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How tlio Socrot SooIotloH of China Control tho Em

plro and Incite Revolution
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cutlons are liking place In many of the
cities It Is now death to belong to this
society and the heists of the members
are hung up oulsldn ol the cllles as a
warning to others Notwithstanding
this the organizatIon steadily Increases
and It IIs being recruited Irons the ills

affected soldiers mid otters or the em
plre It Is said lo Inane liszt Its origIn
among the soldiers of the Hunan pro
vlnce which 1s one or Ibo roost rebel
bond the Chinese states Tine lunar
men are notes tot their bravery and
hundreds or thousands of them were
employed putting down Ihe Kalplng
rebellion Alter the war wai over
number of them were kept on In Ihe
retinues of the illflerent viceroys and
notably so by the Viceroy or Nanking
A few years ago in attempt was made
to dispense with tlielr sen Ices and some
of the soldiers got together sot organ-

ized this society lip other It Is said la
have been foundeil about silly years
ago but II undoubtedly had Its great
InipctLS through tti ve men at Nanking
arid today Its memt trshlp runs welt up
Into the millions aild It has Its secret
meetings In every city or Chin It Is

avowedly against the Manchu govern-

ment end Its motto Is China for the
Chinese Its members swear to be
fallhfuUo the society under penally ol
death and each society has Its exerts
lloner and any member Is supposed
commit rpurder at the commands of tins
orttrr ltnibersare luhlatnl I the
drinking of hot wino mixed wilt the
smoUnjr blood or a cock which Is killed
at Ihe time and the ticket of member-
ship Is a small card or linen or calico
stamped with a few characters two of
which are China These cards are
diligently looked for by the ofliclats and
the man who has one upon him Is ten
mediately arrested Tine society num-
bers among Its members a large number
ot army olhdals anil the great Viceroy
of Nanking wino dicdnotlongI ago was
for a time an amine member It may
hone been this that manIc his capital tine
center ol their operations hut toward
the tatter part of his tile he became la-

In
>

tile ao tine society and
said rrno1 Us orders JIIII

in a week of this time he died very
suddenly ard It IIs currently believed
that he was poisoned The next viceroy
played taxi and loose with the society
and It lIs said that hits action was lo a
certain eitent the cameo t the riots
against the missionaries la ityi

I wu told at Nothing that unit secret
society had threatened Ilit viceroy that
IfI more money was not paid to UK
soldiers they would cause hints trouble
by mobbing tIne foreigners Shortly
alter this the Devils tPicture Gallery
was Issued This was made up of vile
cartoons charging the missionaries ansi
foreigners with killing Chinese babiest

with Inveigling girls into their house
and cutting oil their breasts for medl
clue and with stealing Ihe eyes ol dead
and live Chinamen and using them aa
photographic material Millions or thru
cartoons were circulated and Ihe people
were urged to drive tine foreigners from
the country Tune caused tint Viceroy
of Nanking and the central government
n great deal ol trouble and they had lo
pay a heavy Indemnity Tunis spring at-
organised rebellion broke out near Can
too and the soldiersI were fighting thereI

at the time that tint JJapanese canoe tutu
Cores Tho recent troubles In the
bhantung province whine the people
refused to respond lo the call for troops
was backed up by tho Koloa Ilul awl
there L a iire branch ol Ihe organUi
lon In Manchuria Ltd II comm in great

strength In north China
rlll is so organ

tied that In case of the of Ieklug ic

simultaneous rebellion would be brought
to the front In neatly every state in
ChIna and the government might fall at-

one bfow

It Is hard to understand much about
the present trouble without knowing
ionwlhlng of the different Chinese
states tine country IIs divided up Into

eighteen provinces and there maybe
Mid lobe almoit eighteen dilfercnl
l

peo-
plesl under eighteen diflerent rultrs
snort cries firmly bound together under

th65ut ann orir Iale
<

do
not understand each other Tbo coon
of Hunan could lurdlr make his way
In Peking cud Ihe Cantonese provinces
hosts diuerenl dialect fromthoie In ttn-
eweatersparns of the empire Tine pro
vlnie of unnanlisaldto have tnveniy
dillirent dialects and tIne people while
they core a great deal Ion their own
home and lor their families mine no
Interest In tIne government and soytnort
It only ass necessary evil Tine family
and Ihe clan fom tine basis ol Chinese
society A great rooster ol thet punish-
ments of the empire are Inflicted I by the
family and roost disputes are lelllci
without recourse to Ihe court I amlly
tIes urn closer In China than anywhere
than In the world If a moo nukes a
lorlune his tartysecond couilns from all
parts of nine empire swoop down upon
him n1fIIhe bias lo supportI and help
them a roan gets a position ho Is

luppoiwd to take lib own family In first
In the choosing of the subordinate
and nrpollsm reigns supreme I met
while was In Canton rune jay Gould of
China Ills name Is Ito Quo and he

worth fjoux oa He was keeping
400 relatives and lain sister sent lisa
cousin nail his aunts lo the third and
fourth generation were sucking the life-

blood nut of his big Income He was I

fudge about rOily years old and ai an
01 mow strung homily authority

Is he obeys lila mother today In alt
matters of society obligations and upon
being asked by Consul Seymour to
dinner not tong ago he replied-

