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roamed over these exiensive prairies,
But ou the advent of the white men
they were hunted and killed for their
hides until they have become abso-
lutely extinet. The last of ite kind
geen was & bull killed in 1885, twe
years before the BSaints settled In
Alberta. All that ig left of these noble
animals of the plains now is their
bones, which are left to bleach on the
prairies, They. are seen on aimost
every hilleide throught the entire land,
though car loads have been gathered
up and shipped KEast for fertilizing
purposes.

Feather game is still plentiful in
Alberta, principally ducks and prairie
chickens. In the numerous lakes
whichabound inthelandarealso plenty
of swans, which are killed for their
feathers. Wolves and ooyotes are
very plentiful—so much go that there
is a standing bounty of $5 per sample
of their hides, They kill lots of calves,
colts and lambs every year, aud are s
terror to the settlers on this acconnt.

Alberta contains perhaps the greal-
est coal fields in the world. The Rocky
Mountains and their foot hills contain
a world of minerals yet to be explored,
comprising iron, gold, sllver, galens
and copper. lLarge petroleum deposits
are known to exist, and immense sup-
plies of timber abound in the moun-
tains along the headwaters of the
numerous streams flowlng jinto the
great Saskatchewan,

Calgary, with , about 5,000 inhabit-
ante, is tue chief town of Alberta. It
is situated om the Canadiap Pacific
railroad and commnnds a beautiful
view of the Rocky Mountains. Other
towns are Lethbridge (mentioved in a
former communication), forty-eight
and a half miles from Cardston, Fort
Macleod, a ranching center, Banfl, in
the recently formed National Park,
near which anthraclite coal i8 belng
mined and where the famoussprings
are found, snd Edmonton, which is
the center of the oldesi settlement in
the distriet. Fort Macleod is the place
from which the founders jof Cardston
in 1887 set out on their exploring trips
through southern Alberta. It is an
incorporated town gituated on Old
Man’s river, 102 miles south of Calgary
on the Canadian Pacific railway.
Macleod is the present terminus of the
Calgary and Maoleod rallway, which
‘waa commenced in the summer of
1890 and completed in 1891, This place
ja about thirty-five miles north ol
Cardston.

In line of history I will elmply state
thie: Beyond a narrow strip of land
along Red river, in the vicinity of
where the city of Winnipeg now
stands, the great prairie region,
stretching for nearly one thousand
miles from east to west—from the bor-
der of the Red River valley on the east
to the Rocky Mountains on the wesi—
was practically a ferra incognila up o
1870, when Manitoba and the North-
wesl became a portionof the Dominion
of Canada, and when it still remained
to open this great country to settlement.
In 1879 the first railway tapped ite
fertile plains, and from that time untll
the present immigration has come in
slowly. But pot until 1887, when a
jittle “handful®? of exiles trom Utah
pettled within its borders, were ils
farmiog facllities acknowledged or
advertired, There wounld be ample
room in southern Alberta for a larger

population than that which now in-
inhabits the Territory of Utah.
From this place I return to the south
to visit the Bannock Stake of Zion,
ANDREW JENSON.
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The NEwS has been kindly per-
mitted to make use of the following in-
teresting commun'cation:

Lalg, Oanvu, H. I,
Beptember 29, 1894,

To the officers, members and attend-
ants of the Oxford Sabbath school,
Oxford, Idaho, U. B. A.

Beloved Friends and Companiong:—
Like unto the old adsge, ‘*better late
than never,”” I take great pleasure in
communicating & few words to you all
through the medium of my pen,which
I sincerely hope wiil find you one anu
all enjoying the great boon of good
health, and also the benign influence
of God?’s holy Bpirit which brings true
happiness to the goul of man.

