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404, GEORGE 0. GANNON,

OF . UTAIXL,

In the House of Reprecsentalives,
Wednesday, Aprit 19, 1882,

WE“publish below the Tull text of
the gpeech of Hon. Geo. Q. Caunon,
in the House of ‘Representatives, on
the question of the admission of the
Delegate ‘from Ulah, We give ‘it
place out of its order in the debate,
as we know (hat his ecnstituents
are anxicus to see his: remarks,
Several speakers precetéd” him and
followed lli‘m,'ﬂnﬂ._thi?f,};ﬁa‘:nder of
the debate will be published in the
regular order: 1 fuley

Mr, Cdnnon’sald:’’

Mr. Speaker: AsI have not pre-
pared any writlen remaiks, I will
reel greatly obliged {o members if
they will allow me to proceed . with
whet I have to #ay, withcut inter-
ruptioRie w3 i Sl ttol

P did not expect when this debate
commencedy to-have gnythiog to
say upon this question, unless. the
recessily  shouid arice such  as 1
think has artigen. 1 weould feel
ashemed, Mr. SBpeaker, if I_could
get the opportunity that has,keen
afforded me now, to go.back, sheuld
the
vacant, to m{; constituents with
saying something jn_reply (o the
many charges which, have, been
made against fhem " by, various
spsaBgraduring this deb.le, _

I am comforted, Mr., Bpeaker, by,
one reflecticn,
which.has been 80 much vaunted
upon this floor, and which has beyn
held up in contradistinctlon fo that
gystopi which many of my constitu-
ents belleve iu, was iteelf a perse-
cnted zect, and its founder was cru-
cified Peiween two thieves. And
from that day until the present
every man .who has ever slood
among bis fellowmen to declare
principles .which c¢ameo_ in conflict
with popular ideas, hés in almost
every instance, had to lay down his
life a8 a proof of the sincerity of his
convictions concerning that which
he has taughtf. ‘There bas been po
end of falce Biatemeén'!s msade on.
this floor concerning the pecple with
which I am connected But while
this flcod of false statemenis P as
been pouring over the country, ¢on-
c:mming 1he pecple of Utah, scaicely
a voice has been heard in thelr de-
fense, ; AN |

Those who attempied to  say
somelhing  favorable concerning
them in the firgt dleeussion which
tock place upon the Utah case were
gneered at and were derided and
Jaughed almoet out of the arepa, to
prevent them from saying & word
resceciing the morality, icdustry,
the good order, or other good
qualities the people of Utah po-sees.

Sir, that people have guffered per-
secution, but 1 did mnot expect the
day would come when, on the floor
of the American Congress, the fact
that they had been driven five times
from their homes would be ciled as
a resson why they shenld etiil be
ill.treated, and why further Inhu-

sn resoluilons should lie sdopted
agalvst them. But this has been
the case in this discussion. The
fact ttat they lived in Qhlo, the
fact that they lived in Missouri, the
fact that they lived in Illincis, and
that, mobbed,plundered,and driven
out, they took their ﬂig'hi: into the
wildernezs, has been urged as a rea-
son why they should be freated now
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as is proposed, as has been enacted

in the law that has passed this body
and paséed the’ other house, and
that is now on the statute-beok, and
algoas & reason why the pecople
should be depiived of,their repre-
sentation on this fioor.

In 1847, Mr, SEpesker, in company
with a Jarge number of oihews, 1
reached Utah Territory, which was
then @ portion of the Mexican Re-
public. While we were al Council
Bloils in the summer of 1845 a de-
mand was madie by the Federal
izovernment upon the traveling
camps of the Mormon people for five
hundrad young men to ealist in a

battalion to go to California and
- Those
fivo hundred young iuen enlistedy
ped with others of their
countrymen in conquéring and ce-
curing California, which then com-

filcht in the Mexican war,

and they hel

prised wha' is now Uiah Territer

and adjacent Territorie:, including

the now State of Nevada.

