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'that it was true; but in order to put a stop to all
such proceedings for the future, I publicly pro-
claimed 2gainst it, and had those females notified
= - o to appear before the proper officers, that the whole
June, 1842. subject might be investigated and thoroughly ex-
= s _ | posed. _
Thursday, 23.—I published the following:— | During the course of investigation, the fore-
TG e e i N Tt e
' *  were sworn and subsecribed to before an alder-
munity,—It bacomes my duty to lay before the jyan of the city, on the 15th ult. The documents
Ghumh of Jﬂlsuﬂ Christ of I.J'.‘I.Ht‘hl' DEF*Sﬂiﬂtﬂ and Eﬂntﬂjﬂiﬂg tha é?iden{-_a are now in m}r ngge’.
the public generully, some important facts rela- giop.
tive to the conduct and character of Dr. John C. |  Wae also ascertained hy the above investigation
Baneu. vi']hu ;:asl Iute:lg.r Im“ E;;Ilwuﬂdtfr?'m the | that others had been led h.y his cuut_im:t to pursue
aforesaid church, that the honorable part of com- the same adulterous practice, and in order to ac-
munity may hﬁ_*“’“fﬂ of his P”{“Ed'"!ﬁ! and be | complish their detestable designs made use of the
ready to treat him, aud regurd him as he ought to g4ma language insinuated by Benuett, with this
be regurded, viz., as an impostor and huaadul'[diﬁ‘-:rﬂmﬁ, that they did not hear me say anything
Lerer. | of the kind, but Bennett was one of the heads of
It is a matter of notoriety that the said Dr.|(he church, and he had informed them that such
John C. Bennett became favorables to the doctrines | was the fact, and they credited his testimony.
;“Ehst ibY “'ﬂd Elld'-‘""ﬂ d“f! the ﬁ_h}“"-'-hh of _1;““-*: The public will pérceive the aggravating nature
ay Saints, an hnﬂate hnut:ls:; in tl ;E:[;? ﬂd of thiscase, and will see the propriety of this ex-
ccon Bt Jolmed 1he chimtir Boow aer kb | Ul ainaett b i s SR o vidl b
: . . was suflicient to stamp disgrace upo Itm, bDe=
known that he hﬂt_i become a mf‘-""bﬂf of ﬂﬂididunse he is a man of better information, and has
church, a communication was received at Nasvnn, r beeu h_elfi high *in the estimation of many. : Buat,
f;;}lm a pill'ﬂﬂn ‘Di ‘:‘EEPE“;"M“ E‘;ﬂfﬂﬁltfr; ;““ mﬂ. | w!mnl:t is cm;s:de:irei that h;:: :Etn:} waadsﬂ intent
suding i the vicinily where nne 13 Ved. lupon his eruoel and a ominable deeds, and his own
This letter cautioned us against him, setting forth  reputation not being sufficient to enihblb ' 1o
I'.h.at he was a very meanht'tl][iun, a'mi Llin% anutl;ler ‘do it, he must make use n:f my uame 11} order to
ville] Morgan.awhen; OR hab Muowing 40t 1 be Shsueub st tllhourbd T Bave facctl
] . |
is no uncffmmuu l]i]il;%’:;ﬂl' énnd men. to be' evil Elﬂ:tc?;:;::ih:ttittlﬁ:;r;; di:i‘:?cﬂ;ml:llfdémtnﬂﬁ
spoken against, the above letter was kept quiet,  that he wilfally and knowingly lied in the above
but held in reserve. insinuations, I will lay before my readers an affi-
E:uh:d Dﬂ:uhﬂ;znl;ﬂﬁ ::Il] f;z:ﬂ:?gtizzzﬁ E:ab:} tllal:rit Ia}l:ﬂn :;:I'E;'e an :}i]dﬁ;manlnf the city, alter
ga eep com s aa char m wi ¢se thingsi—
our citizens; and she heing ignorant of his having | State ufg]ningig, ] ;
a wile living, gave way to his addresses, and be- City of Nauvoo §
came confident from his behavior towards her,| . Personally appeared before me, Daniel H. Wells,
that he intended to marry bEl'; and this he Tave | an alderman of said E'-H.}" of Na[]?.nu' John C.
folly-of waglyan o sqalniaase persisdad BImlo| topetet il eblth - tbet ve nopee ook Bt
| : ’ - eposeth and saith.—that he never was taugh
desist, apnd on account of his continuing his conrse, nul;*thing in the 1-;:{;1;_ eontrary to the ntricl:upst
ﬁﬂ*‘{*"Y threztened fo expose him if hﬂhdi:: “ﬁ'tiprinniplen of the gospel, or of virtue, orof the
