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amid all these circumatances He has
cver boen near anto us to hear and to
answer our prayers, and to impart
knowledge, and glve unto us light,
certainty, strength, and every gift
necefsary Lo enable ns lo endure

patiently the difficulties nnd the trials |

and afflictlons that wo had to con-
tend with,

This has been the blessing which has
rested down upon ns. It has beona
great and a peculiar blessing. 1t is
worth more to us than all the riches of
the world. It is worth more to ns
than all worldly honor, and than all
the popularity that man can have or
give. Who is there that loves eternal
truth, that 1oves God, that desires
oternal salvation In the Kingdom of
God, who wonld not give everything
that he pussesses on tha oarth, or that
he ean conmtrol, in order to have tho
blessings that God has so bountifnlly
bestowed upon His people? Men have
died for less truth than we have. Men
bave madc Immensc sacriflees for
principles mot so wvaluable, mot so
haaveonly, mot so Godlike, as those
which we have in sneh profusion.
They have felt as though they would
givo everything they had inthe world,
and even sacrifice life itzelf, if thay
conld have ohe communication from
the etornal worlds, or one heavenly
mossenger descond and communicate
to them the will of God, or have the
Holy Ghost, with itz gifts and bless-
ings and graces, (escend npon them.
Mcn have prayed and entrested God
to give unto them the Prieathood and
the authority to admintster nnto their
fellow.-mon, and thoy have made
bonndless sacrifioes to obtain this au:

othority. Allnsion was made to Luther
yesterday., What would Luther have
given, with the spirit that he pos-
sossed and the deeire that he had to
reform the people, if he eould have
had the suthority from God to admin-
ister in those holy ordinances which
are necessary to salvation? As It was,
he dared the whole world, it may be
safd. He took his llfe in his hands,
and was willing to die even for the
modicum of truth that he possessed.
But how much stronger he wonld have
felt, and how much more willing he
would bavo been to have made these
sacriflees, could he have had the bless-
ings that God bas placed within ovr
reach!

In apeaking in this strain I do not
do it to foster your vanity or to make
you think for one moment that you
are better than other men and women.
But In the providonce of God, in the
carrying out of Hls great purposes, it
was not His will that the Priesthood
should be commnnicated uutil these
last days. It was withheld for reasons
that were sufficiont in tho mind of
Omnipotence. The earth had been
drenched with the blood of Apostles
and Prophets and righteous men. An
exterminating war had been waged

|agninst, them, nntil every man who
held the Priesthood had either been
driven from the fhce of the earth or
from association with mankind., and
the Priesthood was taken back to God
until the timme shonld come when it
shonld again be cominunicated. But
these men and women who in ages
past have so earnestly desired to re-
ceivo the truth will not lose their re-
ward. They will reccive, in the tim
of the Lord, all the blessings thoy
soitwrht for. They will have the min-
istration- of the everlasting Priest-
hood; they will raceive that Pricat-
hood; they will raceive the ordinances
of the Gospol; they will receive the
salvation which they sought for. For
God's work is net confined to this
earthly state of existence; it extends
throughont eternity. Itis from oter-
nity to cternity. And no sonor daugh-
ter of God wll! ever be lost, excepting
the sons of perdition. God will fecl
after them. Tho prayerswhich honest
people have oftered “in sincerity will
be treasured np, and, in the good time
of the Lord, onr nncestors, who died
without these blessings, will raeceive
them in their fnlness and in the plen!-
tude of their power.

But to us who have been born-in
this gencration, angd who have behald
this glorious day, these blessings are
given. Woare chosen, as it wera, to
be the saviors of men, to be the saviors
of our ancestors, and the saviors of a
world thut is perishing in ain; not for
any morit of ours that we know any-
thing abont, bat because of the grace
of God and of His ineffabio kindness
and mercy that He hus shown unto us,
and that He is still willing to extend
anto ua.

These baelng the cirenmstances that
surround us, what a people we shonld
be! How onr hearts should swell with
thanksgiving and gratitude to our God
for that which He has done for us)
Men, as I have said, have died for
these principlea. The Apestle Paul
says they wandered in sheepskins and
in goatakina, dwelling In caves and in
dons of tha earth. They were beliead-
ed; they were sawn asunder; ihey
ware dostroyed in various ways: their
llves were hnnted, and they perished.
Yat they clung to the truth, preferring
o be bohended, proferring to be sawn
asunder, preferring to dwell in caves
and in dens of the carth, proferring to
be clothed in sheepskina and goat-
skins, and to be hated of all mens
than to deny tho great truth which
God had ravealed nnto them,

How is it with us? Contrast‘our
circumstances with the eircumstances
of those to whom I rafer. We ars
dressed in broadeloth and clad in the
finest of clothing, tho Indies especiaily.
We have everything necessary for our
comfort and convenlence; houres thit
are alegant in thelr exteriors and in
their furnishings; tables st with all
the bounties of the earth: fruit, voge-
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tables and meats, bntter, milk and
honey—nll in abundance. Thoese aré
the blessings that the Latter-da¥
8aints cnjoy, together with money iD
their pockots or at their command.
No hardships such as I have described;
persecution but very little, comparad*
tively; no sawing asunder; no behead:
ing; no having to run to caves and
dwell there with our wives and ohil-
dren; but enjoying ail thess blensing®
which God in His wonderful kindness
has bestowed uponns. And He asks
ns to give onto Him our hearts. He
asks us not to worship these earthly
things. Ha says to us, “Seek firstthe
kingdom of God and its righteousness:
and all other things shazil be added
anto you. He says, “I want your
hearts, I want your affections; I want
your dovotions; I want you to obey¥
Mo.” These are the requests whiol
our great Creator and bencficent
Father makes of us. The great que®
| tion before ns today 18, will we d@
this? Will we give unto the Lord, who
has been so wonderfully kind to U
that which belongs to Him—tbe obed!”
cice which a ebild owes to his earthly
father, and much more to his Eternd!
Father, his Creator, the Author of hi8
being, the fountain of his blessingh
the sonrce of. hia strength sad of bi®
lifa? ,
Brethren and sisters, in view of all
that God bas done for us, how ottf
hearts should swell with thanksgivit'é
and pralse! He has rewarded us ®
thousand-fold for all that we bave
done. Did an Eldor ever go on a mis
sign, withont purse and serip, without
recpiving his reward? What does D@
say whon he comes back? *I nﬂf'"r
spent smgh a happy time in my lif®:
My heart was fillad with joy such 83
nevor hud The peace and power?
God were with me: The gifts of
rested upon me. The Holy Ghost W#*
my companion And though I ha
difficuities to contend with, I nev®’
was so bappy as T was on that mi¥
sion.” :

He received his rewsard as ha we?
along. God was with him. AﬂK"oI;
were aronnd him, The Spirit of
‘burned in his heart. Is mot thist 9
{estimony of all you Elders toddy
Certainly it is. I speak that whie X
know when I make this satmome“l
When these Elders coms back f"m;r
their missions, they settle among thuﬂ
| brethren and ro-commenco their 18
in the various oocupatlons in whi®”
they may be engaged. What then I'Dﬂ.
lows? You go throughont our set!
ments and strive to find who "rcbs
men who have gone on miﬁsiol:g;
They may have been gone for Yo% 0
with very short intervals; but you ev‘
deavor to find them ont by tholr P
erty, {f youcan. Findont what it
tinetion oxists botween them and tbjr
brathren who have not been o0 "Ly'
sions, and what is the rosunlt? wax_
so [ar' as your observation wonl
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