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PRESIDENT TAYLOR IN THE

norehNORTH AMERICAN
REVIEW

under the title of ifecclesiastical
control in utah ththe elVorth amer-

ican preview fortor january which laIs

just outot contains an article from the
pen ol01 president john taylor fol-
lowed by one from governor ell H
murray which is only a repetition

inm briefsbrief of the untruthsuntruths which ap-
peared in hiahis official report already
published and refuted in the
NEWs prisFrispresidentAident taylor was

T by a rtauiauve 0 a ow amiamr
statement of thehe position of the

mormon church in reference to
an number of questions now before
the public but was not informed
that governor murray would also be
called upon for a communication it
should be distinctly understood that
the article by president taylor was
not written or as a reply to
governor Murmurrayraysnays
but the subject matter of the raperpaper
waswaa drawnbriwa out by questions from
the gentleman who solicited it we
here preterit the article as nearly
complete as it is a
rulenula of the beliewreview not to permit the
reproduction of any article from
hette columns entire but permission
is given to make copious extracts
the article thus commences

A report hashan been spread far and
wide through the country that in
utah there exists a combination to
nullify the laws of congress to de-
feat the plain will of that body and
of the executive and also to thwartthwant
the adjudication of the supreme
court of the united states this Is
auan errorwron the simple fact is that
the citizens of utah are contending
toin a peaceable andtind legal manner for
the same rights pilvIprivilegesleges and im-
munitiesmuni ties that are possessed by their
fellow citizens torfor these only and
no moreomore

bomesome time after ththeeEdmundsedmunds bill
became law the commissioners ap
pointed by the president under its
provisions came to this territory
and entered upon the discharge of
their duties with regard to the
nature and scope of those duties the
commissioners gentlemen for whom
we havemuch respect and the vast
majority of the people of utah hold
oppositeopposeto views one of their first
acts was to frame a teattest oath which

every man to take be-
fore he would be permitted to vote
by this coup every citizen in
utah jew Gentgentilelielle and mormon
was franchiseddisfranchiseddis without indict-
ment and sw phout trialtrian a most
summary metmethod0id of robbing a peo-
ple of their rightnight sonebone that we claim
jai entirely opposed to both the letter
andaud the spirit of the great charter
of human rights the constitution of
the united states an instrument
for which be it caldwesaidsald we have the
most profound reverence believing
as we do that those who framed it
were inspired of the almighty

this tuniun constitutional exaction
which gratglatat one fell swoop for thethe

being franchiseddisfranchiseddis a whole
territory amounted to thisthib that a

man must swear that he hadbad never
simultaneously lived with more than
one woman in the marriage rela-
tion those who cohabited with
more than one woman in adultery
or prostitution were not affected by
itsita provisions the roue the liber
tine tho strumpet the brothel
keeperheeper the adulterer and adulteress
could all vote no matter how licen-
tious a man or a woman might be
all were screened and protected by
this law it was not enacted as
has been supposed to punish licen-
tiousness and debauchery but was
aimed expressly against thossthess who
were associated with more than one
woman rininfin the marriage relation
all indeed had their franchise pro

the man who hadbad now
or ever haahad had more than one wife
or the woman who had ever been
the wife of a polygamist be she the
first second or other wife for the
commissioners were buchsuch broad con

that they declared that
no man or woman who had ever
been a member of a family
ing plural marriage should bobe per-
mitted to vote this action waswaa ezex
post jaccofaedo in khetha extreme it pun
fahed men and women without erfaltrial
by robbing them of the franchise for
doing acts which at the time when
they were done were not unlawful

it was at the same time a bill of
attainder the first anti polygamy
law of congress was passed in
and niibil those who had previous to
that time from deep religious con
diction received andanu iulozulo
that order of marriage but had
never broken a law of the united
states by soBO doing for the simple
reason that ther emasewas no such law
were by the commissioners rulings
equally debarred from voting with
hosethose who had married in plurality

subsequent to that date we claim
that this ruling JIBIs eminently unjust
altogether unprecedented and in
violation of the constitution but
at the same time in justice to the
commissioners it must not beba for
gotten that they had a very difficult
andsaadasadsaud delicate task to perform so
much was expected by the coucountry
from them asaa the executors of the
edmundsedmunda lawjaw the passage of which
had been procured by the influence

reeieeteesey d th I1geb
on their arrival sogo diffdifferenterent from
what they anticipated that it wabwali
impossible for them to meet the ex

and at the bame timetima comply with
slasietie requirements of the law As
one of their number expresses it lain
his communication to secretary
teller they 69 stretched the legal
tether to itaits utmost tension yet
on the other hand as honorablehonoraalraOl
men and representatives of the gov-
ernmenternment it waswaa incumbent on them
to comply with the plain provisions
of the law

