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shameful irregularities and abuse of
Areattreatmentment to which I1 have been sub-
jectedacted before and during said trial in
the first place I1 was waited on by a
rocommitteeommittee claiming appointment from
W D burrough P C I1 asked this
committee who had made complaint
against me to brother burrough
they answered no one but general
rumor had caused brother burrough to
send them it was proven on the day
vfof trial that B F ross had at that
timeime made complaint in writing which
does not appear in the testimony fur-
nished you by the church and J M
downer also testified on the day of
trial that he had made oral complaint

all of which had been done prior to
their appointment now to show one
of the irregularities to which I1 have
been subjected brother burrough did
appoint B F ross and J M downer
who were complainants upon the com-
mittee of investigation which is con-
trary to all parliamentary usage com-
mon law or justice soon after the said
committee waited on me I1 went to
brother burrough which was the 3rdard

Z sunday june and asked him as my
pastor to show me wherein I1 had vio-

lated any of the rules of our church
he said if I1 had my discipline I1
could show you I1 at once drew mine
from my pocket and handed it to him
and asked him to point it out which he
failed to do then and has never done so
yet

another irregularity the bill 01of
charges was made out against me by
the said committee on the ath of july

1189898 and was handed me on the oiof
thulyjuly brother burrough attempted to
shaveve me tried on the of july with
foutout so much as notifying me of his in-
dentionijen tion but I1 happened to hear that
I1theyey were going to try me so I1 went
down to the church he brother bur-
rough paneledem his jury had the in-
dictment read and asked me if I1 was

fr ready for trial I1 told him I1 had not
been cited to trial and the trial was

indefinitely after I1 had
gone home he with a few other perse-
cutors of mine fixed the of august
as the time to try me again without
asking me anything about whether it
sailed me or not

I1 at that meeting I1 asked him to have
the specifications amended so as to
show what I1 had done in order that I1
might make an intelligent defense
he refused this and ignored every-
thing I1 proposed

he also failed to appoint a secretary
loror keep a minute of the said meeting

I1 was duly cited to appear on the
of august for trial and I1 appeared for
trialrial on said day the house was called
to order and I1 asked that a secretary be
appointed which was done the atto-

rney torfor the church then announced
that he was not ready for trial I1
asked why he was not ready and he

add that dr wilkinsallkins and J M dow
witnesses for the church were ab

bent I1 then asked what he wished to
prove by them that I1 might possibly

s dmitadmit it he B PF ross could not
tellell what he wanted to prove by these
witnessesvitwitnessesnesses however brother burrough
tfrantedanted the continuance with the re-

mark that some of the committee or
jury were absent and they had studied

e case and he wanted them to be on
aanaand

knowing that no record had been
of the preceding meeting I1 again

asked that the specifications against
hinlineinline be amended and began to printoutpointpointoutout

y objections to them when brother
said very abruptly that he

g would not hear me nor listen to me
andnd further stated that there were

latherther things against me that would be
from me until the day of trw

he then indefinitely postponed the trial
again no minutes were kept of this
meeting

on the of september I1 was again
cited to appear for trial on the
giving me only one day for preparation
I1 made showing of this and after great
effort on my part a continuance was
reluctantly granted me the day of
trial then was fixed for sept
pursuant to adjournment we met and
the house being called to order at the
request of the prosecutor J M dow-
ner the third specification was stricken
from the indictment whereupon I1
claimed a trial before the church ac-
cording to the discipline of the M E
church south P 30 and 31 which pri-
vilege was denied me and I1 was forced
to a trial before a committee proceed-
ing at once to empanel the committee
or jury placing dr wilkins on said
jury while he was a witness against
me thereby causing me to exhaust
one of my preemptorypreempt ory challenges bro
burrough then attempted to place N
P allison on said committee or jury
and he was a member of the commit-
tee that found the indictment the
jury finally became completed testi-
mony was taken a portion of which
has been submitted to by the prosecu-
tion some of which however is not
what witnesses testified to on the stand
for instance N P allason said when
asked if he had ever heard a mormon
preach that he had not itif he hadbad
read any of their literature 1I
have not if he had ever
read the discipline of the M E
church but very little if he had
ever read the bible any not much
I1 also asked mr allison this question
did I1 not ask the committee on the

day they visited or waited on me who
made the complaint to the preacher
about rhe I1 and he answered that
ross one had made complaint

but the committee was appointed on
general rumor J M downer also
stated the same on the witness etland
then further admitting that he had
also made complaint to the preacher

