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THERE is & large assembly of people now | oth

seated in this Tabernacle, and it will re-
uirea deal of attentionandstillness on
o part of so large a congregation in order
to hear distinctly and to understand what
may be advanced. I have been in the
habit for a few months past of selecting a
text from the Scriptures, 1 do mot do 80
this afternoon, for the reason that no par-
ticular text has presented itself to my
mind; nevertheless I shall endeavor by the
assistance lﬁbj& thﬂﬂt irit of thbae Lord to t!edpﬂkto
u as they may resen
mpao:l the very moment, Whapt thag will
be I know not. It is my earnest desire,
however, that I may be favored with the
faith and prayers of all good people who
may be present, that peradventure the
Lord may be merciful to us and shed forth

Y abundance of His Holy Spirit to
ﬁﬁn on this occasion., ’

It is a sirange thing to the greater part of

the civilized world to t?hl..o rather ?}m-
template,s0 manyscores of thousands _

e gathering together in the mwm

of North America,in the Rocky moun-

tains or vicinity, all of one religious faith, It

js a marvel, and produces a greatdeal of

wonderment amosg the PooEla, to unders
stand what is the cause o great assem-
together, what it

wha! geg;tbjmt is, what purpose is to be '

accomplished, what the designs of the peo-
le are and so forth. It is attracting the at-
&ntion not only of our own nation but of
ma::yathar n:ﬂun&—%hh fleeing mnfr;, this
gathering of a people m. 80
many wmw world. I.Itdp] coming to-
gether tirl;' _t-_harmintariorﬁh_' ox iﬁthm new world, in
a counfry which, uman ap oy
was one of the most difficult muntrgal_ in
the known world to be settled. They won-
der bow it is that an influence can be ex-
arcised over the minds of 80 many people,
among 80 many nations, to get them to
leave the homes of their fathers, their na<
tive eountries, their associates and friends,
and go forth for thousands of miles
gpon railroad conveyance, and cross the
ocean, and then e their jourmey for
thousands of esa still farther into the
heart of a desert. This is a curious thing
when we reflect upon it. I will here ob-
serve, however, it is not the influence
of man that has brought this t event
about; man is not the origin of this
thering which you see in the Territory of
{I‘tah. If you do not believe what I say, let
any other society, I don’t care how much
talent may have, how much human
wisdom

may ; let them attem
#0 accomplis utmlag and mwhathﬂ'

they ean succeed., Take all the learning
is in the world, combine it ether,
send ferth the most learned and talented

orators among the nations, exercise all the
human power and influence that God has
given you, and attempt to accomplish a
work similar to the one whioch now
before your eyes, aud ree if you can suc-
esed. it can’t be done; it never has been
done, to my knowledge, since the days of
our Bavior. We have no acconnt in history
of any religious soclety gatheriog out from
s0 many nations into one region of country,
alnee the days of the Savior.

Do you h to know the secret of this

eat gatherinc? Do you wish to know why

t is that this influence has been exercised |

over the minds of the ple? I will tell

ou: it is because , Who is in yonder
eavens, has spoken in our day, that is the
secred. Itis because he has sent forth ang-
gls, messengers from heaven, who have
appeared to men here on the earth, and have
gonversel with them, Itis becanse God,b
angels, and by his own voice, has sent fort!
messengers aghain unto the human family
with an im portant am more
im &, in one sense of the word, than
any which Las before been delivered to
man—a message to prnfnra the way before
the face and coming of his Son from the
heavens, _

