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ithat of our T.ord Jesus Christ, and
meglects baptism and dies without
attendingto the ordinance, can not
be baptized himself after the resur-
rection of the dead, any more than
he ean be married after the resur-
rection of the dead. Why not? Be-
cause God has appointed that both
marr and baptism shall be at-
tended to in the flesh, and if neg-

lected here, the blessings are for-
feited.

We read, in our text, something
about the first marriage which took
place on our earth. Much has been
said in relation to this event, and
inasmuch as God ordained this
sacred rite, I feel disposed to bring
it up asa type of all future marri-
ages. The first pair of whose mar-
riage we have any account, on this
earth, were immortal beings.
*What! you do not mean to say
that immortal beings marry, do
you?” Yes, that is the first ex-

.ample we have onrecord. Inquires
one—*“Do you mean to say that
Adam was an immortal being?
“Whatis the nature of an immortal
ibeing? 1t is one who has not had
‘the curse of death pronounced upon
him. Had Adam the curse of death
pronounced upon him, when the
rd brought Eve—the woman—-
and gave her to him? No, he had
not. Had the Lord pronounced the
curse of death upon Eve at the
time he brought her to Adam? He
had not. Why not?  Because nei-
ther of them had transgressed. It
is said in the New Testament that
death entered into this world by
transgression, and in no other way.
If Adam and Eve had never trans-
gressed the law of God, would they
not be living now? Tl"ley certainly
would; and they would coutinue to
live on millions of years hence. Can
you, by stretching your thoughts
into the ages of futurity, imagine a
oint of time, wherein Adam and
.ve would have been mortal and
subject to death if it had not been
for their transgression? No, you can
not. Well, then, were they not im-
mortal? They were to all intents
and pur two immortal beings,
male and female, joined together in
marriage in the beginning. Was
that ma for eternity, or until
death should separate them? 1 re
member attending seme weddings
when I was a youth, and this sen-
tence has generally been incorpora-
ted in all the marriage ceremonies I
have seen performed by civilautho-
Tity—*1 pronounce you husband
and wife, until death shall you sep-
arate.” A very short contract, isit
not? Only lasts for a little time,
perhaps death might come to-mor-
row or next day, and that would be
a very short period to be married,
very different from the marriage in
stituted in the beginning, between
the two immortal beings. De .th
was not taken into consideration in
their case; it had never neen pro-
nounced. The Lord had said noth-
ing about death, but he had united
_them logether, with the intention
of that union continuing through
all the ages of eternity.

Inquires one, “Did they not for-
feit this by eating the forbidden
fruit?”” We have no account that
they did; but supposing they did,
can you show me one thing that
our first parents forfeited by the
Fall that was not restored by the
atonement of Jesus? Not a thing.
If they forfeited the li'e of their

bodies, the atonement of Christ |

and his victory over the grave by
the resurrection restored to Adam
and Eve that immertality the
before the t.ransgmsaed"'
and whatever they lost or fnrfeiteti
by the Fall was restored by Jesus
Christ. But we have no account
that Adam and Eve forfeited the
privilege of their eternal union by
their transgression; hence when
they, by virtue of the atonement
of Christ, come forth from the
grave (if E[lﬂj' did not come forth at
the resurrection of Christ), they
will have immortal bodies, and
they will have all the character-
istics, so far as their bodies are con-
cerned, that they sessed before
the Fall They will rise from the
grave male and female, immortal
in their natures, and the union
which was instituted between
them before they became mortal

will be restored, and, as they were |

married when immortal beings
they will continue to be husban
and wife throughout all the future

4

ages of eternity.

