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DISCOURSE

By Presid 'nt Brigham Young, Tabernacle, Nov. 25 1856.

[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.]
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I am very thankful for {he privilege that I
enjoy this morning, with so many of the Latter
Day Saints. I am thankful that we have the
Erivitege of assembling here to worship the

ord in 8o comfortable a building, and in quite
a moderate climate. T am happy for the pri-
vilege of addressing the Saints, and I could
hope, with all my heart, that I may never be
called upon to address any osher class of peo-
ple; still the gospel must be preached to the
wor.d, that the wicked may be left without
excuse, We bave done a great deal of preach-
ing and talking to persons that knew nothin
of the gospel of salvation, and I have occupie

THE DESERET NEWS.

(in the God that you Christians talk about; we
have no confidence in his providence; by
chance we are, and by chance we shall go and

'be no more.” Do you not perceive that their

‘arguments land thém in the vortex of igno-

‘rance and unbelief, of misery and annihilation?
Go.jnto the world and observe those who do

~not possess prindiples that reach into eternity,

‘and that are in eternity, principles by which
they exist and hr which God created all

things, and you will see that those principles
are lost to them, and that, whether they be-
lieve in those principles or not, their- course

-and profession will land them without an exis-
tence, or the possession of the least thing in

_heaven, earth, or hell.

'« These reflections bring to my understanding
the greatest ignorance that can be manifested

by an intelligent people, those in particular

many years in trying to lay before the inhabi- that are now before me, who have had the

tants of the earth the principles of life and
salvation, until, through the providence of
God, I have been called to other duties than to
mingle or associate with these who would not
believe and practice the gospel, Still I should
have been more than satisfied had my duty led
me in a path to associate, more or less, with
unbelievers. for I can say that I would rather
preach to them, would rather associate with
them, would rather take my chance among a
people who bave never {eard the gospel
preached at all, than to live in the midst of
the ungodly. Thé term ungodly conveys an
idea to my mind, perhaps, that it does not to
all present, for it is a fact that a man or wo-
man must know the wavs of God before they
can become ungodly. Persons may be sinners,

- anay be wurighteous, may be wicked, who have

never heard the plan of salvation, who are
even unacquainted with the history of the Son
of Man, or who have heard of the name of the
Savior and, perhaps, the history of his life
while on the earth, but have been taught un-
belief through their tradition and education;
but to be ungodly, in' the strict sense of the
word, they musf measurably understand god-
liness. | _

It is lamentable to any person who under-
stands by the visions of eternity the plan of
salvation, the providences of God to his crea-
tures, to see one who has his mind opened to
see, understand and embrace the principles of
life and salvation in his faith, and who has
the privilege of being adopted into the family
of heaven, of becoming an heir with the Saints
that have formerly lived upon the earth, an
heir with the prophets and with Jesus Christ,
and of being numbered with the children of the
Most High, with a legal administrator to offi-
ciate for the attainment of all these privileges
and to ppen the door of salvation and admit-
tance into the kingdom, neglect so great a
salvation. But for any of this people who
enjoy the privilege of seeking unto the Lord
their God, of being made acquainted with the
ways of life and salvation to procure to them-
selves.an eternal exaltation, who have the pri- |
vilege of preparing themselves to dwell with
Christ in the presence of their Father and their
God, of being joint heirs with Christ and with
all the Roly ones that have lived, to turn from
these holy commandments, to cease or neglect
pertforming every duty made known to them, '
and to let the gay and giddy fancies of this'
life entangle their feelings and draw them from
the priuciples of elernal salvation, is most as-
tonishing to me, or to any person that ever had
the vision of their minds opened.

Every principle of philosophy that is known
upon the face of the earth, every argument and
reason that can be adduced, wounld prove that
such a man or woman was taking a course
destruclive to themselves; that they were
blindfelding themselves by shutting their own
eyes, and, literally speaking, rushing to a
precipice from whose verge they would be
dashed to pieces. It is most astonishing to !
every principle of intellizence that any man’
or woman will close their eyes upon eternal
things after they have been made acqnainted
with them, and let the gay things of this world, '
the lusts of the eye and the lusts of the flesh .
entangle their minds and draw them one hair’s
breadth from the principles of life, |

True there are many in the world who pro-
fess to be what we call infidels, who have no:
knowledge of anything beyond the researches

of their education, who have not the faculty ! not look sirange.

to pry into and understand things beyond what

they can see with their natural eyes, hear with j ledze comes to us, to reform daily.

