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colonia diaz after traveling ten
miles up the river we encamped at the
tootfoot of a high and almost perpen-
dicular bluff for the night in starting
early the next morning our mules
after fording the river at a point

where the water was quite deep refused
to take us up the opposite bank and
wheeled suddenly around into the
viverriver again with considerable exer-
tion we saved the bagbaggagegaire from being
dumped into the water and the vehi-
cle from turning over but it cost bro
bay anaa involuntary plunge bath and
illshis little daughter who traveled with
usme a genuine scare the stupid ani-
mals were made to pay for their little

frolic in speed as the driver
somewhat offended at his uc
delesi arble contact with the cold water
did not forget to apply the lash hence
the hundred miles travel to diaz was
completed within lorty eight hours
afterfter we had said goodbye to our friends
on the river after spending
fl13 the at diazadlaz eldereider john
S harris took me to domingdeming N M
from whence I1 traveled miles by
sailfail to bowie station in arizona
maberehere I1 arrived on the

on the one olof president christa
pher stage coaches brought
me safely to Solomonville a distance
of nearly forty miles this lais the
bountycounty feat of graham county and
losing informed that the stage would
stop nerehere half an hour I1 took a fifteen
minutes ramble through the town
which contains perhaps a thousand
inhabitants when I1 got back to the
postofficepoetpostoffice I1 found that the stage had
gone on and lettleft me on foot looking
ahead I1 saw a mexican on horsebackho
traveling along at an easy gait by
doubling my own speed I1 soon overtook
himbim and my next endeavor was to put
theabe half dozen spanish words or more
which I1 hadbad learned in mexico to the
best possible advantage by signs
and words both I1 tried to make
thlen mexican understand that the

carro 1 1 wa goin which hebe could see on
the camino11 real road ahead of us
had left me and thatthai I1 would like him
to urge his cabello P 1 horse on and
tell thehe bomarthombom brt man who was
driving to stop for me no sabe 11

wasvas the reply I1 tried to explain fur-
ther using two or three more spanish
gordol but all to no purpose then I1

commencedommen oed to abuse him in danish
abut bustead of getting angry be looked
pitifully at me with broken swe-
dish and unconnected german I1
tard no better and getting reconciled

ao40 my fate 1 started out on tootfoot deter-
mined to reach thatcher the point of
xaymy destination eight or ninebine miles
swayaway at all hazards before night
having walked half that distance
oneDO of the brethren came along with
a wagon and took me on board and I1
arrived at thatcher about half an hour
after the stage got in it took me ten
days to catch up that half hour
for that length of time I1 was thirty
minutes late in filling most of my ap

and my experience with
theshe stage was my standard excuse for
this while laboring in the st joseph
stake of zion the stage driver who
was a new hand at the business after-
wards apologized and promisedpromieed never
to leave another as hebe left
me so I1 forgave him and withhold hisbis
name from the public

arriving at thatcher I1 found that
Trespresidentident layton had not yet re

turned from the general conference
holdheld in saltbait lake city but hlahis coun-
selor elderbider william D johnsonJohnaon tooknook
weme in and I1 made hidbin hospitable
home my headquartersheadquarter during my
sojourn lipIP this stake

promfrom the time of my arrival inthis
stake till date I1 have been busily en-
gaged in gathering historical informa-
tion about the saints residing on the
gila river I1 have held special meet
ingsingo in all thetn settlements of the
saints here grahamgaham aej

I1 have been successful in my la-
bors

la-
born though I1 have found
both ward and stake records very im-
perfectly kept in consequence of
which I1 amama irald there will be gaps
and 1 in the history of the stdt
joseph etke this is partly due to in-
competent clerks and partly to neglect
of duty on the partpan of somegome who

could N but would not
the st joseph stake of zion com-

prises eight settlements of the saints
on the ollaoila river and one ward st
david on the san pedro river far off to
the southwest the numerical strength
of the stake consistscousists of families or
2281 souls there are one patriarch
philemon C Alerrillalmerrill 72 seventies

sl81 high priest euerselders 22 priests
16 teachersteacher deacons 1106 layjay
members anoana children under eight
years of age christopher laytonLiayton
formerly bishop of Kay eville davitdavis
county utah is the president of the
stake wm D johnson formerly
bishop of st david arizona Is first
and M H merril a son of patriarch
philemon C merrillMerrlll is second coun-
selor in the stake presidency among
the members of the high council is
elder henry 0 boyle famous for hisbid
successful missionary labors in the
southern states and in other parts oiaf
the world

