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Chat are teachers of religion, com-
bining against us. And because theyare considered honorable men, peo-
ple say, why there Is the Keverend -

men out of the , question,that is the High Priests
and the popular and pious of all
classes, and he selected Hia own
laborers to perform His own work;
and He subsequently told them,youhave not chosen me, but I have

fere with the agency of man; and
anything of that kind is altogether
foreign to the character and spirit of
our mission. - We preach the Gospelto the people, and It Is for them to
receive or reject as they may choose.
We have , done this to a great ex

ular government, and that the voice
cf the people rules. It used to, hut
who rules now? , Weil, no matter,we have got to; make the belt we
can of it. We have a territorial
form of government, with a gover-
nor, appointed by the .administra-
tion. was going to say. God save
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air. no and ao ana Bo and So, theyhave requested us to send petitions
Congress Uto do this and that be-

cause of the wickedness and abomi-
nations of this reople, and ; their
miarepreeentaUons and falsehoods
have been circulated In the religious
magazines and in the political pa--

fers, until the people abroad hardly
what to to Ink. Many of them

think we are a very Infamous pec-p- ie;

they think we are a great deal
more corrupt than they are,' and
that we need not be. And they go

work to legislate to correct our
morals. ' Now, with thousands ef
papers circulating these falsehoods,,
and thece falsehoods coming from
supposed religious and honorable
men, Is it any wonder that the
people ahould be deceived with
regard to ns. I read to day

account of an attempt to drive
our Elders from some of their fields

labor? What for? Because thyare "Mormons." They are ao wick-
ed and so corrupt, and all because
the papers and reverend- - minis-
ters said so and so; and thus
thousands of honorable men are de-

ceived; but many of them, when
they come to a knowledge of the
truth, will : rejoice in It. I want,,
then, to stand In defence of many or
the people of the United Btates who
are thus deceived. It is said in the
scriptures that the serpent cast out

his mouth water as a flood, We
have certainly had floods of false-
hoods, originating, many of them,with these pious people. Do we want
much association with these people?

'

.thrnk not. If they circulate false-
hoods about us, can we respect tbem
very - much? I think :

' not. . We
cannot hold communion with peo-
ple that are corrupt, low and de.
eraded. We were down In ; the
sloughs a little while ago ourselvet ;
we nave come out from among
them and know what they are.
We know the infamies that exist
there, the licenttoutneas, the - cor-

ruption, the social evil, adulteries,
fornication, sodomy, child murder,
and every kind of infamy. And
they come here and ' Want to teach
our children these things We have
got to be careful how we guard our
homer, our firesides, our wives, our
sons and our daughters, from their
association, we don't want these
praotlces; insiduously Introduced
among us. We want to preserve
our purity, our 'virtue, Oar honor,
and our Integrity. -

The time is hastening on,, and I
shall have to atop. I wlah to make
some further remarks, and would
have liked to, have talked
sometime longer. But What shall
we do? I will tell you what I will
try to do. I will try and humble
myself before the Lord and seek
for his blessing, and ray as one of
old said; - "Search me, O God, and
know my heart; try ma and know
my though te; and see If there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me
me in the way everlasting."have talked with my coun-
selors . In the same Way, and
they are of the same mind. We
have talked with the Twelve about
these things, and they are of the
same mind. Now, we call upon all
yoa Seventies, High Priests and
Elders, Voa Bishops, Priests, Teach
ers and Deacons individually and in
your quorum-capacit- y, upon the
heads of families, upon the various
organizations in the Church, upon
ail the Saints who profess to revere '

His name to humble yourselves be-
fore God, to lay aside yoor covetous
nees and your evils of every kind.
And when yoa have done , so, you
that meet together for. prayers .In
your holy, places, ' call upo n God for
guidance, direction and deliverance,
and he will hear your prayers and
deliver yoa, and your enemies shall
have no power over you, for God Is
on the slue 'of Israel, and He will
preserve His people.

' No power
can stay the progress of this work,
for it Is onward, onward, onward,
and will be, until the kingdoms of
this world becomes the kingdoms of
our God and His Chrht, and until
every creature In heaven and In the
earth and under the etrth shall be
heard to exclaim," Blessings and ,

glory and honor and power and --

might and ; majesty and dominion
be ascribed, to him that sitteth upon
the throne and unto the Lamb for

Yery. v1"- - ,vn a. ,,e-- s -

We will leave the Wicaed m the
hands of God: He will deal with
them in His own way. We aire told
that the wicked eha'J slay the
wlcked; and one thing that I am
sorry over in this nation is this: that --

they are striking at the tree of liber-
ty and trying to fetter humanityand bring men into bundage, theyare laying the axe at the root of ihla
government, and unlets tbey speed
ily turn round and repent and follow
the principles they have sworn to
sustain the principles contained in
the -- Constitution of the -- United
Btatet they will be overthrown,
they Will be split up and divided, be '

disintegrated and become weak as
water; for the Lord will hand tbem
in His own way. I ssy these things
In sorrow; but as sure as God lives
unless there Is a change of policy,
these things will most assuredly
take place. ,.;-r- .- ,: ' , p: -

