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PRESIDENT TAYLOR IN THE
«NORTH AMERICAN
REVIEW.”

UxpER the title of ‘‘Eccleslastical
Contrdl in Utab,” the North Amer-
{can Review for January, which s
Jjuat out, contains an article from the
pen of President John Taylor fol.
lowed by one from Governor ENH,
Murray, which is only a repetition,
i brief, of the nntruthe which ap-
peared In his official report already

published and refated in the
NEWSE. President Taylor was
mtive of” (AE"RARADT.S [eErRIEC,

statement of the pesitfon or the
sMorimon®” Church in reference to
a number of questions now before
the public, but was not informed
that Governor Murray would also be
oalled upon for a communication, It
should be distinotly anderstood that
the nrticle by President Taylor was
not written or Intexnded aa a reply to
Gosernor Murray’s mistatements,
bat the subject matter of the paper
was drawn out by gquoestions from
, the gentleman who soliclted it. We
here precent the sriiole as mearly
complete a5 permissable. It is &
rule of the Eeview not to permit the
£ netion of any article from
e columns entire, but permission
in given 10 make coplons extracts.
The m:tiole thoe commences:

A report has been spread far and
wide through the country that in
Utah there exists ‘s comblnsation to
nullify the laws of Congrsss,” tode.
teat the plain willof that body and
of the'Executive, and also to thwart
the adjudleation of the Buprems
Court of the United Btates, This is
an error. The simpis fact is that
the cltizens of Utal,are contending
ma ble and legal manner for
the same rights, privileges, snd im-
munities that are possessed by their
fellow citizens—for these only, and
no more,

Home time after the Edmunds bill
became law, the commissloners sp-
pointed by the President under l%a
proviaiona ceme to -this Territory
and entered upon the discharge of
their duthes. With regard to the
nature and scope of those duties,the
osmmissioners (gentlemen for whom
we have much respect) and the vast
ma}drity of the people of Utah hold
oppoeite views, One of their first
acts was o frame a test cath, whieh
they reqaired every man to take be-
fore he wonld be permitted to vote,
By this coup d’elal every oitizen in
Utah—Jew, Gentile, and Mormon—
was disfranchiged without indict-
ment and fwithout trial; a most
summary method of robbing 8 peo.

ple of their rights,one that we claim
in entirely opposed to both the letter
and the eplrit of the great charfer
of humsn rights, the Constitution of
the United Btater—an instrument
for which, be it said, we have the
most profound reverenoce, believing,
a8 we do that those who framed it
were insplred of the Almighty.

man maet swear that he had never
simultanecusly lived with more than
one woman *in the muarrisge reia-
tion.’”” Those who cohabited with
more than one woman in adultery
or prostitution were not affected by
ite provisiona. The roue, the Itber:
jine, the strumpet, the brothel-
Heeper, the adulterer and adultereas
could all vote; no matter how lcen-
tiona s man or a woman might be,
all were screened zod protected by
this law. It was not enacted; as
has been supposed, io punish licen-
tiousness and debauchery, but was
almed expressly sgain:zt those who
were asaociated with more than one
woman 'in the marriage relation.”
All, indeed, had their franchize pro-
tected except the man who had now
or ever had had more thanone wife,
or the woman who bad ever been
the wife of s polygamist, be she the
first, second or other wife. For the
commisaloners were ruch broad con-
structionista that they declared that
ne man or woman who had ever
been a member of & family practis-
ing plural msrriage should be per-
mitted to vote, This action was ex
post facto In the extreme, It pun-.
ished men and women without trial,
by robbing them of the franchize for
dolag acts which, at the time when
they were done wWere not unlawful.
It was, at the same time, a bill of
aiiainder. The first antl-polygamy
law of Congress was pasged 18634,
and all those who had, previcus to
that tlme, from deep religions con-
viotion, received and entered luto
that order of marriage, but had
never broken a law of the Unijted
Biates by eo doing, for the simple
reagon that there,was no such law,
were, by the commissioners’ rulings,
equally debarred from voting with
thote who had married In plarality
snbsequent to that date. We claim
that this roling 18 eminently anjast,
altogether unprecedented, and Iln
violation of the Constitution. Balt
at the sama time, in justice to the