It may be inquired, ‘““W hat is the
object of that? Marriage, We . sup-
posed, was instituted pcinecipally,
that this world might be filled with
inhabitants, and if that was the ob-
Ject, when the earth has received
its full measure of creation, what is
the use of this eternal wunion in

marria%e, continuing after the re-
surreetion?”
Have you never read the first
reat commandment given in the
ible? God said, ‘*Be fruitful and
multiply.” Did he give this com-
mandment to mortal beings? No,
he gave it to two immortal beings.
**What! do you mean to say that
immortal beings ean multiply, as
well as be married for all eternity?”’
L do. God gave the command to
these two immortal personages, be-
fore the Fall, showing clearly and
plainly that immortal beings had
that capacity, or else God would
never have given it to them. I
will admit that they had no power
to beget children of mortality; it
required a fall to enable them to do
that, and without that no mortal
beings could have been produced.
But we see what has been entailed
upon the children of Adam, by the
Fall. Instead of his offspring being
immortal they ecome forth into this
world and partake of all that fallen
nature that Adam and Eve had
after they fell; and they have also
inherited the death of the body. If
we are to berestored to immortality
with them, we must be restored to
that heavenly union of marriage, or
else we lose something. If ghey
had the power to multiply children
of immortality, and if the com-
mand was given to them to do so
before they became mortal, if their
children are ever restored to what
was lost by the Fall, they must be
restored to that also. Here then is
a sufficient object why multiplica-
tion should continue after the re-
surrection. :
““But,” inquires some one, “will
not this world be sufficently full,
without resurrected beings bringing
forth childien through all ages of
eternity 2”7 We must recollect that
this world is not the only one that
God has made. He has been en-
gaged from all eternity in the for-
mation of worlds; that is,there have

been woilds upon worlds created by
those who have held the power.and
authority, and the right to create,
and an endless chain of worlds has
thus been created, and there never
was a period in past duration, but
what there were worlds. 'The idea
of a first world is out of the ques-
tion, just as much as the idea of a
first foot of s , or the first foot
in endless line. Take an endless
line and undertake to find the first
foot, yard or mile of it. 1t can not
be done, any more than you can
find out the first minute, hour or
year of endless duration. There is
no first minute, hour or year in
endless duration, and there is no
first in an endless chain of worlds
and God has been at work from all
eternity in their fermation. What
for? Is it merely to see his power
exercised? No; it is that they
might be peopled. Peopled by
whom? By those who have the
power to multiply their species.
There never will be a time that
there will be a final stop to the
making of worlds; their increase
will continue from this time hence-
forth and for ever; and as the
so number of worlds will be enuless,
will be the number of the offspring
of each faithful pair. They will be
like the stars in the sky or the
sands upon the sea shore; and
worlds will be filled up by the pos-
terity of those who are counted
worthy to eome forth, united with
that heaveuly and eternal form of
marriage which was administered
to Adam and Eve in the begin-
ning.

“But you told us a little while
ago, that our marriages were illegal,
and now how ecan our species be
multiplied after the resurrection?
It cannot be, there is no marrying
norgiving in marriage then., What
then will become of the ple,
unless there is some provision, or-
dained by the Lord, whereby the
living can act for the dead’? Take
nwa{. that priuciple, and amen to
all those who have not been married
for eternity, as well as time, so far
as the multiplication of their spe-
cies is concerned; forfyou can’t get
married there, But if there is a
vaisinn, by which those who are

iving here in the flesh, may offici-
ate in sacred and holy ordinances,
for and in behalf of the dead, then
the question will arise, How far do
these ordinances extend?

Some may say, ‘“Perhaps they
only extend to baptism. We believe
that baptism for the dead is true,
because the Seriptures speak very
plainly about that in the 15th cha
ter of Paul’s first epistle to the Cor-
inthians, in which,in arguingabout
the resurrection of the dead, the
apostle says—*‘Iilse what «hall they

do who are baptized for the deal:? if
then
are they baptized for the dead?’”

the dead rise not at all, wh

Sure enough, it would have been
useless for those Corinthians to have
been baptized for the dead, if there
had been no resurrection. But
Paul very well knew that the Cor-
inthians understood that the
should be baptized for their dead;
and that they were actuallﬁv rac-
ticing that ordinance, thatt aEau—
cestors, who had been dead for gen-
erations, might have the privilege
of coming forth in the resurreetion.
Baiatiam was typical of their burial
and resurrection, and hence Paul
in writing to the Corinthians, used
it as an argument in support of the
principle of the resurrection.