Let us be pure, let us be virtuous,
let us be honorable, Jet us maintain
our integrity, let us do good to all v

men, and tell the truth always, and
treat ; everybody right, no matter
their profession or creed, and love
our religion and keep the command-
ments of God, and it shall be well
with Zion in time and throughout
eternity.,; .: '.: - -

God plea i you. God bless all the
Latter-da- y Saints, Uod; bless all
rulers and all men eeerywhere in re-
sponsible situations., who seek to do
right and to preserve law and untie
and equity ,and to maintain the rights
of all men, and let His wrath , and
Indignation rest upon the preverters
of Justice and those -- who seek to
bind down the human .conscience
and enslave their fellow men .. God
bless yon and lead you In the paths
ot life, in the name of Jesus,
Amen. " -'v 'ii

r t i i ... nAgain,
Methodists, Catholics, and all class
es have come among ne, and who
has Interfered,with them? Has any
body interfered with their worship?No. Has any violence of any kind
bren offered ' them? No, yoa can-
not

to
find it. We are at - their defi-

ance to ahow any such thing here.
What have we done? We have fos-
tered thorn, as baa been referred to;
we have treated them courteously
and kindly and gentlemanly us hon-
orable people ought to do. What
have they done? Combined together

publish some of the most abomin-
able falsehoods that were ever circu-
lated with regard to any community.
Now, this becomes rather a serious to
matter. Talk about love for these:
people! I would do them good. If
they . were hungry X would feed
tbem; If they were naked I' would
clothe , them; if they were sick I
would administer to themji but li
they lied about me and . about this
people I would tell them they .were an
Bars and defamen; I do not care
how pious they are, or how much of
religion they have got, I would tell
mem tne naxed trutn in relation

these matters. - v
They are the avowed advocates of

moral reform, profess to be shocked
our moral obliquity and complainus as being licentious and corrupt.Even every . prominent Christian

minister in this city Joined in a pro-
test against customs inculcated lh
the Scriptures by the Almighty, and
practised by Abraham, Jacob, David
and hosts of the most venerated and of
honoi able men that ever lived,
Eractices which they aver are

corrupt: and these same
ministers Issued a circular calling
upon their fellow " ministers and I
brother Christians throughbu t the
United States to petition Congress
for legislation which should (stop, as
they claim, the "tool system of

and hypocritically Infutj fmMjj m i

serted, to blind the eyes of those not I

familiar with Utah matters, a re
quest for legislation for the suppres-sio- n

of "adultery, reduction, lewd
and lascivious cohabitation and
kindred oflenoes," that they might
"be punishable as In the States aud
other Territories of the Union;" and
political demagogue i Joined with
tueia u una urusaue, t . ; - i

Predicated upon theee solicitations
scores of petitions were forwarded
to Congress to this effect. , ihey I

obtained tneir -

legislation ana in I

their nan tie Christian seal to stamp
out polygamy, a Bible Institution,
Congress, under this priestly influ-
ence so far forgot the : inalienable
rights of man, constitutional guar '
antees and forms of jurisprudence aa
to disfranchise nlne-tant- bs of this
community for the alleged crimes of
the one-ten- th, and that too, with-
out trial; thus making the innocent
suffer for the alleged acts of . the'
guilty. And to day an inifamoos,'
expurgatory test oath. Is Introduced,
at variance with all precedents in
this nation, which as stated by
Judge Black, is altogether f'odlous,
unjust and unconstitutional," which
"reverses those 1 rules of evidence
which lie at the foundation j of civil I
liberty' and is a flagranti violent
and direct attack upon the Inherent
rights of. man. Thus In their in-

temperate, religious zeal making a
direct onslaught upon the bulwarks
of republican instiiutionr, jeopardize
Ing the 'safety of: the state, , and
thoughtlessly, recklessly and moon
eider ately Ignoring every lost prin
ciple ; assailing the fundamental,
doctrines of ' political and religious
freedom; and exerting all - their
energies !n attacking ? a . phan
toai to tear down the pillars of state
and to destroy the Temple of Liber
ty, though they themselves, as a
Samson, perish in the ridni. . ' i

What is the. moral eflect? This
- isame test-oat- a, wnue it assaiisa

scriptural usage practised by the
most renowned, revered and honor
able men of antiquity, who are de?
nominated men of - righteousness
and the friends of God, protects and
sustains the degraded, corrupt and
llcenclous wwho - are auppoaed to be
good Christians and -- not polygam
Ists. ,;:,-"r--i- A " .. .:.- i
' A 1 very honorable, upright and

virtuous gentleman, whom no one
will accuse of immorality or vice
the respected ex-may- or of this city,
who has filled that office with dig
nity and honor for the last six years
has a son who was appointed regis
trar for the Fifth Precinct in this
city; this son ' bad the painful and,
humiliating duty to perform of re
fusing to register his father's name,
because many years ago be had had
more than one wie, but whO
through death, was for same time
without ft wife at all, and has lately
married one wife; and yet this young
man had to perform the disgusting
task, according to the provisions of
said test-oat- h, of registering a no-
torious keeper of a bagnio, and many
of her harlot' associates. Another
circumstance occurred of a gentle-
man who...came to be registered, but

