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incoln’s Birthplace to Be Made a National Park

ALY in August of last
vear publle announce-
ment was made that
the eourt of Larus
county, Ky, had or-
dered the farm on
which Abraham Lin-
coln was born (o be

sold at auction, 'The sale was advers
tised for Aug. 28 from the courthous
gteps at Hodgensville, the county town,

u sleepy Kontucky village of lesd than
g thousand Inhabitants, ‘The notiee
was published widely as & news item,
put Httle newspaper  comment  Was

made al the time. Here and thers ! wrought them,
but | 18 not forgetfulness; {t

some rurnl Journalist wrote briefly,
feelingly, of the assoclations connects d
with the place, but no one suggested a
feasible plan for (s preservation

There were several schemes, however,
for tho acquisition of the properly.
Bame of them were commerclal In thelr
nalure, One contemplated the explot
tation of the bivthplice of Lhe great
emuncipator o an advertisement for a
Kentucky whisky distitling establish»
ment. So confident was the distilling
gompany that 1t would encounter no
opposition o its enterprising Intention
that it had wlrendy provided ftself with
o stock of labels bearving the lnscription
“Lincoln  Birthplace  Whisky, Johu
Wanamaker, the milHonalee ynerehant
prince of New York and Philndolphis,

ones made an «Tort Lo oblaln posses-
glon of the property, but was not abl
to gecure n Cleny 11t A Bl wis ft

one time Intraduved jnto the Kentgeky
legislature providing for the purchase

of the property by the state, bul wa
neglected and falled to p AL o
time & project wi way o con
vert thie old homestewd into @ home for
decrepit ex<sluves, but nothing came of
1t. Al efforts of the local newspapers

1o secure congressional attention Galled

A century has passed slnce Thomas
Lincoln, the father of the greal presi-
dent, laid claim to (his Hlue Grass

Blate farm of 110 acr Unthl reconts
Iy it has had but thres owine The
elder Lincoln gold it ta o family named
Creal, It remalued in thetr hands for

over seventy years, Then it hecame the
property of A. W. Dennetl, o wealthy
owner of & group of restnuranty, who
pald $3,000 for i, He begun to im-
prove the place, but toanclal revorses
vvertook him and all buprovement was
abandoned. A fow years ngo the farm
passed into the control of the Rev. J,
W, Bingham, a Methodist minister, who
had the logs of the old cabin taken to
¢ Nashville for exhibition;  Finally  the
cahin was sold 1o an Hinerant xhow -
man, who carvied 1t about thie country

as a4 traveling show, It has pecontly bes« |
come the property of the Lincoln Furm |

association,

When the day for the sale of the old |

place by public outery arveived thero
wis not & remarkable influx of pros-

pective buyers 1o Hodgensville,  When |

at the appointed tme the commissioner
made his appuiranee on the courthouse
steps  he could have numbered the

group of bidders on the fingers of his |

right hand., There was a Grand Army
votoran from Wisconsin who was au-
thorized to bid as high as 32500 and
no higher A northern newspaper man
lost all further interest when the bld-
ding reachod $£3.000, A New York lnws=
yer saw o possibilitl i the plice bes
vond $4.200. A Loulsviile agent for the
distillery firm that had invested in the
lnbeéls stopped bidding at £3.500, nnd the
propoerty was knocked down to the rep-
resentative of Rabert J, Collivr of New
York city, who hag orgaolsed and Ins
corporated under the laws of Kentueky
an assoclation Known as tha Lincoln
Parm association, whose object is the
development of the Lincoln birthplace
farm irito a nutional park
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clution of the Americar

such an oviginud genfus as was the great

lurging constantly It

| deedd, that o all these

bern born no natiomil

preserve and beautify the birthplace
war president, No oue

without the risk of speedy confutation
that the Americans are

people, that they arn

| make much of deeds
tributed to their glory and to do rever-
ence Lo the memortes of those who have
It s not ingratitude, It

slowness of initlative

{408 0 great composite body,
for the same reagon thut
had been at rest hoalf 4 century betore
the historie significance