I dont know whether I or
nol I must go first rrmy
mamma

I afterwards met his mamma She
was an old lady whose ce shone a
brightly as tine diamonds which decora-
ted her cap and whose feet were no
bigger than Ihe fists or a baby Sine
ruled Ihe whole 400 of How guarela
live and she was probably the head
of the How Qua clan

Theta clans ol China are very much
like those of Scotland Every family
kec 1 nil pedigree and tine reason why
the Chinese want to be carried li their
own country Is that they will he burled
sdihi their families Tint clans have their
leuds just like some of the mountain
famllle of IKentucky and they lay fur
each other with boos nnd guns lvery
family has lu auceilral halt In the town
or village near where II live where all
tine different members ol tIne family rrret
and orshlp Ihelr ancestors The memo
bers of a clan combine together 10
punUh those who inane injured the
family and there are said tlo Le families
who maLe a buslneM of blackmailing
and stealing There are In all China
about 400 clans and Ihe 400001 OHO or
50000000 which make up tine Chinese
people belong Ito these

The secret societies ore run however
Independent of Ihe clan ansi tine Koloa
Hut Is only tIne of a large number of
them Tho oldest society In China Is
he Triad Society known as tine bam
Hop UuL This fo said to have invert
the cause of Ihe Talplng rebellion
which lasted for and cost China
ten million lives ran up In the
south and spreid all over tine empire
and had II nol been for Chinese Gordon
and 111 lung Chang the 1 artar dynasty
wouldl certainly Inane been overthrown
The head of this rebel ion was a China
man who gave out that lie was the
rounter Iero ol Jesus Chrjit ansI
ml been this world to reform
China Tine Triad Society tints Us lodges
and there are Dags banners and umbrcl
Ilas connected with It It hulks Its regis
tar meetings and It forces members lo
loin lu organizations If they ore nut
amenable lo persuasion U hai the
power of life and death over lit mem
hers and tine members mix their on n
blounl with wine and wear to uphold
line order to the death Among tIne
punishments lor treason to tIne order
Is the having tine ears chopped off or
the head cut oil and tine divulgence ol
the secrets of tine order Is death The
members hone their own signs and pass-
words You can tell It Is said whether
a man belongs tine order by the way
he enters tIne house and I am told that
they stop a enllIMn door and put
the tell loot frau down they
point their toes together ansi keep the
heels apart and they have a way ol rais
ing their trousers legs which is known
only to tine brethren They are bound
10 help any ol tine order wIno get hitJ
trouble and they move secret signs by
which they can mark tIne r house so
that their famllle will escape In case of
revolution At dinner tine arrangement
of the cups on tine table allows Ihelr
calUr who belong to the order lo know
that they are members sod there ore a
thousand little things which nn one else
would notice which enable them tore
cognize each other

The Trlii Society auntKoloa ItuI are
very much like tine highbinders of San
Iranclsco They swear ilelend each
other agalnit the policei to hide eacli
others crime and they are ready to
kill bar the take of tine order at tint com-
mand of Its leaders Their main griev-
ance Is against the government aunt
they have published manifestos ngalnU
II and are doing so tune Some of this
chiefs ol tInet order are saInt lo be travel-
Ing around the country as doctors and
they are carrying the new s of the Chinese
defeats ansi are gathering In members
wherever they go Their motto IIs

Drive out tine Tartar and ills laid
that one branch of the Trald Society
dales back lo 1664 A IIJlri twenty
years after tIne u
teen woiRftijf dveltrrow me lovern-

ement r since and they hive a great
tutted of anything whichI IIs nut purely
Chinese II IIs safe to say ol tine hun-
dreds of millions In China that outside
ol the government olhcials there are nut
a hundred thousand Chinese wino would
fight for the emperor They keep him
bemoan they must maven ruler of some
kind but they know he Is a Tartar soil
they trite him

AI
In every Chinese stale

capital there Is Manchu stony as well
asaChlnne army amillhe tartan are
neither admired nor loved Tine emper-
or In actI Is like Illimpl IllilIHe
sits on tle wall and II he should all
ol his horses and all ol Isis men can
never put llumply Huroply ii < ialn

