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jKEt London, March ao, 1893 Hlgnwlng
jrjgf tn many lands, have been much among

MB their v. ueraldo folk with the fishermen

KS ' of Algiers, who are a conglomerate race

MBj of Greeks, Italhns, Spaniards nnd

fragl Arabs, with the fishermen of Slcll),

rail. gloomy onil voiceless as C.lpsy dojs

Kffif ' with Chlogglan and Apulhn fishermen,

SPjif those most majestic sluggards of all

,U ' Hal), vvlth those of llarcelotn, the
m giants of the south of Spain, with Ills- -

fit J cayan, Breton and Cornish fisherman,

superstitious and sodden nhove H
1M
S others, with the brave, Und men of

Kl i C!addagh,At Caly, and thoso along

S t the wondrous Kerry rout, with the
W stem jet tender fisher folk of Manxlind

f with the lay fishctmcn of the dreamy
iijh Asorcs, who, transferred to American
BS'l coasts, prove the most tluable recruits
CV to our cist shore fishing fleets, with the
Wm tasseted Pescadores of Cuba,

2 brigands all In looks and ways, with the
5 squ tly tsklmos of the I jbrador cosst,
jt '

satisfied uith any fruitage of the deep

I which will barely austilii life, with the
t crofter fisher of the anil

"f Shetland coasts, and with our on n brive

ft, Gloucester men who risk their Hies

I upon the Grand Hanks, and the 'Quoddy
f ' fishcrmsn whose chief quarry Is the

herring, all along the grand Maino coast
ft to the mist wreathed crags of wild

5 Manan.
ill In many scars of intercourse with
II these lowly folk I have bem continually
I impressed with the almost Indefinable
J and wholly Indcscribible sidncss that
I seems to brood over and tinning all this
I class of people. It Is In their csblns
I and homely social life. If Is in their
I voices and looks. In repose, It acts on

I their faces pitifully. Kc ncil Into some

I great activity, In storm, In taking fish, or
1 in sivlng lives, they have grand, earnest,
I faces, these fishermen Hut In the quiet

hours there is somctlilng Inuntcd, weail- -

1 ed, worried, dreading and dreadful to
I be read in the lines of their decs in the
I tremulousness of their voices, and in the
'I light which shines from their eyes, tint
t all their brave and hearty ways cannot
I bide or disguise,
t It Is nslf the sea, from which they
f live, had wlilspered in scent to each

f consciousness some savage threit of
I reprisal, as if over every little comfort,
iU boms joy, or well earned content hung
Ml the spectre-han- of fite coming closer
J to the Inner lslon ecry time the fuller- -

jij mill's beirt grew ejid. In whatever
1 I degree tills Is universal, It seems to me
1 to be more mirkeil among the fisher- -

In men of Lngland, Inland and Scotlsnd,
J jjl than I have ever found It elsewhere

I revelled I believe Dickens saw and
I III felt this at the old fishing port of Great
I U armouth when lie created outof his

if II great and tender heart the pithctlc
II j characters of tho reggotlys simple,
jilt lendir, true msjestlc In stifruing and

I orglveness, and through and over all.

the pathetic thread of sidness, quivering
like an endless plilnt In a melodious

though m lUtnful song.
In this eipcnencc strange and tender,

weird and sad, pictures of fishing towns

and villages, sei reaches and coasts
Innumerable, each one o study lor a
master's brush, are stored within Hie

memory Here are a few of tliclr
outlines

The mlghtysouthwestof Ireland Kern
coast with weird Ilray llenl, and
nulesllr St Michael's Mount upon Crest
Skelhg rock darkening along the east-
ward landward horizon, and at sea. just
to the north of the great ocean liners
way the spring mackerel fleet from
Kerry hamlets, from Man land and from

ranee, altogether from 30110 lu t,ooo
cralt frequently soOensely massed that
water cannot bo seen Itoni n

deck, thousands of sea gulls
whistling and Happing their white wings
above, and to the west a sea horlron of
rose and orange where the setting sttn
still shows a flaming edge, while more
than ten thousand lusty men, under a
third as many Hashing crutch lights set
amidships of the smacks, are silently
"shooting ' the great brown seines for
the night

