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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

JUNE 1842842

thursday 23 1I published the following
to the church of jesus christ ol01 latter day

saints and to allalt the honorable part of the com-
munity it becomes my duty to hy before the
church of jesus christ of latterletter day saints and
thetha ppublic

1

bublic generally some important facts rela-
tive to the conduct and character of dr john C
bennettbannett who has lately been expelled from the I1

aforesaid church that the honorable part of com-
munity aty be aware cfof his proceedings and be
ready to treat him and regard him as he ought to
bobe regarded vizviza as an impostor and
lararlarer

itis a matter of notoriety that theth said dr
johnrohn C bennett became favorable to the doctrines
taughtlaught by thetha elders of the church of latter
day saints and located himself in the city of
naunauvoo about the month of august 1840 and

oonisloa after joined the church soon after it wagwas
known that liehe hadbad become a member of said
church a communication was received at nauvoo
from a personparson of respectablerespect ibieible character and re
siding la the vicinity where bennett had lived

eisthis letter cautioned us against himhimi setting forth
that he was averya very mean man and had another
wife and two or three children in
ville mongMorgmorganwangan county ohio but knowing that it
is no uncommon thing for good men to be evil
boken against thetha aboa letter was kept quietquieu
but heldfield in reserve I1 n

hahe had not been long in nauvoo before hebe be-
gan

be-
zan to keep company with a young lady one of
our citizenscitizensp and she being ignorant of his havingbaving
a wife living gave way to llishis addresses and be-
camecame confident from his behavior towards her
that he intended lo10 marry her and this he gave
herber to understand liehe would do I1 seeing thetha
folly of such an aacquaintancequain tancefance persuaded him to
desist and on account of discontinuinghis continuing his course
finally threatened to expose him if liehe did notriot
desist this to outward appearance had the
desired effect and the acquaintance between
them was broken otoft

but likeilke one of thethet most abominable and de-
praved beings which could possibly exist hebe only
broke off hlahiahi i publicly wicked actions to sink
deeperkeeper into iniquity and hypocrisy when he
sawaw that I1 would not submit to any such conduct
he went to some of the females in thetha city who
knew nothing of him but as an honorable mauman
and begin to teach them thatchathat promiscuous inter-
coursecour aa between thetha sexes was a doctrine believed
in by the latter day saints and that there was
no harm inotin it but this failing lieha had recourse to
a more al and desperately wicked course
and that was to parsuadesuad them that myself and
others of the authorities of the church not only
sanctioned but practisedpracticed thetha bameearna wicked acisacts
and when asked why I1 publicly preachedpreaclied so maciimacli
against it said that it was bepause of the poejuu-

dica of tha public and that it would causecausa trou-
ble in my own house ilehe was well awareavaraaware of tilethe
consequence of such wilful and basebaser falsehoods
ifit they should come to my knowledgeknowledgetedwey and con-
sequentlyent endeavored to persuade his dupea to
loaakapp it 1a matter of secresy persuading them
eliere would be no harm if they should not make
it known z thisthia proceeding on his partparr answered
the desired end he acaccomplishedcomplis ludiudled hilshis wicked pur-
poses halip seduced allan innocentInno cant fedda by his

her ch to public dis-
grace should it ever boba known

batbit hishn depraved heart would not buffie him to
stop hhirehyetreire not being contencontentedtetteJ with having dis
saeedgacia one female liehe made tilethe attempt upon
otothersliers and bybi thethoth same plausible taletalfe overtimeovercame
them also evidentlyeviden y not caring whose character
waswai runnel so that his wicked lustful appetites
might ha gratifiedd

somesame jimelime about the eailycaily pirt of july 1841
I1 received a letter from elderfelder 11II smithsinith and vmwill
law whow 19 werewera then in pittsburgh P
tibia ietterletter was dated june and contained
the parparticulars1 of a conversiconversationtion betwixt them
andandaa respectabletabletabie gentlemanin from tiletha beigneighbor-
hood

ihoribor
wwherehere bannettaBanBin wife ani children resided

ire stated to them that htwait was a captfact ththitit
had a wifewideife and children living and thattint she had
ntft hun besabecabecauseuse of illshis ill treatmanatmarmintmirtt towards her
Thixhislettergletter aswaswag read to bennett which liehe did not
attempt to0o danysdany butut candidly acknowledged tiletiie
odet I1

