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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

BORDA'S ABSASSINATION.

Uruguay fis not & very large country,
having less than & miilion population;
but it has cut quite a figure In history

the past fifty years, chlefly due to its
almost continuous disturbed condition.
Now it comes to the fore again wlith
the assassination of fts president, as
noted in the telegrams of August 25
The killtng of the chief executive
there, however, does not attraect such
attention as did the assassinatlion of
Senor Canovas, for the reason that It

was the work of individual hatred,
while Canovas was glain by
one of a very considerable
body of people who belleve
In the murder of those whom they
dislike, and thus make the Spanish

<vent the indicator of a danger which
threatens the most civilized govern-
ments. . The Uruguayan president was
an ambitlous man, had made many po-
litical foes, and lived In constant fear
of the assassin’'s weapon. He was
«f & nation whose people put a light
value on life, and whose rulers, who-
ever they are, must possess much of
the flerce and deapotic to obtain and
retain power, The only wonder there
is that with the enmity that exizts be-
tween the polltical factions, the Uru-
guayan affair did not amount to a
revolution jinstead of being confined
to individual kllling. Yot it is not
certain that a revolution wlll not be
the outcome of the shot that killed
President Borda.

THE PEACE MEETING.

This week the thirty-first anniver- |

sary of the Universal Peace unlon is
being celebrated by a four days' as-

semblage at Mystie, Conn. The soci-
ety has for Its platform the most radi-
cal advocacy of peace; that §s, that
war never should he resorted to
among & clvllized people, as there al-
ways s sufficient sense of justice In
the elvilized nations to arbitrate dis-
putes 8o that the right will be reached.
Doubtless this proposition Is true, and
<¢ould be made effective if nations
would only zeek to do the right thing:
but they wlll not. Nevertheless the
peace unions are performing good
work in establishing theory at least,
80 that when the time comes for & su-
perior Power to inaugurate an actuail
relgn of peace, the Intellect of the
people will he educated to recognizing
it as the typleal condltlon for man to
dwell In.

A BEFUDDLED THEORIST.

The American Naturallst for August
glves a brief abstract of a theory, or
supposed theory, of Charles Morris,
presented in a paper read hefore the
Academy of Natural Sclences, Phlla-
delphia, and published in the acade-
my's proceedings. Mr. Morris assumes
10 offer a theory of the origin of life
©on our planet—a suhject thal always
has been a2 puzzle to evolutionista,
who generally have not cared.to make
an attempt to solve it, but have heen
<ontent to work out a scheme of the
development of organisnis from lower
toe higher forms. Mr. Morris's theory
forth In the Naturalist, Is:

"There was a time In the earth’s his-
tory when chemlcal inaction prevailed,
on account of high temperature and
unfavorable physical conditions, but,
=on the formation of an ocean of high-
Iy heated waters, holding in solution a
variety of elementary substances and

w noa

Bimple compounds, chemlsm grew ac-
tive, and became more energetic as the
waters Increased in depth and {n va-
riety and volume of their contents.
Many cumplex minerals were very
llkcly then forined and deposited as
rock formations. AR the ocean be-
came [reed from its abundance of for-
elgn material Inorganic chemistry de-
creased, until now it has practically
ceased, oxidation having reduced near-
iy all substances to a state of chemical
Axity.

“As the waters of the primeval ocean
slowly cooled, and Inorganic chemism
declined In activity, organic chemlsm
probahly set ln, aided by the solar
rays. The material for this new phase
of actien had been prepared and ex-
isted abundantly In the water and air.
It may have had its origin in an early
reaction between carbon dloxid and
the elements of water, yielding the
hydro-carhons: and subsequently be-
tween these and nitrogen, ylelding the

far more complex albuminous com-
pounds.
"Many of the precéding milneraj

molecules were quite complex In com-
position, and it is reasonable to sup-

pose that stlll more complex molecules !

arose under condltions restraining the
activity of oxygen. Seed forms of or-
ganic substance may have first ap-

peared—simple carbon compounds.
These would serve as the hasis of
more complex molecules, and there

niay have been a long-continued pro-
cess of deoxidation and formation of
higher earbon and niltrogen compounds
until true organlec matter appeared
and the chemistry of life came fairly
into play.