‘Strangers may inquire, what has this
greas gathering to do with prupnrin; the
way before the coming of his Son? Could
gm not all remain scattered abroad amon

e nations and be pumad just as wnllq
I answer, that if God commanded us
to remsin among the nations in our scat-
tered condition,that would have been ri
and acceptable before himj; buton the other

hand, if God has spoken, as we declare that

he has, and his voice bas been heard, and |
messengers have been called and sent forth |

by divine command, and revelation has
been given, not only for the people to cbey
the gospel ‘Dut. also to gatheroutand assem-
ble themselves in one, then we could not be
prepared for his coming without obeying
the divine command. Itall rests, therefore,
on this point: has God spoken concerning
this matter? Has He really instituted this

thing? HasHe E{i‘ﬁ’ﬂn divine revelation inth
10th ecentury? HasHe sent forth His angsl
1f he has, then the work that is before you

is the pralpmt«ory workK forthe coming of
the Son of God, If he hasnot s
deeclare that he has, then asimilar work
have to be performed in the fatare b
some other e; for the very work whic
YOO LOW
0 many thousands, 1s glearly predicted

she anclent prophets; and if we are nos

| another

great | within .

poken, as:

ve—_tbe gathering together:

THE DESERET NEWBS.

the peopls fulfilling these predictions, then
ple must rise hereafter under
similar circumstances to fulfil them, before
the Son of God will come from the heavens
{o rgaign here as King of kiogs and Lord ot
ords. by 2 ,
Much has been said about the coming of
our Lord to reign hére on the earth for a
thousand years. We have now in the
United Bhai' and in Great Britain, and
er of the world, those who call
themselves Second Adventists, who say
they are going forth in order to E:‘:paro the
way before the coming of the Lord. But
are they fulfilling the predictions of the
ancient prophets centained in this Bible?
By no means. The first predictipn to which
1 will refer you, upon this subject, that now
ogours to my mind, is one that has been
often repeated, for some forty-one years, by
this peoplé; but it is of so much importance,
aud intereststhis generation to that deEraa
that I never feel tired of repeating it. It
vrm found in that &m hecy that was de-
livered to John on ailhnd of Patmos,
He saw in vision, as represented in the 14th
chapter of his prophecy, the Son of Man
sitting on a cloud with asharp sickleinhis
hands, clothed in glory and in power, and
he saw angels at the same time, and one of
them unto him that had the sharp sic-
kle in his hands,that be should go forth and
reap down the earth; for the harvest of the
earth is riE. Here was a view of the com-
ing of the Son of Man, But before this—
there was & preparatory work to perform,
the nature of which is explained in the
same chapter. This preparatory work is
what I wish to call yourspecial attention to,
on this
It was no less

ess than a mmfr that was
to fly through the midst of heaven,—an
hﬁly angel, not something to be spiritnali-

,i or that we ¢an interpret according to
.our own views; not some great and re-
nowned man that was to be raised up here
onthe earth, but an angel. ‘‘Isaw another
angel,”’, says John, before the coming of
Christ, before he saw thn;&arsunaga sitting
on the cloud: ‘I saw another angel flying
throughthe midst of heaven.,” Nota person
raised up to go and preach here, and fly
among the inhabitanis of the eartb, but
flying through the midst of heaven, What
particular message had this angel $o con-
ﬁi,. and to whom was heto convey it?
John says, that this angel whom he saw
flying through the midst of heayen,had the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth. To show how exten-
sively it was to be preached, mark the next
sentenes; ‘To be preached unto them that
dwell on the earth, unto a're%guiqn, kin-
dred, tagna and people,”” Does not this

include ali? Does not the predietion take

seope all mankind in the four
qumer_a-pf. e earth? It verily does. What
was connected with this everlasting gospel

that the angel should have, to be thus ex:
tensivel ed among the inhabitants
of the earth? What other prediction was
uttered bat occasion? The angel pro-
mmodﬁ‘iﬂ- 5 hour of God’s judgment

come. He had the pel L. ;autorﬂl
however, before thatjudgment i\ ould fal
on the natis They must first be .r it,they
must first warned, they must [rst re-

ceive the opportunity and privil. se of re-
ceiving the message, after which, i/ they do
not receive it, the angel said that the hour
of God’s judgment has come. Consequently
we learn from these predictions some three
or four very important things. First: thal
when the gospel is again committed to the
inhabitants of the earth itis tobe by an
an%al. Second: that when it is thus com-
mitted, it must be preached to all people
under the whole heavens, without any ex-
.ception of tongues or languages or races,
‘Third : we learn that the hour of God’s
jndgment was immediately to follow this
preaching of the everlasting gospel.