Edmunds law, the passage of which

GhipaEs. “~TRE$ found " things,

and at the same time comply with
the reguirements of the law, As
one of thelr number expresses it In
his communjecation to Becretary
Teller, they ‘‘stretohed the fegal
tether to its ztmost tension ?” Yet,
on the other hand, as honorable
men and representatives of the Gov-
ernment, it was incumbent on them
to comply with the plain provisions
of the law.

What, then,did the polygamista—
men and Zthelr wives—do under
(heze circumstance:? They volun-
tariiy withdrew, and left the fran-
chise In the hands of those who were
mmarried or, if married, had only
one wife. Governor Murray hae said
in hls report that we were nuli fiers,
Was this nullifioation? What could
we do more? The people gquietly,
pemoeably, and unitedly, without ex-
ceptlon, bowed to the flat of the
commimion. In what stronger
mannet could they show their loy-
slty, their respact for Congress, and
their deference to the law, than by
this course? Not only were they
not nulliflers, but they would not
act the part of obstructionists; they
actually aided the commission to
execute the Jaw, even in th: ex-
treme construction that body put
upon its language, And by reascn
of this action on their part the elec-
tions that have taken place under
the rule of the commission have
been conduoted withont hindrance,
obatruection, confusion, or annoy-
ance.

The remarkable interpolation In
the commissioners’ test oath of the
worde “in the marriage relation,”
which do not appear in the Iaw, has
led to many curlous incidents, some
of whioh wounld be iudicrous if they
were noi 80 humiliating. Here iz a
case in polnt: A former mayor of
Balt Lake City, Mr, Feramorz Lit-
tle, & very honorable gentleman and
highly respected, came to this Ter~
riloty many years ago, before there
wagany law of Congress agsinst

wives. Babsequently, one of these
wives died, then tiie other, and at
the time that this incldent oconrred
be had been for years without =
wife. Hehada son who wasap-
pointed registrar for a3 certain dis.

_This yunconstitotional exastion, | triet in this ¢ and this so
which fat one fe)l swoop’® for the the mortiﬁcntt{c'm of being nml):;d_

time belng disfranchised s whole [ pelled, under the ra

ling of the com-

Terrilory, amounted to this, that a ! mission, to refuse his father permia-

commissioners, it muat not be for-
gotten that they had a very difficult
snd dellcate task tp perform, so
much was expected by the country
from them, as the executors of the

had beenjprocured by the jnfluence

on theft arrival, so different from
what they anticipated, that it wae
Rupossible for them to meet the ex-
orbitant demands of the country

plural marriage, and espoused two |.

sion to register, and comseqguently
deprived him of the1ight to vote—
a privilege which he had & perfeot
right to exercite, both becaute of
the provision in the Conatitation
that Do ex post facto law shall
be made, and sgaln by reason of
the statute of ifimitations, which
bara all action {n any euch cases af-
ter the expiration of three yeara.
Soon after the refusal of the regis-
trar to place his father’s name on
*the registration list, a well known
keeper of a bagnio and her assooiates
presented themselves, and the son
had the humiliation of ,having to
permit them to register. These
courterans afterward voted. An-
other caee; A man came to the pince
of registration, and remarked to the
officer that he supposed he conldnot
register, a8 he had a wife and also
kept a mistress. This man might
be considered a very straightforward
fellow to make gc regdy an &cknow-
ledgment, but I fail to ses anything
stralghtforward in such a ‘orooked
transaction as the breaking of the
marriage vows and In marital infi-
delity. But the officer knew what
was in the oath better than this
man, and advised him’ to read fit,
He did 80, When he came to the.
worde, *in tke marriage relation,”
he Immediately said, #*Yes, Leee. I
can go that,” and was at once
aworn and reglstered.