‘world with a

privilege of the holy gospel and neglected their
~duty, tnrned away from the holy command-
‘ments and ceased to live their religion in every
point; such conduct does manifest the great
weakness, ignorance, foolery and wickedness
that can be produced by intelligences. If you
comprehend my ideas you will agree with me,
for no sensible man or woman can see the sub-
Jecet in any different light. If we are here by
chance, if we happened to slip into this world
from nothing, we shall soon slip ont of this
world to nothing, hence nothing will remain;
consequently weiave nothing to zain, or loose.
But the man of better judgment, of more sound
reasoning, must know that everything that
was, that is, or that will be, ever thi:?g. that
can be in all the eternities in the vast ex-
panse that we behold, must have had a
reator. No prineiple exhibited to the hu-
man family will snggest that a book, a beneh,
a house, a tree, or any growing or manufac-
tured article, can ba produced without a pro-
ducer. All we know, all we see, hear and
understand proves to us that there is no fabric
without a coenstructor,
These reflections lead me to contrast the
| eople like this before me, a
eople endowed with intelligence and a know-
edge of heavenly principles. That is our pro-
fession before the world, and is our confession
to God and angels, to all that have lived on
the earth and that are now on il; and you
will hear the world exclaim, “yon poor *Mor-
mons,” you Latter Day Saints that have left
yvour homes, your honses, your friends, youar
families, your possessions, the place of your
birth and every thing that is near and dear to
you, you say that the visions of your minds
have” been opened, that you have had the
vigions of eternity opened to your understand-
ing so that you do know that there is a God,
that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world;

-so0 that you do know of the principles of life

and salvation proffered to youn; and for these
you have fnrsd{ieu all and gone to the mount-
ains.”?

Of these things the whole world are witneas-
es againt us and for us, wherever the sound of
this gospel has beens and youn can hardly find

'a nook on the earth where the sound of it has

not reached, for it has gone to the uttermost
parts of the earth, and hosts are witnesses of
this. Yet all acknowledge that voun have
something Eulneriur, that yon have light and
intelligence that others do not enjoy; that God

~has opened up the heavens te your minds and
taken away the vail from your understandings.
' And you say that there is a God, that you un-

derstand his character, that he has revealed
himself to you and that you have left all and
cotne o the mountains, and what is the cry
here? Why the people need reforming, there
is necesity for reformation.

“I am thanktual,” says one, “that I found the
spirit of reformation when I came home.”—

' What wonld an angel of the Lord say, if he

came here, or a devil either? 0, shame on
these Latter Day Baints, it is a disgrace to in-
teliigence, to your offices as Elders in Israel,
to your characters, to your names and beings
on the earth, that you have had the visions of
eternity opened to you and many have forsaken
everything that is near and dear to them by
way of preparation for the Celestial kingdom,

tand now ery out the necessity of a reforma-

tion. It is most astonishing.” I will leave
it to every man, woman and child if it does
What! reformaton? Yes,
for in one sense we infend, that is as know-
But

their ears, or comprehend with their natura) |shall the sound go forth that we do not see

understandings;

are really left indeed in the dark, left tuE

yet there are but few that and understand things as we did when in

England, in France, in Germany, in Den-

be in reality what they profess to be. And|mark, in the East Indies, or an where else on

those few have not one particle of

- Iy |
sound reason, not one argument on their side. .

good | on this earth? This seund goes forth, it is echo-

ed by the angels into the ears of our God and

to prove that a licentious, ungedly life is of | Father in eternity, and it is carried on the wines

any advantage to any person on the earth, but
will argue the point, and that strenuously, that
strict morality should be observed among all

of the wind over the earth. that the Latter Day

Saints are digging and toiling, going by sea and
by land, traversing distances of (housands of

intgﬂ_igmmgg, and an honest bearing, Ii.ll-ll]'l-'- 4 miles and circumﬂérihing the earth to be with

right walk and a gentlemanly conversation.
not giving way to vulgarity and foul langnage,
nor doing anything in the dark that they would
not be willing to be seanned in daylight. For
all this they argue strenuously, and yet say
that they know nothing about God and eternity.
We are here, we exist on the earth. I am
sure that I am alive, for I can see others
living, Iam endowed with a certain degree
of intelligence, where did it come from? An
infidel might say, *I do not know.”
did I originate?, *I do not know.” Who was
the maker:and former of all we can gee? %]
do mot know.” Yet those very characters
will argue Lhe neeessity of a moral life, of an
honest upright walk one with the other.

