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shameful f{rregularities and abuse of
treatment to whiech I have been sub-
jected before and during said trial, In
the first place, I was walted on by a
committee claiming appointment f{rom
W. D Burrough, P. C. I asked this
committee, “Who had made complaint
agalnst me to Brother Burrough?"
They answered, "No one, but general
rumor had caused Brother Burrough to
send them. It was proven on the day
of trial that B, F. Ross had at that
time made complaint in writjng, which
does not appear in the testimony fur-
nished you by the church; and J, M.
Downer also testified on the day of
trial, that he had made oral complaint
—all of which had bLeen done prilor to
their appointment. Now, to show one
of the irregularities to which I have
been nubjected; Brother Burrough did
appoint B. F, Ross and J. M. Downer,
who were complainants, upon the com-
mittee of Investlgation, which is con-
trary to all parlitamentary usage, com-
mon law or justice. Soon after the sald
committee walted on wme, I Wwent to
Brother Burrough, which was the ird
Sunday dn June, and asked him as my
pastor to show me wherein I had vie-
lated any of the rules of our ehurch.
He said, "If I had my Discipline I
eould show you." I at once drew mine
from my pocket and handed !t to him
and asked him to point it out, which he
failed to do then and has never done so0

vet.

Another irregularity: The bill of
charges was made out agalnst me by
the said committee on the %th of July,
1898, and was handed me on the 19th of
July. Brother Burrough attempted to
have me tried on the 22nd of July with-
out 0 much as notifylng me of his in-
tention, but I happened to hear that
they were golng to try me so I went
down to the church. He, Brother Bur-
rough, empaneled his jury, had the in-
dictment read and asked me if I was
ready for trial. I told him I had not
been eited to trial, and the trial was
postponed indefinitely. After I had
gone home, he, with a few other perse-
cutors of mine, fixed the 19th of August
as the time to try me agaln, without
asking me anything about whether It
suited me or not.

At that meeting I asked him to have
the specifications amended soc as to
show what I had done in order that I
might make an intelligent defense.
He refused this, and ignored every-
thing I proposed.

He also failed to appoint & secretary,
or keep 8 mlnute of the said meeting.

I was duly cited to appear on the 19th
of August for trial, and I appeared for
trial on sald day. The house was called
to order and I asked that a secretary be
appointed, which was done, The attor-

ney for the church then announced
that he was not ready for trial. I
asked why he was not ready and he

gaid that Dr. Wllkins and J. M. Dow-
ner, witnesses for the church, were ab-
sent. I then asked what he wished to
prove by them that I might possibly
admit it. He, B, F. Ross, eould not
tell what he wanted to prove by these
witnesses; however, Brother Burrough
granted the continuance with the re-
mark that "Somc of the committee or
jury were absent and they had studied
the case, and he wanted them to be on
hand.”

Knowing that no record had been
kept of the preceding meeting, I again
asked that the specifications against
me be amended, and began to point out
my o©Objections to them when Brother
Burrough sajd very abruptly that he
would not hear me—nor listen to me—
and further satated, that there were
pther things against me that would be

withheld from me until the day of trial, committee, were in favor of acquitting

He then indefinitely postponed the trial
again., (No minutes were kept of this
meeting.)

On the 20th of September I was agaijn
cited to appear for trial on the 2ist,
giving me only one day for preparation.
I made showing of this and after great
effort on my part a continuance was
reluctantly granted me. The day of
trial then was fAxed for Sept. 28th.
Pursuant to adjournment, we met, and
the house being called to order at the
request of the prosecutor, J. M. Dow-
ner, the third specification was stricken
from the indlctment; whereupon I
claimed a trial before the church, ac-
cording to the discipline of the M. E.
church South, P. 30 and 31, whieh prl-
vilege was denied me, and I was forced
to a trial before a commlittee, proceed-
ing at once to empanel the committee
or jury, placing Dr. Wilkins on said
Jury while he was a wltness against
me; thereby causing me to exhaust
one of my preemptory challenges, Bro.
Burrough then attempted to place N.
P, Allison on said committee, or jury,
and he was a member of the commit-
tee that found the indictment. The
jury finally became completed, testi-
mony was taken, a portion of whieh
has beent submitted to by ithe prosecu-
tion, some of whiech, however, 18 not
what witnesses testified to on the stand.
For Instance, N. P. Allson sald when

asked iIf he had ever heard a Mormon
preach, that he had not. It he had
read any of thelr literature? e |
have not.” "If he had ever
read the dlscipline of the M. E.
church?’ "But very little.” “If he had

ever read the Bible any?’ "Not much.”
I also asked Mr. Allison this question,
“Did I not ask the committee on the
day they visited or walted on e, 'who
made the complaint to the preacher
about me?'" and he answered that
"Ross said,no one had made complaint,
but the committee was apolnted on
general rumor' J, M. Downer also
stated the same on the witness etand,
then further admlitting that he had
also made complaint to the preacher.