Ten long months have come and
pumbered themeselves with the past
gince I grasped the parting hand with
you all, priot to my leaving friends,
relatives and the dear old mountain
home, to go abroad in the world, to &
strange land and people as an embassa-
dor of truth and salvation, to banish
darknees with Christ’s Gospel, and de-
clare a message of giad tidings of good
things to mankind, Andthough three
thousand miles are stretched bstween

us, I have mnot forgotten you, no,
far from it, snd how [requently
and vividly deo cherished mem-
orles of our past aesociations

present themgelves to my mind, giving
me joy, not sorrow, for on my part
those times are reflected on with satis-
factory feelings of friendsnip and
brotherly love., In spiritand thought
[ am often with you; but of course in
reality 1 am separated far from you,
whicn separation was caused by a
divine call from Almighty God and
accepted with those feelings which all
true servants have who wish to uo
their duty and serve Him, the giver of
all good. I regret not that I was
chosen in this capacity, but rejolce
exceedingly, for there is honor in help-
ing & cause that is just, Certainly
Gud’s work is mighiy and we could be
engaged in no better,

I am truly thankful to be able to say
that while I have thus labored, I have
been and now am the happy recipient
of many rich blessinge; I never in my
life felt betler physically or spiritually,
am much Iinterested in my missionary
labors amongst this branch of the
nouse of lsrael, have received kind
treatment at their generous hands, and
my desires are to be a useiul instrument
in the Almighty’s hauds in elevating
them to a higher standard of purity
and righteousness. But I realize that
to do so Wwill require strong faith,
earpest prayer and diligent work on
my part; for in this part of the
vipeyara we have [o become
acquainted with a different mode of
living than that to which we are ac-
customed to in Zion, and also have
guite a difficult language to learn.
However, where there is a will there
iea way, and I feel to trustin Him
who doeth all things well, and be
patient; for patience is the rope of

a(‘:‘lvancement along all the lines of
life,

It may perhaps be well for me to
give a little space to a few points of &
descriptive natureand I trust that they
may prove interesting to you. After
leaving the city of Ban Francisco and
sailing in a steamer in a southwest-
erly direction over the placid waters of
the great Pacific ocean for about seven
days, covering a distance of about
2,100 miles, one comes to & group of
islandes Enown as the Sandwich or
Hawalian islands, strelching from
latitute 19 deg. to 23 deg. and from
west longitude 155 deg.to 161 deg.—
twelve in number. Eight of them are
inbabited and the area of the whole is
6,000 square miles, Their names are
Hawaii, Maui, Lanal, Kahoolawe,
Molokai, Oahu, Kaui and Niibau; and
Molukini, Lebua, Kaula and Bird
islands are barren rocks. The popula-
tion of the islands 88 per the report of
CaptalnCook in 1779 was 400,000, In the
year 1840 a census was taken and 132,
000 was found., The last census, this
year, showed 34,000—a decreasze of
1,800 per year. The entire population
today, foreigmers included, iz about
90,000, of which Chineese, Japanese
and Portuguese form the principal
part.

During the few months of my stay
in this country my labors have been
confined to the islands of Kauai,
Hawail and Oabu, the one I am now
on; but speaking from a general
standpoint it 18 indeed a Ipvely
country, the climate is withouta rival
on earth, It is never hol and never
cold, There is no summer and no
winter, but perpetual spring. It is in
the trude wind belt, insuring eoolness
and perfect ventilation. The country
is mountsincus and the soil volcanie,
insuring perfect dralnage. (ool
breezes ever come from the sea, with
just enough rainfall to keep the foliage
always & beautiful green. Long, hot,
dry weather with intolerable dustis
onknown., The grass is always green
and there is a refreshing sweetness in
the air that is like our beauntiful June
mornings at home, This kind of
weather, with flowers, fraite, birdsand
sunshine throughout the eutire year,
ir what ocontributes largely to make
Hawaii the paradise of the Pacifie.

Among the numerous varieties of
beautiful flowers which spread over
the islands, are the lovely oleanders
which grow to be large trees and fill
tne air with a delightiul fragrance;
the pretty red geranium which grows
witbh but little caltivation and in some
places I might say wild, similar to
gsagebrush in our country; the water-
lily is also found in many places. The
different epecies of roses bloom the
year round giving the appearance of a
pretty garden., The fruits grown here
are bananas, pine-upples, cocoanuts,
oranges, limes, lemone, the native
mango and ohia, asort of apple; the
bread fruit is also found in abundanpce,
The vegetation is prolific—the hill
sides covered with a heavy growth of
tropieal woods, the bright and varled
colors of whoee foliage produce bril-
liant efflects when seen againet the
dark and bold cutline of the mountain
ranges. The varieties of ferns are
numerous, numbering about 125 or
more, some growing very large. One
beautiful feature of the country is,

there are no ferocious beasts or wild