m I. ..1 V. -
thougUS it WOUiu ve nxipractiuauie
for him to take the teat-oat- h.' More
honorable than- - many of his pious
associates, he suggested that he did
not know that he ; could : take
the prescribed oath, for be not only
had a wife, but kept a mistress, but
on examination- - he found the oath
exempted all those who might en-

gage In illicit Intercourse, provided
the association was not, as expressed
in the oath, "In the marriage rela-
tion." On discovering t this, he ob-

served,"! can take that oath, for I
am only married to one;" and he
was acceptel. Another young man
in this city, whilst, having the test
oath read to him, said he cool J not
take it, as he could not swear that
he had net cohabited with more
than one woman; but when the
reading was continued and the
words "in the marriage relation"
sounded In his ears, he said, "I can
go that,'' ftd was duly sworn.

Thus thete moral audi religious
reformers and teachers, tiieee profes-
sors of high moral ideas, these ers

against a rcrlptaral prac-
tice professedly because lit is im-
moral, have introduced safeguards
to protect the libertine, the volup-
tuous and the harlot, whilst they
have made criminal cf those who
have been observing a law instituted
by the Almighty. i Perhaps it would
be considered too severe to call these
"reverend gentlemen" and those
"venerable (seigneurs" who occupy
honorable fpositions in Congress by
the harsh name of hypocriter, yet It
is very humiliating to the sensitive
and virtuous to contemplate the re-
sult of their iil-tlm- ed end intemper-
ate act, for they have thus made
themaeives,while proeasing purity,
the advocates and abettors of vice,
liocntonine s. . immorality and
crime. . L r

t I wish here to apologise a little
for the people of the United States,
for I think sometimes ; we carry
the this too far in relation to
them. Hera are men supposed
trcttli fca la lay cties ccrzrrmUy
to to hcscrtlo tztt rsvsrtnd rata
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'According to the common usages
of men, we have at least a reason
able right to our prop or proportion,
but it is evident we do not have It.
And then our educational interests
are interfered with by these very
men who - state how ignorant we
are. For Instance, the Juegis'ature
of Utah appropriated the means of
the people to'help build a university.
Who was to furnish the meant? The
people of this territory. Who raid
they should not do li? The Gover-
nor, and through his action the ap-
propriation

to
was vetoed. These are

some of the things we have to con
tend with. On the other hand, laws
are enacted ininrcal to the interests
of this people. And then His Ex
cellency goes to work and appointsut ot oft! can! contrary to the law
of the land; kcjs beyond the act of
Congress aod appoints officers to fill
nearly every offic e In the Territory,
vacant or not, as the case may be.

am not going to enter into the de-
tails of it, but jwe have generally
found that there were people in
those offices; that they had aright
there, and that the Jaw provided to
that they should hold over until their
successors were elected and quail tied.

believe the law so reads; indeed, I at
am told that the law not only reads of
so, but that the Governor's commis
sions to many of these officers also
reads so, and hence his present ac-
tion la violative of his own commis-
sions. j

These are some of the things we
have to contend with; Do we wish
to fight the government of the
United States? j No. What shall
we do? Stand! up for the' rights
granted to us by the laws and con
stitution of the United States as
American citizens. We have ex
pott facto laws, religious inquesa-torl- al

laws, we have laws , which
smack strongly of bills of attainder,
and we have test oaths presented,
all of which .and many others are
unconstitutional and are violative
of oar constitutional rights. I have
the opinion ofj some of the bst
Jurists of the nation to the edict
that all these things are a violation
of law, and that men have no busi-
ness to be subjected to such Infm-ie- s,

nor become tbsir own accusers.
An eminent Jurist spesklog of this
queried how this kind of thing
would apply hi Washington, where
miscegenation has prevailed to so
great an extent. Suppose some o
those who practised this thing were
placed under such a law, bow. would
it oporats with them? Why several
members of Congress have said that
if the Edmunds law had been made
applicable to adulterers, and men
had to become ;their own accusers, it
would unseat three-fourt- hs of the
members of Congress. Ex pott
facto laws, have been passed, which
are clearly unconstitutional, aud it
Is for us to test them in the court,
and we mean to do It; for although
as religionists we go as messengers
of peace to the nations, yet as
American citizens we mean to coa-ten- d

for our rights, loch by inch,
legally and constitutionally, God
being our helper.

"

Another thing God expects us to
do, and that Is to maintain the
principle of human rights. I have
felt sorrowful In watching the ac
tion of Congress , towards us sor-
rowful, not only on our own account,
but on theirs. We fear no evil arising
from those things,for we are anxious-
ly performing our duty before God.
But we owe it to ourselves aa men;
we owe it to cor families, our chil
dren, and to posterity; we owe it to
the lovers of freedom in this land,of
which there are , thousands, yea,
millions, who despise acts of op-
pression: and tyranny; we owe it to
all liberty loving men, to stand up
for human rights and protect human
freedom, and in the name i of: God
we will do It, and let all the congre-
gation say Amen. . (The .immense
congregation responded, Amen.)

