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Into operation every pit in Wales will
be closed. This prediction recalls a
similar statement by the late Marquis
of Londonderry made in parifament at
the time the miners act of 1542 was uns
der consideration, The marquis de-
clared that this act, which prohibits
the underground employment of wo-
men and young childven, would Im-
mediately close every colllery In the
Unlted Kingdom. The prohibition was
enacted, and the mines continued in
operation, the owners finding the law
rather to their advantage than others
wise,
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Opinions about the effect of the ex-
port tax of one shilling per ton of coal
which was adopted by the House of
Commons last evening are various in
England. A shipowner writing to the
London Times declares that the tax
ought not to make a ripple in trade.
Most of the running contracts of coal-
owners were mads, he declures, months
ago, when prices were several shillings
higher than they arve today, and ghow
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