II will be sifprlslnf la My
Americans > Lnoiv tow cnenply the
overmnem ol Climb u run Taxes nr-

olotr perhap than In any other semi
civilized country on tine globe The
principal source of revenue Is the laud
lax and this varies from to to 66 cents
nil acre Tine tmperor nominally owns
oIl the land but in reality tine people
muse as much or right to Ihelr firms as-

ue inane and they buyandsell Iheir real
estate givingJ deeds tom tIne same I
look a photograph eta Chinese deed by
which a missionary had bought some
land at NanUiir and which he was
carrying lo Shanghai be recorded at
the American consulate during my trip
ulthI hot shownI tIne Yangtse IKlang It
was as biz as four pages of this news-
paper and was covered with stampsI
China pays no ton on liquors and Ills

i l t C

said that tine lutes do tnt amount 7 c

cents per hud of the population A
arge part ol the revenue Is collected
Irom tine Using of salt and there are
Import ant export lanes collected on
goods passing up and down the rivers

sew customs boats everywhere ansii

ihe liver police It quite extensive The
veople understandi very well just how

much taxes they ought to pay They
are thoroughly organized and any
radical Increase such asmuit come from
he present war with Japan which IIs
probablyI meshing them a million dollars
a day is almost certain In create a re-

voluilen I have seen different estl
mates ol the revenue gotten by the
empire or China and In no case have
he amount turned lino the grImm
government been greater than ft tnaonni I

oao It year This would be a small
mount In comparison with the Indem
nlty that Japan will probably demand
she Iis victorious In till war and the
Chinese emperor has Indeed a thirny
road before ibm

The greatest danger arises In the
character of the Chinese an regIs nt

social sod labor combinations Tine
government is perhaps the only divot
ganised part of the country Every city
every stale and almost every province
uckeit full ol different unions and all
Handles ol Industry ore banded to
tether Our labor unions am nothing
In comparlwn with those of China ansI
tin government baa to bow down to
them The barbers united some years
ago ansI made tIme emperor come lo
terms in regard to the public examma
lions for their children They hal be
tone this belonged lo a rather derisd
class They stand now as hlihasan
other people In tire empire One of the
features of barbering In China Is ear
cleaning Each barber lisa tweezers
with which he pu IIts little llama ou of
your ears or trim them to suit The
Chinese like to have tIne backs ol their
thou ders and necks kneaded alter they
are shaved This takes a good deal of
lime and the bar ems concTofdI that it
kept them loo butv during the holidays
The union called Its members together

all over tine empire They pasted a law
which makes II Impossible lor you to get
your ears cleaned l certainiljfJnldays of tIme year I Chang Is

real enoogit to slap the cheeks of the
Chinese officials who call ti on him tie
makes isis generals get down on their
knees and II the emperor does nol take
away his blgcloth boots he wlllcontlnue-
lo kick them out of the room He
would not Lane however lo do anything
against the unionI of the wheelbarrowI

cootie and ho has stopped Some of lilt
greatest Improvements after they Inane
cost him hun reds of thauiinds ol
dollars because certain of tine trades
unions objectedj Thee wheelbarrow
men are in fart one of the strong or
ganlzatlons of China ansi they ore one of
the great obstacles In Ihe way of railroad
building

The bankers of China have a guild
and It depends very much upon lIen
nether tine government Is supplied
with money lot the war There are
nearly rooobinks In the two cities of
Shanghai and Ties Tslnand their mem-
bers alt work together They inane their
connections with other banks of the
empire and they fix tine rates of Interest
and regulate exch ingc TIne tea oem
chants nave a guild and there are silk
guilds and all sorts of manufacturers
unions

These guild Inure magnificent halls
In thin great cities and the Hankow tea
men may Inane a club house In Shanghai
aunt Canton and some ol the finest
buildings In China o those
possessed by Ithe trades rone I have
visited many of these buildings through
the courtesy of Chinese frIends bent
find them full of wclldrestcd Chinamen
who are chIlling togetherI drinking tea
or playingI cards They are In f icr
much tike tine big club house of Amert
ca In their socl il aspects and many of
them mare beautiful gardens connected
with them

These unions are very rigid as to their
own men and they Inure waged war
against modern machinery In some
instances they inane killed employers
who have acted contrary 10 their wishes
and a horrible case occurred al Shanghai
a few years ago where an employer
tried to defy tIne union lie was warned
but he refuted to accede lu the demands
ol the men and they concluded to
make an example of him lie hash more
than moo men In his shop These were
present when Ihe entered one mournIng
and at a concerted signal they sprang
upon him and commenced biting him
1 hey mad a Indernnd this leader would
nut let one of the omen go away mum lineI
place without showing miti teeth III lois
teeth and gums were bloody he wan
permitted logo out otherwise he was
sent back and lold to take a bite The
plot wo gotten up on tine bash that
there Is no capital punishment In ChinaI
for biting line employer was bitten to
droll rll the matter finally came to
tine ears the government It made a
great toss on paper and published mem-
orials concerning It but only the man
who took the lint bile wax punished
nnd the union gained lu end
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