soonsool after this information reached ourout ears
dr banatt madimidi an attempt by taking
p butbill helie being discovered before fti t had
tan ii and tiletila proper antidotes belaibeing ad-
ministered liehe recovered but liehe very much
reslirebiirasitedted viivil n auall atiattempttempt waswag undamide totd save hinmai
the public impreimpressionlotifell was ihathathatthehe wawai sd much
achimahamzham dl ofor hililt bass and wicked conduct that he

hdbid recourserecorecourseoursaarsiursi to thefile above daede to escape the cen
aresarea of HItiit indignant community

it illi giltglit havebave a supposed that theom circuit
stancesfiances in tiie manner would
lavt caical a reformation in his con
tuat butut ulasulta like a ballebriny totally deduinodutnoduine off

comdoll decencydencyency andbuld without any
over his fipassions liehe waswai sooilsoon busily if
the grimewim wicked careercarmer and continued uuntilgitil a

0othethe samems reareachedcled my earseara I1ijacint
aneditaI

1

charged simlla withwah it and lielit admit teatedI1

that etwasit wabwas true but in order to put a stop to all
such proceedings fortor the future VI1 publicly
claimed it and had those females notified
to appear before the proper officers that the whole
susubjectt might be investigated and thoroughly ex
poe d

duringdurig the course of anveinvestigationstiza tion the foreore
going facts wewere provedreproved by credible w witnessesit nesses and
were divornorn and subscribed to before an alder-
man of the city on the uitnil the documents
containing thewe itiivievidencedence are nownow iu rnyrayrn posses-
sionI1

we also ascertained by the above investigation
that others hadhid been led by his conduct to pursue
tiletho same adulterous practice and iuin order to ac-
complishcom their detestable designs made use of the
same languagelangu alaaga insinuated bbyy bennett with this
difference that they did not hear me say anything
of the kind but bennett was one of the heads of
the church and liehe had informed them that such
was the fact and they credited hisills testimony

thetha public will perceive thethie aggravating nature
ofor thisthi case and will seeseethethe propriety of this ex-
posure had liehe only been guilty of adultery that
vlasvias sufficient totd stamp disgrace upon himbirn be-
causedaulau he isa a man of better information and has
bebeen heldheid highI1 in the estimation of many but
when it is considered thattint his mind was so intent
upon his cruelcruelandand abominable deeds and bisbigdisownown
reputation not being sufficient to enable liimhim to
do it he must make use of my name in order to
efface his pupurposes an enlightened public will not
be astonished at the course I1 have pursued

in order that it may be distinctly understood
that he wilwllwilfullyfally and knowingly lied in the above
insinuations I1 will lay before my readers an affi-
davit taken beforebe foreanan alderman of tilethe city after
I1 had charged him with theseth se things

state of illinois I1

city ofor nauvoo J
Persopersonallynilly appeared before me daniel IL wellwello

an alderman of said city ofor nauvoooo00 johjohn C
bennettbannett who being duly sworn according to law
deposeth and saltsaleralthsaithh that benverhe never was taught
eliyellyanythingthing inin the leatlealeatt contracontrary to thotile strictest
principles of thatiie gosper or of virtue or ofof the
laws bof god or man under any circumstances
oior upon any occasion either directly or indirect-
ly in word or deed by joseph smith arddaridarldarid that
he never Jknewneav thertiie said smith to countenance
any improperampro

fier conduct whatever either iniri public
orp and that helie never did teach me in pri-
vate that an illegal illicit inhereintercourseourse with remalesfemales
wiswas iiunder any justifiable and
that I1 never knew him so to teach others