A portion of J C Langs tons state-
ment was left out when asked did
you ever ask the mormon elders what
was meant by a certain clause in their
articles of relireligiongloa which reads as fol-
lows

we believe the bible to be the word
of god asaa far as it is translated correct-
ly

answered dr mims and I1 add ask
the elders what they meant by that
clause and they said every bible
scholar knew that the italicized words
were not supposed to be a correct
translation and that clause was put
in their articles of religion to meet the
argument of the infidels when J
M downer was on the witness stand
I1 wished to refute some of his testi-
mony with the bible and asked that
he read a certain portion this was
overruledover ruled by burrough the case was
given to the committee or jury and
they were bade retire and bring a ver-
dict according to the testimony they
were out about two and a half 2

hours long enough in fact to convince
any unbiased person that the jury was
divided in their opinion finally they
brought in a verdict of guilty as
charged saidsaad verdict not being sign-
ed by the committee or jury and bro
burrough did not ask the jury if that
was their verdict but very abruptly
declared me expelled from the
church giving me the severest pun-
ishment known in the discipline with-
out giving me one word of consolation
or showing one particle of sympathy
for me since this trial I1 have been re-
liably informed that the two members
from my own church who were on this
committee were in favor of acaacqacquitting

me all the time and would not sign the
verdict the three members that found
me guilty were from another church
endand I1 am fully persuaded that itif they
had fully understood the case as did
the two members from my own church
I1 would have been acquitted without
a dissenting vote

in my feeble way I1 have stated these
irregularities and have stated nothing
but facts as they occurred and will also
stastatete theathat I1 am no mormon that I1 have
been a simon pure toy
thirty three 33 years trying to serve
god in my feeble way and I1 expect to
continueconAl niue doing so by the help of god
either in or out of the methodist
church until I1 am called
the river

I1 hereby ask that this case against
me be dismissed and show tobo theithe world
that malice and prejudice cannot pre-
vail in our church

yours very truly
13 FP LEWIS

appellant
the object in view in thus expelling

our friend from the pale of the M E
church was doubtless to deter other
methodists from giving shelter and aid
to the mormon elders it will not
have the desired effect in the case of
mr lewis and his estimable family
numbered as they are among the very
best people in that part of the state in
which they reside they will find in
the sequel that they have lost nothing
by their kindness and their determina-
tion to investigate for themselves the
doctrines which have been revealed
from heaven in this century for thehe
obedience and salvation of mankind
it is difficult to see wherein our friend
has violated any rule or regulation of
the M E church methodist ministers
in some instances have entertained the
elders of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints when traveling with-
out purse or scrip and in rare cases
have permitted them to occupy method-
ist pulpits sogo tarfar as known those min-
isters have not been disciplined for their
kindness and certainly they wevewee act-
ing upon the instructions of jesus
christ when giving even a cup of cold
water to one of his disciples it tois to
be deplored that bigotry andaad in toler
ance should still hold such swayaway among
people who profess to be followers of
the loving and charitable nazarene
however the lord will no doubt over-
rule it all for the good of our frienda
who have been perspersecutedmuted torfor righteous-
ness sake and for the spread of the
principles which they will do well to ac-
cept and embrace with all their hearts
and thus gain the reward of obedience
to the everlasting gospel and obtain a
crown of glory which will for-
ever

THE DIVORCE

twelve divorce cases in one day in
this clity is a pretty good record if
judged from the standpoint of numbers
alone otherwise it is a very bad one
it would be less objectionable lfif more
conspicuous but the facts compel thethe
admission that except as to the arith-
metical phase of the case it Is alto-
gether too common to stand out sayany
bolder than any other everydayevery day mat-
ter that oscillates more or lesslesa bebbetweenweeti
uncertain limits and just now has gone
a little beyond the highest previous
mark it remains however a proper
subject to comment on no matter witit it
has become common I1

to begin with there Is roono faultfault to
be found with the court the lawslaw pre-
scribe what shall be the grounds upon
which a decree otof separation shall be
granted and when those grounds ob-
tain to the entire satisfaction of a
reasonable person the duties of a9 judge