But is there any inconsistency,
in augusing that other ordinances
may be officiated in for and in be-
half of the dead? Or shall we say,
that God has merely selected the
one ordinance of baptism, and told
the living to officiate in that for the
dead, and to neglect all others? If,
however, we believe that God isa
God of order and of justice, it is
reasonable to suppose that if, by his

rmission and ordination, the liv-

ng can do anything for the dead,
they can do everything for them,
so far as ordinances are concerned.
That is, if they can be baptized for
and in behalf of the dead, they
can be confirmed, and ecan also
officiate in the ordinance of mar-
riage for them. Why be so incon-
sistent, as to suppose that God
should ordain a law by which the
living can be baptized for the dead,
and do no more for them? God is
more merciful and consistent than
that; and when he spoke in our
day and revealed the plan of salva-
tion, he. as far as we were ready to
receive it, gave us a system, by
which the dead who have died
without the opportunity of hearing
and nb:ging the
officiat for, in all respects, and
redeemed to the uttermost and
saved with a full salvationj and
hence, Latter-day Saints, there is
hope for our generations who have
lived on the earth, from our day
back to the falling away of the
church—some sixteen or seventeen
centuries ago. You can reach
back to that day and pick
up all your nerations — the
hearts of the children searching
after the fathers from geueration
to generation; and the ancient fa-
thers looking down to their chil-
dren, to do something for them,

just as the Lord promised in the

last chapter of Malachi. There is
a promisze that before the great day
of the Lord should come, it should
burn as an oven, and all the proud
and they that do wickedly should
become as stubble. But before that
terrible day should come God
weuld send Elijah the prophet to
turn the hearts of the children to
the fathers,and the hearts of the
fathers to the children, lest the
Lord should come and smite the
earth with a curse. As much as to
say, that the children would perish
as well as the fathers, if this turn-
ing of their hearts towards each
other did not take place. Paul, in
speaking abeut their forefathers, to
those who lived in his day, said—
“They without us ean not be mare
perfect, neither can we be made
perfect without them.” There
must be a union between ancient
and modern generations, between
us and our ancestry. To say that
God would be kind and merciful to
a certain generation and reveal his
gospel through a holy angel for
their special benefit, and leave all
other generations without hui)e, is
inconsistent. When God begins a
work it is worthy of himself—God-
like in its nature, soaring into high
heaven, and penetrating the re-
gions of darkness, for those who are
shut up in their prison house, that
liberty may be proclaimed to the
captives; a plan that not only per-

ns to the present,but reaches
back into the past, and saves to the
uttermost all who are entitled to,
and are willing to receive his prof-
fered mercy. But these ordinances
must be attended to here, in this
world and probation. This is the
law of the Great Jehovah., In the
resurrection these things can not be
done,

Having explained marriage for
eternity, let me explain another
portion of my text—*‘‘Wherefore
they are no more twain, but one
flesh. What God hath joined to-

ether, let not man put asun-

er.”

There seems to have been, in the begin

P- | ning, so far as we have any aecountin the

Bile, two persarages, one man and one
woman—Adam and Eve, united for all
eternity. They h«d power to mnltiply
their speeies, and their pusterity will le-
come =0 numerous that, in Lhe eoming
ages of eternity, they will he innumerahle,
Some perbaps may argue that, ingemuch

