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With great pleasure I arise before this large

on aesembled here in the eapacity of a
conference, I feel great joy in having the
privilege which is now granted to me to stand be-
fore you. What I may say I do not know,
but I trust in that God whom we all serve, that
He will pour out upon us the Spirit of truth—the
Comforter—that shall enable us to say these things
which shall do you the most good.

I do not know that T ehall be' enabled to make
the out skirts of this Jarge assembly hear me, but
I will speak as loud as | conveniently ean.

- T'truly feelto rejoice, when reflecting upon the
greatness of the work in which we are engaged;
[ rejoice with that joy which T am incapable of
finding language to express. The Lord hss truly
secomplished great things, during the twenty-five
years that this Church has had un existence upon
the earth—things that no man, unless he were
filled with a very great measure of the spirit of
God, could have ‘anticipated in the early rise of
this church. Nothivg but the hand of an Almighty
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Being, could have brought about a work of the

megnitude which we behold before our eyes. It
is thie hand of the Almighty; itis the power which
he has ordained, and the sgencies that he has em-
ﬁldﬁved which have performed that which we be-
old before us, G
I have not only read the history of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, but I have
grown up, ds it were, in their midst. 1t will be
twenty-five years mext September, since I' was
baptizéd into this Church. At that time I am not
aware that there were fifty persons who  had
been baptized into the Church. How many of
those persons still live, and are in the faith, 1
know not; but I believe, from the testimony of
our President which was given before us in the
tabernacle yesterday, that if we were to gearch
through the lengths and breadths of our Territo-
r{. and among all the various branches sc-ttered
abroad, there are buta very few individuals, in-
~deed, of those who embraced the work in the ear-
ly rise’ of this Church that are still lividg and
strong in the faith. Many of them are gone to the
tomb; their bodies slumber while their spirits are
wingling with the just, waifing the sound of the
tramp to ecall them forth to glory, immortality,
and eternal lives. How foon we shall follow and
lay down these mortal tabernacles, we know not;
neither do I, as au ‘individudl, care, if 1 can be
prepared in all things, if Tean be ready for that
divy, 16 stand in my lot and station, and receive
the reward that is promised to those who endure
in faith to the end; it matters not to me whether
the time shall be longer or shorter; and I presume
there are thousands now before me who feel on
this subjeet in the same manner that T do; they
care' but a very little about this mortal tabernacle;
they are looking for a building not made with
hands, ‘eternal in the heavens; they are looking
for munsions that are prepared in the presence ol
God their Father; they are looking for immortzli-
ty and eternal lives. {5 S
But we have no promise, unless we endure in
faith unte the ‘end, whether we live few or manv
“years upon the earth, we must endure tirough
all the trials, tribulations, difficulties, and persecu-
“tions which the Lord sees fit in his infinité wis-
dom to'ceuse us, as individoals, or as a people,
“to wade through, we must endure them, and hoid
steadlast to faith, if we would ioherit the
crowns of eternal lives' that are promised to the
fllihl‘ﬂl.’ £ B A |
n speaking of this, I will qualify my langusage
by suying, iflat the s#int who has been E‘:;Ilﬂd
unto eternal life ard ‘fulls into transgression and
does not repent, but dies in his sin, will be «filic-
ted, and tormented after he leaves 1his vale of
tears until the day of redemption; but having been
sealed with the spirit of promise thiough the or-
dinances of the house of God, those things which
have been sealed upon his head will be realized by
him in the morning of the resurrection. But it is
my desire and my constant prayer that T may so
live, that when
lay down this mortal body, (if T am called upon

to lay it down before the coming of our Lord,) I/

“'may enter into the paradise of rest, and not only
“conquer satan, and have power over him here, but
have power over him and all hie hosts hereafter.
" 'These are my feelings, these are my desires, and
this is my prayer, 3
‘What am I willing to do to accomplish this? 1T
wil tell you what I feel willing to do. ] am will-
fog to do everyth'ng the Lord requires at my
hands so far as I understand bis will conicern
me. What is property ? what is gold? what is sii-
- ver? whatare ‘and inheritances, or any of
~the riches of this worla compared with the riches
of eternal life? Have [ anything that 1 have ob-
talned llx;mjr. own wisdom, or by my own exer-
- tions, independent of the hand and providences of
the Almighty? No, I have not. 'J!:a eurth is the
_ Lord’s, and the fulness thereof is his. I.am in
his hands, and all that I have is in his hands; and
if the servants of God require it, if God desires
~all that T have, it is. on hand, at any moment.—
~ ‘Thes> are my feelings; and should not this be the
feelings of all the
aya ) TS ol
"~ We heard the testimony of our President from
this stand this forenoon, concerning himself, and
th it which God hss been pleased to put within
his possession. God has heen with him, and his
hand has beeu over him for good, and he has bless-
‘od'him in all things that he has set his hand 'to do,
even as he blessed Joseph when he was sent down
into Egypt.
‘demee of the Almighty, mnuch of this world’s
‘goods; God hes given it tohim. - You heard him
express himsell' before vou, that he hod made ar-

