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amid all these circumstances he has
ever been near unto us to bear and to
answer our prayers and to impart
knowledge and give unto us light
certainty strength and every gift
necessary to enable usns to endure
patiently the difficulties and the trials
and afflictions that we had to con-
tend with

this has been the blessing whwhichich has
rested down upon us it has been a
great and a peculiar blessing it is
worth more to us than all the riches of
the world it Is worth more to us
than all worldly honor and than all
the popularity that man can have or
give who is there that loves eternal
truth that loves god that desires
eternal salvation in the kingdom of
god who would not give everything
that he possesses on the earth or that
he can control in order to have the
blessings that god has so bountifully
bestowed upon his people men have
died for less truth than we have men
have made immense sacrifices for
principles not so valuable not so
heavenly not so godlike as those
which we have in suchouch profusion
they have felt as though they would
give everything they had in the world
and even sacrifice life itself if they
could have one communication from
the eternal worlds or one heavenly
messenger descend and communicate
to them the will of god or have the
holy ghost with its gifts and bless-
ings and graces descend upon them
men have prayed and entreated god
to give unto them the priesthood and
the authority to administer unto their
fellow men and they have made
boundless sacrifices to obtain this aua
dhoritythority allusion was made to luther
yesterday what would luther have
given with the spirit that he pos-
sessed and the desire that he had to
reform the people if he could have
had the authority from god to admin-
ister in those holy ordinances which
are necessary to salvation As it was
he dared the whole world it may be
said he took his life in his hands
and was willing to die even for the
modicum of truth that he possessed
but how much stronger he would have
felt and how much more willing he
would have been to have made these
sacrifices could he have had the bless-
ings that god has placed within our
reach t

in speaking in this strain I1 do not
do it to foster your vanity or to make
youyon think for one moment that youyon
are better than other men undand women
butbot in the providence of god in the
carrying out of his great purposes it
was not his will that the priesthood
should be communicated until these
last days it was withheld for reasons
that were sufficient in the mind of
omnipotence the earth had been
drenched with the blood of apostles
and prophets and righteous men an
exterminating war had been waged

against them until every man who
held the priesthood had either been
driven from the face of the earth or
from association with mankind and
the priesthood was taken back to god
until the time should come when it
should again be communicated but
these men and women who in ages
past have so earnestly desired to re-
ceive the truth will not lose their rre-
ward they will receive in the taztime
of the lord all the blessings they
sought for they will have the min-
istration of the everlasting priest-
hood they will receive that priest-
hood they will receive the ordinances
of the gospel they will receive the
salvation which they sought for for
gods work is notnet confined to this
earthly state of existence it extends
throughout eternity it is from eter-
nity to eternity and no son or daugh-
terberofof god will ever be lost excepting
the sons of perdition god will feel
after them the prayers which honest
people have offerofferedInedn
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sincerity will
be treasured up and in the good time
of the lord our ancestors who died
without these blessings will receive
them in their falness and in the pleni-
tude of their power

but to us who have been born in
this generation and who have beheld
this glorious day these blessings are
given we are chosen as it were to
be the saviors of men to be the saviors
of our anegancestors and the saviors of a
world that is perishing in sin not for
any merit of ours that we know any-
thing about but because of the grace
of god and of his ineffable kindness
and mercy that he has shown unto us
and that he is still willing to extend
unto us

these being the circumstances that
surround us what a people we should
betbel how our hearts should swell with
thanksgiving and gratitude to our god
for that which he has done for usius
men as I1 have said have died for
these principles the apostle paul
says they wandered in sheepskinssheep skins and
in goatskinsgoatskins dwelling in caves and in
donsdens of the earth they were behead
efted they were sawn asunder they
were destroyed in various ways their
lives were hunted and they perished
yet they clung to the truth preferring
to be headedbeheadedbe preferring to be sawn
asunder preferring to dwell in caves
and in dens of the earth preferring to
be clothed in sheepskinssheepskins and goat
skins and to be hated of all mentmen
than to deny the great truth which
god had revealed unto them

how is it with us Con
circumstances with the circumstances
of those to whom I1 refer we are
dressed in broadcloth and clad in the
finest of clothing thithe ladies especially
we have everything necessary for our
comfort and convenience houses ehstth t
are elegant in their exteriorsesteriora and in
their furnishings tables set with all
the bounties of the earth fruit vege

tables and meats butter milk and
honey all in abundance these are

the blessings that the latter day
saints enjoy together with money to10

their pockets or at their command
no hardships such as I1 have described
persecution but very little comcompardpars
dively no sawing asunder no behead-
ing no having to run to caves and
dwell there with our wives and chil
dren but enjoying all these blesblessingsivo i
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which god in his wonderful kindne
has bestowed upon us and he asks
us to give unto him our hearts 1110S
asks us not to worship these earearthly
things he says to us seek first the A
kingdom of god and its righteousness J
and all other things shall be added r

unto you 12 he says 1I want youryott
hearts I1 want your affections I1 want 12

your devotions I1 want you to obey
me these are the requests
our great creator and beneficent
father makes of us the great auwque
tion before us today is will we ddo Vj
this will we give unto the lord who
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has been so wonderfully kind to tt
that which belongs to him the oboobedi r
enceefte which a child owes to his earthlyeartlily
father and much more to his etaw
father his creator the author of b
being the fountain of his blessingblessI
thebhe source of his strength and of w

life

brethren and sisters in view of ss

that god has done for us how out i
hearts should swell with thanksgiving
and praise he has rewarded us a

thousand fold for all that we hsbaa
done did an eldereider ever go on a vor
sion without purse and scrip without
receiving hihiss reward what ddoesoes ba

say when he comes back 16 I1ginevnev
spent such a happy time in my 6

my heart was filled with joy such 00

never had the peace and power a

god were with me the gifts of
rested upon me the holy ghost 00w

my companion and though I1 af
difficulties to contend with 1I 1100nalnfl

was so happy as I1 was on that low
sion 11

he received his reward as he WOOwa

along god wwasas with him jilwere around him the spirit of aad0 r
burned in hhisis heheartart I1Is9 I1not this the J
testimony of all you elders towto S 1

certainly it is I1 speak that
know when I1 make this etasta texoJU

when these elders come back w
their missions they settle aimongamong tw
brethren and recommencecommencere their
in the various occupations fc 3

they may be engaged what s
lows you go throughout our sowae

ments and strive to find who aretare
men who have gone on
they may have been gone for bev f
with very short intervals but yottYOO

deavor to find them out by their P
dwerty af youyon can find outb abatabai r

unctionnotionti existsexiste between them and tb

brethren who hhaveave not been 0conjtow

andnd what is ththe resulta t
so far as your abseobservationti woi0