what thenthenaiddid the polygamistsista
men and their wives do under
these elaccircumstances they volun-
tarily withdrew and left the fran-
chise in the hands of those who were
unmarried or if married hadbad only
one wife governor murray has said
in his report that we were nullifiers
was this nullification what could
we do more the people quietly
peaceably and without ex-
ceptionception bowed to the flatfiat of the
commission in what stronger
manner could they show theirtheinaloyloy-
alty their respect for congress and
their deference to the law than by
this course not only were ththeyey
not nullifiers but they would not
act the part of obstructionobstructionistslats they
actually aided the commission to
execute the law even in th s ex-
treme construction that body put
upon its language and by reason
of this action on their part the elec-
tions that have taken place under
the rule of the commission have
been conducted without hindrance
obstruction confusion or annoy-
ance

the remarkable interpolation in
the commissioners test oath of the
wordsinin the marriage relation 31

which do not appear in the lawslaw has
led to many curious incidents some
of which would be ludicrous if they
were not so humiliating here islaniana
case in point A forraformer mayor of
salt lake city mr feramorzFera litt-le a very honorable gentleman andhighly respected came to this terr-
itory many years ago before there
was any law of congress against
plural marriage and espoused two
wives subsequently one of these
wives died then the other and at
the time that this incident occurred

years without a
wife he had a soneon who was ap-
pointed registrar forafozaforfon a certain dibdis
brict in this city and this son had
the mortification of being com-
pelled under the ruling of the com-
mission to refuse hiahla father bermis

aionblon to register and consequently
deprived him of the light to vote
a privilege which hebe hatihail a perfect
right to exerexerciseclee both because of
the provision in the constitution
that noDO ex post facto law shall
be made and again by reason of
the statute of limitations which
barsbarb all action in any such cases af-
ter the expiration of three years
boonsoon after the refusal of the regis-
trar to place hishib fathers name on
ththee registration list a well known
kkeeperbeeper of a bagnio and her associates
Presentedpresented themselves and the son
hhadad the humiliation of having to
permit them to register these
courtesanscourte sans afterward voted an-
other case A man came to the place
of registration and remarked to the

lahb ua t ua
register asaa he had a wife and also
kept a mistress this man might
be considered a ayeryavery straightforward
fellow to make soGO ready an acknow-
ledgment but I1 fail to beesee anything
Bstraightforward in such a crooked
ttransaction asaa the breaking of the
marriage vows and in maritala IW infi-
delity but the officer knewknow what
was ilithein the oath better than this
man and advised him to read it
he did soBO when he came to the
words gininfin the marriage relation
he immediately saidsald yesyea I1 eee I1
can go that and waswaa at once
sworn and registered

sobo it will be perceivedpercparcelved that under
the official constructionconstructional of the law
the moetmost depraved the vilest of
mankind i can votevoie can use luu
franchise and enjoy the benefits re-
sulting and that this
portion of the united states is actu-
ally threatened with being governed
by such an element and though
we quietly submit for the time be

though some or
absented themselves

from the polls because of the law
yet we are charged with being a
menace to the united states with
being inimical to the constitution
and government simply because
we have undertaken to legitimately
and legally testteat in the courts as we
have the mostmoat perfect right to do
the legalityJeg allty and constitutionality of
the law and the commissioners rul-
ings gouldfouldcould we pursuewonnybunnynvadv ofclrvirI1the9 chwiname oxor ahmenmeuet much ieralesa of freemen
itif weWB permitted these ravegravetave en
croach inenmentsts on our rights without
one effort in their defense
we our own
rights in behalf of the rights of our
children and in behalf of millions
of honorable men in the united
states and of the principles of free-
dom throughout the world for if
radicalradicalismlems imperialism oligarchy
and despotism are to bear rule and
the rights of franchise to be refused
to citizens by the dictum ofcommis
sionersnerg without a hearing without
proof and without trial if test oaths
are to take the place of courts and
legal testimony and oneona princaprinciplepie
of liberty afterarter another nullified if
our constitution our laws and the
fundamental principles of our gov-
ernment are to be trampled under
foot it would shemseem to be high time
that all honorable men should
Standstand up in defense of liberty and
tthehe rights of man it is vain to
talk of the freedom of the negro
while the white man is sought to be
franchiseddisfranchiseddis manacledmana cled and enslav-
ed itif the course we propose isais a
menace to good government what
in the name of common sense would
those who are offended withoutwith our
course have us do