denfst- Th.ia., to outward appearance, ha the | Jaws of God or man, under any eircumstances,
desired effoct, and the acquaintance between or wpon any oceasion, either directly or indirect-
them was broken off. : 2 ly, in word or deed, by Jnsﬂp_h Smith, and that
Bat, like one Pr the most ahumma:hla and de- | he never knew the said Smith to countenance
Erﬂ;ﬂd l&eiﬁ_ﬂrﬂ Whl‘ﬂli} ;.:uuld il’?:dihl}' '::‘Hﬂt: :lﬂ Bfﬂﬁ any improper conduct whatever, either in publie
roke off his publicly wicked actions to Il!l'.ll or private; qmi thm_. }.'E. never did teach mein pri-
deeper. into iniquity and hypoerisy. "'When he!yate thatan illegal, illicit intercourse with females,
;nw thattt[ would u?tt?ubtfn;:lﬂe:rg :Ll:i:: ﬁ;lld:f:; | T:m' Emder .".’ll.:l}' ci}i';:umstauces,hjusitiﬁahla, and
e went to some ol the fem: ’ that 1 pnever knew him so to teach others.
knew nothing of him but as an honorable man, JOHN C.BENNETT.
and began to teach them that promiscuous inter- | Sworn to, and subseribed before me, this 17th
course between the sexes was a doctrine believed day of Mav, A.D. 1842, |
in by the Latter Day Saints, and that there was DANIEL H. WELLS, Alderman.
no harn iniit; but this failing, he hﬂ_d recourse to |  The following conversation took place in the
a more influential and desperately wicked course, , city council, and was elicited in consequence of
and that was to persuade them, that myself and |jts being reported that the doctor had stated that
Dthﬁrf of the ﬂﬂlhﬂl‘i!’-i&ﬂ of the Eh'ﬂﬂ!h; not nnlr 1 had acted in an indecorous manmner, and gifﬁn
:?;T:;?;?:dnﬂ::dp:;ﬁ;ﬂfi ;t?i;l;ﬂ;; a;::':i r:;;; cf}:mte-nauca to vices practised by the doclor and
, others;—
aguinst it, said that it was becanse of the preju- - Dr. John C. Bannett, ex-mayor, was then called
dics of the publie, and that it would eause trou- | gpon by the mayor to state if he knew aught
Conmequanca f sueh wiltl 2 bae lsshood, omt 1 ont and ths hods of s charc
» | WA L ] e 1
if they should come to my kuuwledg?. and con- [know what Hwy’um about, ] expect. I have no
fﬂ“ﬂlll}' ﬂﬂdﬂ“"“"?‘}i to persuade Illsi_ dupe-;l to | difficulty with the heads of the ehurch. I pub-
«sep it a matter ol secresy, persuading them | licly avow that any one who has said that 1 have
there would be no harmdff lhEFhfhmll"d not mﬂks 'stated that GE!'I'E‘I'iiIl Joseph Smith has given me
it kunm_ru. This procee ing on IS part answere inuthnrlt}' to held illicit intercourse with women,
the de:uﬁd end; hﬂdaccuminhs.md t::nfwm}cuﬁ pl}I‘r- 'is a litm in the face of God; thvse who have s:[a}d
posag; he seanced an ianocent fem:le by his jt, are damned liars; they are infernal liors. He
lvingy aud subjected her chuaracter to public dis- | n;ver. either in public or private, gave me any
O ER s ior Sead okt b o e O ot el e B
at his de ! E 'states it, is a scoundrel and a liar. ave hear
nt-.ipel:iﬂr#. ?Tut llmin::; m"tedmaft wiﬂ: having dis= | jt said that | should become la second Avard by
graced one femals, he made the altempt upon | withdrawing from the ebhurel, and thar [ was at
u}r.hars ;I&nd, h:fdtlw:laatm; phuilsihln;u]ﬂ. ﬂ‘lil'ﬂl'ﬂi'l'l:lﬁ |varianee ;ﬁlh- 1;:,-_, !feald: and a{hnulrl us:; 3;1 inff}iiu.
them also, evidenily nof caring whose character ence against them, because [ resigned the offize
was rained, so that his wicked, lustful appetites | of mavor; this is f::lae. I have no difhienlty with
might be gm-‘iﬁ}?d. ! [ Praie iy jthn heads of the churchy and I intend tocontinue
Some time about the early part ol July, 1541, [ with you, and hope the time may come when |
[ received a lotter from Elder I Smith and Wm. ! may be restored to full confidence and fellowship,
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[.aw, who wera then in Pillﬁhllfﬁh. Pennsvivania, ' and mny former standing in the church; and [hat!

