Ghe Case of the People Against the Standard Oil;

Present _Attitude of Americans

ETWEEN the Inter-
gliate commerce ¢om-
misslon Investigation

to begin March 12 at
Kansas City and the
resolution recently in-
troduced iInto the low-
er house by Congress-
man Phillp Pitt Campbell of Kansas
asking for Inquiry into the practices of
vallroads and oil companles the Stand-
ard Ol trust {8 lkely to have its hands
fult, It will not be the first experience
(hat the ofl men have had with an in-
terstate commission, but the present
temper of the American public toward
monopolles and corporate crookedness
f¢ such that all offenders have cause for
veflection, The personnel of the com-
misgfon 18 a guarantee that an honest
search will be made, As at present
constituted Its members are: Martin A,
Knapp of New York, chalrman; Jud-
son C. Clements of Georgla, Charles A.
prouty of Vermont, Joseph W, Fifer of
1tinots and Francls M, Cockrell of Mis-
sourl.

At the time of the fivst formal invess
tigation of the Standard Ol company,
which was made under the auspices of
the New York legislature In 1879, the
fact became apparent that the trust had
no triends outside of those who were
profiting from it.  The public at large

iled the attempt to probe the glant
nonopoly  with unmistakable enthu-
siusm, and the legislative commission
ppointed to conduct the Investigation
had the sympathy and good will of the
American people from the start. There
were few apologists for the Standard
umong the newspapers of the country,
and thelr efforts were directed for the
most part against the danger of pre-
cipltate action, Everybody agread that
there wasd something to Investigate and
no one regretted that the process had
begun.

That was a quarter of a century ago.
The principal charges brought against
the trust at that investigation were the
securing of rebates from the railroads
and diserimination against ndividual
operators and smaller companles, There
was no especial difficulty In substan-

tiating the charges, and they were
proved over and over agaln, 1In spite
of all that, however, the outcome was

not encouraging to the public, which
was hoping that the heginning of the
end had come-~that something would
Le done to check the growth of the evil
'he report of the commission de
nounced rebatesg In gencral and
ciuted a change, and the legislature let
it g0 at that.

The spirit of investigation was by no
means silenced by the inactivity of the
New York asgembly, Later in the year
the attorney general of Pennsylvania
tried how it was that the

advo-

to find out
Standard Ol company was able to get
the hest of fts competitors in oevery
deal. The subject of rebates and dis-
crimination was sifted again, Not the
feeblest manifestation of sympathy for
the accused corporation came from the
publle, It was established beyond the
shadow of a doubt that the trust was a
pergigtent and flagrant offender. But
sthing eame of i, When the matter
reached the legislaturve there was no
e brave enough to enter the lists
galnst the well Intrenched monopoly.
In the latter part of the same year tho
Lo legislature appeinted a committee
discover the secret of the trust's
wonderful fnfluence over the rallroads,
but when it had solved the mystery the

whole matter was dropped =o suddenly
that the public =aw in it another evi-
denieas of the wlde reaching potency of
the great organization

Nothing more was done until 1888

During the unine
Standerd Ol company had not risen in
the esteem of the people. It had pro-
ceeded In ity characteristie high handed |
course and had done absolutely nothing |
to coneiliste public opinion.  Its meth- |
ods were Known to be antagonistic to |
the free institutlons of the country and !
it any time the great mass of American |
eftizens would have rejoieed In its !
overthrow. Bach succeeding yvear add-

ed largely to its impregnabitity and in

time It felt o in its hold that it

year interval the |

secure

grew arrogant in the extreme,
the extent of disregarding the
Ings of the general government

aven ln' stituents of many a natlonal jegisiator
warns | were reminding him of his plain duty
Congress had already made a beginning
In 1888 the leglslature of New York | in the matter, Intluenced by the in-
awoke once more to the urgency of taks | ability of the states to thetr
Ing some action to vestrain the rapacity to rebate and ol
ot the trusts, An lnvestigation wn passed e
ordered, which, although it neluded os- which placed
tensibly all monopolles, was In reality | the regulation of vaillway traflie In the
directed against the Standard O, Thi | hands of a comuission appointed by
leglglative Inquiry was earrfed on fit-
fully over a perfod of two years and re-
sulted in a recommendation of the pas-
sage of an autitrust law, The leglgln-
ture passed the law, and that ended
the business, 'The courts never cons
strued the law and it still remains prace
tically a dead letter, Its purpose seems
to have been to prevent the formation
of combinations fn restraint of compe-
tition, The Standard Oil had nothing
to fear from the measure since it was
already organized on so flrm a basis
that nothing short of a general ups
heaval could shake it
Some rather disquieting symptoms of
that upheaval were experienced by the
trust when It was attacked and worsted
by Francis 8. Monnett, attorney gen-
eral of Ohlo, In 1802, That vigorous
officinl brought =ult to revoke the chars
ter of the Standard OIl company of
Ohlo and actually succeeded In his at-
tempt.  Driven from its original home,
the discomfited Goliuth took refuge In
New Jersey, reorganizing as the Stand-
ard Ol company of New Jersvy and