Bat what are their argnments, and what are
their hopes? “Why,” they say, “we are to-
day, to-morrow, perhaps, we shll be no more.
We came into existence, but how we eannot

well, We have no faith, or belief, or confidence

Where |

their brethren, and when they get here they
‘need reforming, Why? Because they have
backslidden.

| You may ask me whether there is a need of
‘reformation. Yesy and if I were fo dictate
you how to reforin I should have to teil the
jold story over again, as I already have hund-
reds of times. First reform as to yonr moral
character, deal, wally, precepts and examples.
Reform first morally, before you get down be-
fore the Lord and plead with him for the vis-
ions of eternity to be opened to your under-
standings, before you ask for the vail to he
taken from your eyes. First reform in your
moral character and conduct one towards an-
other, so that every man and woman will deal
honestly, and walk uprightly with one another,
and extend the arm of charity and benevolence
to each other, as necessily requires. Be moral
and strictly honest in every point, before you
ask God to reform your spirit.

- 1f the people in their present sitnation and
mode of deal in this city, to eay nothing of those
out of the city, all go to work now and have
“meeélings and
reformation, bat sing and pray sbout deing right
without doing it, instead of singing the-nselves
away to ‘everlasting bliss,” they will sing snd
pray themselves into hell, shontiig hallelojuh.
- You cannot be saved by any other principle than
than that of the holy gospel; and il yon live in
the neglect of the performance of the dutirs that
you know are required at your hands, il yvon do
not walk uprightly before God and your brethren,
if you do not deul justly with one another, if yon
do not walk in houesty und soberness with one
~another, your faith is vain and your reformation
Vis vain,  You must repent of your evil deads
cand first of all morally reform yourselves, hefore
you can ask (God for his Spirit 1o reform and en-
lighten your s irits. This is my doctrine and
~philosophy; were it not I would say, It those
who steal, stesl on; and yon that ure in the habit
of swearing, sweusr away; and voa that have
been in the habit of taking advantage of each
other, cheat away; and those who lie, lie away;

and you that trespasg vpon your brother, tres-|
pass away; and so contimue, Christiun like, only

be sure, just as you are going to die, to look out
and not have death cateh you asgleep, thit when
it comes you mny be awake enough just to re-
pent of all your sins and tarn to God, and then
you will be as fit subjects for heaven as powder
would be for a burning dwellivg.  Oor lime k In,
when it is burning to its zenith, would be as fil a
place for a powder house, as is the celestial king-
dom for such characters.

Do you think that I am telling you the trath?

I do uot care on® grout whether you think that

I am telling you the truth, or wot; for when the
day comes that we shall be weighed in the balance,
you will know. I am churged by the whole
world with almost every degree of immoral cou-
duct, with the meost erroneous practices ih

were ever indulged in by auy person on the earth,

and for what? Because | have sueh an influence

over these men who are sitting hére; because you |
I would to God that'

all hearken to your leader.
this was altogether the truth, for I tell vou, in the
name of the Lord, that there would not be a pro-
fessed L+ tter Day Sa'ut in this Territory, bat
whut would live his religion. They think we are

all oue, but when tie Suints gather here they

are far from being one; they huve not yet learned
to be one in Christ, they do nol undersiand the
principle of beiug one in a ehureh eupacity, to
sy nothing about being one ina family cupucity,
or in a neighborhood cupaeity. The people might

have knowu, long ago, what the difficulty is, if’

the inflacnees, temptualions and lusts that nre iy
us nuturally are given way to and we are led
captive al the will of him that rules the world:
that forms the grand difficulty,