Now mark what is predicted in the next
verse, This was the first m e; but John
says, “I saw another angel follow him.”
There were two angels then, the first one
with a message of the gospel of peace, pro-
claiming peace to the inhabitants of the
earth, and then judgment immediately to
follow. ‘The second 1 had no message

of peace, but this was his' proclamation :
“Behoid, Babylon the great is fallen, isfallen,
because she made all nations drink of the

wine of the wrath of her fornieation.” We
learn that a certain power, under the name
of Great Babylon, isto meet with a total
downfall afterthe | had béen preach-
ed; that was to be brought by the angel. A
‘third angel followed, and declared that all
who would not receive the m of truth
should be cast down, and should be pun-
ished and the smoke of their torment
should rise up for everand for ever. After
havying predicted the coming of these three
angels he then proc¢laims the comiog of the
Son of God sitting on a cloud, of which I
have spoken. : :

" Now we have this important message to
‘testify, and we testify it in all bolduess;
we teatify it before the heavens, we testify
it before the earth, we testify it in the name
of the Lord God who has sent us, in the
name of Jesus Obrist who has redeemed us,
that that angel has already come, that the
19%h century is the favored century in
which God has falfilled this ancient predic
tion, uttered by the mouth of his anecient
servant. God b s indeed sent that angel,
and when he came he revealed the everlast

hgm.*- "know what now rises in your
‘beurts; 1 know what the strangers who are
before me will say in their hearts, what

they now think. Bome of you now say in

|

ling infants

we not reasonably expec

mnever conld learn; but they did
best

integrity
the

original languages.

contained hére in this book, the New Testa-
ment, and we have had it forsome eighteen
centuries or more, and consequently what
was the use of another angel having the
fAmMe u'ra:;]m_tfng 1 to commit to th
children of men when already had it
Now was nqt that in your hearts? 1 will
venture to say that there were some in this
congregation who were thinking of some-
thing very similar'to this. Let me say in
answer to this query that God has revealed
the everlasting gospel anew. But what
reason or purpose had he in so doing, say
some, have we not sufficient written on the
subject in the Bible? ' Have we not the gou-
pel in great plainness, and why should he
reveal it anew? I will tell'you why, What
is written in the New Testament in relation
to the everlasting gos is not as it was
when it was first revealed; and as a testi-
mony that it isnot very plain, let me refer
you to somé five or six undred different
religious views, all founded on this same
book, whiu]t: y:#h uyﬂc;nﬁainn vuim :‘lelgl-
tin y ese views, why
ﬂl%hﬂoﬂdﬁtmuﬁun of faith? Wby, for in-
stance, does one sect believe in sprinkling,
another in ponring; another in immersion,
another rejecting baptism entirely, another
baptizing those who profess to have obtain-
ed forgiveneas of sins? Another class bap»
tizing expressly for the remission of sins?
Why is 1{. that all these sentiments and re-
ligious notions prevail? Do notall these
classes profess to found their faith on the
New Testament, which they say contains
the everlasting gospel? O yes. It shows
clearly and pla Yy t there 1s something
lscking, There are justas many sincere
people, no doubt, who believe that sprink-
is the correct mode of baptism,
as there are who belieye in baptizing adults
by immersion. One class is just as sincere
as the other; one professes to believe and
have confidence in the New Testament as
well as the other. Now. thers must be
something that is not quife so clear in the
New Testament, or there would not be so
great a diversity of opinion and sentiment!
We again refer to the everlasting gospel
that the an ga}} nhnﬁﬂd bring! Whi:t %1151115
we expect when that angel comesi Coun
e Ei: that when God
sends an angel from heaven with the ever-
lasting gespel he will make it 50 plain that
there can be no misunderstanding inregard
to ‘any ordinance or any pringiple that is
connected with it? That is what I should
expect. The causes wlhqy these things are
not so plain now in the New Testament,are
these: the New Testament has been handed
down, or its manuseripts, for a great mgl!
centuries, transcribed I’? the scribes of dif-
ferent generations. o doubt many of
these were sincere and good men; but they
have made, in the course of 80 many oen-
turies, many great perversions in the text,
in the ori innf w I mean, in the Greek
text, and also in the Habrew so far as the
Old Testament is concerned, I am not
referring to the English manuscripts, but
to the text writtem in what is termed the
original Greek or Hebrew. These Greek
AD sbrew manuscripts being transmit-
ted from geneération to generation, ,and
tra-scribed and altered. moze or less, have
fall. 1\ at length iuto the hands of the people
of latter times in a state wherein they very
mueh contradict each otlLer, It is declared
by the m« <t learned arghbishops and bish-
ops, and 1.on of grea! learning who have
gathered together thousands of these an-
cient man: uaarlgta and compared them one
with another, that Laere arethirty thousand
different readings of the original text. Not
merely a different réadin one or two
phrases, hut of the-original text, taking the
0ld and New Testament as a whole. Yhen
King James, in his day, set a great number
of learned men apart to translate the Bible
into the English language, theylgathered
together such manuscripts as they could
get hold of, By exami them, they of
course, did not know which were correct,
They found them differivgz one with n.nou:t:ﬁ:
in thousands of ins.ances, Which were
most ocorrect they, without inspiration,
ve
they: knew how, They are mot ?6
blame for those errors. They were
best of their understanding,
and knowledge the manuscripts in exists