- rangements to conaecrate all that he has unto the
Chureh ef Jeans Christ of Latter Day Saints.—
-1y then, eur President—a man of great: posses--

sions, with houses and lands, inheritavees,euttle,

depart from this life—when T

tter Day Saints? (Vﬁic.a,l_ch’m'

lle has acdumulated by the provi-
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‘ak;:houjd not we be willing to f |
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. As L bave said in days thatare past, the
will come, (and how soon we know noet,) be
will come when this people will become of one
heart und of one mind in temporal things, as
well as in spiritual: they will as individuals be
identified with the Church, and all they possess,
whether it be gold, or silver, or jewelry, or cattle,
or flocks; or herds, or lands, or houses, or wives,
or children; it matters not what they possess, it
will all go as it shall please the Lord, according to
his counsel, and his direction for the building up
‘of this kingdom. :
. But you know that property is the gentiles’
god; it is sought after more. eagerly than any
other thing by the genfile nations; it is worship-
ped by them, and their hearts are set on their trea-
sures; and their treasures are of the earth and of
an earthy nature; and it will tuke a long time for
the saints to get rid of their old idols—their idola-
trous notions and traditions. T'ne gentile god has
great iufluence even over the saints; consequently
it will take years to eradicate coveteousness (rom
our hearts; as our President has told us, that the
law relating to a full consecrution of our proper-
ty would perhaps be one of the Just Jaws that
would be fulfilled before the coming of Chri-t.
Much patience and forbeararce will need to be
-exercised, before the saints will get comple ely rid
-of their old traditions, gentile notions, and whims
“about property, 8o as (o come to thut perfect law
required of them in the revelations of Jesus
Christ. But the day will come, when there will
be no poor in Zion, but the Lord will make them
equal-in earthly things that they may be equal in
heavenly things; that is, according to his uotions
of equality, and not according to our narrow con-
tracted views of the same. . .

Huving said this much with regard to property,
I'wish now to say a few words in regard to one
of the most glorious events which has  taken
place for a long time. It is in regard fo sending
the gospel to the house of Israel. O how this ought
to rejaice the hearts of the saints, | ‘The Lord told
us in-the early
ubout the duy that is now upon ns, and we under-
stood it in a mewsure; but new the period—the
glorious period hes arrived, when we can see the
- thing fulfilling before our eyes. , If you will read
the revelations given in 1833, you will find in
them a promise made, when the time should ar-
 xive for this gospel 1o be sent to the house of Js-
rael. 1f you will read another rewelation given
on the 7Tth day of Murch, 1831, you will there
lewrn also. concerning the fulfilment of the times
ol the gentiles.

I wish to say a few words uvpen two subjeets;
first, the times of the gentiles being come in; and
second, their times beiug fulfilled, und the send-
ing of ‘the gospel to the house of Jsracl.

In a revalation, given in March, 1831, (twenty
fonr years ego,) to the propbet Joseph, coneeru-
ing: what Jesus said to the aposties ut Jerusaiem,
in regard to the last deys, and the day of theirre-
démplion, ete., Jesus said to his sposties, when
that day shall come, and the light shall begin to
break fo: th among them that it in darkness, when
the fuluess of my gospel shall begin to bréak forth,
that is the period when *‘the timie of the gentiles
shail come in.”” M.k the expression: when the
light shail begin to break forth, then, &t that per-
iod, the time of the gentiles shall have come in,
and in that generation “the times of the gentiles
shall be falfilled.” 8 s