Tais letter was dated J'I.I ne 151h. and contained ' my conduet may he such as to warrant my reslo-
the purlicuhtrs of a conversation betwixt them ration: and shoald the time ever come that | may
and a respectable gantleman from the neighbor- | have the opportapity to test my faith, it will then
hnod where Bonnett's wife and children resided. | be known whether [ ama traitor or a true man.
[T stated to tham that it was a fact that Baonnett | Joseph Sinith then asked: Will you pléase state
had a wife and childeen living, and that she had | definitely whether vou know anything against my
a1t l1im because of his ill treatmant towaras her. | character either in public or private?

T'nig letter was read to Bennett, which he did m:mtr Genersl Bonnett answered: 1 da not: in all my
attemnpt to deny, but candidly acknowledged the | intercourse with General Smith, in public and in
furs, | private, he hus heen strictly virtuouns.

Soan after this information reached our e-am,F WILSON LAW§g

Dr. Beunett made an attempt at snicide by taking HIRAM KIMBALL,

poison, but he beiug discovered before it had BRIGHAM YOUNG,

tikan effect, ‘and the proper antidotes being ad- WILLARD RICHARDS,
ministered, he recovered; but he very much | HEBER C. KIMBALL,
resisted when an attemnp? was mada to save him. | W. WOODRUFF,

The publie impression was, that he was so much GEO. A.SMITH,

avhamead of hiis basa and wicked conduet, that he N. K. WHITNEY,

had recoarss to the above deed to escape the cens | ORSON SPENCER,

sares of wun indiguant community. JOHN TAYLOR,

[t anght bave been supposed that these circam- JOHN P. GREENE,

staneces, trauspiring in the manner they did, would GUSTAVUS HILLS,

have produced a thoroagh reformation in his con- G.W. HARRIS.

duct; but alas! like a being totally desti'ute of Jaues Sroawn, City Recorder.
common decency and without any government!  May 19, 1842,

aver his passions, he was soou busily engaged i
the sam» wicked carser, and contianed until a
knowledze of the snme reached my ears. [ ine-

meditely ehargad vim with i, and L admitted

lish him to the world, we concluded not to

After I had done all in my power to persuade
him to amend hiz conduet, nnl these facts were
fully established (not only by testitnony, but by

that they were true, and seeing no prospec!s of
any salisfaction from his future life, tha%::nd of
fellowship was withdrawn from him as a member
of the church by the officers; but on account of
his earnestly requesting that we would not pub-

cﬁ: 50
at that time, but would let the matter rest until
we saw the effect of what we had already done.
It appears evident that as soon as he perceived
that he could no lenger maintain his standing as
a member of the church, nor his respectability
as a citizen, he came to the conclusion to leave
the place, which he has done, and that very ab-
ruptly; and had he done so quietly, and not at-
tempted to deccive thie people around him, his
case wonld not have excited the indignation of
the citizens, so much as his real conduct has doue.
In order to make his case look plausible, he has
reported that he had withdrawn from the church
because we were not worthy of his society; thus,
instexd of manifesting a spirit of repentance, he
has to the last proved himself to be unworthy the
conlidence or regard of any upright person, by
lying to deceive the innocent, and committing
adultery in the most abominable and degraded
manner.