Bo it will be perceived theat under
the official conatructien of the law
the . most depraved, the vilest of
msankind, can Vote, can use the
franchise and enjoy the benefits re-
gulting therefrom, and that thie
portion of the United Blates s actu-
ally threatened with belng governed
by such an element. And though
we quietly eabmit for the time be-
ing,and though some 10,0000r 12,000
personsjhave absented themselves
from the polis because of the law,
yet we are charged with being s
menace to the United Btates, with
betng inimical to the Constitotion
and Government, simply becansze
we have undertaken to legitimately
and legally test In the courts, 88 we
have the most pertect right to do,
the Jegality and consiitutionalily of
the law and the commissioners’ ral-

- =

one etfort In their defense?

dom throughont the world.
radicaliem,
and despotlem are to bear rule, and
the righte of franchise to be rerused
to oitizens by the dictam of commis-
sioners, without a hearing, withoat
proof and without trink; if test oaths
are to take the place of Courts and
legal testimony, and one principle
of liberty aftér another nullified; ir
our Constitution, our laws, and the
foncamental principles of oar Gov-
ernment are to be trampled under
foot, it would seem to be high time
that all honorable men should
stand up in defense of lberty and
the rights of man. It is vain to
talk of the freedom of the negro
while the white man Is sought to be
disfranchised, mansoled and ensglav-
ed. Ifthe ocourse we propose las
menace $o good government, what
in the name of common sense would
those who are offemded with our
course have us do?

Here let me remark that thereis
a great deal of misapprehensiou ex-
lsting in the minds of the people
with regard to our marriage institu-
tion. None but the vary beet of our
community—the virtuoue, the hon-
est and upright—are permitted to
take more than ovne wife. They
must be recommended as worthy by
their bishop, and by the president
of the ptake in which they reside.

We are of all people the most strict
in opr ideas with regard to morality

and virtue. If 8 man who is 8 mem-
ber of onr church commit adaltery,

fornication, or bigamy, be Is at once
cut off from the communion of the

Baints, and all fellowship in the

Charoh la withdrawn from him; for

we regard those eins as among the

most abominable of evils, the most

heinous next to the shedding of in-

nocent blood. There I8 not to-day a

more virtuous sommunity in the

Iworh:l, or one where female ehastity

vigorously protected.

The whole history of the Mormons
has shown that they are a religious
people. Their esrly persecutions
iney endured on account of thelr
pecaliar religions views and praotic.
o4, They came to Utah not, as al-
leged, to erect an eatablishment of
religion conttary to the Constlin.

I we permitted these grave en-
croachments on our righte without

We do this In behalf of onr own
righta, in behalf of the rights of our
children, and in behalf of milijune
of honorable men in the United
States, and of the principles of free-
Feor if
imperialism, oligarchy

tion and lawe, but to founnd a Btate
where all secta would have equal
rights to worship God sccording to
the dictates of the consciences of
their members, which right the
in Miessouri and INinols. When
they came here, Utan formed a patt
of Mexico, Five hundred of their
co-religionists were then enlisted in
the servioe of the United Btates, as
the %Mormon RBattalion,”’ fighting
the sister republic. One of the first
thinge done by the Mormon people
after their arrival in what & now
Utah, was to ralee the stars and
gtripes and establish American in.
stitutions and laws B8 quickly as
theilr isolated porition—more than a
thousand mtes from the western
frontier—weuld permit; they next
applied to Congresa for a Btate Gov-
ernment. Ever since that time
they have endeavored (o attend
peateably to thelr own affairs, and
keep the Jawe of the land,—as re-
quired In the revelations given
through the prophst Joseph Bmith
—nowithstanding the repeated and
almost unceasing efforts of political
demagogues and sectarian zealots
to stir up hatred, malice, confu-
glon and disorder, It i8 alleged
by His Excellenoy Governor
Murray that on a former occasion
we were in & state of rebellion, The
charges, made by certain Federsal of-
ficials, of rebeilion and disloyalty,
and of burning the United Biates
court records and the books in the
Territorial Library,which led to the

ernor Cumming on his_arrival.
reported:

Instriot Courts, whiol I am now pro
report af belog perrect and unim
wiil dou!

the oGotrary.