here lehmeietlet me remark that there is
a great deal of misapprehension ex-
isting in the minds of the people
with regard to our marriage institu-
tion none but the very best of our
community the virtuous the hon-
est and upright are permitted to
taketahe more than one wife they
must be recommended as worthy by
their bishopsbishop and by thetho presidentdint
of the stake in which they residewe are of all people the most strict
in our ideas with regard to morality
and virtue if a man who Isii a mem-
ber of our church commit adultery
fornication or bigamy he lajig at once
out off from the communion of the
saints and all fellowship in the
church is withdrawn from him for
we regard those sinssim avaa among the
most abominable of evils the most
heinous next to the shedding of in-
nocent blood there is not todayto day a
more virtuous community in the
world or one where female chastity
ismoreis more highly regarded or more
vigorously protected

the whole history of the mormonscormons
areaxe a

people their early persecutions
aney endured on account of their
peculiar religious views and practic-
es

tio
they came to utah not as aal-

leged to erect allan establishment of
religion contrary to the Cons titu

tionllon and laws but to found a state
where all sects would have equal
rights to worship god according toL

the dictates of the consciences of
their members which right the
latter day saints had been denied
in missouri and illinoisnilniinois whwhen
they came here utah formed a part
of mexico five hundred of their
co religionists were then enlisted in
the service of the united states as
the mormon battalion fighting

things done by the mormon people
after their arrival in what laIs now
utah was to raise the stars and
stripes and establish american in-
stitutions and laws as quickly as88

their isolated position more than a
thousand miles from the western
frontier would permit they next
applied to congress for a state gov-
ernmenternment ever since that time
they have endeavored to attend
peaceably to their own affairs and
keep the laws of the landlandi as re-
quired in the revelations given
through the prophet joseph smith

withstandingnotwithstandingno the repeated radabd
almost unceasing efforts of political
demagogues and sectarian zealotszealous
to stir up malice confu-
sion and disorder it is alleged
by wisilia excellency governor
murray that on a former occaslonoccasion
we were in a statea ta to of rebellion the
charchaTchatleszebZes made by oettcertcertainalnain federal otat
ficialafici als of rebellion and disloyalty
and of burning the united states
court records and the books in the

sending of the army under general
johnston to utah in 1857 were of-
ficiallyfici ally reported to be false by gov-
ernor cumming on hi sanival he
reported

shwe my arrival I1 have boanbeon employed in
examining thathe records of theth supreme and
mulatdistrict courts which I1 am nowdow prepared to
report af being perfect and unimpaired thischis
will doubtless be acceptable information to
those who have entertained aa impression to
thothe contrary

I1 havehive also examined thetho Legilegislatelegislativeve rec-
ords and other booksdooks belonging to the office
of secretary otof statestates which are lain perfect
preservationration
thetha condition otdt thetha largelare and Tavaluablelumbie

territorial library bai alsoaiso COMMOnoomcom mandoddod my
attention and I1 am pleased lain beinbalnor able to
report that mrhin WV CV staines thetho librarian
bashas keplkept tb books andeng lordswordsora la motbotexex

I1 i willwills at an early daydaylwwwtransmitaitaig a catalogcatalogueue of this Ulibrarybrarbran and sched-ulesuieule ot other ppenplowo propertyPertY with certifiedcopies otof the records fogertyFO
k andandaslisjistrice courts the ch tzitzu41

amount ct the public bus inasaloasa last transact
ed in them

thus it appears that the allega-
tions made by judge
and othersothera were untrue and that
the army was sent outoat under false
representations in like manner we
are able to demonstrate that other
charges of supposed weight and mo-
ment urged against the people of
utah are equally false and unsuk

the mostmoal terrible accusa-
tion of any particular crime ever
brought against the leaders of
the church and thetho church
genergenerallyallysailys is participation in the
mountain meadow massacre some
have supposed that the mormon
people never fairly and squarely
met this charge but prevaricatedpre or
evaded itoit there could not be a
greater mistake thothe latter day
saints abhor murder in every form
and thothe church or its leadora had
nothing to do with that terribletertei trag-
edy in an manner whatever we
wish this denialdental to be as emphatic
as possible andaand furthermore the
leader otof the few whites who were
engaged with the indians in that
horrible affair never would havebave
been brought to justice but for the
assistance rendered the united
states officers by president brigham
young and other leaders of the
church while the jury that convic-
ted him waswaa largely composed of
men of our faith no denial can be
worded too strongly to express our
detestation of the shedding of innocent blood and we ther that
all culcuiculpritsprIti worthy of death and we
believe somebome crimes can only be
atonedstoned for by the life of0 the guilty
party should be executed by the
proper civil ofofficerfleer not by any exer-
cise