concerning the
R ble, Ko Tatao’s trans.

res0ut Bug .ble, King James’s trans-
]pﬂ.iun. Iam astonished when I look at
this Bible, to find it is so correct; 1 am as-
tonished, and it has been & mystery to me
that it can be 8o correct with sueh an abun-
dance of . contradictions in the original
mnnm!g:. As a general thing the
meaning not been altered much, but it
has been altered _luﬂoiﬂnﬂﬁ to prod'nua all
the confusion at present existing through-
out Christendom. All these different de-
nominations have arisen, founded on the
same Bible and on the same text. What
may we expect then when God sends an
angel 7 Must we expect that he will give
us a confused mass of something that we
ecan not understand? Or may we not rather
expect that be will impart to. us the plain.
ness and simplicity his word, and eall
that the gospel, and call upon the nations
of the earth to recelve it? I answer that
80 far as reason is eoncerned, and lgood
sound judgment, that is, so far as 1 can
judge concerning reason, reason would say
that the God of wruth would communicate
a message in perfect plainness,that counld
not be misanderstood by those who desired
to know the right way.

best inl,, rmation thﬂﬁﬁhﬂd

your hearts, we havethe everlasting gospel | Waell, such was the fact, I hold in my

Lo

-ence an(. iranslated them according to the
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hand @& record econtaining
‘thanthe New Testament; and this book
from the beginning to the end, was _
by diviné revelation, comprising h :
Erap ecies and the gospel, It was written
an aneient people, a portion of the house
% Israel, who dwelt in anclént America,
fﬁhﬁaﬂdgmfr:i& lg‘un"- 0t6 this re-
. o . "-i.f r nfor: “
Jex L adlministaced 1 this Ameri