Before the  treaty of Guadelupe

Hidalgo, we had reached Salt Lake|vidasally, and, though appe
City, and one of our firgt acts after:

That Christianity |

|reaching that place was to
hoist the United States flag and to
take possession of the country as
citizens of .the . United Btates.
Though we had fled from religious
persecutions there was deeply im-
planted i our hearts a love for the
institutions of this country. We
kEnew that there was no form of
government upon the face of the
earth that could be compared with
 thiis under which we dwell; that the
largest ible liberty that man
eould desire could be enjoyed un-
der this Comnstitution, which had
been secured by 8o many sacriflces,,
And though wemight have formed
alliances with others, with.neigh-
boring powers, there was no disposi-
tion of that kind. The people were
fondly aitached to their country, to
its Institutions, and to its Cunaﬂ‘tuﬁ
tion, At tuat time there were com-
paratively few of foreign  birth
among.  ithe people. A provisional
goveroment was formed as guickly
as posgaible, under which the. people
dwelt until they could bring fheir.
condition before Congress, A8 soon-
as practicable delegates were sent
down to Washington asking for the
admission of the country as ihe
State of Deseret, this being the fitle
that was given  to the provisional
government. "Almon W, Babbitt
came down here in 1849; John M.
Bernhisei came down aflerwards;

voth of them  acting; as delegates

| representing the people, who, as 1

have kaid, had formed a provisional
government, and enscted laws for

ouse vote that this seaf 'iﬂérth.a government of the eouniry and
ou

the maintenance of gcod order.

In September,1850, Utah Territory
was organized, &% the same time
that New Mexico was organized,
and at the same time that Califor-
nia was sdmitted info the Usnlen. =
Our. petition ta be admitied as a
State was denled us, but we were
grat:ited a gerﬂ.toriai form of govern
ment., The,Lirst governor of the
Territory who was appointed was
Brigham Young, concerning  wiiose

man from Wisconsin (Mr, Hazelton)
told you yesterday. He was ap-
pointed by Millard Fillmore and act-
ed as such governor for four years.
At the expiration of that term
Franklin Plerce, who was then
President of the United Siates, re-
appuinted him governor,’and he con-

L ]

tipued to act in that capacity until

 the explration of the second term

of four years. .
John M. Bernhisel came here as
the Delegate from that Ter;t.i,tpfry' a
gentleman whom some few of the
older members here will recollect; a
pmac who in every way adorned the
posilion, and whose counduet in life
and every thing pertaininz to him
was unexceptionable, He was here
far nearly twelve years, He served
uve terius 3 Congress, besides the
Ve Lo was aoie ash iepresentative
of his peoosje prevwus (o ihe organ-
1zation of tne 'erritory.

During his ferm of service here
the law of 1862, fo whigh allusion
has been made, was enacled. He
was & polygamist, as the term goes;

|

had the governor of Utah Territ'nrg-
who gerved the eight yeats for which
he had been a ad. |

; ﬁgnnt_ 1. _
In 1866 William H, Hooper was
elected to serve a3 Delegate from

| Utah,; and continued to serve umntil

1873, when George Q.Cannon was
nominated, elected, and came here
to Congress, With the exception of
one termthat was filled by & gentle-

man of the nsme of Kinney, those

{hree. men whose names [ have
given have represented Ulah Ter-
ritety on this floor during the entire
perivd of the existence of Utah asa
‘Lerritory, mow nearly thirty-two
Y €Ars, | ;
During all that time nof a ques-
tion has been raized, except that to
which sllusion has been made in this
discussion, the question in my own
case, In the Forty-third Congress
my seat wes contesied, a5 the seat
of my Epredecesser had been, not
because he was open to the charge of
lural. marriages, for it was' well
cwn he had butfone wife. His
gsenl Was contested on the ground
thaet e was a Mormon, and his con-
testant ciaimed thatno Mormon was
entitied Lo a seat on this floor.

The first man who contested his
seat had 105 voies against upward
of 12,000 votes given for Mr, Hosper.
That man came here and remained
during the entire gession, anneying

family and the size of it the gentle- |

he had more wives than one, as also | respecting

the sitting Delega’e with hi:claim
to the sent. It was during that con.’
test that all this matter was pub-
lished which has been guoted on the
¥ | other side during thisdiscussion. It
was reporied by a member of the
Committee on Illeciions jrom New
York, who made t{his report indi-
aring on
the record, was responeible for it.

