation, that I was here
to report facts, leaving editorial com-
mants 1o my paper, whieh as they know
was Dot supporting their position,"

But further on, 30 an attempt toex-
pPlain ' the conversatlon reported
by M:. C. C. Richards and Mr, Smith,
in  which they #stated that the
correspondent said to Mr. Bmith, ‘‘He
would have; to roast him, that his
paper Jdid not want the truth and he
was golng Lo lie about him like the
devil,”” he now eays:

"I snid to bim: Your speech was n
corker but I'm going to roast youn.”?

And further he says he told the dele-
gation be was ‘““against them.”” Now
if all he was to do was to ‘‘report
facte,”’ why was he going to ‘“roast?’
Kentucky Bmith in simply reporting
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