the valley of the upper gila in
which moat of the saints comprising
the st joseph stake live is about 75
miles long extending from southesoutheastabt
to northwest the lower valley or river
bottom varies in width from one halfbait
to live milelmile but taking in the
and highlands that is reckoning from
the base of the snow capped graham
injunmountaintain on the south to the foot 0
the lofty range on the north the val-
ley tois all the way from ten to twenty
miles wide the altitude of that part
of the valley where our people reside is
about feet hence the climate isie
warm and pleasant the gila valley
lain one of the leading farming distdistrictsricEs
of arizona it contains something
like acres of land some of which
laleasas fertile and rich as any in the
united states it certainly has a
charming situation to the southwest
from thatcherTha the towering graham
peak rears its lofty head and directly
west are seen the dark and sombre out-
lines of mt trumbull feet above
tidewatertide water this tois not the same
mtMS trumbull from which the
lumber for the st george temple was
obtained north and east are the gila
and Jelon cillo ranges while to the
south and southeast stretches the wide
plain of the san simon like an
emerald lake the lovely valley sits
surrounded by giant mountain senti-
nels a picture of perfect repose and
prosperity 20 at preventpresent when the
snow capped peaks of the graham
range flash in the spring sun tide the
fields neatnear its feet are a mass of green
with here and there thehe bright blossoms

of the orchard and garden the val-
ley tois specially adapted to fruits of all
varieties such as apples plume cher-
rise

cher-
ries apricots peaches etc grapes also
do well being large juicy and of fine
flavor there tois perhaps no better
locality in arizona for strawberries
currants blackberriesblack berries and
other small fruit wheat jorncorn bar
ley oats and other grainsgraim give a yield
of from thirty to sixty bushels to the
acre wheat and barleybarey are own in
january and harvested in june corn
is then planted on the same land andana
is ripe in october two crops of
potatoes are also raised in one season
snow seldom falls in the valley and
then only in very small quantities to
disappear again before the next daydaysdayisIs
sun

alfalfa does exceedingly well on thegila the yieldeld being nearly as large
audand quality as good as that of the saltbait
river valley four and five crops
are raised on the alt we visited
a field of alfalfa at thatcher belongingbelon cing
to brother wmwin D johnson in whichchicwe measured stems that were over
three feet long

the saintssainte occupy the central
and most desirable part of thisthin
lovely valley all their settlements
are adjacent to eroheaon other and
extend up and down the river for a
distance of about 22 miles there are
only a few non mormonscormons in that par-
ticular locality five of the ststottleattle
mentsmeats are on the south and three on
the north side of the river on the
south side ibey irrigate from seven
principal ditchedditcdi tcheehep named respectively
the Moot zuma union central dim
rovroo mormon dodge and mathews
ditches on the north side tois the gra-
ham canal the old oregon ditch the
bryce ditch and two ditches supply
ing curtis with water these ditchesvary in length from four to fifteen
miles and tap the river atst different
pointspoint one above the other the gila
riverpossesses a numberdumber of peculiarities
one of them is thisthip that lain times of
low water when it is tapped dry at a
certain point water rises toin it against
that another large ditch can be sup
plied with a sufficient stream a mile
or two below any dry dam of all the
localities inhinhabitedbaited by the latter day
saints in ththe rocky mountains there
are but few if any places that are
more desirable to live in than in thevalleys of the upper gila

thus named in honor of
elder moses thatcher is viethe head
quarters of the st joseph stake of
zion it is situated on the south side
of the gila river the thatcherTbatcher wareward
embraces a strip of country three miles
wide extending from the river on the
north to the graham mountains onoil the
south but only the lower part otof this
tract is under the canals and inhabited
the townsitetow embraces the south halthalf
ofaof a section of land and toIs regularly
laid out but some of the streets have
not yet been opened the center of
the town is about nine miles northwest 4

of solomonSolomonvilleville forty eight milesamiles
northwestnorth west of bowie station the near I1

setest railway point on the southern 4i
pacific railway and ninety vallea
southeast of globe a noted mininmining
camp thatcher toIs known foxfor its ex-
ceedinglycee rich and productive sollsoil I1its
fine orchards nestneat and comfortecomfortable
brick buildings beautiful flower gar-
dens shady groves and industrious binigtn
habitants the presentstrength of U