more writing
L

little lan
that after on, '
from the land of Jerusalem to his Father,
he descended on this American ti-
nent, that he taught them here at rent
times, appearing to them often, delivering
to them his everlasting gospel in plainness
and simplicity, He commanded them to
write that gospel upon the plates that
kept their records on at that time, an
which bad been already handed down
among them for about six hundred years.
This book also informs us concerning the
preaching of the el among the ancieni
Americans,—the ancient inhabitants of this
country; that twelve men were called, not
:go-tl » or rather that they were not call-
aposties, but disciples. Twelve disci
ples were chosen in anclent America and
preached the gospel that the Son of God re~
vealed to them in person. They proclaimed
thatgospel in the four quarters of this west-
ern hemisphere,in other words,on what we
call South and North America;
built up the Church and Kin of
in this land and millions of the ple res
ceived the gospel. They kepta record of
this fact three hundred and eighty-four
years after the coming of Christ, Mormon,
who had charge of the records, after mak-
ing an abrid thm'; on ﬂtht;' hglltﬂ,*in
consequence of the apostacy of his portion
of the nation, delivered the a ent ox
the plates that contained it, into the hands
of his son Moroni, & faithful prophet and
servant of God, but the other plates he hid
uF in & hill in what we now call the Stale
of New York: Moronl beheld the down-
fall of his nation, their destruction by the
hands of another branch of the house of
Israel, a powerful nation on this continent.
The nation . that . kept these records
‘'was destroyed. Moroni, wbo was the last
prophet entrusted with the plates, had (o
ee from place to place and hide up ia
dens and caves im order to preserve his
own life, ' These records, four hundred.

and twenty years after the birth of Ohrb&t
‘were hidden up, at'least that is the las

‘date given on them, With them was de-
posited a sacred instrument that was pos-
'sessed by the people om this co .
called the Urim and Thummim. ' :
 predictions were uétered, not only by

oroni, but by many previous pnﬂhoh
that these r&mr{ln in the last days, ould

be brought to light by the minisiration o8
holy messengers; that God would bring
them forth in order to prépare the way Do
fore the coming of his Son from the hea-
véns,  This, therefore, is the book thaé
thnt‘nng:l whom John saw flying thro
the midst of heaven, has revealsd to the
inhabitants of the earth, This i5 the
sacred book that contains the everlasting
gospel révealed by the angel, This is the
sacred book which God bas commanded
his seryants to publish to the four Qquar-
ters of the globe as a witness unto all na-
tions before the Son of Man comes. This
is thesacred book that contains the words
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ wheo
he n}ypeared on this American ocontinent:
this is the sacred book that will go forth,
warning all people, nations and tongues
before the Son of Man appears in his
lory. If they receive it they will be
Ieutl if they receive it not then will be
fulfilled that which was spoken by the
mouth of John the Revelator concerning
tga hour of God’'s judgment coming upon
them, ‘
~ Does this book do away with those differ-
ences that exist in regard to many points
of the dootrine of Jesns? Does it make it
plain 8o that there is no chance of b
up two different denominations from the
doctrines it contains? I answer yes, there
can not be established two different de-
nominations founding their ideas the
dootrines of thls bock. Why? H:nmme
the doctrine is 80 plain in every polnt thai.
it is impossible for any with com <
mon sensenot to understand it just as it ie
delivered and revealed, Hence you per-
ceive that, that which we would naturally
expeot and mmnn:gg hope for when the
angel came is realfzed, namely a doctrine
s0 plain that all the learning and wisdom
of man can not wrest and twist and turn it
and make (it ap two different things.
For instance, let us take the simple or-
dinance of baptism, what does the Book of
Mormon say regard to that one ordin-
ance? Jesus, when he came to the Ameri-
can continent, they not having seen the
true order of baptism in the same light
that the Jews had in Palestine, condes~
cended to point out to them how they
should be baptized. He says firsf, you
must believe in me and repent of your sins
and become as a little child and go forth
and be baptized for the remission of your
sins and yon sball receive the Holy Ghost;
and then, to show how this ordinance was
to be performed, he says that inasmuoch as
any one shall come forth desiring the
ordinance of baptism, having repented of
his sins, having belleved in me, oven
Jesus Christ, you shall go down into the
water and you shall baptize him in my
name; you shall immmerse him in the water,
and eome lorth out of the water, and then
heshall rece:ve the Holy Ghost. Nhowlog