enforce
recommendations
crimination, congre hisd

interstate comnieros (8 Lo

What thosge sources migl AN noall thig labor has been unpraductive of
was the trust's master secre nd it | eertain ery delinite  result Much |
was not divulged, The pub] leved | ki ledge of the inslde working of the
that It had been tricked ngiain oclopus has bheen galned | the gove
falth in the aincerity of tru«t tiga~ | ernment ue : I it will he ex- |
tlons of any deseription | condingly useful In future procesdings
Nothing further was done u 1800 ] bformuatd oulred th the
when Dresfdont MeKinley 1l Hitonit Compared with It
commission tried to =atisfy ! wh | Ui K oof L the true In-
" the American people whether or not any | wardness of the beof trust was mere

MARTIN A KNAPP

JOSEPH W. FIFER

THE MEMBERS OF THE

the federal government, The provisions
of this law, If they could have boeen en-
forced, would have done away with
much of the Injustice that prevailed,
Even the public was convinced of that
But the remedy falled to
was not inert, but it was not
{stered properly, The publi
that also. Then came the congression-

becoming the dominating and control-
ling head of the vast system throughout
America,

There I8 no record to prove that there
wag any well defined regret in Ohlo over
the trust's departure or any sudden ae-
cess of joy In New Jersey over the ac-
quigition. The new corporation made
no attempt to purge itself of any part

admin-
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| magnates. These companies pay toll to
the great parent organization, and into
Ity treasury flow  the extraordinary
profits which the oll business of the
United States, under the monopolistie
working of the so called "system,” |«
to produce

Thus it s that the actual business of
the trust s counducted by these sube
sidiary companies, For the sake of an
appearance of legitimate commercial
enterprise, a small amount of stock in
these local companies Is permitted to
fall Into the hands of a few local capi-

ke

talists. This device serves to ward off
impertinent inquiry and hostile legis«
lation The loeal interest glves a

nelghborhood tone to the business. It
has been discovered, however, by the
government agents that these local

holders of oll stock have a very fragile
and rather shadowy connection with
the organizaticn and that they really

know very little about its methods of
dealing with the.publle. It g also a
fact that in New York, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island and more especlally New
Jersey many local politielans and rome
of national reputation have been per-
mitted to hold small blocks of stock in
these locnl branches, As a rule these
men have ltte at stake and nothing to
ROy The Standard Oil, through its
New Jersey organization, retains for it-
gell nearly 90 per cent of the stock of
all these subsidiary corporations,

The latest and In some respects the

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION.

child's play But it must he confessed
that the most patlent endeavor of the
government agents has falled to un-

ravel the tangle of

ed “"the afiliated companios.”

eyvery state In the Unfon has a sepa-
rate ofl corporation, and in many cities
there are individua!l companies also.
These concerns overlap each other in |

most promising ot all the efforts which
have bheen made to curb the rapacity
{of the oll trust originated in Kansas

what has beern terms- l more than a year ago and is still pro-
Almost ! gressing

For awhile there was pre-
| sented the rather pleturesque spectacle
of a state In warfare with a monopoly.
l The questions involved, however, were
too momentous to be confined to a sin-

Toward the Trust

ty, digcovered crude ofl In Immenss
quantities, He gent a gpecimen of the
ofl to a Arm of Pennsylvanin operators,
and they leased all the land that could

be obtained and began to drill many

wells, Today on that spot stand the
huge tanks of the Standard Ol come-
pany, rising lke giant cltadels, ench

containing 35,000 barrels of erude ofl.
Ol was discovered In many places,
and everybody went ofl mad, Unsight-
ly derricks rose on all sides. At PPeru,
which was found to be bullt on a vast
ofl pool, a well was dug in almost every
dooryard. The churches of the town
leased thelr yards to the companies for
a share of the product. KEven the ceme-
tery was leased, Villages speedily be-
came cities and thousands locked to
the region from the Ohio and Penngyl»
vania fields in which conpetition had
heen destroyed by the Standard Ol
In less than =ix months 600 companies
were doing businesg In the gtate, and
farmers grow rich from thelr share of
the profit, Farming was practically
abandoned, and the only crop that Ine

terested anvbody was oll, The indes«
pendent oll  producers were making
money and  everybody was  happy,

wag an active
seemed to be

Prices were good, there
market and the supply
Inexhaustible

But it did not endure, All at once the
representatives of the Standard Ol),
who were the buyers of the crude pro=
duct and also the refiners, announced
that the quality of the c¢rude oll was

not uniform and that a schedule of
prices would be arranged, The trust
reserved the privilege of determining

the value of the product in all in-
stances, The price of oil declined Im-
mediately. It has never been above the
dollar mark that decision, Ag a
remarkable coincidence, freight rates
began to rise, The advance was soon
g0 considerable that it beeame unprofit-
able for the producer to ghip crude ofl
out of the state He was ubliged to sell
it to the Standard at its own
and it was not long before it was evi-
dent that the trust had the Kansas fleld
at its merey,

sinee

prices,

Then followed the great agitatlon
which still prevalls wnd strengthens
The whole legislative machinery of tha
state was get in motion, and for once
the executive and legislative powers
were In accord As a final precaution

the co-operation of the national au-
thoritles was obtained, and it was
through the initiative of a Kunsas con-
gressman, Phillp Pitt Campbell, that
President Roosgevelt ordered Commis-
gloner of Corporations James Garfleld
to take a hand in this latest and most
businesslike fnvestigation of the Stans
dard OIll, GEORGE H. PICARD,

WOMEN KNEEL TO MEN.