Joseph,the despised of his father's
house became their deliverer. Mos-
es, , the foundling and outcast of
Egypt, became .the deliverer and
lawgiver of Israel Jesus, the de-

spised Nazarene, introduced princi-
ples that revolutionized the moral
ideas and ethics of the world. . And
It may not be among the Improba-
bilities, that the prophesies of Jos
eph Smith may be fulfilled and that
the calumniated and despised Mor-
mons may yet become the protectors
of the oonsutuuon ana tne guardi-
ans of religious liberty and human
freedom in these United States. ,

;
'

Now these are some of my feel-
ings upon f some of these points.
And I will proceed a little further
and say that I do not blame many
men for entertaining the sentiments
which they do towards . ua.; . There
la ft feeling and desire to see fair
play and honesty deep down in the
hearts of millions of the people of
these United States, who ardently
desire to, see justice equally and
honorably administered to all people
within the nation. That was man-
ifested very clearly during the pas-
sage of the Edmunds bill, and while
many of these venerable Senators
and honorable members of the
House could 1 not consclentloaaly
with their limited information and
the false statements made by our
enemies sustain Polygamy, yet, to
their honor be it spoken, they, en-
deavored to maintain human rights,
free toleration and religious liberty,
and the rights of man without dis-
tinction of party throughout this
realm. We honor, appreciate and
respect such . men as honorable re-

presentatives of the founders of this
nation, and of the thousands who to-

day embrace ; similar . opinions.
It is the! debauched, the
corrupt, the violators-- of principles
and law and deeecrators of the sa
cred principles , of ; liberty, It la
their pernicious practices which
are striking at the foundation of
the institutions of this country
and which are : demoralizing and
destroying the nation, and - there
are thousands of high ' minded
and honorable men to-da-y who on
account of trickery, hypocrasy, dis-

honesty and crime stand aloof from
the filthy pool of politics. They
have seen honor, truth,' Integrity
and virtue trampled ' under foot,
they have seen corruption and crime
like a repulsive octopus pushing Its
Briarean arms into every depart-
ment of State; they have seen cor-

ruption and crime : like a deadly si-

moon permeating every department
of the body politic, and debauching
and corrupting the nation, and they
have shrunk from the disgusting
contact; how far they can reconcile
this with their ideas of patrotlsm it
li fcr these rssrtssors to say, , It is
not the honorable and u?r! --ht, the
men of virtue and integrity trat we
would proclaim against; it .is the
vicious, the untruthful, the calum-
niators, the corrupt and debauched,
the stirrers op of sedition and strife,
and the enemies cf Uw, order, tIt-te- s,

rishtscsjxsa, Jostles, ksnxn
liberty and the rights cf rasa to

tent. Many of you Elders who are
before and around me and there
are some thousands have been en-
gaged preaching c this t Gospel, but
none of you ever U8edcoercion,none
of yoa ever attempted to force anyman to ' obey f the ? message
that you had to declare.
If you did. you did not
understand your calling. And when
yon have been among the different
nations preaching this Gospel, hate
you sought to interfere with their
governments or with their laws, or
endeavored to stir up commotion or
rebellion or trouble ot any kind? No.I am at the defiance of the world to
prove any such statement-- That
does not belong to oar faith. When
the iUders are sent forth, they go as
servants of God with a message from
the Xiord. to unfold the Scriptures
and to bear testimony of the things
that uiey tnemseivee are witnesses
of; and to administer the ordinance's
ot the Gospel to ail those who believe
on their: words. This Is the position
that we occupy In these matters.
And what else do we" do? We
gather the people together; and
tbey no - sooner - receive this
Gospel than they are anxious to
gather with , the people of God.
Why? Because the Scriptures say
that 'they would? Because the
Scriptures say, (gather my people.
those that have made ovenaot
with me by sacrifice" No, but be-
cause they have obeyed the Gospel
and ' received the Holy Ghost, and
that Holy Ghost has Instructed
them pertaining to these matters, as
it Instructed the prophets in former
times that such an event would
transpire. The people have gather
ed together, and yoa could not keep
them back if yoa were to try to.
They have been tryiog. Yoa know
thu Mr. inverts wrote communica-
tions to the European ministers re
questing tbem to use their Influence
oy way or putting a stopto the "Mormon" emigration.It is rather a sorry comment upon
the government of this nation, that
boasts of its being "the land of the
free, the home of the brave, and
the asylum for the oppressed," and
that a little over a hundred years
ago the chief, complaint agatnst the
nation from whence thu colonists
came,-wa-s the lack of religious tol
erationj to think that they should BO

far rorget their original condition as
to call upon what they term the ef-
fete monarchies of Europe to assist
them in suppressing religious liberty
aad- - controlling human - freedom.
And when, this subject was brought
before ' Mr. Gladstone, the ' Prime
Minister of Great Britain, a short
time ago by some pragmatical zealot
in the' British Parliament ' calling
his attention to the request of the
American Secretary,' he. very, dis-

tinctly told him that Mhe was un
able to interfere with the operations
or toe mormons in Jtsngiand, as he
presumed their eonverts went with
them willingly.'-'-. Thus --wnue the
American government is trying to
exert force and to interfere with re
1 igloos matters and bind the con-
sciences of men, the British govern
meat pleads for and guarantees to Its
subjects religious and social liberty,I am told that Mr., Evarta is
a great - grandson of Boger
Sherman, one of the signers
of the Declaration of Independ
ence. I should not : have thought
that that gentleman would have so
soon forgotten the position occupied
by his ancestor. Bat it seems that
such is the fact, nevertheless.