“Further the author remarks that
‘the conditlons favoring the develop-
ment of organlc material were transi-
tory, and no longer exiat. Organle
chemistry emerged from a vitally ac-
tive stage of Inorganic chemistry, It
could not well arise from the existing
pasaive stage of Inorganle chem-
fstry.’ ™

This affords a striklng illustration of
peculiar fitness !n the challenge to
Job, chapter 38, verse 2:

"Who is this that darkeneth counsel
hy words wlthout knowledge?*

It is surprising that such a state-
ment as that of Mr. Morrls should re-
celve serious considerztion In a scien-
tific journal. His frst statement is a
contradiction of *sclentlfically demon-
strated fact; the allegation of an ex-
Isting condltion when a high tempera-
ture and chemical inactivity prevalled
together must make every chem!st

emile at Its ignorance. Yet on his
misstatement tn regard to scientiflc
knowledge, Mr. Morris assumes to

build up a theory which in itself is a
conglomeratlon of meaningless
phrases, to hefuddle those who are un-
learned and who mistake an excess of
verbosity for erudition. Thia pre-
tended theory of the origin of life Is
about as extreme an example of [rothi-
ness In language as ean be found. Per-
haps it was meant as a huge joke on
the sclentists who had to listen to it;
certainly it was if one of them believed
a word of It.

A BIGOTED NEWSPAPER.

The [ollowing is an editorial In the
8an Francisco Chronicle of the 24th
instant:

“The Mormon Elders who are as-

signed to the duty of securing con-
verts in the Southern States often get

hieh
 Beveral other errors which pur cotemmn-

thelr work. The Southerpers don't
believe in any new doctrines, and they
generally object In a forcible way to
the luring away of their young wo-
men to the new Zlon in Utah, The
latest protest was made in South Car-
olina,and it took the form of stripping
and flogging the Elders. fThig method
la generally so effectlve that the vie-
time of it show no signe of further
zeal for the spiritual welfare of the
sisters whom they have labored with.™
There are not many papers of
fluence in the country that
80 eXtremely Dbigoted as to ut-~
ter the foregoing. As  to the
fact of the alleged mobbing which
the Chronicle justifles, that journal
may have been misied by » dispatch
was a canard. But there are

in-
areg

porary and not the dispateh ig pes-
ponsible for. One of these is that the
Mormons teach a new doctrine, which
is not the fact unless Christianity be
new. Another is that Mormong lure
young women or anybody to Utah
which Is not done. We do not expect‘
the Chronlcle to be fafr edltorially to
the Mormons. Recently It made the
atatement that If It were Informed of
its error It would retract charges
against the people of Utah, The in-
Tormatlon was furnished in 5 form
that left no questlon of the errors
made, but there was no retraction or
correction. The Chronjele is alto
gether too bigoted on the Mormon ques-
tion to ke either honest op truthful.

IN BRITISH INDIA.

The reports thiat come from Rrit-
Ish India are far from glving an as-
surance that Ergland win not have

a very hard task to reduce =
Jdon. Already the Khyhar [};Ises riesbeiln
complele possesslon of the natives
who are pressing forward in hordes up-~
on the Britleh posts which, though
manned by brave soldierg, yet have
too small garrisens to resist for long
It Is true that with characteristic Brits

ish vigor relnforcements will
be rent forward, and where
the imperial troops come in con-
fllet with the rebels the latter

will find some very ugly hy

their hands. Yet the ugrlsmsglneisss %nr
auch a general character in appear-
ance as to suggest that thepe is more
than an impulsive native rebelllon
This causes the bellef that the sultan
of Turkey is at the bottom of the
trouhle. If he is not, then the British
will subdue the Insurrection much
more easily than would be the ease
otherwige. Butif it should really conle
out that the sultan has done this
business, the English wili have a very
hard time In pacifying their Indian
possessions, but won't the British
make it awfully hot for the Ottoman
in Constantinople! It would be a
master stroke for the enemies of Tur.
key if they could fasten on the sultag
%he blame for the rebellion in Britlap
ndia.

THE AIR MOTOR. b ]

It iz now shown as plainly as any
undeveloped thing can be, that air is
about to become a prevailing motor,

at least in certain lines of mechanism,
A New York writer states that on the
the third track between the other twg
tracks on a section of a street rallway
of that eity, the air motor Is being ar.
ranged, preparatory to belng applieq
and given a practical test. The mo.
tor is said not to differ very much

appearance from the locomotive with
which we are all famlliar,having about
the same sized cab and something re.
sembling the huge cylindrical boller,

a taste of martyrdom in the pursuit ofl\\'hlch, however, In the case of the alr