Matchless Is that picture, ever tinted
by the near presence of fisher lolk and
their storm whipped homes, you may see
from Shetland most sober sea wall
height, mighty, mournful I itful Head.
It is the White Mountain of ttia Norse
men, on account of tha lustre of Its slate
formation. Its highest crag rises fully
luoofcet above tlie sea, but the legen-
dary habitation of Noma, a bold, almost
detached, clilf lifting i s sea front into a
point ns sharp as a church spire, Is not
more than three fourths that elevation.
It Is quite accessible after a rough
scramble, and Its si lej are the baimts of
tn)f!ads of sea fowl. Horrible indeed
must bo the place In times of storm.
Ilutnway down there below the sea Is

often as calm as a I tighland loch I rom
the higher headland Iho whole of Shet-
land can be seen waste, moor, hillock,
vallc,glen aland without forest split
and serrated by thercaselesa gnawing
of the sea. Tremendous precipices rise
everywhere I.ochs ami tarns show
without copse or verdure. Shadowy

hellyers" cut the sea w ills where the
thiols evtn at ebb or flow. Here a
fishing station, there a dreary hamlet.
Yondrrn gravelly be ach, with fishurrrs
and their sodden toll, hcvomt. a weird
glo with a herd of 'seals turning llieir
shining sides to the low , red sun. Over
oil, a Mm), drenmv, tender presence,
for In the brlefjdavs before the dark,long
winter sets In, it Is the fisherman's
' peerie summer" In the Shetland Isles

Strange, quiet, souls are
the fishermen of the Solway shores,
whether they live on tha Scottish side,
where every stream and brae and vale
has a reminder of the Immortal poet
of the jowly who rests within tha suuinl
of Solway tide thundcrlngs, or on the
I nghsh side, in Cumberland,
In the bravo old house built from ltoimn
walls. Giant frames Invo these folk
and wondrous height, wide, fair brows,
great blue or hazel eyes and and leonine

heads of flaxen lulr. I atwavs remem
brr them with their npparant nt.ttncss
of attention, nn unconscious hal t and
attitude of listening I or It is - il I

these folk cm licnrtheonconilngswceps
of the great from the linn sea

which brings the harvest of fish and
often terror und death for twenty miles
away!

Long before this. If you arc standing
on the cliff edge abov 0 ancient How ness,
sou will seethe fishers, waist deep In
water, burr) ing on the tightening or
their upright nets, which Tor ten miles
below seem like liny fences of rush
and away seaward with )oiir glass vou
can see them seiirrj Ing lip from tin ebb
slime and sand tonnrds safely and the
shore Then to jour unpracticed ears
come the filnttevcrbcratlons of a hoarse
roar, and soon, like a pillar of flame In
the play nl Hie sunlight the great mist
banner of Hie advancing araters Is flung
from Scotland to I ngland, almost Irom
Crlflel toSllolh, and moves toward ou
like n lurid cloud above a running battle
In a few moments more Iho brilliancy of
the phenomenon is greatest

I receding Hie advancing cloud nlong
the seething front of i wall of water five
miles wide, glitter, foams nrd In ics a
bank of spume and spray, zoned
rimmed and Interlaced with tiny rain
bows The ruarlng of the bellowing
w aler hosts becomes deafening I or an
Instant you are enveloped by the cloud
lint passed, while vou thrill with the
mvslcry and awful grandeur of the
spectacle the great tide head Is abreast
ol you, a true tide bore such as breaks
majestically Into Mlnas mid other estua-
ries of the Hay of I unily, cylindrical
ami straight as an arrow across the
I irth, and from six to eight feet In
height, which sweeps past with a bellow
ami vhrlck like Ihatof a hundred thou-
sand coast fog horns bowling In unison,
while close in its wake is 1 hillock,
tempestuous mass of waves brilliantly
gorgeous In fitfully swept prismatic
colors and the Solway tide Is in