as In beginning of this creation, God

ospel, may be|

AW r to place only one pair to begin
the work of peopling the world, there
could not be such a thing, divinely or-
dained and appointed, as a marn having
two wives living at the same time. In an-
swer to this let me ask, Was there .o man
of God in ancient days, to whom the Loud
revealed himself, who had two or more
wives living with him at the same time?
Without oting much time to the dis-
cussion of this subject, I will refer to the
Eﬂeci;l instance, recorded In the Book of
nesis, of Jacob, afterwards surmamed
Israel, because of his mighty faith in and
power with God.
wives. Was his practice in thls respect
sanclioned by the Almighty? Read alout
Jacob, when he was a youth, before he
was married at all, and see what peculiar
fuvors the Lord bestowed upon him. lle,
upon one occasicn, fled from the country
where his forerathers Abraham and I:aane,
had gojourned, to eseape from his brother
Esau, and he laid himself down on the
earth, having a rock for his pillow. Te
prayed to the Lord, and the Lord heard
his prayer and the visions of heaven were
opened to his mind. He saw a Jadder as-
cending from the place where he was
eleeping, that rcached into the heavens.
he saw the angels of God ascending and
descending upon that ladder; he heard the
voice of the Lord proclaiming to him
what a great and powerful man he shonld
hecome, that the Lord wounld multiply him,
&e., and his seed should be as numerous
as the stars of heaven, and Jacob worship-
ped the Lord from that time forth. He went
down into Syria, and there he entered the
service of one Laban as a herder of sheep
In process of time he married one of the
daughters of Laban, whose name was
Leah, Shortly afterwards he marricd a
second danghter of this Laban, whose
name was Rachel. In a very short period
of time he married another woman, who
lived in the household of Laban, named
Bilhah, and in a little tiine after that he
married a fourth woman, whose name was
Zilpah. Here were four women married
to Jacoh, and in the book ol Genesls they
are called his wives. Now, did the Lord
ganction or did he not sanction the mar-
riage of Jacoh with these four wives? And
did he, after Jacoh had married them,con-
descend to hear Jacob’s prayers? Ve find
Jacoh continually recelving revelation af
ter this, and that is pretty conclusive
proof that he wasnot rejected of the Lord,
hecause of bis having more than one wife.

When the children of Jacob aud his four
wives became numerous he resolved to
leave that foreign country, and returned to
the iand where Abraham, and his father,
[saac had lived. He reached the brook
Jabbok, and then sent his company on be-

| fore him, and he began to wrestle in prayer

with God. He felt some alarm in conse-
quence cf the enmity of his brother Esau,
wheo lived in the country to which he was

ing, and he wrestled and plead with the

rd. The Lord sent an angel down in
in order to try the faith of Jacob, and to
see whether be would give up wrest ing
aud praying or not. The angel undertook
to get away from him. but Jacob caught
hold of him and said, **I will not let thce go.
urtil thou bless me."” The angel, of course,
did not exercize supernatural power all at
oncey, but he continued to wrestle with Jacob
as though he desired to get away from bim
and they struggled there all night long,
and at last, finding that the only way he
could «verpower him was to pe:form a
miracle, the angel touched the hollow of
Jacob's thigh, and caused the sinew to
shrink, producing lamenegs. Here, then,
was 4 man with mighty faith. He wrestled
all night with one whem be had reason to
beheve was a divine personage; and he
would not let him go without receiving a
blesging from him. The Lord finally blessed
him, and said that, as & man who would
take no denials as a prince, he had vevail-
ﬁd \-:lith God, aud received blessings at his
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Some people suppose that this was Jacob's
first conversion, and that be got hiz wives
before his conversion. But we will trace
the history of Jacob a little further. The
day after he had wrestied with the ancel,
he went across the brook, and expecting
Esau to meet him with a great army of
men, he felt a little fearful. So he took one
wife with her chi'dren and sent them
ahead; behind ber, he set another wife with
her children; still behind her, he set the
third wife an | her children, and last of all
the Iégurth wﬂeland ]I!:l:‘l' children.d I:}:.* Hﬂd
hy u came along, having passe y the
flocks and herds which Jacob  had
gsent ahead as a present to him,
and he meets the wife and chuldren placed
firet in the row. Probably he looked at
them and wondered who thev could all be.
He passed the second and third compauy,
and finally ho came toJacob and the fourth
compauy, and said he—*"*Jacob Who are all
these?’ The answer was—*'‘These are they
whom the Lord my Ged has graciously
given to thy servant.” What! a man who,
according to Dr. Newman, wss con-
verted ouly the night previous, telling his
hrother that the Lord had given him four
wives and a great many children? Yeos; and
it was all right too.

“But” says one, “Iow are you going to
reconcile this with that portion of your
text,alsoa ?untu.tlun from the forepart of
Genesis, whichsays—*and they twain shall
be one flesh?”” Are they one flesb, or at
least are thr-ﬁ one personage? No, the Lord
did not say they they shou'd be, but they
twain should be one tlesh.  Inwhat respect?
Saye ne, “I EH&)D{BE- in respect to thelr
children, as the flesh of both man and wife
is incorporated in their childyen and they
thus beeome one fiesh.” Let us look at it
inthis light. When the first child of Jacob's
first wife was born, it it had reference to
the children they twain were onetlesh then.
Ry and by Rachel brings forth a son, andif
the “one flesh™ had refercunce to the c¢hil-
dren, Jacob and Racbel were one flesh in
that child. By and by Jacob and Bilhah
become parents, and they are also one flesh
in the child born unto them: and lastly Zil-
pal has a child, and she and Jacob are also
one flegh therein.