Men In South Africa and especially
In East Central Africa belleve that their
women are thelr Inferfors, and many
centuries ago they made a law that has
worn itself Into a custom that women
must acknowledge this by always
kneeling when they meat a man

African women hold a most degraded
position and are looked upon pretty
generally as beasts of burden, capable
of doing all the hard work, When a
WOoman meets any man, be it her hus-

of the obloquy which had settled down | al investigation, There are those who | su h manner that it Is almost im- | gle commonwealth, and in time the in- \ § o1 = - } X £
upon the old concern and the public | are inclined to be skeptical as to the possible to fasten the responsibility of | terstate commerce commission and the | "oNd OF i Stranger, at home or on the
wiasg not fuclined to accord to it the | absolute sincerity of that investigation, | any executive act | officiuls of the corporations bureau were road, she Is "\"r‘f'“"l‘ ta “tuidiwes
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oblivious to any necessity of gquaring | an opportunity of telllig az much as | 4 4 kKnown, of irse, that Nuew Jersey | fender, way.
ftself before the American publie, it | they felt inclined The heads of rh.-' corporiution, the succeggor of the dis- The story of the Kangas oll fight is P
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Its secrets were not as to its gains and | Rogers, Willlam  Rockefeller, H, M, | | holding ind the men at the ! pathos, Thirty odd years ago a farmer There is a depository for the safe
increase of power, but as to its meth- 1 Flagler and John D, Archbold==pre=- | federal law could be enacted which | head of it are ti men wWho control | in Johnson  county  struck oll while | custody of the wills of living persons
ods of securing them. | sented their side of the case, as did | would regulate the commerce of trist Standard Ol It iy the great central ‘ digging a well, He was disappointed |4t Somerset House, A will may be
n 1388 the public indignation had | also George Rice and many other in-<} It is not likely that the heads of the or Into which ts poured the steady | over his failure to get water, but he | deposited through the registrar of a
reached such a point that a congres- | dependent operators oll monapoly  passed  many  sleeples <1 of treasure which comeg from | tried to make the best of it.  IFortu- | district registry, who will transmit the
glona!  Investigation wa demanded. |  Nevertheless the investigation was ol nights while this i mlry was under | o)l quarters of the hahitobhle globe, The | nately his land was cloge to the old | will to London in a reglstered letter on
State fnquiry and state legislation had “ great disappointiment to the public,. No | way, since the commisslon was very | government fnvestigations have shown | S8anta Fe trall, and he found that he | receiving fees amounting to  §$12,75.
been such lumentable fallures that the | wiay was found to put a curb on the | general In its seavch for information | (] the Teading spirits in the aggre-  could sell his unwelcome product to | Onee deposited, the will cannat  be
people had come to have no faith or | Standard Oil company, and everything | and did not deal lnrgely tn particula tHon seldom appear perconally fn any | passing teamsters for lubricating purs | withdrawn, but must remain {n the
hope fu them, Public opinion was o | remained precisely as £ had been. The | The new department of commepc I transaction,  They have created o net- | poses, This he did untll the trail was | registry until the testator dies, unless
convineed that it was high time to put | magnates declared solemnly that the | labor was the direct result of the m | ik of companis one dependent on | abandoned, and then the well was | he produces the original minute of the
a curb on the ofl monopoly that the | interstate law had not been broken, | ter, and the buresu of corporations | the othey, but all worl I u | closed and forgotten. It was not until | deposit and other proofs of hig ldentity
mattepr began to assume g political as=- | but YThat the trust’s business privi- | lannched | e ond - tj furt} ' chment | 102 that W, M. Mills, while drilling | and destroys the will in the presence of
pect, and the tim Ame when the con- | leges were derived from other sources. It must not be thought, however, that f vrendy | t { ! for gas near Neodesha, In Wilson coun- | the registrar
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W. W. Armstrong, Chief of Life Insurance Investigators;
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be made known concer ning It. He ap-

with that end (n view he pr hime- | premisge to his own satisfaction,
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Cith a Passion For Probing

ested In Insurance mutters rie
antagonistic to the appointment of
Louls F. Payn as nsurance
sfoner, and when Payn secured the of-
fice he made up his mind that he would
devate himself apeclally to future In-
surance legislation
He had not long to
portunity to exploit |
He discovered a
an fnsurance measure which was slated
to pass and took the floor against it
His caustie eriticlsis having a
tremet us Influence against the bill
vhen one of ti attendants slipped a
note into his hand, Armstrong paused
a moment and zi I at the vommuni-
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