JOHN C BENNEMBENNETT
sworn to andfind subscribed before me this

dakofday of mavmwhav AD 1912
DANIEL II11 WELLS alderman

the following conversation took place inin the
city council and was elicited in consequence of
its being reported that the doctor had stated that
I1 had acted in1 I anall indecorous mannmantlernerter andarid given
countenance to vices practisedpracticed by tilethe doctor and
others I1

dr john C bennettbannett ex mayor was then called
upon bytheby the mayor to0 o state if helher knew aught
against nimrum when mr Bbannettanett ierepliedplied I1 knowow

what I1lamiamard about and the headsleads of the church
know what they ara about I1 expect I1 have no
difficulty with tilethe leads of the church I1 pub-
licly avow thatalint any onaons whobe has saidsald that I1 have
stated that general joseph smith has given me
authority to hodholdbod illicit intercourse with r omen
iaig a ai liiiii in the facetace of aggodod those who have said
it are damned liars themirethey are infernal hirsbirs ileHs
never either in public or privateprivatesteg gave me anyant
such authority or license and any person wiowho
states it is a scoundrel andnd a liar I1 have heard
it said that I1 should become a second avardavara bby
withdrawwithdrawinglucluZ from the church and thatthai I1 wawaswagg at
variance with the 1 eadsleads and should use anah influ-
ence against them because I1 resigned the office
of mayor highisthis jsis false I1 havehive no difficulty with
thetw heads of the church and I1 intend to continue
with youabu allaliand hope the timelime may come when I1
may be restored to full confidenceconridenceJence and fellowship
and my former standing in thetha church and that
mv conduct may helie such as to warrant my resto
ratrationionlon and should thetha time ever come that I1 may
havehive tilethe opportunity to test my faith it will then
be wilethel lamaiamaI1 ama traitor or a true man

josphjosjoi ph smithsinith then asked will you pleasepleasa state
definitely whether you know anything against my
characterr eitherelther in public or private

bennittbennett answered I1 dod not inn all my
intercourse with general smith inill public and in
private lie iluslids llenlien strictly virtuous
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1 may 19 1842

after I1 had done all in my power to persuade
him to amend liiiii conduct annlI1 aliese facts wereve re
fullyfuty notdiotriot only by tetestimonystimon ctbutu t 1by
ilishial own co nf I hefie havinhayl ackach nowieiviedd reded

that they were true and seeing no cl s 0off
any satisfaction from his future life the liandhand of
fellowshipfellows hipbip was withdrawn from him as 4 member
of tilethe church by the officers but on account of
his earnestly requesting that wenye would not pub
hlishsh him to the world we concluded not to do so
at that time but would let the matter rest until
we saw the effect of what we hadlied already done

it appears evident that as soon as helie perceived
that liehe could no lengerlonger jaimaintainI1 etain his standing as
a member of the church nor illshis respectability
as a citizen hohe came to the conclusion to leave
thetile place which he haslias done aandn d that very ab-
ruptly and had lie done so quietly and not at-
tempted to deceive the people around him hihiss
casepase would not have excited the indignation of
the citizens so muchmurmuc h as his real conduct has dohedone
in order to make illshis case look plausible lie has
reported that he had withdrawn from the church
because we were not worthy of hisbis society thusthud
instead ofor manifesting a spirit of repentance he
has to the last proved himself to be unworthy tilethe
confidence or regard of any upright person by
ivingtonlying to deceive thetiie innocent and committing
adultery ju the most abominable and degraded
manner

we are crediblecrediblyy formedinformedin thattilet hele has cocoUecodeLeagued
with some of our former wicked persecutors the
missouriansMissour ians and has threatened destruction upon
nsus but we should naturally suppose that lie
would be so much ashamed of himself at the in-
jury liehe has already done to those who never in-
jured but befriended him in every possible man-
ner that liehe could never dare to lilt up hisills head
before an enlightened public with the design
eitherelther to misrepresent or persecute but be that
as it may we neither dread bimhim nor his influence
but this much we believe that unless ilehe is deter-
mined to fillfil up the measure of his iniquity and
brimhrimbring sudden destruction upon himself from the
handorhand of the almighty he will be silent and never
more attempt to injure those concerning whom
he has testified upon oath ilehe knows nothing but
that which is good and virtuous

thus I1 have laid before the church of latter
day saints and before the public the character
and conduct of a man who hashag stood high in the
estimation of many but from the foregoing factsfads
it will be seen that lie is not entitled to any credit
but rather to be stamped with indignity and dis-
grace so far as habe may bobe known what I1 have
stated I1 am prepared to prove having all the
documents concernconcerninghw thetiia matter in my posses-
sion butibut I1 think that to say further is unnecessary
as tilethe subject is so plain that no one can mistake
the true nature of thetho case I1 remain yoursvours
respectfully JOSEPH SMITH

nauvoo june 23 1842
I1 have been engaged in domestic affairs and

counseling tiletiie linthbrethrenreurea the last week
I1 addressed the following letter to richmond