I repeat our mission la to preach
the Gospel, and then to gather the
people tnat embrace it." And why?
That there might be " a neucleus
formed, a people , gathered who
would, be under the inspiration or
the Almighty, and who would be
willing to listen to the voice of God,
a people who would .receive and
obey His word when it wa made
known to them. And this . people
in their gathered condition are called
Zion, or the pure in heart. I wish
we were pure in heart; that Is,! wish
we were more so uuta we are. And
this is something that we all need
to reflect upon, to consider the pit
from whence we were dug, and the
rock from whence we were hewn. I
have heard people say, they were
born in sin, and.cradiea In Iniquity.
It . is probably very true. - Many of
us have been rocked in those cra
dles, and k we have been nurtured
amidst inramie, and we nave caen
surrounded by and ' enveloped ; in
evils of all kmds. We talk some
times about Babylon "Come out of
her O my people, that ye partake
not of her sins, nor receive of her
plagues." We need , not say too
much about those peeple, for we
came oat from them ourselveij and
it would not be becoming on our
part to speak badly about our form-
er status; . t That teminds me of a
conversation I had some years ago
with some Protestants who were
abusing the Catholics. I reminded
them of tne fact tnat.tney descend
ed from them. They were calling
the Catholio Church the mother of
harlots. Well, said I, If that be
true, she has brought forth a scurvey
of&prlng. History cortalnly informs
as that the Protestants came out
from the Catholics, and therefore.
if the Catholic Church is the mother,
theveertalnlr must be the daughters;
and one would think there should
be some affinity between them It
is not considered proper for persons
to rail asainst their mother.
It Is well for ua to comprehend our

nosltlon with regard to the nation.
Being gathered together jm a people,
we have assumed a political status,
for we not only brought our religion
and our spirits with us,but our bodies
also:. and by thus being gathered.r m a a iIn this land we become naiuraiiy au
integral part of the United States.
We have leeeived by the act of the
government of the United States a
territorial form or government, m
which we are authorized to perform
certain functions of a political na
ture, and to enjoy, as . do all other
Territories, the free and fall rights
of American citizens therein and
thus have become a part of the body
politic of these United States, with
all the rights, privileges and im
munities pertaining thereto, as ex
ercised and enjoyed by all American
citizens throughout this broad land;
and these are guaranteed unto
na ; . in - --the constitution - of
the United States and by the
Congress of the United ' Elates
In an Instrument denominat-
ed the Organic Act. And I will 67
this much for the United States:
with all ber faults and infirmities, I
do not believe there is a nation upon
the face of the earth to-da- y where
we could have as much litzrty as
we enjoy here, and that is precious
little. Gad knows. We tit ts.J

chosen you and set you apart! unto
this mission. When a message had
to be proclaimed to the world in
these last days the agents were
chosen on the same principle. There
was any amount of teacher of di-

vinity, any amount of professors of
theology, any amount of reverend,
and might reverend fathers and all
classes of religious men and religi-
ous teachers; but 'God did not recog-
nize them. He chose a young
uneducated man and inspired him
with the spirit of revelation, and
placed upon him a mission and re-
quired ' htm to perform if; and hewas obedient to that require
ment, I sptax of this to show
that - we none of us had any
thing to do with the Introduction
of this work, but that, as in all other
dispensations in the various agee of
the world, uod was the originatorof everything that tended to develop

knowledge of Himself and of his
plans and purposes; to unfold the
past, to develop the present, and to
make manifest the future.

To whom are we indebted for this
book, called the Bible? We are told
that holy men of old spake as theywere moved upon by the Holy
Ghost And from whence did they
receive that Holy Ghost? Not of
man, nor by man, but by the reve-
lations of Goo, through our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. We sometimes
feel to exalt ourselves a little in the
position' that we occupy pertaining
to the Priesthood, pertaining to our
organization, and pertaining to oral
nances, etc. What have we to glory
In? Nothing. None of us knew any-
thing until I t was revealed. None of
as could comprehend any or these
principles only as tbey have been
made manliest. I5at. by obedience
to the Gospel we have received the
Ho)y Ghost, and that Spirit takes of
the things of God and shows them
to us. We have received thu : and
hence have been baptised into one
baptism and all partaken of the
eelf-eam- e Bpirlt, as Paul expressed