Mount Vernon camoe

realized and steps wer
gerve the hallowed spot
nation's mo#t cherished heritagos.

making himself miserable for her sake, | baby girl removed to a p
and she relsnted and married him long | on the south fork of Nolin creek, three
before he had learned hig trade,

ypaed since the tragie end of that life
\ h’I' h contributed so largely to the ad-
| vanee of the past century,
poople for Line
coln's character and deeds has been eas | colns went to liva in & shed which stood ! Thomas Lincoln obtalned possession “(l
in one of the back alleys of Elizabeth« | this land or what title he held fn it s
town, IL was a sorey home and noth- | not clear from any record now In ex-
ing less than the light of love could | istence. It is lkely, he
have made It hubitable '
fourteen feet square, almost bare of | it was to be pald for in the future

taken to pre-

TREES SURROUNDING
ROCK SPRING ON THE

LINCOLN FARM

sce of land | almost destitute of timber and covered
with a growth of weeds and low grows
miles from Hodgensville and ubout thir- | Ing bushes It was not a first class

And %0, happy dnd penniless, the Lin- | teen miles from thelr first home, How | farming country, and L.nwnln s farm
was the poorest in the neighborhood,

As a kindly offset to Its sterility the
new home of the Lincolns was rather
Y eV thal he | pleturesque, ‘The surface was rolling,
% that| and there were numerous sircams and
It sprirgs, One of the lutter bubbled from

It was about | bought it with the und

iy N .__A
{ g e - —
|  ’ .',;w" "“_/:}-s.s___,,{,}}\ ___/—’—;""f' \
7 AR o ,g.”..‘f;\’x&.. A3 . O
: P LA Yol S e i ()
g A Lo YL Ve :
A / l‘-,.“‘ ‘n :
0 1 +

most popular man In his nelghborhood,
His vagrant boyhoof and youth had
lald the foundation of an inexhaustible
gtore of anecdotes, which he was will-
ing at all tmes and in all places to
share gencrously., He dispensed his
stock cleverly, too, and was recognized
as a born story teller. Next to tramp=
ing the woods and whipping the streams
he liked nothing better than to be the
center of an admiring and applauding
group of listeners to hig tales, He was
a Demoerat in  polities—u Jackson
Democrat. His unswerving fidelity to
that form of political expression was
the one great [nstance of hig constancy.
It was not so in religion; theologlcally,
he was nothing at times and on oc-
castons an adherent of widely differing
forms of bellef—a Free WIL Baptist in
Kentucky, a Presbyterian in Indlana, &
Digeiple in linois,

In that humble cabin, “the logs of
which were stored =0 long In &
showman's cellay, the illusirions Lin-
coln was born, Feb, 12, 1808, The
family remained in that rather deso-
late home until the hoy was four years
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SE NOW ON
INCOLN FARM
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CREEK IN WHICH LiNco
== ~=| WAS NEARLY DROWNED.

Ninely-nine yeuars ago

1806, to be acournts

aml Naney, his wife
this farim which will In time becoms
national park, They had boen mariied
about two yeurs and had been living in
i poory shanty at Bhzabethtown
their little girl, Nancy,
that thmne Thomast Lineoln was o typleal
Kentucky “poor white”
wius o Lremendous suceess
ural endowment gtopped
He wios Idle, thriftless
erty stricken, a falr hunten
voelerite rover He was
brave enough and when
Dmarkably doeile and
peaceable digposition could be
was a dangerous
man o meet in a rough

to resent an insult he

fight

But he lacked almost everything that

makes for guccoss

roving wus so Intense
gearcely content himeelt
locality long enougli to become famillar
with it. It was the same with whatever
ha attempted to do. H
long enough at any employviment to galn
n working knowledge of it
restless and unhappy beneath the re-
straint=  of  lahor Just
marriage he undertook

carpenter's trade.  Nancy
young woman who became
1 lover who was
unprovided with gome means of eurn-
Ing a lvellthood and to win her Thamas
tried 1o become g Carpontey
prodent Nancy was very