I have aiso ezamined the Legislative Ras.
ords and other books belonglog to the
of seoretary of Btate; which nre In perieo
presereation, !

report that Ar, W, C. Biawes, the itbrarian.

pmm } m—mso—ae’ wuipditivn. 1 will, Bt &n e

ings. Could we purege agy, oF tha | ranemit a catalogue of this nm“n'.‘,i:";c‘iﬁ!
= i Ehn-""‘ —— iles of bt pubim perty, with oercifed
name or Men, much less of freemen, | copies of the 1600rds of Lik: b rmo And Diee

trict oourts, exhIbLINE Cho Obmimeis mmn
amount ¢f the pubde buslpass last transsoc-
ed In them."

Thus it appears that the allega-
tions made by Judge.,Drommond
ahd others were untrue, and that
the army was gent ont under faise
representations. In like manner we
are able to demonstrate that other
charges of supposed weight and mo-
ment urged against the people of
Utah are
slantial,
tion of any
brought against the leaders
the Chaorech and the Church
generaily, is participation in the
Moantain Meadow maassacre. Some
have supposed that the Mormon
pecple never fairly and squarely
met this charge, but prevaricated or
evaded it. There could mot be =
greater mistake. The Latter—day
Saints abbor murder In every form,
and the Chuorch or ite leaders had
nothing todo with that terrible trag-
edy in an manner whatever. We
wish this dental to be g emphatio
as posslble. And, furthermore, the

horrible affair never would have
been brooght to Justice but for the
assiatance rendered the United
Btates officers by President Brigham
Young and otber leaders of the
Chnreb; while the Jury that convie-

men of our faith. No derial can be
worded tooetrongly to express our
deteatation of the shedding of inmo-
cent blood; and we hold,further,that
ali eulprits worthy ofdeath—and we
believe some crimes can only be
atoned for by the life of the guilty
party—ehould be executed by the
proper civil oflcer, not by any exer-
cise of the lex talionis or the inter-
vention of ecclesiastical anthority.
With regard to the Mountain
Mendow massacre, the testimony (f
United Biates Prosecuting Attorney
Bomner Howard—himself no friend
to the Mormon people—ias valuable,
At the trial of John D. Lee for par-
ticlpancy in that erime, Mr. Howard

said:

He had been engaged ocoustantly during

tho past threo months in sifiung facts and
s more highly regarded or more|everyibing related to or connected with the

maasiore, and that be had come there for the
purpese of trying John D. Lee, bécause the
evidenca pointed to him as the main inatiga-
tor and Jeader, and he had given the jury un=
BROSweTable dogumentary evidence proviog
that the authorities of the Mormon Church
kuew nothing of the butehery Il after i
was gommitted; and that Les, in his letter to
Erlgham Young, & few weeks after, had
knowlogly misreprésented the aotual fapts
relative t0 the massacre, seeking t0 keep him
stili ip the dark and in igoorance. He bad

Latter-day Saints had been denfed |

sending of the army under General
Johnston to Utah in 1857, were of-
ficia)ly reported to be false by Gg-

e

Slooe my artival I bave been employed In
examining the records of she Supteme and
pared to
palred. This
briess be acceptable information so
those who bave enterialned An lmpression to

offive

The condition 6f the large and valuable
Territorial Library has &lso commandod my
attantions Aod I am pleassed in belng able to