“‘Well,” says one. ‘‘If it does not refer to
the elnldren, perhaps it may refer to that
oue-ness of mind, which should exist be-
tween husband and wife.” Very well, let
us look at it in this light. Can there be a
union between two individoals so far as the
mind is concerned? Let us see what Jesus

~i1. “Father, I pray not for these alon -’
—meaning the Twelve Anostles—*"whom
thou hast given meout of the world, but [
pray for all them thatshkall believe on
me through their words, that they all may

be ene as thou, Father art in me and I in

He bad four living !

thee, that they may be oneinus.” What!
more than two be in ene? Yes. It matters
not if there were two thousand that believ-
ed on Jesus through (he Aposties’ waorcs,
they were to be one in their atfections, de-
sires, &c¢., and it might inelude snd
would incmde a1l the members of the church
of God that ever did live in anv dispensa-
tion, and remained faithful to the end, for
they all will be one as Jesus and the Fathor
arc one.

“They twain shall be one flesh.,” Ir it
means in regard to mental qualities and
faculties it may incorperate the four wives
of Jacob, as well as one. Take it anv way

ou please and we tind that God did @c-
innwled;:u ity for he blessed these four
- wives and all theicchildren. Loolk at their
posterity, for instauce. God 8o honored the
twelve sons of Jacob's four wives that he
made them the heads, the patrigrchs of the
whole twelve tribes of Israel. The land
was named after thein—the land Heuben,
the land Simeon, the land Judah, ete. ; and
theze tribes acknowledged these polygamist
children as their fathera and patriarchs.

We may go beyonid this life, to the next.
and w: shall nd that the houora conferred
by God upon these twelve sons gre cen-
tinued there. Christians believe that there
will be 8 holy Jerusgtlem come down from
God out of heaven, which will ba prepared
as a bride adoroed for her hushband. This
holy city which will descend from God out
of heaven, will have & wall round it, and iu
this wall there will be a certain number of
the most bea: tiful gates—three on the
north, three on the south, three on the east
and three on the west. LBach of these gates
will be made of one pearl—a precious stono
most beautiful to look upon. Oa each of
these gates there will be a certain nome
—one will have iuscdibed upon it the name
of Judah, ancther Levi, auother Simeon,
and so on until the wholo twelve gates wiil
pe named after the tweive sons of uacoh
and his four polygamle wives; thus we gec
that, instead vf 1he Lord calling theni has-
tards, and forbidding them to,nto enter thoe
congregation of the Lord until the teuth -
generation, he honors them above all peo-
ple, makirg them the most conspicuons in
the holy city, having their namoes written on
its very gates.

Of coursey evervbodywho enters therein
must be very holy, or the cily could not be
holy, for without the city, we are told,
there will be dogs, soveercrs, whoremoyug-
ers, adulterers, mvrdercesrs aud whisoever
loveth and maketh a lie but all within will
be holy and righta2ous—auch men a2 Abra-
ham and a great many others who have
had more than one wife. LI Abrabam,.lsgac

of God iu that holy city,v Hl uot woaogain-
ists, who only believe in having one wifo,
be honored if they have the privilege of en-
tering there? Weare told that manyshall
comao fromthe ea~t and from the woesty &
sball git down with . braham and E=spgce ot