We are credibly informed that he has colleagned
with some of our former wicked persecutors, the
Missourians, and has threatened destruction upon
us; but, we shonld naturally suppose, that he
wounld be so much ashamed of himsel( at the in-
jary he has already done to those who never in-
jured, but befriended him in every possible man-
ner, that he eould never dare to lilt up his head
before an eunlightened publie with the design
either to misrepresent or persecute; but, be that
as it may, we veither dread him nor his influence,
but this much we believe, that unless he is deter-
mined to fill up the measure of his iniquity and
bring sudden destruction upon himself from the
hand of the Almighty, he will be silent, and never
more attempt to injure thoese concerning whom
he has testified upon oath he knows nothing but
that which is good and virtuous,

Thus 1 have laid before the Church of Latter
Day Saints, and before the public, the character
and conduct of a man who has stood high in the
estimation of many; but from the foregoing facts
it will be seen that he is not entitled to any credit,
but rather to be stamped with indignity and dis-
grace so far as he may be known. What I have
stated, I am prepared to prove, having all the
documents concerning the matter in my posses-
sion, but I think that to say further is unnecessary,
as the subject is 8o plain that no one can mistake
the true nalure of the case.—1I remain, vours
respectfully, JOSEPH SMITH.

Nauvoo, June 23, 1842,

[ have been engaged in domestic affuirs and
counseling the brethrea the last week.

I addressed the following letter to Richmond,

Massachusset!s:—
Nauvoo, June 23, 1842,

Sister Jennetta Richarde,—Agreeably to your

request, in the midst of all the bustle and business
of the day, and the care of all the churches both
at home and abroad, I now embrace a moment
to address a few words to you, thinking peradven-
ture it may be a consolation te you, to know that
you too are remembered by me, as well as all the
gaints, -
My heart’s desire and prayer to God is all the
day long for all the saints, and inan especial and
parficular manner for those whom he hath chosen
and anointed to bear the heaviest burthens in the
heat of the day, among which number is youor
hushand received—a man in whom 1 have the
most implicit confidence and trust. You say |
have got him; so I have, in the which T rejoice,
for he has done me great good, and taken a great
burthen offf my shoulders since his arrival in
Nauvoo. Never did I have a greater intimacy
with any man than with him. May the blessings
of Elfjah crown his head for ever and ever, We
are gbout to gend him in a few days after his dear
family; he shall have our prayers fervently for
his gafe arrival to their embraces, and may God
speed his journey, and return him quickly to our
soclety; and I'want you, beloved sister, tobe a
graneral in this matter, in helping him along, which
[ know von will.  He will be able to teach yon
many things which yon never have heard; you
may have impliciteonfidence in the same.

[ have heard much about youn by the Tweive,
and in consequence of the great friendship that
exists' between your husbaud and me, and the
information they all have given me of your virtue
and stropg attachment to the truth of the work
of God in the lust days, I have forméd a very
strong brotherly friendship and attachment for
yon in the bonds of the gospel.  Although [ never
saw yon, I shall be exceedirgly glad to see yon|
faca to face, and be avle to administer, in the
name of the Lord, some of the words of life to
vour consolation, and I hope that you may be
kent steadfast in the faith, éven unto the end.

I want you should give my love and tender
regard to br. Ricliard’s family, and those who are
friendly enough to me to inquire nfter me in that
region of country, not having but very little time
to apportion to any one, and having stolen this
opportunity, [ therefore eubseribe myself, in
haste, your most obediznt brother in the fuiness
of the gospel. JOSEPH SMITH.

P.S. Br. Richards havinz heen with me for a
long time, can give yon aay information whieh

his own confessions) he having ackunowledged

you need, and will tell you all about me. [ shull
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; he is a great prop

be verv anxious for his retarn
to me in my labe:s. |

The Affghan war has cost Great Britain
$10,000,000 per annum since its commence-
ment.

Friday, 24—Called St. John’s day. I rode in
Masonic procession to the Grove, where a large
assembly of masons and others listened to an ad-
dress from President Rizdon. Dined at the Ma-
sonic [Tall Hotel, kept by br. ‘Alexander Mills.