has wept the books And records 1N mOst oX=

ually falee s8nd unsub-
‘'he moat terrlble aocasa-
articalar crime ever
of

leader of the few whites who were
engaged with the Indlans in that

ted him was largely compecsed of

all the assistance any United Btates official

oould ask on earth In &ny case; nothipg had

been kept back, and he was d o

cloar the gajendar; but hedid not lntend #o

prosecute any ope lured t0 the Meadows at

tbe time, some of whom were only boys, and

knew notbing of the vile plag which Lee

and carried out for the destruction

of the emigrante-

There is another point that s mis-

understood by the pecple generallyy
it is with regard to the illegality of

plaral marriage. Many persons sup-
pose that there is soms provision in

the United Biates Constitution

touching this sabject, This is an
error, The Constitution leaves all

matters relating to marriage to be
regulated by the people of the var-~
ious Btates; and hence it 18 that so
many diversified marriage and di-
vorce codes exist throughout the
country. Congress claimes the power
to regulate these matters in the Ter-
ritories. We do not admit that this.
right belongs to the General Gov-
ernment, but claim that in matters
of local concern the Territorial Leg-
islative Arsemblies are manifestly
the proper parties to aot in the
premises. It 1z provided in the
organioc act of Utah *That the Leg-
tslative power of said Territory ehall
extend to all rightful subjects of
legislation consistent with the Con-
stitution of the United Btates and
the provisions of this act.” It is
evident, according to the splrit and
genins of American institutions,
that Congress should not Interfere
with matters in the Territories that
in Biates are left to the Btates; nor
ahounld Cougrees pasa laws for a Ter-
ritory that a Biate Legislature can-
not pass for its Biate. But of Jate
Congress has frequently overstepped
these bounds, and to that extent are
the libertiea of Amerlean citizens
in the Territories Imperilled and
abridged. Congress, wiihout mak-
ing grave mistakes, cannot legislate
on local subjects for the whole
country. As an imstance, take the
Timber act, which may be a very
valoable enactment for Malne or
Michigan, but ia entirely inconsts-
tent with the conditions of the
Rocky Mounntain region; there it
degenerates into a farce and an an-
noyance. It has been argoed in
Congress that the British nation
considered that it ha @ anthority to
regulate social affairs in Ita foreign
possessions, and that in the exercise
nf thia right it put ao endto th

practice of the stttee; and that be-
cause the British did this, therefore
it was proper for Congrees to do
away with the practice of polygamy.
Do those who argue thus sver refloot
that while the suttee brooght aboat
the destrootion of life, polygamy
means the propagation snd the per-
petuation of the human specles?
and farthermore, did it never oocnr
to them that while Grent Britain
suppressed the szttee, it has not only
tolerated but lJegialated to protect in
their inatitutions upward of 240,000,-

000 of its polygamio sabject
India? oy,

President Taylor here gives a brief
account of the abolltion of the mili-
tia of the Territory by the arbitrary
order of Governcr Bhaeffer, in viola-
tlon of the Constitution, and men-
tions the efficlency of the militin as
a bulwark against Indian rajde, and
in the pervice of the.General Gov-
ernment,

Complaint is made that In TUtah
an "‘onlawful Territoria! govern-
ment, which for over thirty years
hae existed in the face of Congreas
and the coontry, exists to-dn?.”
This is unequivocally false. The
government of the 'Cerritory s es-
tablished uwpon laws eanctioned by
the United States Congress, and st
all times subject to repeal by the
National Leglslatore.  Reference
probably Is inteaded to the nomina.
tion, by Governor Murray, of the
members of}the Board of Regents of
the University of Deseret, whont he
aasumed to appoint under s clause
in the organio aot that provided, in
the firsy place, for the Governor to
appoint cerialn officers, and the

Legislative Assembly to confirm

them. Butsubsequently the Ter-
ritory enacted statutes for the eleo.
tion of these officers,—scme by the
votes of the paople und some by the

Joint vote of the two houses of the

Legislative Assemably,—which laws

baving been spproved by the vari-

ous governors; and never having

been visapproved by Congress, are in

force to-day, aa truly as the rest of

the lawsof the Terrritory, for they

all stand on the same footing.

Bo, instead of their belng an unlaw.

fal Territorial government, it is

etrictly lawful; whilet the Governor

assumea the right to annnl oor ata-

tates, and override and trample

under foot &1l of our laws which do

not suit his convenience or his pur-

poses—though some of these enact.

ments hsve been In force almust aa

long as Utah bas been a Tertitory,

L