Tills Is tho picture that comes to me
from Inlands craggy norih Tho
eastern shore of wild Is a
succession of ruins dainty villages, hka
Iluncrama and ohin, and nf pilgrim
haunted shrines Over to the west are
wilder shores, huts round towers,
fishers' cabins and here and there the
patched sills of the herring fishers'
smacks lie while against the background
of the headl nuts and hills. Here the
swelled heirlng known to man arc
taken Tho brawny herring fishers of
the north are here In greatest numbers
flicy are sodden hopeless, hard. Hut
they are brave ami strong as Iron They
have tremendous frames, are brown as
bronze, and form groupings of startling
Imprcssiveness. Ihey are simple and
peaceable, I am told. Hut were pirates
wanted were fleets to be filled out with
men for work giving one a shudder to
contemplate, these would
furnish Incomparable human heartless
Hint Hut If they are Hint, their wives
are steel

About six feet In height, broad and
strong as their burly males, with legs
corded like man's, end bare to the
knees, with arms long, crooked, and
fleshless as wood, w 1th flat, hairy breasts
often bared from nrck to waist, and
tanned by salt, sun ami wind to the
color of the mottled alder bark, with
wide Jaws, half toothless mouths sunken
cheeks, eyes blue black and flashing
from deep, yellow sockets, And brows
bushy and raggeal with bristling lulrs,
with narrow, creased foreheads, and
great, wide ears set
strnlght out from behind hko dirty
"wing and wing' sails, and tliclr square

heads cron ncd by one k hair, faded
Into siiiilf brow ti like anlllkei t jnimal s,

which Is matted and knoti d upon the
shoulders, and frequently to the w list
mid vou hive but thcliiiitesl picture of
this half animal who sul. i l on kelp
dulse, black oat cake, 011J ball raw fish

that the buvers, who eome to Hie

beaches in their carts from I ondonderry,
refuse as even unw orthy f salt to men
dicant and crouching man I jst "c
town

And the children of t e

rhe drag out the sain horrible lives
help make the Uritnh avy. or turn
traitor to the brood of half pirates be-

hind, becoming the mo rcmorselevs ot
coast guard, or mount uit poteen hunt-
ing, ollicers And J et how tuc old blood
occasionally blossom roimh this limit-
less degratioii A ilauv.Iiter of Just such
nn one as I have pictured was the most
perlccltvpeorwlld an inple human
beautv ever beheld. II ne legged and
bircbreastcd as ber moth r, brown ns a
haztl nut, Ignorand) Indent of fear,
for four copper coin lie rowed nic
across I ougli Swilly to where her
father's work lay mend ng the seines,
like an Amazonian in u of war's man,
while I sat speechless, c nlcmplatlng
her marvelous beauty an I majestic pro-
portions, bating ni)seh because I was
not oltogciher on arilit md wondering,
in nil reverence, w hy O d or God s
nineteentli century civilization, could
not wait UKn the African missions for a
little, and reach to and sui eor such M
these

Standing upon the huge headland
above ancient St, lvesanomer rem lik-
able picture Is vours. It H one of the
most Interesting In I urope
The bay Itself faces the noilh At sour
feet are purple heather ind waving ferns
parted from tho cr tallnc water by
(.listening sands To thi rixht and cast
the green hillocks of the Tastcrn Shore
Then the broad vellow bench of l'oith
cocking, or the I oresnnd Dominating
this is the preat headland of 1'ednolva,
lieyond, ijcninhg like a field of gold,
arc the magnificent sands of I'orthmlns-ter- ,

and further still, the headland and
rocky Islet of Godrevy, with the litters
white lighthouse setting cameo like be
tuecn the purple of the sea walls and
the tremulous blue of the ocean.

Hcforo )ou, the silent shimmering bay,
with few white winged lulling cralt
scarcely moving, it seems tha distance
lssot,reat from the height where you
stand, the ocean bevond, shining and
blue mid still, rv tlimlc reaches of incom-
ing tide waves, miles In length, adv

and retreating and breaking soltly
upon tilts shelving sands In tiny ridges
al sparkhng spume, and here, to tha
west, a great juml led mass of gray-- old

St. Ives crouching in n little pocket
of the rocks, like a ma s of mossy stone
in some shadowy glen sleeping away
the centuries, unconscious of tho
thunderous sea.