, 'dividing to every man teverally
as he will' The quest! n arises,
What is the object of thte? It is
that the world should be vlsl ted
from time to time and communica
tions mde to the human family.
Because light cleaves to light, truth
cleaves to truth, intelligence cleaves
to Intelligence; and as u we are all
made in the image or uod, and as
God is the God and Father of the
spirits of all flesh, it is His right, it
is jum prerogative to , commu
nicate with the human family.
We 5 are told that there Is f a
spirit in man and the inspltatlon of
the Almighty aivetn is understand
ing. God having made the earth j
made the people to Inhabit It, and
made ail things that exist therein.
has a right to dictate, has a right to
make known His will, has a right
to communicate with whom He
will And control matters as He sees
Droc3n.it belongs to Him by right:
and He has seen proper In these last
days to restore His Gospel to the
earth, and, as l said before, intelli
gence cleaves to intelligence. we
read in the scriptures concerning
man being eon of God. We read in
the Scriptures about men becoming
the adopted sons of God through
obedience to the Gospel. Hence it
is said: "Now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be; but we know
that when He shall appear, we shall
be like Him: for ;we shall see Him
as He Is." By what means,? Through
the atonement of Jesus Christ
and by ttte rmdjum of the Gospel
which has been introduced in dif
ferent ages for that purpose. God
havintrfelt disposed to reveal the
Gospel in these last days, his given
the same principles ana powers, tne
same light, revelatljnand intelli-
gence that He did in "former ages
for the accomplishment of the same
work and for the imminent oi uis
TJurDoees relating to the human
family who are His children. Hence
we ocennv a verr tecullar nosltlon
in relation to God, m relation to the
earth in which we live and toe peo-
ple theieof in relation to both to
the living and to the dead. - . .

it la procsr for us to comprehend
the position that we occupy. We
sometimes arrive at curious con
elusions pertaining to the wicked
hees of the world, and a variety of
other things aseociated therewith.
And permit me to say here, that we
had no more to do with the peoples
of the world, or the placing of them
in the rjosltion they occupy, than
we had in restoring tne Gospel. , We
find ourselves a few people mixed
up with the world. We find too
that when tne word oi uoa is mane
manliest and the revelations of. Qod
are developed, that many things as
they exist amongst - mansina are
oat of order.There is a great amount
of nriestcraft. idclatry, corruption,
oppression, tyranny, murder, blood- -
shea, covetousnest,. licentiousness.' m A.

and every kind oi iniquity mat can
be conceived of: and that is more
clearly made manifest to us bscause
tha Lord has been . teaohms us
through the Prophets,-an- d Inspiring
am with other feeling?, and given
unto ua to comprehend things more
elearlv than others do. isut wnat
have we to do with the people of
the world? We complain sometimes
that they do not treat us exactly
riifht. Well, they do not In all re
snects. and I do not think this is
verv difficult to understand. Bat
there is nothing new about that.
God has revealed unto ns His law,
and they do not comprehend it,
neither do they want to; nor did
the antediluvians. They were very
wicked, very corrupt and very de
praved, very Immoral and very die
honest: but that was a matter .be
tween them and the Lord, and He
dealt with them: and it U His busi
ness to deal with the nations or ue
earth at the preeent time and not
ours farther than we are directed
by him. i What la the mission that
we have to parform to this nation?
It is to preach the Uoepei. inat is
one thing. That was the mission
given to the disciples of Jesus in His
day: Go ye into all the world and
preach the UosDei: he that benevetn
and at baptized shall be' saved; and
ne that believeth not en an be damn
ed. This mission: is being! carried
out In the fact of our sendins re
presentatives of this latter-da- y work
to all the civilized nations that will
receive our missionaries. But we
are not placed here t con
trol people; we are not placed
here to use any improper influence
over the minds or consciences of
men. It is not for us to attempt to
do what Mahommet did to Bay
that there was but one God. and
Mahommed was His prophet, and
by force compel all others to ac-

knowledge it. To attarspt to do
that would be to attempt to Inter

the mark, we have lodges and
other officers: and we have a noml
nal legislature that makes our laws.
dui inose laws can be vetcsd by one
man; There Is a greet deal of ab
solutism about It. But these are
the circumstances In which we era
S laced; and I suppose it ie thoughty a great many that we ought to
consider It a great privilege to be sl
owed to live, we do thrnk so. but

we are not indebted to any officials
for it; they did not give us oar life,neither did this government. There
are certain prtneipiee uu. a
herent In man. that belong to man.
and that were enunciated la an early
day, before the United States goven-me- nt

was formed, and they are prin
ciples: that rightfully belong to all 1
men everywhere.- - They are des- -
scribed In the Declaration of Inde
pendence as inalienable tlgbts. one
of which is that men have a rightto live: another is that they have

right to pursue happlnesi: and
another is that they have a right to 1 1
be frea'and no man has authority to I

deprive them of those God-give- n

rights, and none but tyrants would
dolt These principles I say. are
nalienable in man; they, belong to

him; they existed before any con
stitutions were framed or any , laws
made..- - Men nave m various ages
striven to strip their fellow men of
these rights, and dispossess them of
them. , And hence the wars, the
bloodshed and carnage that have
spread over the earth. We there
fore are not Indebted to the United
States for these rights; we were free
aa men corn into the world,' havingthe right to do ai we please, to act

please, as Jong as we do not
transgress - constitutional law nor
violate the rights of others. ;