refused to smile upon

During cach succecding year that has | good looking young be the case. Ro the eouple and their” then and is now torfle tract of land, ther of Abraham Lincoln. He was the
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Physieally, he

could not stick
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household fittings and quite unfit for a| was not paid for; that much is known, | the earth and formed a large and trans-

human dwelling place, It had served | The Lincolns had no money to pay for | lucent pool close beside the log cabin.
as o slaughter house and as a stable [ anything, and so of most things they | Since there was little to be obtained
and had been sublect to frequent re- | went destitule from the soll, Thomas resumed cheer-
moval from place o place, Bo, when Averse Lo exerclee as he was, Thomas | fully his old and favorite occupation of
Thomus became o fnexpressibly weary | Lincoln was obliged 1o construct a shels | doing as little as possible and doing
of his uncongenial trade that he aban- { ter on his land, I this he did, with ! thut little under protest, Now and then
doned It In disgust it & not likely that §j the help of hig scares mure energetle  he wag indueced by gome nelghbor to

Naney regrettod hig ingtability In thig | neighbor the typien! log eabin of th ork a few hours at his despised trade,

particular case, ®Bhe had probably had | Kentueky “poor o It was a o it as long aa there were fish in the

enough of the hovel by that time, room structure withh u hu mud and | streams and game in the bush be could
Thomas believed that he could sue- | stick chir y on the outside, a single | not be depended on,

ceed nuch better as a farmer, and | small window and ide door swung on And all this ig the worst, the very

Naney was convinced that such might | leather hinges I farm ftself was | worst, that ean ever be said of the fi-

of age and then removed to a place of
far greater possibilities. Four years in
one locality was a great record for the
boy's nomad father, [t came from ne-
cessity and not from cholee, The new
home was sltuated on Knob creek, a
beautiful stream about six miles from
the county seat. It was far superior
in {ts agricultural possibilities to the
old place, and the prospect was so at
tractive that Thomag Lincoln was in-
spired with & burst of enthusiasm that
led him to plant gix acres of corn, about

the most ambitious feat he had ever

uttempted,

Ag soon as Abraham Lincoln could
talk hig mother taught him to read,
Long before he had reached the age at
which most children penetrate the mys-
teries of the alphabet the future presi-

dent had learned everything his mother

could teach him and was reaching out
eagerly for more, His thirst for knowl-

edge was a consuming passion, and by

the light of spicewood torches he ex-

tracted all that he could gather from

the few books that were to be obtalned
in the neighborhood. His precocity and
devotion to study were known Lo most
of the residents of Larue county, few
of whom had traveled far upon the road
that he had begun so bravely, It Is not
at wll probable that Thomas Lincoin
was convineed that his young son was
beginning Jife in the most profitahle
way, He had no education himself,
could neither read nor write until long
after his marriage, and made no secret
of his preference for muscle over mind,
He was too indolent, however, Lo inter-
pose active opposition, and he had

learned also to be somewhat chary of
his opinions in the presence of hix wife
who had come to depend on her own
Judgment in matters which concerned
the welfare of her family,

But this young Kentueky lad was not
all plodder and bookworm. Robust ang
active and curlously alert, ha was no
stranger to the endless delights afford.
ed by the ploneer life about him, He
was the most successful young hunter
in the vielnity and a leader in all of
the youthtul pranks and practieal jokes,
He was a general favorite and had in.
herited his father's talent for story
telling to such & degree that he wus
welcome everywhere. It may be said,
indend, that this one inheritance wag
absolutely all that the elder Lincoln
ever bequeathed to his son, In every
other respect Abraham was as unlike
his father as one of the same blood
could be. There was not the slightest
physical likeness between them. Thome
as was comparatively short and stout,
his face round and full, his eyes gray
and his nose large and protuberant,
His son was his physieal antithesls, byt
he was the possessor of even a more
keenly attuned sense of the humorous,

Nustrative of the rugged and some-.
times perilous boyhood passed by
young Linecoln in these Kentucky wilds
is the following story related by one of
his early assoclates:

“"Abe and I were great frlends and
spent a good deal of time together in
the woods and down at the creek. One
day we concluded to cross the creek (n
search of some partridges which Abs
had seen the day before. The creek
was swollen by a recent raln and in
crosging it by means of a narrow log
Abe made @ misstep and fell Into the
water with a splash. Neither of us
could ewim a stroke, Idon't know why,
but we had never learned. 1 was al-
most paralyzed with terror, for I saw
that Abe could not elimb on to the log,
but finally [ managed to get a pole and
held it out to Abe, who grabbed it and
held on until I had pulled him to the
shore. Abe was full of water and just
about done for. [ pounded him and
ghook him and turned him on his face,
The water poured out of his mouth, but
he finally came round. Then a new
and almost equally terrible necessity
faced us, Our clothing was drenchedq
and would furnish our mothers with
the evidence that would justify a sound
drubbing. We were wise from much
pravious experlence and made up our
minds to escape the impending danger,
It was a warm day in June, and wa
stripped ourselves and spread the
soaked garments in the hot sun, Whil
they were dryirg we entered into a
solemn compact never to speak of the
affair to anyhosdy,"

And most pathetie of all were the
final words of the aged relater:

“T never did speak of it until after
Lincoln's death.”

Lincoln seldom referred to the perlod
of his life passed in Kentucky. The
lives of his father and mother and the
history and status of the family pre-
vious to iis settiement in Indlana were
toples never Introduced by him and
when suggested by others in his pres-
ence always were met by significant
reserve, To all solieitations for par-
ticulars concerning his early life he
was acgustomed to reply that it was not
of suffifient Interest to warrant men-
tion; that “the short and simple annals
of the poor” would tell the tale, He
geemed to be impressed morbldly wit!
the dira poverty of his boyhood, its lack
of romantic and herole environment,
and was far more ready to discuss the
events which dated from the family
flitting from Kentucky, which occurred
when he was eight vears of age,

Still, Abraham Lineoln was heard to
say, after he became president: “When
the war Is over I should like very much
to visit my old Kentucky home, [ res
member the old home very well"

EDGAR K. WEEB.

ictator Castro's Latest Row With a European Nation

INCH hig assumption of
the Venczuelan presi-
deney thete hag heen
no thine when Cipriano
Castro has not been In
the bluck book of one
or another of the Eu-

ropean powers and
sotpetimes  he seems
to be in all of them and also In that of
the United Slated. His most recent
and most audaoloud exercise of abrolu-
tism has been directed against Prance
ju the person of M. Olivier Talgny, the
French republic's charge d'affulres at
Qaracay, Although the whole matter
fe strongly suggestive of opera bouffe,
it has been taken seriously by  the
IFrench government, which has sent a
fleet to Venezuelan walers
The latest international

eoms to have orlginated over Castro’s

quabble

ittempt to get indemnily from the

Fremeh cable company on ti ground
that the ofticlals of the latter alded the
Matog revolutionists He demanded a
pedces offering of 335,000 a year, and he-
cause it wis refused began Immedlately
to make [t unpleasant u every way he
could devise, and he §= an adept at such
doevising he Freneh charge entered a
protest Castro checkmated the pres
sumptuons M 1y by declaring that
he had no Hng in Venezuslin, Al
of the rosl minister vtemptad to
remonstrat th the frat prealdent
and sdvised him o proceed o trifle loss
precipitately, He ¢ proft by
thalr friendl el n tnd contin

ued to make it ex | able
{or French Interesia in Vénvauela

M. Tal part, i t ol A
dignined il protest and walted
fur N Lo turn ( Lo )
formed 1 ry in ti making
trouble both for 1 ‘ g ind for the

\ M} | | eouy
cutting the cable M., Tulgny push-
tion groew less tenab eVeEry et
The climax came whan ote < the
chiarge hoardd e ineoming  IFreneh
steamer Martinlgue order to segure
ha dispatehe A\ e Atlempled to
land, the tonished Frenchman was in- : on earth, is move
forrned by (he gustoms offl that he | contemporary flotion
would not be permitied | return to | now In Venoruel and
Venezuelan soll; that hix excolleney the | years, He seems (o he
presidont had so deer M. Talgny | arch of the so ealled
had no alternative but to =all on the !l hia old enemles are killed or img

HOME AND ABROAD.