1 I1 I1
1 nauvoo june 23 18421912

sister jennettaJenren nettanelta richard AagreeablytreeVreeably to your
request in tintile mci of all thethet bustle indand business
of the day anaf the care of all the churches both
at home and abroad I1 now embrace a moment
to addresaddressapa feireifew words thinking cerad ven-
ture it may behe a insconsolation to you to know that
you too are remembered by metile as well as all the
saints

prayer o
daydaylong for all thethe saints undand idianirian especial and

manner forhor those whomwhon he hathbath chosen
and anointedanonii ted to bear tiletiie heaviesheaviesti burbuttburtrensliens inlitheinthethe
heat of thetile day among which number Is your
husband received a maiimail iain whom I1 have thetile
most implicit coconfidence and trust you say I1
bavehave got him rboibolsoi bavehave in the which I1 rejoice
for he hishas done me great good andlind taken a great
burthen otoil 1myn y shoulders sincosincesince ills arrival ina
nauvoo Nneverever did I1 have a greater intimacy
with aayany man than with hiohim naysly the blessings
ocof elijah crown his headfied for ever and ever we
are aboutphout to gendsend hlenhien in a few days after hhhis dear
family lie thau have kurbunouroun prayers fervently marfar
hisliiills safe arrival to therthen embraces and may god
speed his journey chid return him quickly to our
society andiandland I1 want you beloved sister to be a
general in this matieymatter in helping himfilm along which
I1 know you wiltwill ileiia will behe able to teach youyon
manimanxmany thingthins which youyon never have heard you
may havehare implicit coconfidence in the same

I1 have heard much about you by the twelve
and in consequence of the great friendship that
exists between yyourlaur husband and menie and the
information thoythey all have given me of your virtuegirlue
and strong attachment to thetha truth of the work
ofor god in uiehie last diss I1 have formed a very
strong brotherly friendship and attachment for
yon I1inn the bondsbonas 0of the gospel although I1 never
Ssiwsiwsawaw youyoa I1I1 shshillshallaliall be exceedingly glad to see you
face to face and tevit amletoable to administer in tiletiie
natilename ofor the lord somesoma of the wordwords of ilfelife to
your consolation lindand I1 hope that you may be I1

kept steadfaststeadfastlyinn the faith even unto the end
I1 want yott should give myilly love and tender

begird to br richardsricharda family and who arear
friendly enough to me to inquire after menia in that
region of country not having but very little time
to apportioniodlod to any one and havlathavens stolen this
opportunity I1 therefore subscribe myself in
haste your most obedient brothbrotherr in thethath falness
of the gospel JOSEPH SMITH

PS br richards havinghatinghavinhatin been with me for a
long time cancelil give you anyaayansany information which
you needreed andend willnellwill tellteil you allail about me I1

be ventverr ananxiouslis for lilitailia13 return he is a great prop
to mehie lalri myray labos

the war has cost great britain
per annum since its commence-

ment
friday 24 called st johns day I1 rode in

masonic procession to the grove where a large
assembly of masons and others listened totoanloanan ad-
dress from president aldon dined at the ma-
sonic hall hotel kept by br alexander mills

wrote governor carlin as follows
nauvoo june 24 1842

thomas carlin governor of the state of illinois
dear sir it becomes my duty to layjay before

vonyou some facts relative to the conduct of our
major general john C bennett which hatahav
been proven beyond tiletho possibility of dispute
and which he himself has admitted to be true in
my presence

itisit Is evident that hishs general character is that
of anall adulterer of the worst kind and although
hebe has a wife and children living circumstances
which have transpired in nauvoo have proven to
a demonstration that he cares not whose charac-
ter is disgraced whose honor Is destroyed nor
who suffers so that his lustful appetite may be
gratified and further he cares not how many
nor howbow abominable thetile falsehoods he has to
make use of to accomplish hisins wicked purposedpurposesselsei
even should it be that hebe brings disgrace upon a
whole community t