using organized, then. Into a arov--
ernment such as it is that is, the
name of a government, the name of
a legislature, the name ; of a free
people being organised ss we are,
what neztr .Wt u are necessarily
obliged to look after our affairs as
men, oar politics aflairs. Our mis
sion to the world is a mission of
peace, the Goscel proclaims peace
on earth : and good will to man.
Then, Lelog organised In a govern
mental capacity, we certain
rights. They profess to give them
to ns, but they don't. They try to
deprive us of them while professing
to Impart them. I might enter into
a long line of argument here; no
matter, 1 am. merely speaking
upon tome genera principle. What
then is oar duty bere, say as a peo-
pleleaving leligion out of the
question altogether? As men and
as American citizens we have
the , right to , all the pri-
vileges,, and Immunities, pro
teotion and rights of every kind
that any men in these United States
have, and no honorable man or men
would seek to deprive us of them.
When we talk about rights, these
are the rights, aa I understand
them.that we possess In this nation.
Is it proper, therefore for us, as men
and as citizens of the United States
to look after oar rights? I think it
is. Do we want to violate law? No,
we do not, although we know many
of these laws are wrong, corrupt and
unconstitutional. We haveno rightto find fault with others about their
religion. ? We preach the Gospel;
they receive or reject it as they
please. If we hare found the bene
fit of embracing it let us be thank
ful; but we will not Interfere with
them In their religion. . Are they
Methodists? They can worship as
they please Presbyter lans. Catho-
lics, Baptists, or any other "iata"
can worship a they please, that is
none of our business, that is a mat
ter between them and their Uod.
But when they interfere with our
rights ,as - citizens , of the United
States, it becomes . our , business to
look after our liberties. :.f

As religionists we call upon them,
as a duty committed to us, as we
aver,' by the Almighty. ' Our mis-
sion is to call upon this nation and
all nations to repeat of their sins, of
tneir lacivxmsnees. adultrles, forni-
cations, murders, blasphemies and
or an aianoness and corrupt practices.Bat in this we use no force; havinglaid these matters before them, theyhave their tree will to receive or re
ject. As religionists they may pro
claim us bigamists or poiygamlsts or
What they please, that is their busi-nees,a- nd

they most answer for their
own acts; as politicians or states
men they most at least give na the
benent or the Constitution and laws;
these, as a portion ot the body politic,
we contend for as part of our politi-
cal rights. We do not claim, nor
profess, nor desire, to Interfere with
any man's religion or .conscience.
We have nothing to do with their
religion, nor; they with ours. . Re-
ligious fait a or belief Is not a politi-
cal factor. The Constitution has
debarred its Introduction into the
arena of politic; and every officer of
the United States has pledged him-
self under a solemn oath to abide by
and sustain that Instrument, and
not one of them can interfere with
it without a violation of his oath, t
' What have we done in defense of

our liberties? Lhave heard several
people say that we are inclined to
be aggressive. I think we are not
aggressive, but some of the laws are
very aggressive. We have a grand
J ury organized of some fifteen men.
How many of them' are Latter-da-y

Saints? Two, I . think. So I sup-
pose there is one-tent-h of the citi-
zens cf this Territory loyal, patriot-
ic and honorable, and the rest are
considered to be unpatrktlc,disloyal,etc But we ought at least to be
tried before we are condemned; that
la the law as I understand it. Now
this one-tent- h of loyal, good aad
virtuous - people get thirteen men
empaneled, and the nine --tenths get
but two to represent them, uat
unfortunately for these loyal and
patriouo people carefully prepared
statistics show that this ten per cent.
of population supplies eighty per
cent, of the criminals t How is it in
other things? There is considerable
said about offices and oScers.Where
is -- there a man appointed from
among the people to hold any office
la the gift of ' the national govern-
ment? To use the words of a
thoughtful non-"Mormo- n" obser-
ver, though "the 'Gentiles' consti-
tute only ten per cent, of the popu-
lation, yet from this small minority
are taken the Incumbents of nearly
every position of influence ; and
emolument. They have the gover
nor, with1 abeolate veto rower, sec
retary,-Jadges-

, marahals, prosecut-
ing attorney, land register, recorder,
surveyor-genera- l, clerks of the
courts, commissioners, principal
post-cc-9 tc&U contractors, postal
tssatay reveaca xzitrsrra tad ccl-licto- rs,

periatsadsat cfIna ci

t

Wk have had a Tery intereetfog
Conference, and a gieat maoy
thoughts, ideas and reflections have
been presented to the people In a
clear and pointed 'manner, and-- I

have been pleated to b e the unani-
mity and harmony, that have existed
in oar midst. And while I attemptto speak to you J shall ask an Inter-
est in your prAyera that I max be
strengthened to piform the labor.
It is difficult tot a peop!e to under-
stand and to retain everything that
may be said i a Conference like
this, where there are so manysut
Jecti dwelt upon and so many prin
ciples enunciated; but it 'is a great
blessing for us that we are situated
as we are, and that we possess the
intelligence which has been commu-
nicated

a
from time to time. Many

great and prectyua principles having
been revealed tinto us, it becomes
necessary for us to try to com pre-
bend them, that we may understand
trie position wej occupy terore Uodf
before the worl in wnicnwe iive,
and before the telllgencea that ex- -