A portion of J. C. Langston’s state-
ment was left gut. When asked, "Did
vou ever ask the Mormon Elders what
was meant by a certaln elause In their
articles of religlon, which reads as fol-
lows:

"We belleve the Bible to be the word
of God as far as it istranslated correct-
Iy 7

Answered, Dr. Mims and I did ask
the Elders what they meant by that
clause, and they s=sald "Every Bihle
scholar knew that the jtalicized words
were not supposed to be a correct
translation, and that clause was put
in thelr articles of religion to mecet the
argument of the infidels.” “When J.
M. Downer was on the witness stand
I wished to refute some wof his testi-
mony with the Bilble; and asked that
he read a certaln portion, This was
over-ruled by Burrough, The casc was
gitven to the committee, or Jury, and
they were brde retire and bring a ver-
dict according to the testimony., They
were out about two-and-a-half (2i4)
houra, long enough in fact to convince
any unblased person that the jury was
divided in their opinion., Finally they
brought In a wverdict of "“guilty as
charged." BSaid verdliet not being sign-
ed by the commlittee, or jury, and Bro.
Burrough did not ask the jury if that
was their verdiet; but very abruptly
declared me “expelled from the
church,” giving me the severest pun-
ishment known in the discipline with-
out giving me one word of consclation,
or showing one particle of 8ympathy
for me. B8ince this trigl, I have been re-
Jably informed that the two members
from my own church, who were on this

me all the time, and would not sign the
verdiet. The three members that found
me guilty were from another church,
and I am fully pursuaded that I1f they
had ftully understood the case as did
the two members from my own church,
I would have been acquitted without
a dlssenting vote.

In my feebie way I have stated these
frregnlarities, and have stated nothing
but facts as they oceurred,and will also
shate that I am no Mormon, thatI have
been a '‘Slmon pure Methodist” foy
thirty-three (33) yeara tr¥ing to serve
God In my feeble way; and I expect to
continue doing so, by the help of God,
either In or out of the Methodist®
church, until I am called to “'erogs over
the river.”

I hereby &sk that this case agalnst
me be dlsmissed, and show to the world
that mallce and prejudice e¢annot pre-
vail in our chureh.

Yours very truly,
+ B. . LEWIS,
Appellant,

The object in wiew In thus expelllng
our friend from the pale of the M. E.
church was. doubtless, to deter other
Methodists from glving shelter and aid
to the Mormon Elders. It will not
have the desired effect in the case of
Mr. Lewis and his estimable famlly,
numbered as they are among the very
best people In that part of the state in
whlch they reside. They will find, In
the sequel, that they have lost nothing
by their kindnees and thelr determina-
tion to Investigate for themaelves the
doctrines which have been revealed
from heaven jn this century for 4he
obedience and salvation of mankind,.
It 4= difMcult to see whereln our {riend
has violated any rule or regulation of
the M. E, church. Methodist ministers,
in some Instances, have entertalned the
Elders of the Church of Jeaus Christ of
Labtler-day Saints when traveling with-
out purse or scrip, and, in rare cases,
have permitted them to occupy Method-
fst pulpits. So far as known those min-
Istera have not been diseiplined for their
kindness, and certainly they were act-
fng upon the Instructions of Jesus
Christ when glving "even a cup of cold
water’ to one of His dlaciples, It is to
be deplored that bigotry and Intoler-
ance shoutd still hold such sway among
people who profess to be followers of
the Joving and charitable Nazarene.
However, the Lord will, no doubt, over-
rule it all for the good of our frilends
who have been persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake, and for the spread of the
principles which they will do well to ac-
cept and embrace with atl thefr heapts,
and thus gain the reward of obedience
to the everlasting Gospel and obtain a
ecrown of glory which will en®wre for-
ever.

THE DIVORCE INDUHTRY.

Twelve divorce cases In one day l1n
thils ety "i1s a pretty good record if
judged from the standpeoint of numbers
alone; otherwise it is a very bad one.
It would be less objectlonable if more
conspicuous, but the facts compel the
admissjon that except as to the arlth-
metieal phase of the case It 18 alto-
gether to0 common to stand out any
bolder than any other every-day mat-
ter that oscillates more or less between
uncertain limits and just now has gone
a 1ittle beyond the highest previous
mark, It remains, however, a proper
subject to eomment on, no matter If it
has become common.

To begin with, there is no fault to
be found with the court. The laws pre-
scribe what shall be the grounds upon
which a deeree of separation shall be
granted, and when those grounds ob-
taln to the entire satisfaetlon of a
reasonable person, the dutles of a judge