some time ago it having been reported to imaa
that some of the most aggravating cases of abdull
tery hadlied been committed upon some previously
respectable females in our city I1 took proper
measures tousto certainarertainerlain the fouthtruth of the report and
was soon enabled to bring sufficient witnesses
before proper authority tot establish the following
facts V I1

more than 12 months agoego bennett went to a
tadylady in the city and began to teach her thatthai pro-
miscuous intercourse bet kveen the sexes waswag law-
ful and no harm in iti and requestedrequeststled the privi-
lege of gratifying his passions but she rerefusedfused in
the strongest termterig saying that it1 was befivery
larouwrong to do so alidand itit would bring a disgrace ouon
the ebchurchchurellurcilurell

finding this argument ineffectual he
that inenmen inm bhigher standing infa the church thanthaw
himself not only sanctioned but practisedpracticed ilthele
same deeds and in order to finish the contro-
versy said and affirmed that I1 both taught andabia
acted in the same manner but publicly pro
claimed against it in consequence of the preju-
dice of the people and for fear of trouble in my
own house by this means lie accomplished hishia
designs helie seduced a respectable female with
lying and subjected her to public infamy and
alsaisdisgracerace I1

not contented with what liehe had already done
hefie made the attempt oilon others and by using tha
same language d them also

about the early part of julyjuls 1841 1 received
a letter from pittsburgh pdpj in it was containedcontalned
information setting forth that sa bennett hadbad it
wifevil a and two or three children thti en living tinstina
I1 read to him und helie acknowledged it was true

A veryver short timelime after tinsthis lie attempted to
detroydestroy himself by taking poison but being dis-
covered before it hadlied taken sufficient effect and
proper antidotes administered lie recovered

the boll made upon the minds of the
bl c by this von

evenven was that holip was so ashamed
ofPU his base conduct that lie took this course tto
escape the censures of a justly indignant com-
munity it might havebare been supposed that after
this helie would livehave broke off his adulterous pro-
ceedingsceediece idbutut to the contrary the public conster-
nation had scarcely ceased before liehe was agaidagain

b

deeply involved in the samesama wicked proceedings
and continued until a knowledge of the fact
reached my ears I1 immediately charged MMhiru
with the whole circumstance and he candidly
acknowledgedledgedlodged hahe truth of the whole
iti thetile foregoing facts were established on elathnatii

before anall alderman of the city thetho ammiaffidavitsdavits ammara
now in my possession

in order that the truth might babe fully estab-
lishedaidermanbidermanI1 asked bannettbennett to testify before an alder-
manman whether I1 had given him any causecausa for
suehsuchh uaggravating conduct lieha testified that I1
never taught libin that illicit intercourseIntercouriconri with
femalesfezies was under any circumstances justifiable
neither did hnfin ever hear ane teach anyaily thing butkut
the teetfeet of righteousness and virtue
thisghis affidavit Ni also inin my possession I1 havahav
alsoilaoa a sinisimilarflar affidavit taken before the city caun-
cil pud signed by lhth members of the council

after flips ahingaathing4 transpiredfredIred and fildingfindingfitfir ding flint
I1 should resist all such wicked conductconduce midanil
knowing that he could no longer maintain hmhiro
s- ifaalf as a res peepec table citizen holie hashns seen fit to
leave nauvoo and that very abruptly

I1 have been credibly informed that hahe iscolascolis coicol
leaguing with some of our former cruel
tors thehe Mh and that lie jin tare a ipnill Pd it upon us Aandlidiid uundernder these canedcircum-
stances

M
I1 consider it tny duty to givetive tonvonyou anfor 4

mationmatlon on the subject that a knowlinknowknowledglidiid ci off hiihi
proceedings may bobe before yonyou in dueaue season

it can lo10 proven bvfir hundreds of witnesses thatthit
hahe is ope of the babarestest of litro and that his whole
routine of proceedings whilewllwil lleile among us bahas beenbecil
of the bbasest kindhind

1
1 1 1

itelie ilsoalso stated harebareanra helie hahadd reslesi pd liw
commissicommissionoi as inimborajor beneral to the governor


