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Liord giveth no commandments unto
the ohiliren of men, save He shaill
prepare & way lor'them that they may
accomplish the thing whlcb He com-
mandeib them.'” That wus Nephi's
fafth. He knew that God was al]-
powerful, und he  immediiately
acquiesced o the wisk 'of his father,
His pext eluer brother was influenced
by bim andJd he was willing t, go, too.
and the bwo ' ldest sons went also, but
reiactantly and without the least con -
dence in the puccess of the missiou.
‘The history of it is known to most ot
¥ou, They went io Hrst and asked
Laban for the plates. They offered
him all their property; but he would
not Jisten to it, and in tact bis servante
chased them away,” The slder
hrothers looked upon this as A con-
firmation of their lears, and because
thelr brothers wers not of Lheir opinion
they beat them with a rod. Bul Neph:
delermined to do the thing that God
required, believing with all bis bheart
that God would ask wothing of him
that He would not asslst him in doing.
He went fuorth again rRod obtained the
plates, snd they wero tbhe mesns oi
savioy that people apd their descend-
ADi8 Irom muany evils,

Thia is a etriking illustration of
what can bedone, it was the rame,
bretiiren and siste: s, in coming to this
land. Toere were uoubters who said,
“You cannot go into the wilderpesy
apd live. If you start out to the
Rocky Mountains,you will fail.” BuL
the servanie ot God did pot have
theso fears, President Younyg was

moved upon by the Bpirit of Godto
lake 8 carialn course, and most of bis
brethren were one with him, There
weresome of the Twelve that diu not
sté n8 he dia. Lyman Wight and
Jawmes E. Page did not want to gu, and
did act go; but the rest of the Twelve
were one with President Young, He
suid the Lord had pointed out to him
the course to be pursued, and he led
the people lorth. They were pennilers
uod destiiute of almost everyihing!:
necessary to make such a rtupendons

Journey. Why, as we passed through

Iowa the people hat tseelitheir teather

beds, and sfterwurds everything th.y

had that could be sold to get
provisions., If we had looked at
this  npaturally, men would have
eald, “‘This man 18 leading this

people to dJestrugtion. What have
they got to sustain thé¢m. They are
golog forth into an unkEnown land,
and who knows when they get to any
place that they are going for that
they can llve?*’ [t wae emsy Lo eay
this, because no one knew anything
abouf this country, comparatively
spenkinog. A few men bad crossed
here, butthey knew nothinyg aboul the
elimate, or whether the so1l was capa-
ble of sustelning buman life. Tne few
wno had fived here had lived hke
Iodiaps; they bad huited nnd teapped
and lived on meat, and a little corn,
where the In<dlans could rxise a ilitle

ulong Lhe strenms.

How wae it in Winter Quarters?
The people suflered great hardehips. I
remember myeelf, when a boy, going
day after day for my ubpcle’s [awily Lo
Brother John Van Cotl’s, and waitiug
for my iurn at his big coffee mwill Lo
grind a little coro Lthut we oould eat.
We bought wheat whole und ate
it, and Dad to send down tv Missourd

for a littie corn, and ljved 1o the plaine

HE DESERET WEEKLY.

est and most humble manper, 1M

enough scarcely to eal, But
the Spirit of God 1v..ea wpon
the people, and they were
cheerful, They had a teslimony from

the Lord that that which tbey were
Jdoing was right. and that it was the
Lord’s will that they should do it
Then, as [ bave sald., we atarted across
the plales from Winter Quarters,
traveling without koowinz the point
of Jdestination. Of course, It was
thought we should go to Upper Call-
fornin; for all this coumiry was then
cailed Upper Californis. The treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalge hnd not been ¢con-
summated, and Mexico ownped thie
country. But Upper Californin was a
vague lerio, It was known we were
going to the Rocky Mountaine; hut
where in the Rocky Mountaine? W hat
kiod of B country it was, and whether
we wbould find a suitable place or pot,
was u mere matter of falth; there was
0o know ledge oo the subject.

But the Lord led Lthia people forth.
He fed tiiem when they were hungry.
He furnished them means, I never
benrd of one slarving to death. We
were pifiched for hunger, apd many
were lald on the road-side worn out by
the exposure and bardships that they
had {0 endure; but the bulk o' the
people were susisined by the power of
God. Their faith was rewarded, tor
God blessed themj; and though they
bhad but little to eat and iittle to wear,
they could rejoice continually in the
blessing and favor of God anpd the
koowledge that He was their fnend,
No happier people ever jJived then, nor
sinee, than those who fived here the
Hral two years thet we came into this
valley—Irom 1847 to 1849—when the
people were deprived of aimost all the
comforts of life and suffered indescrib-
able privations and hardships. They
were happy because the peace of God
rested uown upon them, and they
were eusiained und buvyed up in the
migst of their trials and difficultivs.