1st behind the veil in the eternal
worlds. VVi ve a great and im
portant mission: Committed unto us,
and it is for ui to seek to compre-
hend if that ( mission . and ful-
fil the vailoUs duties and tea

devolving upon ' us.
The Lord has given unto ua a form
of i government, an organization,
priesthood and authority to enable
us to perform these several duties,
and he has certaiu plans, purposes
and designs tJaccomplish pertaining
to us, pertaining to this nation, to
other ratloDiisnd to the world In
which we live, pertaining to those
who have Kved . and are now in
another state of existence, and also
pertaining to! these who shall yt

The time m which we live is de-
nominated inf Scripture "the dispen-
sation of the fulness of. times,"
wherein it is fcald God will gather to-

gether all things hi one, whether
they be thing) in the earth or things
in the heavens. This dispensation
embraces all pother dispensations, all
principles and -- powers, rights, privi-
leges, immunities and developments
that have existed among men in the
various aged that are past. This
globe - did not originate with man,
nor was It constructed, designed or
manipulated! by him, nor were any
of Its organlJms, eenclent or inani-
mate; for wet are told that in the be-

ginning God created the heaven and
tne earth and all that in them is;
nor did this dispensation with which
we are associated, nor nave any or
the dispensations associated with
the works, plans or designs of the
Almiehty orialnated with man.
After mail had fallen, and it became
necessary that he be driven from
the garden, IS needed the interposi-
tion of the Almighty, for as is said
la the Book of Job it was necseaary
to "deliver his soul from the pit; I
have found a ransom." That ran
som was tne lumy begotten eon ox
Qod who offered himself in the be-ttinn- lne

to meet the demands of Jus
tice, to carry out tne purposes ox me
Almighty, ana to Do a eaviorana
Redeemer to tnan. Adam was per
fectly1 helpless in this - respect,
and it needed 1 the direct Interposi
tion of the Almighty for the accom
plishment or 1 this object, in tne
Datriarcha). Or antediluvian ace,
when men were pat In possession of
any hope, amy intelligence, any
knowledge, on any revelation car- -

talning to God; these things did not
originate with man,- - they rame
from theLiOidl and were civen bv
inspiration; and when on account of
the wickedness and corruption of
mankind the old world had to be de-

stroyed, a way was provided for a
small remnant to be spared. By
whom? By man? No. God dicta
ted it. The I Prophets prophecied
about it. They taught the antedi
luvians as the people of this day are
beloir taught, ihey warned them of
the impending ruin that would
overwhelm them, of the prison
honse to which they would go, and
of the wrath! and Indignation of
Heaven which would be poured out
upon the peoples of the erth, It
came to pass a? they had. declared.
But God provided a way for the per
pstuatlon of the human family. It
was foretold ta Methuselah that his
seed thould be preserved to perpet
uate the human family upon the
earth, and it was ao, Noah, who was
ene or his descendants, lumueauxas

....ucurcv. v i

Again in later ages when the
children of Israel were in bondage
in Egypt the did not originate the
method of their own deliverance,
nor roint out the way for its accom--

xney were m a siaie or
Elishment. Vassalage. God raised
them up a Moses, revealed His will
to him, set him apart for this mis-
sion, told him! what to do, and after
some little difficulties arising from
human weaknesses were r removed,
Moses was accepted, and the Jjord
became his inatrnctor, and pointed
mit in all Instances -- the courte
that I he should pursue, and
in t what manner the children of
Tarae! were to lie delivered, ana lie,
the Holy One of Israel, gave them
Ills law and ordinances and reveal-
ed unto them iHis will, and stood by
and sustained 1 guided and directed
them. .This salvation aid not come
from the people, It did not originate
with them, uiey owed it an to
the source of au txutn, au ngnc, an
Intelligence, all power and blessings.
The time at length arrived that the
Bon of God was to come, jn either
the Rcribes add Pharisee, the High
Priests and Baducees., nor any of
the eeeta and parties or the day
comprehended the things that were
about to transpire, ana iau agwug
to do with bringing them to pass.
His advent Was announced to His
mother by an angsl, and His birth
was heraiaea to enepneres dt an
angelic host, and the wise men of
the j-j-

ut were - ieu Dy xiis star to
Bathlahem of Judea where they
found the Jafant Savior, whom they
recognized as the Mefsiab, and to
whom wey. brought presents oxgoiu,
frankincense .and myrrh; and whom
thv wnrBhlDDed. . . . .

It is said la speaking ef the Bon
or God that be did not come to do
Ills own will, nor to carry out His
own rmrncsff. nor to foiSl any par
tlruUr tJan Lf Hi"'" own.v but He
came to do the will of iHis , Father
who sent Him. Jasua in. seleeting
Hia disciples took one va an here and
another there a tax eatherer, a
fiVipmin. End others i who It was
thought were the most unlikely of
toy men to carry out the purposes
ot Cod. He 1 the great
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