Do you waut to know the reason why I speak
of our being so comflortubly sitauted this morn-

ing, in so comfortuble a meeting house? We can'

return home and sit down and warm our fret
before the fire, and ean eat our bread and batter,
ete., but my mind is yonder in the snow, where
those immigraling Saints ure, and my mind has
been with them ever sinee 1 had the report of
their start from Wiuter Quarters (Florenee) on
the 3rd of September. I cannol talk ubout any-
thing, I cannot go out or come in, but whut in
every minute or two minutes my mind reverts to
them; and the questions—wheresbouts are my
brethren and sisters who ure on the |luins, and
whut is their coudition, force themselves upon
me aud annoy my feelinss ull the time. And
were 1 to' answer my own feelings, 1 should do
s0 by undertuking to do what the couference
voted | should not co, that is, 1 should be "with
them vow in the snow, even though it should be
up to the knees, up to the waist, or up 1o the
veck. My miud is there, and my fuith is there;
I have a great many reflectiors about them.
[Huve any of you suffired while coming here?
Yes. How many of you sisters preseut buried
your husbauds, or ycur fathers, or mothers, or
children, on ihe plsins? [How muny of you
brethiren baried vour wives? Havu you sulfered,
and been in peril and trouble? Yes, you hud to
endure anguish and pain . from the effiels of
cholera, toil und wearivess. Do you live your re-
ligion when you get here, after ull the trouble,
afllictions and paius you have passed through to
cone to Zion? and to a pretty Zion! Men and
women start across the plaivs for this place, rnd
are they willing to wade through the snow? Yes.

“To travel through snow storms? Yes. To wude

rivers? Yes. What for? To get to Zien. And
here we are in Zion, and what a Ziou! where it is
necessary for the cry of reformation to go through
‘the land, both a spiritual and temporal reforma-
tion. Ged is more merciful than man can be,
and itis well for us. Aguin, when I consider the
bucksliding of the people and their sins, I will not
usk God to be more merciful and have inore sym-

pathy towarcs e, thus I have for my brethiren
aud sisters.

A good many trams have aireuﬂy gone ont {o
meetl the S.iuts whe ure stroggling to goin this
plece; I eun hardly keep from talking about them

+all the time, for while 1 am presching they wure

upperniost in my mind. The brethren were lib-
ersl last Sunday in tarning out to meet them
with tewms, stll if any more (ecl desirous of go-
ing Lo their assistance, 1 will give them tl e privi-
lege and advise them to take feed, not ounly for
their own animals, but vlso for those of the hreth-
ren who have already gone out, for they will very
likely be short. But I should be more purticularly
thankful if the miuds of this communrity conld
be so impressed aud stirred up, so wukened up,
thut when those poor brethren and sisters who
are now on the plains do arrive they may be able
to say of a trath and in very deed, ‘God be
thanked, we have got to Zion." But fearfulness
and forebodings of disappointment to them are in
my feelings. [low far they may be disappointed,
[ do not know. =

I do not wish to be personal in this. congrega-

call upon God to get the spirit of
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tion, but Jet me say to the authoritics, to the
elders of Israel, the Scveuties, High Priests,
Bishops, or any other gquorum or elass of ofiicers,
il youn will appoint lneetings and have ouly those
present whom we wish to be there, 1 will then
tell you how to commence a reformation. I will
tiere be particulur und personal in my remurks,
il neeessury, and I will tulk to you as severely as
I ulready huve to some of the guorums. Now
then, morally reform.  *In what?  lo every-
thing., Reform your moral eharacter, und be at
least as moral us you would i youn belongid to a
Methodist, Presbyterion, or B ptist Chureh, or to
the Roman Cutholics; be as morul as those clisses
of people, for heaven’s sake. Then there will be
a chunce for you to reform in spirit, and 10 get
the light of eteruity to shine upon your effurts,

Tuere are a greal many things 1o be tangit and
practised. 1 bave frequently thought that I
would rather preach to and baplize new converts
than to Fashion over the old ones, for you can sel-
dom get a good pattern out of them. Some will
be full of seams and checks, and youi never can
make a sound piece ou! of thew. It} hod the
material to work with I wonld rathier make new
ones, than patch up the old ones: bul as we Lave
not the new matenal to work uwpon, we must
pateh up the old ones. Pateh up yourselves—
make your characters comely to each other. |
am net so anxwus about the Spirifs let a nan
walk as pure and boly as the tiods and an_els,
and then see if there will not be the light of eter-
ity an him.  Let a man or woman walk without
spot o1 blemish and the Spirit and power of God
Almighty will be with them all the time, and 1he
avgels of God will be round about them all the
tune, and they will be preserved to do the will of
God preparatory o an eternal exaliation