Here then, we perceive the two distinctions:
when the light begius to break forth; that is,when
the Book of Mormon is translted, when the
Chureh is organized, these eveuts bring fu the
time of the geatiles, and in the gener:tion that
the light breaks forth the times of the gentiles shall
| be fulfilled. We are also told in the sume revelation
that the Jews who were to be scattered from old
Jerusulem, should remain scattered, until the times
of the geutiles should be fulfilled; consequently,
this is the reason why the Jews have not gathered
since the rise of this Church, Jf they were gath-
ered logether—if they had assembled at old Jer-
usalem, it would have contradicted the prophecies
and revelations God has given on this subject.—
They sre to remuin seattered. said the Lord, un-
(il the times of the gentiles are fulfilled, and their
times are to be fulfilled in the generution that their
lime comes in, or when the light of the fulness of
the gospel begins to breuk forth. ’ |
. Auother revelution upon this subject says,
that after the times of the gentiles are folfilled,
the servants of God shoald be sent forth to Israel.
What shall then take place; behold then eometh
the day of my power. “Then, when the ser-
vants of God turn from the gentile nations, and
 shall go forth by commanment of the Almighty,
 being sent by his Church, the voice of his people,
and the Holy Spirit, unuto the nations of Israel,
“then cometh the duy of my power,” saith the
Lord.. Whatkind of power? He goes on to tell
us, that it should come to pase, that the triles and
nutions of Joseph should hear the gospel iu their
own tongue, and iu their own lapguage throngh
those who are sent forth and ordained unto this
 power lhruus)h the gift of the Holy Ghost shed
forth upon them, for the revealtions of Jesus

. Now the Lord does not acesmplish all' things
m twenty-four years, bt he tukes his own time
to bring to ‘pass the great waork he is perform-
ing on the earth. Twenty-five years huve pessnd
awavy, and the voice of the spirit in the servants
of God now is, go forth to the house of Israel;
for lo, the gentiles count themselves unweorthy of
eternal life, go to the house of Isruel, to the sced
of Jacob, call upon them, hunt'them ont from the
holes, the rocks, and from the de1s of the earth;
gather them -together, that the eovenants wund
promises made to their fathers may be realized
and fulfilled. Terael are wpon all the face of 1he
earth. Some think that thése American Indians
ara lIsrael, and we think that they are too; bat
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they are only one part or portion of the twelve