In Sonora, Mexico, alone about $40,~ 1 tal surface than any
000,000 of Amervican money (8 now Ine | country. It leads with 61.2
vested, Reports  from China

Great Pritain will take part in the | theye I1s a revival of
coming «eoloninl xpositio ut  Mar-
sellles, | nege leas

Finland has a larger percentnge of During a hunting

wooded area n comparison with its to-

Martintque to Curacao,
another steamer to New York and from

that port to France,

The earcer of Cipriano
man who has thus flaunted his defiance
in the face of the second naval power

in the dungeons under Maracalbo's fort ] them on hig desk
or else exiled in Europe and the States | trance into publle life of a man who | southern continent has produced, It
The autocrat was once a muleteer h
the Venesuelan state of Los Andes, | muleteers and who has since provided | digtinetion of being one of the foremost

One day he appeared us a delegate in | many sleepless nlghts for the diplo- | republics in Spanish Ameriea, Patriot
the hall of congress at Caracas, wear- | mats of the world he was undoubtedly, but he ruled like
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CASTRO, M. TAIGNY AND PRESIDENT CASTRO'S GUARD OF HONOR.

England and the United States for Chi-

Lake Nyassa, centrul J

This was the en-| the most talented statesman that the | capable. He was vastly more ypespected
[ than was hi® successor, Ignacio An-
onquered a country with a hapdful of | was he who gave to Venezueld the proud | drade, who, according to the Venezue-
| lans, was *“too much of a coward to

steal”

Castro displays all of the objection-
able qualities of his predecessor, with
few of their redeeming charncteristics,
His accession to the presidency was
the natural result of a system of ve-
nality In politics that the republic it-
self had created, and hiz administration
probably marks the lowest level that
the country has ever reached. He was
born forty-six years ago In the state
of Los Andes, a gection as remote from
Caracas as is the reglon of the Rocky
mountains from Washington, His fa-
ther way an innkeeper and dealer In
mules, and Cipriano was a fearless rider
and u stubborn fighter at an early nge.
He was also an ambitlous youngster
and put himself at the head of a band
of juvenile rough rviders that were of
service to himm in after veurs,

Castro firgt came to the front in the
Crespo revolution, when he supported
the government and defeated the revos
lutionists in so many battles that he
was called the “conqueror never cons
quered,” Nevertheless, Crespo suc-
¢eeded in overturning the government,
and Castro went into exlle,. He went
first to Curacao, but soon settled on a
ranch in Colombia, where he remained
geven years in walt for the opportunity
which he Knew would come, Then he
organized a movement agalnst Andrade
and eventually marched into Carncas at
the head of his Andean army prepared
Lo agsume the dietatorship

Castro's first step was to dispense
with the services of the Venezuelan
congress, substituting martial law. He
has never had much use for the cons
gress, He permits it to assemble on
rare oceasions, but never gives it an
opportunity to take the Initlative In any
Important matier, His control of the
machinery of justice |s absolute. Ace
cording to the Venezuelan constitation,
A president may not succced himself,
At the end of the term of kix years he
must retire to private lite, Some of
Castro's continued in
power by means of puppets, creatures
of their own who ruled only In name.
Castro wag not willing to reslgn the
power even nominully and to dodge the
law he Invented the office of provisional
governor, which enables him to hold
aver indefinitely,

predecessors

The dictator's disagreements with the
varlous governments of Europe and
with the United States are anclent his-
tory, Hig dealings with the representa-
tives of foreign powers have been so
insolently reckless and so regardless of
consequences that it 18 one of the mys-
teries of diplomacy that he is permitted
to continue them. His safety has been
in the fact that so many nations have
conflicting Interests in Venezuela, Cas-
tro understands perfectly that If he can
continue his game of playlng one
against another he may affront all with
hmpunity, When Ye will make some
fulse move in this delicate game re-
malns to be seen.