Do not talk 1o me and tell e that yon are ro
bazkshidden and dark, Lot reformn and get the
light of God within you. Some get up here and
sav, *J will live my religion, I will brethren; O,
pray for me, I willlive my religion, if it cos's me
my life.” Yes, some of the great men in lsrael
talk in that siyle. Sowe of lhe Presidents coine
here andsay, *I will hve my- religion, God being
iy helper, if it takes away my hfe.” When a
man talks about his religion’s costing him his life,
| want to axk that man if he has any common
sense about him.” Have you any true philosophy,
argument, fight, or intelligence in the Jeast de-
gree? 0 yes, we are pinfosophers.” Then a-k
yourselves from whence you derive your lives,
vour means, your property, everylhing von can
enjoy in time and eternity. Do yvou rece.ve them
outside of the gospel of Jesus Christ?  No, von
do nol,  And still a man will get up here and say,
*I will gerve the Lord, if it cost# me my life’ |
will say what I said yesterday, such-a man is a
fool. Sact a man is eondemned, and the wrath of
God 15 upon him.  His eyes are closed, and he is
no more fit for a President of the Seventies. or
any other quorum, than a red hot lime kilnis for
a powder house.. Cut such a man off from the
chiureh, for he has backshdden to ihat degree
that nothing but_death stares him in the face,
wben he looks to God and Christ witha view to
keepinz their law., We wish those rotten
branchies cut from the Chureh, severed from the
trunk of the trecs slash them off and puta lit-
tle wax on where you cut the I mb off, that the
wound may heal over and the tree grow more
thifty. May the Lord bless us.—Ameun,
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"REMARKS

By President Ileber C. Kinball, Tabernacle, Nov. 2, 1856.

' [REPORTED BY GEO. D. WATT.]

You have heard what br. Brigham has suid to
you to-day, aud his woras are as true as any that
were ever spoken by Moses, by the Prophet Jo-
seph Swmith, er by any other mau thut ever lived or
is wow liviug upon the face of this earth.

Were this people living their religion us fa’thfully
as tiey ought to, when a person rose up Lo teach
you the prineiples of life und salvation his mind
would be free, his tongue would be loesed, and
vou would be able to draw frem him those in-
structions best adapted to your feelings and cir-
cumstances.  Duat wt times it is alinost inpossible
for a mun Lo gpeak to this people. It seerned to
br. Grantand me, in the Sucial Huall the other
night, us though every person in that Colgrega -
tiou bad their hearts shut again:1 our words; and
in our congreg itions bere 1 occasionully notice
more or less of the same feeling, This may be
measurably due toa murmuring spirit, which [
win ruther inclined to believe some ol you hive,
and I will t-Il you wherein. Some find fuvlt with
and blume br. Brighum and his Council, becuuse
of the suffuriags they have heard that our breth-
ren are enduring ou the plaivs. A few of them
have died, und you hear some exclaim, *‘what an
awful thing it is! Why is it that the First Presi-
deney ure so auwise in their caleulations? but it
fulls on their shouiders.” Well, the lute arrival of
those oi the plaius cannot be helped now, but let
me tell you, most emphutically, that if ull who
were entrusted with the cure and management of
this year’s inunigration hud done as they were
counsel-d and dictated by the First Presideney of
this church, the sufferings und bardslips tow en-
dared Uy the compianies on tieir way here would
have been uvoided. Why? Because they woald
have left the Missouri river in season, and wnot
have been hindered unlil into September,

There is a spirit of murmuring wnong the peo-
ple, and the fanltis laidupon br. Brigham. For
this reason the heavens ure closed ugainst you, for
he holds the keys of life and salvation upon e
eartii; and you may strive us much us you please,
but not one of you will ever go thwrough te
Elruig‘hi gite iuto ihe kingdulll of God, excepl
those that go throvgh by thai man and his bretiy-
ren, for they will be tiie persous = hese inspection
vou imust pass.  Liell you this | bin trath, and
you may do what you think best v 715 iy,

Three hand-cart co npanies hav ' wrrived in
safety and in good s as»n, und wih much Jess
sickuess and death thau cofimonly oceurin wug-
ou cowpauies. Does it muke a ww sick to labor