rise of this Church, something |

"ln'béqf‘lp.de_ad, they are bq},m very s nll-jp;u;tiuu

of the tribes of ?&ph the most of them bein
. ??eqﬁqudauli;, Mgllna sah,  But Israel dwell
apon the islands of the sea, and in the countries
‘niitions of Europey in the varions kiug_domu
‘and empires of Asix; nuﬁe'm scattered through
| Africa, and wherever you go you find the prom-
ised seed—the decendants of Jacob. And if we
{bad the voice of a trumpet and could muke our
gpeech heard unto the ends of the earth, we would
say to all the natious of our globe—to all peoples,
Kindreds, and tongues, Hear ye, when the Lor
sends forth a proclamation to Israel that are in
your midst; for then shull be fulfilled thut which
is written, that all nations shall see the salvution
of God, for his arm shall be made bare in the
eyes of all people; it shall be made bare in power,
in signs, in. wonders, and in mighty miracles to
bring about lis purposes uunto the house of Is-
rael. . 0
Who then, does not feel honored that has been
appointed to such a ‘mission by the seryvants of
God duiing this conference. Do the mission-
aries, do the elders count this a lizht thing? They
should have no such feelings as these; great
things result from small beginnings, end the Lord
delights to work among the children of men in
this way bringing sbont great results from small
things, that ig, from things that are apparently
smull. This was the case. in regardi to the organi-
zation of this Chuzeh with six members onlv.
Twenty-five years ago yesterday, we wers or-
ganized into a church capacity, to whom the Lord
gave revelations through the prophet, seer, and
revelater, who was in our midst, -.cencerning the
things that are now about to take place. Irom
six members it has multiplied, and multiplied, until
at the present time, there is scarcely a nation nn-
der the whole heavens, but what has Leard the
voices of the servants of the living God, This
is something glorions; it is something that is cal-
culuted Lo give joy to the hearts of the saints of
the Most High. What can be more pleasing than
to see the prophecies both of anecient and mod-
ern limes, fulfilling constaptly before our eyes.
“But,” inquire the people, ‘*do. you believe
that the times of the gentiles are [fulfilled
yet?”? | Noj; they are not fulfilled yet. . Hun-
dreds wud thousands, and tens of  thousands
of the gentiles among the various pations of the
Learth will yet bow to the {uiness of the gospel:
and they will comne, and the gates of Zion will not
he shut day nor night, that theforces of the gen-
tiles may flow unto her. The Lord will continue
to.work amovg both Israel, and. gentiles, and his
power will jncrease, the more we send the gospel
among Israel; the more the servants of God seek
for the seed of Jucob, the more will the powers of
heaven be displayed for the redemption . of that
people. They are the promised seed; God has
uot forgotten the pravers of their futhers; Abra-
hom lsuac, and Joeob, prayed for their posterity,
unel they had faith for them, and in them, ull the
 nationg of +he eurth arg to be blessed.  Aud those
that bow down nud wership the works ef their own
hands will forsake their idols, wheu the day of the
Lord’s power shull be made manifest in nnd through
the chosen seed. Then will be ,ulfilled, that
| which was writtsn by the prophet Ezekiel, that
the Lord will gather them with a mighty hand,
and with an eatstretehed arm, and with fory
poured out: and he will assemule thém in the
wilderness, aud there will he plead wi h them face
to face, like us he plead with their fathers in the
wilderness of the land of Egypt; thus saith the
Lord by the mouth of Kzekiel. He will plead with
them by hLis power; he will plead with them by his
angels; and hie will plead with them by the revels-
tion of his own face: |
And this mukes me think of the prophecy de-
livered by the * rophet Joseph, concerning the el-
ders in this Chureh. . They were very anxious
in the early rise af the Church, to have the an-
gels of God come from heaven  to administer to
them, and to have the face of the Lord unvailed in
their midst, whea they were nnarepared forit. By
sectarianism and the' traditions huuwded down to
us by our futhers, we were not prepared to abide
the presence of those holy beings who dwell in
the Celestisl worlds.  Jeseph knowiog this by
the spirit of truth, arose and said to the elders,
that when the time coines that they should uo
forth nute the house of Israel, when that day
should arrive, and Aheir beurts were sufficiently
purified before the Lord, then the Lord shounid ap-
pear unto them, thutis, io biz. own time, in bis
own way, and after his own order, and in bis own
place. - Now thie will shortly be fnlfilled. Let
these missionaries’ ga forth and endure troubles
like good und faithful elders; let them bear all af-
flictions and trials patiently; let them not be
faint-hearted when they go hungry and thirsty;
and when they suffer ecold, und when they are
in deep distress and sore difbeulties; for be assur-
ed that the time is not {far distant when God will
fulfil these promises that he mude by the menth of
his servant Joseph the prophet; aud the face of
the Lord will be unvailed. 3 4 |
How pleasant—how glorious it would be, if we
had proved ourselves in ull things; if we had be-
corme pure in hewrt, with no unbelief, noevil, vo
abominations, but onr hearts perfectly pure before
God; if we could behold his' smiling face, and
look upon him and hear the werds of his mouth,
provouncing blessings npon our heads. Would
not this be worth sacrificing all things for? Yes;
how pleasing—how glorious it would be, could
we see those three old Nephites whose prayers
have aseended up for something like 1800 yeurs
in behalf of the children of men in the last davs,
and have them return to their old native land, and
find the kingdomm of God prepared and pure to
receive them, and counld we hear their teachings,
and their veices lifted up in our midst.

Should not this be cheering to our hearts? Yes.
Is theré unything 160 great jor us 1o suffer or en-
endure, oy any sacrifice too great for us to make

tion? No. Then let us wike up. and be as-
sured that just us soen as e prepare ourselves
for these blessings, so pooi"they will be upon cur

to be prepared to receive blessings of this descrip-

e e e

heals. Do you suppose that these thln:e Nephites
have anv. knew of what is golug on in this
land? Thljr know all about ic; they ure filled with
the spirit of prophecy. Why do lhey not come
into our midst) Becanse the time has not come.
Why do they not lift up their ‘voices in the midst
of our congregations? Because there isa work
[ for us to do preparatory to their reception, and
when that is secomplished, they will accomplish
their work, unte whomsoever they desire to min -
ister. If they shall pray to the Father, says the
Book of Mormon, in the name of Jesug, they
can show themselves unto whatsoever person, or
people they choose. The very reason they do
not comeamongst us is, becunse we have a work
to do preparatory to their eoming; and just as
goon ad ‘that is acconiplished they are on hand,
and also many other good old worthy ancien's
that would rejoice our hearts could we behpld their
countenances, und  heéar them recite over tne
scenes they, have passed through, and the lstory
of past events, as well as prophecy of the even(s
to ecome. How great and how precious are -
promises of ‘the Lord, eontuined in ancient revel-
ation! how great and precious ure the proinises le
is still making almost every week from the stand
by the mouth.of. the President whom he has ap-
pointed over ull this chureh!  How eurnestly hus
he plead with us us a people! Can we not bear
witness?  Would not the walls of. this taber-
nucle, if they could sp sk, beur witness how fuith-
fully we have been warned, wevk after week,
month after month, and yeur after vear, 10 ceasn
from ull evil, to purifly onr hearis, to do the things
| that ure required at our hands, and not merel.
say “‘ves, we will go and do it,”” but go and do it”?
 Itis the stady of thé sérvants of Gody by duy
and by night, how to sanctify this people hefore
God—how to lead them uecording to the liw of
1ighteousness, notil they hate wickedness and
abpmrination; and when the servants of God see
evil rising in our idst they :re filled with the
 spirit of justice, the spirit of the Almighty fills
their souls with jpdignation eguinst all wicked
works, and sbominstions, and dishonrsty; «nd
corraption that may eutér these peacefnl vallies —
Let us then give heed to the warning voice; let
L us not connt these things as a mere song—as. a
trifling anecdete to amuse our ears, but let us en-
deuvor to do the things that are reqguired otour
hands. , |