That re
and it was ¢z parie and uncontia-
dicted, because there was no fair op-
portunity given to the people whom
it maligned to meet and disprove
the statements which if contained.
And like other statements which are
constantly being made, they are
again and again guoted as though
they were true because they appear
in this reporf to Congress, Anpd, if
contests should centinue, they will
be again quoted, and .the same kind
of ex naric statements, which are
equally unfounded, will probably. be
quoted from the speeches which
gentlemen have made here to.day,
{ when In reality they will not bear
the least investigation, for they are
?ntma,,and without foundation in
Y1) P

On the 2d day of November, 1880,
in a convention of delegates from all
parts of the Territory of Utab, I re-
ceived, cn my part, the unanimous
pomination for  Delegate to this
Houge. Notwithstanding all that
has been gaid about church and
slate, | assert here that there is no
place in the United Biates where

liberty for the expresgion of opinions
Ly the people respécting the men
whaom they wish to serve them than
there is in the Terfitory of Ulah,

distinct from our church organiza-
tions It is trye that the members of
the ' church #are rembers of th
political pariy, becauge they are all
—that 15, the great hullkof the peo-
pie, now numpupering over 120,000 ac-
cording to the last censuis—members
of that churchk, We have no sal-
gried minlsiers, Tvery man is a
preacher whio is a reputable man
among us. I'rom the miist of the
copgregation men are  called to
preach, very freq uﬁq‘tliy without any
previous notice. All the males over
twenty-one yeard of age of good re-
pute hold office in the church, 1tis

| this, and this alone, which can give]

any color to the statements that
there is & connection between church
and state, e

..Now, I wish to s:y here that)
though I have had probably as
much influ-nee in political mat-
ters as most of the men in the Ter-
ritory of Utah, cccupying as 1do a
pogition of c¢onfidence among the
pe ple, I can state on my honor
that beyond the expression of an
opinio: as s cilizen when asked, a!
no time and under no circumstances
have I endeavored to influence any
man or any body of maen in the Ter-
ritory of Utah r<specring the selec-
tion of any one they had in view
for office, I have npot mysell used

1

|
port was entirely his own,

there is greater freedom and greater‘
| had refused to elect.

Our political organization Is eatirely |
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enis, It was the vnanimous feel-
ing of the delegates coming from all
ts of the Territory |
Ernﬂminated, and I recelved their
unanimous vote., At that time I
was occupying the position of Dele-
gate iu &' ress, No question as
to my eligibility had arizen or could
arice; my constituents had the hest
of evidenee in their possession that
I was eligible from the fact that I

|

stending in this House with an un-
questioned right fo my seat, and
whas in the same position when 1
was voted for and elected. Directly
after the election I came here and
took my seat and served through
the last gession of the Jast Congiess.

But the goveroor of Utah Territo-

K

|

opporiunity to gain fame and make
h?lll}fﬂﬁlf populer, entered, as I have

that I should’

was at that time a Delegate in good |

~—

ry, having an idea that he hsd the|
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other side who previously favored
my case and e8id that.l conldnot b
kept out of my sest on accountef
any alleged dizquslification arising
out of oy marital relations. I have
been heéld in this lmaitinn, bound
hand and foot, until the pareagey
this act; and now i{'is proposed ty
make this lJaw operative against ms
to expel me literaliy from theHouse
not by a two-thirds vote, bat by a
majority vote. | |
If any gentlemen feel that they
can vote thus'to exclude me and be
jusilfied because of the clamor that
is raiged about Utalr and the peopls
of Utah and the religion of the peo.
le of Utah, I do not envy their
?egﬁln s, but from the bottom of my
heart 1 pity them. Of couree every
‘man must be responsible to himeelf
atid his constituency and his God
for whatever vote he may cast., [

full reason to believe, into .a congpl-
racy with ouliers to precipitate upon
the country thjs question, for the
agitation of which a favorable op-
;m'rtunlty_ had been long aﬁuﬁl}lt—._ 0
furnish some excuse for nullifying
the election, and either making the
seat of the Dal:;gateixl vacmt:nl'l;, or hﬂﬁia
&4 ImMAN occupy It whom e people
I having been
born in a foreign land, he affected
to enteriain the beliet that I was not
‘frﬂperlj naturalized. At our lest
Interview, before I came to Wash-
ington to occupy mg seatat the last

