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"Yn dear. We hare all mdm to be
thankful to God for his mercies," said
the widow. 4

"Yes," said Faith, thoaxhtfollj.
"We hare got more than lomi, ereo
now; aad we are so qalstand peacefal
here together. If we can't bar a pad
ding and It tloean' much matter aboat
it we will hare some holly owerthe
pictures, and make It too Hie Christ
iuu, eh, mother?"

"Of couree," Paid Mra. Ilarlej; "but
I think. Faith, if you get paid for theee
thing when you take them home to-
morrow, I eh all be able to bay eome
plums, and currant when we go P
town on Chriatmaa Eve."

Faith' eyee brightened. "I dare aay
the lady will pay," she said hopefully.

After tea, aim went to look out of
the window for a while, before the
candle was lighted. It was a rery quiet
neighborhood, and very respectable
Mrs. Harley had seen better days, and
she could not bear the thought of liv-

ing In a low street; and although aha
had to make a pinch for it In other
directions, she rented two rooms In a
street which was inhabited by well-to-d- o

house-holder- s.

There were not many-passers-b-
y to be

seen in this street, so Faith had noth
ing peculiar to look out upon. Besides,
there were no stars out this evsnlng to
attract her attention. The sky was very
dark, and the mournful wind sighed
through the street.

"Mother, mother!" called Faith, sud-
denly, "do come and look; here la Mr.
Morgan oh, so tipsy! look ,he can scarce-
ly find hi own door."

Mrs. Harley came quickly to the
window; and looked down upon the
man with a very distressed expression.
They watched him as he thumped at
the door, and then a some-wh- at corpul-
ent woman made her appearance, and
pulled him In. . S

"How sad!" uttered the widow, a
he turned away from the window;"and that man might have kept his

carriage long ago If he had liksd."
"Is he rich, mother?" asked Faith;
"He was, dear, yean ago. Ha had

several houses; but they have all gone
one by one all but two, the one he
lives in, and the next to it. And theywill soon go, too, if he keepe on at this
rate."

"Why doesn't Mrs. Morgan try to
stop nim" asaeu Jt aim, anxiously.

"rihe encoarages him, dear, tine Is
almost as bad as ihe Is," I am sorry to
say.""Does she get tipsy?" asked Faith, In
extreme surprise.

"Very often," said Mrs. Harley.
"Well, sometimes I have woudsred

what made her so funny to me." said
the child. "One day she will call ma
-- uiue aear,' ana make me trunk that
she likes me, and another day aha will
tell me to get out of her way If I get
any wn ere near ner. un, now dread Ail
to think she could be so bad! Isn't It
a good thing to think aha has no
children? They wouldn't be so happyas I am, through we haven't gotmucn money, nor a nous at an."After gazing out for some minutes
longer, she continued: "And at Christ-
mas time, too! Just when people oughtto be so good, because they think: about
Jesuj coming Into the world to die for
us. I'm sure Mr. and Mrs. Morgan
oughtn't to be drinking now, ought
they, mother?. People ought to try to
ever at Christmas time, when they re
member that It la the Uma at which Ha
sent Him son."

"Yea, Indeed," said the widow; "bat;
instead or tnat, it is we uma when
wicked men make it an - excuse for be
ing worse than they are at other
times."

Then Christmas can't be a happy
time to them," said Faith, thought
fully. "How miserable Mr. and Mrs.
Morgan must be! I am sorry for them."
Faith kept her eyee on the lighted
window-blin- d or tneir front sitting--
room, and wondered whaS was goingon within, "it's a good uuag thejVun m HtMa umnt fan't It mnthtr "
she said presently.

"Yes, I have often thought so," re-

plied her mother. "She takes care of
them and of the house. If they , bad
been left to themselves, the house
might have been burned to the ground
before now. Come, Faith. I think wa
will have the candle lighted now. Draw
down the blind. Yon need not do any
more work to night: but if you Ilka you
ean read aloud, and I'll try to alt up a
little longer." Faith obeyed; and after
sitting reading to her mother for some
time, the two went to bed. .:,(;2Sexi morning, when Faith woke,she
waa overjoyed to see. on looking out.
that the window-ell- l waa eoabJonea
with snow, and that the street and
house opposite were adorned with
snow. ''.Now everything looks exactly
like Christmas, mother," she said:
"I'm so glad that I've to go on n
errand this morning." - '

Directly after breakfast aha wanted
to start off. The pretty crimson cloak
waa wrapped round her;! her well-wor- n

little black hat was tied on her head;and
with scarcely-neede- d Injunctions (for
she waa always a careful child) from
her mother to take, car of the littla
parcel, and of the money. It the ladyshould pay her for the work, aha tripp-
ed downstairs and out into the snow,
looking veritable Red Riding nood.
Presently . she had performed her err-
and to the lady, and had received the
a nve-ehllil- ng piece. This she carried
In her hand, feeling afraid to trust so
precious a sum In her pocket, for fear of
being operated upon by pickpocket, or
whom she had heard such dreadful
tales. i
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