Aside from these, and half a hundred
more picturesque spots that cannot even
be named, there nro the sleepy hamlets
and sand shores of orange Irom

to liltelnvcn, along the Irish sea,
the miles of villages specking the sides
of the winsome of Somerset
nnd Devon; the quaint scenes among the
Heels and homes of the fishermen of
I ciumce, I almouth, l'lvmouih ami
Torquay, the countless fisher haunts In
the seethlnr chines of the winsome Isla
of Wight; the drearier of tha Ivnglish
cut shore where the battles with the
storms and tides ore ever fierce and
stroni., the wild, walling, woeful coast
from Vermouth' to hitby, w hiclt his
seemed fated to be the scene of thu
ocean's saddest tragedies, the red roofs,

h breezy jdiores the gleaming sands
and the tossing spray of Loldingham
and North Hcrwlck, around to the south
of the mouth of the lorlh, the snug
town and harbor, the quaint old streets,
Hie lilt ions fish ilmners mid the scream
Ing fishwives of Newhaven, the almost
somber silence ever brooding above the
piers ol Duck Haven, the rocky walls,
tho steely bluv of the German Ocean,
tha awful storms and Hie great dingy,
cheerless tithing to ns of the east
coast, from Aberdeen to Thurso, the
brown crags, the emerald sloping! and
the shadowy, moanful fissures uf the
Shctlind and Orkney shores, with their
Dutch and N'orsc color In faces ami
ways, and the dreir, gray rocks and
puffin haunted crags of the misty Hcb
rides, whero the brive, lialfstarvcd

r battles all hl.i life for mere
existence

The customs, folk lore and super-
stitions which liave been the natural
outgrowth of their vocation have been
practically ihangelcss lor half a

ears ind their portents and omens
are countless

In Skc If a woman crosses the water
where fishing Is in progress, and among
the Ncwhiven men if the nime of
' llrouuger ' that of an old New haven
reprobate who was the Impersonation of
bad luck ar)d onca lived among them be
mentioned, fishing will bent once dis-

continued, bkyoand Harris fishermen
have been known to beat their wives
dreadhilly, not from Any ill feeling but
to propitiate and attract the

All Hritlsh fishermen note carefully
the first person upon whom tliclr eyes
alight In tha morning. 1 heir luck for
the day will depend on whether the
person is well or ill livored A clergy-
man, a nig or n cat ate Hie most dreaded
of nil objects as fleets arc silling outof
the harbor The sight of cither, or the
discovery of the footprint of n flatfooted
person in the sand, bodes all manner of
ill luck, and to utter the name of a
ctcri,vman or any four footed beast on
boird a fishing boat would render the
oHcnder subject to bodily peril nnd nt
least destroy all hopes ol success on
that day

All along the w est coasts of Cornw all,
Scotland and Ireland, they makcbetlcr
uso of the dreaded cat They secure
favoring winds b burying It olive In the
sands ol the seashore with its head op- -

the desired course of the windColli'' the Shetland! and Orknisv fisher-
men wear a luckv belt containing dried
olfal of three dillercnt herrings, and n
perfect child s caul, which wards oHevll
influences and brings good fortune,
hanging in the cabin of a lulling boat, is
wortli from five to eight guineas In any
prosperous fishing village

Among many fanciful superstitions
and cutluus weather omens which I have
found to la universal w Ith Ilritish fisher-
men arc the following! They never
point wltli tha finger to another smack
If the mistike occurs, both hands are
Instantly upraised and spread In the
attitude ot blessing Three idlestrolces
of a slick in tha sand, making a figure
resembling a coffin, portend death It
is unlucky to meet a balking dog in the
morning If porpoises tumble about In
unusual numbers, or if seagulls leave
the open sea and gather noisily
along shore, storms will surely come
Whistling at sea Is the worst of all III

portents, and nothing Is so much dreaded
asn whistling women ashore If a mop
or water bucket Is lost overboard from n
smack, the unfortunate craft instantly
sets sad lor port. Dreaming of anchors
is a good omen, A broken s

on board will create; a veritable panic.
Tu count fishermen ns they march to

and from the boats nuts them In deiidlv

peril If blood be drown during

quarrel on the beach, all fish will leave

the locality Nothing Is more unpro

plllous than the presence of women

wherever fishing Is In progress and liio
fishermen will go to sea when the dean
body of one ofth Ir number orlamiii,
hesunburled I ixiAtt I Wakbman
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