Wrote Governor Carlin as follows:—

Nauvoo, June 24, 1842,
Thomas Carlin, governor of the State of Illinois:

Dear Sir,—It becomes my duty to lay before
vou some facts relative to the econduet of our
Major General, John C. Bennett, which have
been proven beyond the possibility of dispute,
and which he himself has admitted to be trae in
my presence. '

Itis evident that his general character is that
of an adulterer of the worst kind, and although
he has a wife and children living, circumstances
which have transpired in Nauvoo, have proven to
a demonstration that he cares not whose charac-
ter is disgraced, whose honor is destroyed, nor
who suffers, so that his lustful appetite may be
gratified; and further, he cares not how many,
nor how abominable the falsehoods he has to
make use of to accomplish his wicked purposes,
even should it- be that he brings disgrace upon a
whele community.

Some time ago, it having been reported to me
that some of the most aggravating cases of adul-
tery had been committed upon some previously
respectable females in onr city, 1 took proper
measures to aseertain the truth of the report, and
was soon enabled to bring sufficient witnesses
?efnra proper authority te establish the following
acts :—

More than 12 months ago, Bennett went toa
lady in the city and began to teach her that pro-
miscuouns intercourse between the sexes was law-
ful, and no harm in it, and requested the privi-
lege of gratifving his passions; but she refused in
the strongest terms=, saying that it was very
wrong to do go, and 1t would bring a disgrace on
the church.

Finding this argument ineffectual, he told her
that men in higher standing in the church than
himself not only sanctioned, but practised the
same deeds; and, in order to finish the contro-
versy, said and affirmed that I both taught and
acted in the same manner, but publicly pro-
claimed against it, in consequence of the preju-
dice of the people, and for fear of trouble in my
own house. By this means he accomplished his
designs; he seduced a respectable female with
lying, and subjected her to public infamy and

Isgrace.

Not contented with what he had already done,

he made the attempt on others, and, by using the
same language, seduc-d them also.
About the early part of July, 1841, I received
a letter from Pittsburgh, Pa.; in it was contained
information setting forth that Bennett had n
wife and Lwo or three children then living. This
[ read to him, und he acknowledged it was true.

A very short time aflter this, he attempted to
destroy lnmself by taking poison; but being dis-
covered before it had taken sufficient effect, aud
proper antidotes administered, he recovered.

The impression made upon the minds of the
public by this even?, was, that he was so ashamed
of his base conduct, that he took this course to
escape the censures of a justly indignant com-
munity. It might have been supposed that after
this he would have broke off his adulterous pro-
ceedings; but to the contrary, the public conster-
nation had scarcely ceased before he was again
deeply involved in the same wicked proceedings,
and continued until a knowledge of the fact
reached my ears. I immediately charged him
with the whole circumstance, and he candidly
acknowledged the truth of the whole.

« The foregoing facts were established on oath
before an alderman of the city: the aflilavits are
now in my possession.

In order that the truth might be fully estab-

lished, T nsked Bannett to testiy before an alder-

man, whether I had given him anv causs for
such aggravating conduct. He testified that [
nevar tatght him that illieit intercourse with
fernales was under any circumstances justifiable,
neither did ha ever hear me teach any thing but
the strictest nrinciples of righteonsness and virtue
This aflidavit iz aleo in my possession. T have

 also a similar affidavit taken before the city esun-
¢il, »nd signed by the members of the eounecil.

After thege things tranepired. and finding that
[ should resist all sach wicked condvet, and
knowing that he conld no longer maintain him-
solf ns a respectabls citizen, he has seen fit to
leave Nauvoo, and that very abruptly,

I have been credibly informed that ha is col-
leaguing with some of our former cruel persecu-
tors, the Missourians, and that he is threatening
destrnction upon us; and under these eirrum-
stances I consider it iny duty to give voun infor-
mation on the subject, that a knowledge of his
proceedings may be before vou in due season.

[t ¢an be proven bv hindreds of witnesses 1hat
he ir one of the basest of liars, and that his whole
rontine of proesedings, while among us, has becn
of the basest kind. e

He also stated here that he had reeigned his

commission as m:jor-general to the Governor;