Jacoh, ancient poiygamists. the latter with
his four wives, and will be counted worths
to be saved therein: While many who pro -
fess to be the children of the kinedom will
be cast intobuter darkness, whoro there is
weeping and wiiling, sud guashing of teeth,
This is whbat Jesus sdvs, eonscquently I do
not think that these” who have formied
the idea that only the monogamiesystem of

marviage is acc pted of the Almighty, will
feel in those day as théy do now. [ do uor
think that class of persons will be asbamed,
I |
A

it they have the privilege of' coming rorth
inthe morning of the ths resurrection, of
entering . duto that holy city yeveu it they seo

the ugmes of Jacob's polygamie childron
upon its gates. Th. re may Lo gowe so deli-
cate in thelr feelings as 10 savy—*'0, no,
Lord, I dou’t want togo in at that gate, Lthe
people are polygamistg, | would like yon to
take me to sowe other place.” Lhey go to
tha next gate, aud the next, wititthey have
been 1o cach oney, aud tiey atl are poly-
gamic. Then the mgyuirv may be— s
there notzome other ¢ity where the peoplo
ure not polygamistsz” CMOh yves, theve uro
plenty of places, but outside of thiseliy
there ara dogs, sorcervers, whorecmougers,
adulterers. and whozcever loveth aud
maketh a lie. Do yonl want to associpto
with them?” “Well, I thiuk their sgeioly
will ba a little more plegsant than thay of
thosze oldpolygamist=r"

Will this be the way veople will reason,
when they come betore 1h s holy ciiy? No ,
1 thin 1heywill be very giad to get imo
Abraham's bos 11 if be has more than ono
wifle. You roemembor poor Lazaras the
begeary; who died seekivg & crumb fromthe
rich mad's wable. After his death he was
carrfed by ung 1< to Abraham's besern. By
aod by the rich wman died, and he, boing in
torment, li'ted vp his eyes and sgw Lazarus
afar off in Abraham’s b som, that ie, 8520~
cmting  with  the polygawmist Abra-
ham. How this rich mano did plead! **Uh,
f ther Abrah um, send Lazarus to mwel
‘WWhat do you wants”’ ‘‘Let himorm and
dip the tip of hi's finger in water and touch
my buraning tongue, for I am torniented
inthis ttame.”  *‘Oh nn" say- Abrabtam,
“there is a great gulf beftween you und we,
you must stay wie re you are. (azarus is
in my bosom, and he c8uid'L be 'ent on such
an e¢rrand as that.”  **Well then, Ta‘ber
Abraham, if you caunot send Luzarus o
perform this act of wmerey on mwy Leba'd
do gend hign to my brethren who are hiviug
oun the f}ﬂl‘ﬂ‘h avd wornn thenn, teat the ¥
come not to this plaee ” Tle did no% wanso
anybody else (o go theme, he wasso tormen -
ed himself. “No,”"said Abrabam.'“shv ¥ have
Moses und the prophets; they have the rov-
elations of God betore them: if they will not
believe then', they would not theugh Laz-
arus or anytody else shouid be seunt 10 thein
from the dead.”’

That s the casa with thia generation alzo.
1f they wili not believe what 5 testifivd o
and sprk-nof in the Hible, in regard (o
marviage, the holy arripance cpdawcad
of God, they would not belicve though Lag~
grus or anvhody e'se were sent from the
eternal worlds to preaeh these things winto
them. 'They would ridieule hen &s tEey do
now, and their ¢ry, theu as now, woulid be,
“Congress, ch Congress, can't you dosome -
thing to strp that awial corruption with
which we are affMcted awav up in 1hoe
mountains? Can't you pass somo Jaws that
ahall restriet thoze ‘Mormvong’ awd cormpe
them: to be married by sorce fed ral ollice:
who ghall boe sentinio their terrvitory, and
do away with that pavt of thele rengl nr
Oh Congress, do something to desiroy this
corruption out of ovr land. ""There iz o
people up in yonder mouptaing, who pro-
fess to believe just as 1he Uibre teachcs in
many places. and we ean't endure it. ‘Lhew
pelieve in the Old Testament as well a8 the
New. and it must be bsphemy.”

Who said s0o?% Did our furciathers, when
they framesl the Constitution, say that all

who belteved in the  evw Testam: nt should

I have religions liberty, add that sll who un-
dertonk to believe Iin the Old Testament
ghouid he turned out of Lhis govornment,
gud be gflicted with some ferrvilyie pona‘iy
and law that shoaklbe passed by Congrege?
I think we have the privilege of beleviag
thoe 0Old Testament as well 8¢ tho New.
| A1nCil, \