1t we have property, let ns tithe that property ;
il we have the privilege of conseerating all we
have, und it is required let usdo it freely, and vol-

rod, trosting - in bim who helds the heaveus and
tha earth in his own hands, who halds the crea-

scepter over kingdoms and worlds withont num-
' ber, and controis them secording to [is own wil
and pleasore. Hus he uot told usin the earls
risa_of this chureh,if we would da his will;und
seck the riches that is the will of the Father to
hestow npon us, we ghould be the richest of al!
people; for the riches of eternity shounld be given
to us, and it must needs be, saith the Lord, thut
the riches of the earth are miue to pive. Thev
{ ure all his; ‘how exsily he ean tarn all the ri-lew
of theearthinto. our hands, if we were only pre--

will.  But he knows the time to hasten them, anl
he knows the secret iutents of our hearts as
people; he knows whether we are prepared to nse

shull fully ceme for him to bless us aceordiog to
the promise he has made—un’il we shall be pre-
pared to receive them; we shall have riches then

may find no use for it only to make eunlinary and
other utentials; we may use some of itfor paviug
our streets, and for whatsoever is necegsary, wu
ean use the gold and silver which we have not teil-

' which others have labored for, but were anworthy
 because of wickedoess to enjoy. | .
We have heard the elders of the Chuich give

ns ®ome idea how this may be bronght sboat.—

heaven, s he did last season in the United States.,
and shut up the windows on high, that they
should not pour out their refreshing showers on
the earth, and . cause the grain to wither awav,
and the earth to become barren and desolate, and
to rednee the people to starvation; how easy it
is for him to couse these valleys to be far mor~
abindantly fruitful than heretofore, and to 1ield
their strength in great profusion to the inhabi!-
unts of th's Territory, and to make their gran-
aries’ flow ‘with plenty, so that they should
hardly have room to contain it, Do you not
think this weuld be tempting to the starviog na-
tions, and wounld they not giva gold and silver.
and riches, and all things that are now considered
choice and valnable hy them for that whiech wounid
appense their appetites? Yes; the Lord can aceom-
plish oll this; the rains are in his hands; all things
are in his hands to. contrel just as we can control
our hodily. members; consequently the Lord is a
very handy workman, and can bring about his
purposes withont scarcely anv efforts on his par(;
all e has to dois to speak the word, and it is
done, |

Lot us then, prepare ourselves for whateysr
shall take plice—to be very rich or very poor, it
matters not, if we are doing the will of God
whether we have an abundunce or are like the
Inditns of our. vallies witl;out.scarcely anything
to subsist upon from day today. Bat il we do
the witl of God in all things we shall not be |-t
in poverty and distress. Why? Becsuse the
Liord has made a decree npon this subjeet, vou
gan read it in the Boek of Covenants. He says,
“inasmuch as my people will hearken unto me,
| from this very honr, and do the things | eommand
them, the kingdoms of this world shall not prev«il
against them.”” And again, *Zion shall flourish
upon the mountaios and upon the hills.” That
was said before we camne to these vallays,to inhabit
this mountainous district; we were living on those

&ntnrij)‘, and that will be pleasing in the sight of
}

tions of eternity in his own hands, and sways his

pared to receivethern and nse them eeeording to his

the riches of ;the earth to build up, his kingdom or
not, and he will withhold them,.until the timne

in great plenty, Gold will be so plentifu] that we

ed for in'the gold mines of California and Aus're-
lia, to collect for aurselves: we shall have that

How easy it is for the Loxd to stav the rains of