JOHN E. CHAMBERS.

THE PORTLAND VASE.

Just 300 years ago the Constable of
Castile wag gent to England to eonclude
i treaty between Spain and England,
and at a banquet given In his honor
James [, presented him with “three lurge
goblets, one of them very anclent, and
enameled with portraita of saints” It
I thig cup which Is now fun the British
museum. It is helieved to have been
made about 1360, and from the time the
constable took It to Spain up to 1883 It
remained In a Spanish convent. The
convent being financially embarrassed,
it was dispatehed to Paris for sale, the
price belig 32,400, No one would buy
it many looking on it with susplcion,
but eventually Baron Plehon, a great
French collector, bought It ut its value
in gold, $),200, Investigations follow-
ed, its authenticlty was proved, and
King Edward-—then Prince of Wales—
chancing to be in Parls Ingpected It,
and greatly admired It, and in due
course it came to England again,

In the same room that containg this
cup Is to be found the famous Portland
vase, another of England's most treas-
ured pogsessions, Of dark blue glass,
measuring ten inches i height, s
value 1g estimated at many thousand
pounds, In 1630 ft was discovered In a
sepulcher near Rome, and |y belleved to
have contuined the ashes of the Em«
peror Beverus, who perished in the res
volt In Gaul In A. D, 285, For over &
hundred years nfter its discovery It re«
mained in the possession of the family
of Pope Urban VIIL, when misfortune
caused them to part with It to James
Byes, the antiquarlan,

ing n =ult of ghining hroad h and i IR figures in Ve itocrat, making use of the publie
palr of patent leather boots These | Jan hist durtng the past thir wrees a8 his fancy dictated, Crespo
l‘.t”l‘l were o o hime==they use no | have ( vazman Blaneo, Joagulin | simple hearted and very uncouth
foot coverings al all in the state he | Crospo and prignne Castro, al rest warrior from the plains, unfitted for his
halled from--thar he was soon obliged | dent tithough actual position both by bivth and by ulu.vu:
Vto remove them from his feet and put | tators } i some respecta | tion, yet he was strong of purpose and
- — AL e T
Deugs came upon a large herd of eles || ] fifty-two languages il din=- | dian textile industry almost a thing of
phantg and, fiving two sho killed two | lects : It I 2,000 1| the past, No new ipital I= now heing
of the animals ongl | irs o 1t8 current four- | invested I producing textile goods in
Of the 702147 deaths recorded in | Nfths of t ymmerce of eastern Fu- | Canada i
Prussia (n 1904, 69,326 were A ) D faid )
tuberculosts 64815 by '“.‘Imu ‘l‘l : ll he « v ininort A 3 nia | s l,:mh snatmiry fotirisi that of
b : d ) 1 C uportant offect the prefer-| lion breeding, it the zoologleal g irdens
By bullding 850,000 tong of shipplng | ence has developed in favor of British | Phoenix park, Dublin, In the 1‘“' 'M\.j
the Clyde hag broken its previous yearly  mam har been o overload | years over 200 cubs have lm.-w. ‘vbalAmd
record of 517,000 tons in 1002, Ca Britlsh textlles and w/| there, i

The Danube flows through countries | make the once tfairly prosperous Caunas| A Boverness in Germany named Kathe

Schmidt wrote her name In a visitors'
book of a hotel just below the slgna-
tures of the king of Saxony and two
princesses, and she is now belng prose-
cuted for leze majesty

The Irish language is now belng
taught in 3,500 schools in Ireland,

The arca devoted to corn in Kansas in
1905 was 6,799,755 acres, an Increase
over that of 1904 of 305,507 acres, or 4.7

per cent, The average yleld per acre for
the entire state wag twenty-elght bush=
els

There are 740,000 cows in Switzerland.
They average 625 gallons of milk a year
i cow, a total of 462,500,000 gallons, val-
ued at 344,000,000, Yorty<two per cent
{8 used for home consumption and the
rest for condensed milk, cheese and but-
ter,