me he thought some

ﬁ'm}ﬂnn’ flﬁ tol 301
question would arise on that point,
1 told him then that it was a matter
whichijthe House liad decide? in the |
Forty-fourth’ Congress. that the
question had been fully examln
and adjudicated, and I thought
there ought to be some tiive 1y a
man’s life when the sfatufé oo le-
'vose should i.tervene to prevent
his being annoyed. upon a uestion
of tha! k nd, especlally affer it had
been r0 thoroughly investigated, 1
told him further th«tit was the pro
vinee of Congress to decide upsn the
unl feations of 1.8 members. Buat
?I:I accordance, as I Lelieve, with this
pre<arranged programme, he with-
held from me the certificats of elec-
uam. . ., P e
I came here, a8 youn know, and
claimed my seat #8 I had dons be-
fore. [ ecourtéd investigation. 1
have been willing that this charge
should be thoroughly re examined,
although, as I said, it was thorongh.
ly investigated by the Commi
on KElections of the Forty-four:h
Congress, who unanimously report-
ed that I was a citizen of the Uaited
Btates, Smce this session began a
diutgnguie_had Republicau member
of the Committee on Elections, well

1
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any iofluence of that Ekind that
ceunld possibly be called by any one
improper, . When 1 speak thisof
myself of course I speak of my
OWn nal Enowledge. Buat 1
think I can say the same for the
rest of the leading men of Utah,
Whatever icfluence they have ured
has been always to have the people
select and vote for men who wou'!d
worthily fill the offices. Knowing
the jealousy there is abroa
this matter, there 1is
the greatest care exerciged 20 #s 10
prevent anything from occur
ring which would give color to the
prejudice exisling upon this point;
vet of course where men have in-
fiuence, if tLeir cpinions are acked
theilr views will always have con-
siderable weight.

Al the forms of political  proced-
vre prevail in Utah as in cther
Territories and in the States, The]
. people hold their primary meelings
elect delegates, and those delegntes,
meet in conveniion, sometimes in-
s:rucied whom they are to votefor and
somelimes not, and every delegate
has the right o express his views
in favor of or againstany candidate,
and to vole for whom he pl-ases,
and as tha secret ballot vails in
Utah there can possibly be no Inter-
|feiénce cn the part of any ove to
prevent citizens from expressing
| their unbiased choice for any candi-
date, It was a convention of this
kind, composed of delegates from =li
parts of the Territory, which nomi-
nated me as Delegate to Congress.
I had given my friends to under-
stand that I was not. a caudidate,
and bad done o upon every previ-
ous occzsion . when I had been
nominated; for you know, gentle-
men, the position I have occupled
here new for nine years is one
which no ono capable of filling the
place would desire to cccupy. Itis
not pleazant to be made a {argel for
evely mwan wbo wishes to gain cre-
dit for hiz morality tcaim bis arrows
at. In coming here, however, 1
have been sustained by the eonsci.
ousnegs that I was at a post of duty
where 1t was necessary for some one
torepresent the pecple and thatI had

— e

' the law to declare the result of the

known, if not pe:sonally at least b
reputation, to every member of t_hg;
House, Hon, Martin L. To#nsend, |
to!d me—and I will be pardoned for|
mentioning his name tecause I have
no doubt he would be quite willing
I should use it—“Mr. Cannon, there
is nothing whatever in ihis charge
about you not being a cilizen. j
went to the bottom of that case my-
gelf in the Feorty-fourth Congress,
and if you sro nota naturalized ei:i-
zen I do not know whers to look for
one.” PEut at ‘this session my case
was referred, and fourteen of a com-
mittee com of fifteen membera
of the House have declded thatl
was properly elected. ' Of that there
‘can be no question; for the governor
himself in my presence gave to the’
Clerk of this House last, winter
his deecision upos the election; and
in response t> my question, in the:
resence of the then Clerk of the
ouse,*(Jovernor,do you admit that
this is your official action?” he re-
‘plied that it was. [n that decision
he sta‘ed (and it is his duty under

r

election) that I had 1eceived 18,568
voles and my competitor 1,357, 'T'his
is the decision also of your commit
te-; and further, they decide after
thorough discussion and examina-
‘tion that I am =2 citizen and, so far
as election and eltizenship are eon~'
ceroed, am entitled to mYy seat.
“Mr. Speaker, it is now clear, that
if I had had my rights I should have
come here with a certifieate from
the Territory of Utah underthe real
or the Territory, signed by the gov-|
ernor and ‘eountergigned by the see-
retary of the Territory. That would
have besn my position i{f 1 had not
been defrauded of my rights. 1 eay
“defranded;” it is not too strong a
erm. [ was defrauded of  m
rights and thus jrevented from
taking ‘my seat on ‘this floor; and
the country has been inundsated
‘with falsehood since  the eleetion
eigh'een imonths agd 1o m:ke the
public believe that I wah not eligible
[to aseaf: I have been held in that
tion until within a few weeks a
w of Congress has been passed
which now di:qualifies me in the