L

of the lex falionis or the inter-
vention of ecclesiastical authority
with regard to the mountain
meadow massacre the testimony cfa
united states prosecuting attorney
sumner howard hinlhinihimselfseifself no friend
to the mormon people ldis valuable
at the trial of john D leelim toforr
Uel pancy in that crime mr howard
baidtaid

he had beenbeenenengagedgared constantly during
tbthe0 past three months in sifting facts andeverything related to or connected with the
massacremassamasga oneore and that bobe had come there for the
purpose ofc trying john D lee the
evidence to him as the main instiga-
tor and leadersloader and he had given the j ury un-
answerablelewmewerableenable documentary evidence proving
that the authorities of the mormon churchch 1

knewknow nothing of the butchery tilliiii after it
was committed and that lee in his letter to
brigham young a few weeks after hadbad

knowingly misrepresented the actual facts
relative to thetha tnmassacre s beekingseeking to keep hunhim
attilstill in the dark and lain ignorance uebe bmhad

all the assistance any united states official
could ask on earth in any owecase nothing hadhaa
beenkept back and be was determined to
clear the calendar but hebe did not intend to
prosecute any onoone lured to the meadowsat
the time somesoma of whom were only boyshoys and
knew nothing of the vile plan which lee
originated andd carried out for the destruction
of the

there is another point that laIs mis-
understood by the people generally
it laIs with regard to the illegality of
claral marriage many persons sup-
pose that there isia somebome provision in
the united states
touching this subject this is anaa
error the constitution leaves all
matters relating to marriage to be
regulated by the people of the var-
ious states and hence it laIs that safio
many diversified marriage and di-
vorce codescodea exist throughout the
country congress claims the power
to regulate these matters in the terr-
itoriesri we do not admit that this
right belongs to the general gov-
ernmentern ment but claim that in matters
of local concern the territorial legi-
slativeisla tive assemblies are manifestly
the proper parties to act in the
premises it is provided in the
organic act of utah that the legi-
slativeisla tive power of said territory shallbhail
extend to all rightful subjects of
legislation consistent with the con

ution of the united states and
the provisions of this act it laIS
evident according to the spirit and
Venlaseniaseulusenius at0 institutions
that congress should not interfere
with matters in the territories that
in states are left to the states nor

Con laws for a
citory that a state legislature can-
not pass for itsita state butbat of late
congress has frequently oversteppedoverstepped
these bounds and to that extent biresire
the liberties of amerleanamerican citizens
in the territories imperilledimperilled and
abridged congresscongreso without mak
ing grave mistakes cannot legislate
on local subjects for the whole
country As an instance take the
timber sotactsotsacts which may be ita very
valuable enactment for maine or
michigan but is entirely inconsis-
tent with the conditions of the
rockybocky mountain region there it
degenerates into a farco and an an-
noyanceno it habhas been argued in
congress that the bribritishtish nation
considered that jtit hathajha 4 authority to
I1regulate social affairs in its foreign

abs and that tnin the exerciseffof thirthi input an enato thpracticepra atice of the suttee and that be
cause the british did thibthle therefore
it was proper for congress to doaway with the practice of polygamy
do those who argue thusthug ever reflectthat while the suttee brought about
the destruction of lifelifes polygamy
means the propagation and the per-
petuationpetuation of the human speciesspec lesslers
and furthermore did it never korur
to them that while great britain
suppressed the sutteeJ unas not only
tolerated but legislatedlegisla ted to protect in
their institutions upward ofat

of its ta subjects in
india

president taylor here gives a brief
account of the abolition of the mill-us min-us of the territory by the arbitrary
order of governor shaefferBhae nierfier inviolaindiolain viola-
tion of the constitution and men-
tions the efficiency of the militia as
a bulwark against indian raids and
in the service of the general gov-
ernmenternment

complaint laniadois made that in utahan unlawful territorial govern-
ment which for over thirty yearsyearbhas existed in the face of congressCongressgresi
and the country exists totodaytodayday
this is unequivocally false the
governinggovernmentgovernin ent of the territory Is es-
tablished upon laws ea by
the united states congress and atall times subject to repeal bytheby therational legislature Feferenceterenceprobably Is intended to the nomina
tionlion by Govegovernor murray of the
members oftie board of
the universaluniversityUn iveral ty of Dadeseretseret whom he
assumed to appoint under a clause
in the organic act that provided in
the first place for the governor to
appoint certain officers and thelegislative assembly to confirm
them butbat subsequently the terr-itory enacted statutes for the eleoelec
tion of these ontoffeereficere some by tilethevotes of the people indjand some by thejoint vote of the two housesbouses of thelegislative assembly which lawshaving been approved by the vari-ous governors and never having
been disapproved by CongrecongressaBs are inforce todayto day as truly as the rest ofthe laws of the torylory for they
all stand on the bameeams footingso instead of their being an unlaw-ful terniTerriterritorial government it is

whilst the governor
assumes the right to annul our sta-tutes and override and trampleunder foot all of our laws which donot suitbult hisbis convenience or his pur-
poses though somegome of these enact-
menta have been in force almost asaa
long asaa utah has been ita territory