Lt has been so throughout the his-
tory of this Church. it wae 80 in the
varly days, when the people were
driven out of Missouri, after snflering
the persecutions that they had en-
dured there. Tiey uid not lose their
taith. They knew that Gud had laid
lhe foundation of Zi)n; they kuew tast
God had organized His Church, and
that He had restored the Gospel of the
Bon of God and the everlasiiag Priest.
bood. That testimony was & living
#od burning testimony in the beart of
every faithiul man and woman,
Peraegution, trial, bardship, could not
extinguish i1; nothing but Jeath itselt
could destroy it in the breasts of the
faithiul 8ainte. B0 it has been from
toat day unti] the present.

As I have sui¢, the experience of
this pecple s Jdifferent from that of any
other people upon the face of Lthe earih
that 1 know anytbing avout. Wehave
proved God. Ve know He lives. We
kpnow that He will feed us, that He
will clothe up, that He will eheiter us.
We koow tbat He watches over us.
We know that His angels are round
nbout us, nod that nothiny cecurs but,
1o His providence, if we do rignt, will
be controlled for our good and for our
evenlual ealvation. He will let no
trial descend upon us without gliving
us strength and grace to enuure it, if
wao will live so as to oblain it. This s
His promiseto us. And God is bound
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irrevocably by His covensnt to ug, Am
I frreverent in saying this? J hope
not. I do not say it with any 8pirit of
that kind. But it is a fagt, When we
went forth inlo the waters of buplirm
wpnd covenantsd with our Father in
beaven to serve MHim and keep Flig
commandments, He bound Himse)f
nlgo by covenant to us that He Would
never desert us, never leave ug g our.
selver, never rorgelL ue; that ip the.
midst of trials and hardships, when
vverything was arrayed Bgaingg
us, He would pe near unto:
us aod would sustajn us
That was His covenant. and He bag
amply fuifillea it up o Lhe Present
time, and hag shown that we gap tie
to the promises that He bap mude, We
have proved these "things through,
experience. Whena man goes fopipy
on a mission and KDOWs (hat God
hears his prayer; wben he wapgg 5
pair of shovs And he gets the shoes:
when he wants B coat and phe ge:a’
Lhe coat; when he wants 8 hatapg o
the hat; when he wants shelter En;
somehouy kindly gives him shelter
aud when frieuds are raised up to him’
can that man doubt after that? Can hg
fear afier tha\? Why hig faith IB
bullt upon & rock, and he Enowg thash
God will hear and sDswer him it b
will do rightl. He knows that @ey i:-
" 5
E;Esnf.rlend. and that He canngt furget,
Now, here Is a combination
of this kind, Thkis Church 15
of thie element. Qur littjie
know Lhis. They grow upc:I;ldtrt::]
atmosphbere of faith, They kpgw th 2
the Lord hears their prayers, One Bt
my litile boys had lost Bomething o of
day, and he wanled o find i, ng 4t wlm
something be wus very desirgyy e ;ls
lose,  Afler pearching fur womge t,mo
and not finding it, it ocourred to b @
(hatbe might ask the Lord; apg  po
koelt down by himseif a :;,
afked Ltbe Lord to belp m'"
find that article. He got up from h[ln.
knees and Dot & Winute passey befor:
he founu 1t; yet bhe had searched hofgre
in vain. Now, lhat was the Delural
impulse of that oblld, becauge be hag
been told that God would hear u:d
apswer prayer. QOur obildreg have
this faitk, aod grow up jn it. Of
course, there are some who }oge thie
fulth, either LnTough their gwp C . res
iessness or the neglegt of their purentp;
bat the bulk of them bhave thig Bptrl;
of laith,

We are paesing through difficulties
at the prerent timme. We have heard a
great deal said about famine, We have
uot talked 8o much about it of Jnie:
but for very many yesrs the Eiders of
the Church spoke atout famines that
were coming. Now we have g famine
of money. I am thaokful tp,g the
famive of money hes come Lefore the
famine for food. [ do hot want (o see
this people piched for food. | would
rather 1hat we would take to hearl the
counnels we have received concernipg
these malters. Bolne huve wiored up
food, and hecause the famine |1as not
voe they have settled diwo tu the
feeling that there will he no famipe
and they need mot slore any more food.
But a Iamine for food may come Just
ag suadenly as this famine for money
hae. It has come like a Wuve, UDeXs
pected, almost sweeping over this en-

of people
Composed

tire land, causing unutierable trouble,
paralyzing every. buelneps enterprise,