J
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|

¥ | position than I was at that {ti

t

donot question the right of any
member to vote a8 he may deem’
best. I do notquarre! with any man
on that account. His is the re.
spongibility. I do not do so now;
but I say it is a great wrong to thus
act. ‘Whalever may be said about
my constituents or myself does not
Justify the violation of the Coonati-
fution and the laws in my case.
1t is conceded by the best lawyerns
in this House if that recent law had
not been passed my case would have
been a geod one, motwithstanding
the report of the Commitfes on,
Elections, and ¥ csuldnct have been
kept out my seat by that report nor
by any reasoning embodied in'if
'T{l’iﬂ,ﬁ the unanimous opinion of
the best lawyers in this House., T

Ined | had no fears about the subject my-

gelf, I was undisturbed as to what
the result ‘wotrld ‘bhe. But when
this law was passed ' I koew it was
intended to furnish ground of justi
fleation for voling against me 'for
m:ny who were doubtful previcusly
as ];dn wﬂh_at ;gtg{}he f s%;:]d ?at,
Ker, ifrelig preju
if re!ighfe: animority, if ailegam
again st the people of Utah are tobe
ace-pted as the Toundations upon
which action in my case is to be bas-
ed, then itisclear I am fo be ex-
cluded, and éannot take my seat. If
these are to be acc:pted as reasons
why Utah should not-have repreaen.
tation, then certainly all reprezenta.
tion will be siricken down on this
floor, and the seat of the Delegate
from Utah Territory, legaliy elected
under the laws and vnder the Con-
stitution, will be declared vaeant.
But I ark you, gentlenten, allof
you, who say the pevpls of Ulsh
shall obey thie law, wili you who =ay
we shoukd ‘comply with the Jaw, re.
ligion or no religion, will you set us
the examyle by smiling law down
here, in what ought to be the temple
of justice? Will yon do this? Wil
you who ask equity from the peopls
of Utah do equity, cr will you deny
us eguity, and say we shall not have
it because thereare allegations made
against Utah Territors; because they
are falsely accured of every thing
that is vile, and charged with being
bad men, just as the first Christiaus
were when Nero burped them, made
torches of them, ond justified him-
gself in doing so—will you, because of
the alleged bad character of the peo-
pleof Utsah, be guil‘y of this greal
wrong? - " ¢ .
L say to you, DMMr. Speaker, tial
before I would be guilty of thiat,]
would want my right hand to lose
its cuhncj’gf and my tongue to cleave
1o the roof of my rmouth-—ay! before
I would tear cut the corner-stone
th's grand and glerious temple
liberty which bas béen reared wil
g0 much costly toil and sacrifice,tes!
ngt the c;:trner-umne of therizhte
the prople lo representation. y
‘' That, eir, has been conegded
Utah from the begivning, You noy
prescribe by law certain diequalif

| cations. This, upon no principle¢

fairne:s can spply tome, It w
be an cutrage to have it do so.
would be giving légisiation 2 ret:
aclive effect. I am Justas eligi
to this reat in Congress to-day,
was the first Mondsy in Decembe
1873, when the Foriy-third Co
convened in this Hall of
presentatives;  for this new law d
not affect me., I have not exp
myself to itg disqualifying e¢'a
My eligibility has not been in
fered with in the I=ast. T have
committed ‘any act whieh ma
me any more un:suitable to 't

And “if this 'idca shall preval
which is the ground upon which ¢
majority of the commiitee " bd
théir repori~thatl every Cengrl
shall have the right to prescribend
qualifications for Delegates to Of
gress, imagine the condition of ¥
pepp]’ﬂ of the Territory, They ek
a man in good faith, belleving the

the solid support of my constitu.

opinion of many gentlemen c¢n the

have a righit to e ect him, and be
cause of rome whim or eaprice




