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filed so far have in that fulfilmentfulfillment
been accompanied by divine revela-
tion
those prophecies that remain to be

Sal filled willaswill as surely be accompa-
nied by revelations when chrlot
first came his coming was heralded
by angels by the spirit of god ope-
rating on men hie ministry was
followed by revelations on the
mount in gethsemane and the
spirit was poured out upon his fol-
lowers A nd yet at his first com-
ing he appeared in humility de-
spised by men in general what
will not his second coming judg-
ing from this bring with IVit surelyburely
revelations cannot cease as long as
god has promised to send his son
in glory to visit this earth and its
inhabitants preparations on the
earth are necessary for such an
event preparations that no man can
make without the aid of divine rev-
elationselat ionsious

during the ages past god liashas tried
the human race in every respectresiect
the patriarchal dispensation ended
in a corruption which even the de-
luge could not check
dispensation ended in the rejection
and dispersion of the covenant peo-
ple the gospel dispensation ended
in the apo of the apostolic
churches and the reign of Aantichristantich riot
but god is prepared to gain the vic-
tory yet he promised inia the end of
time to establish that kingdom which
shall stand forever never to be over-
thrown and hence the necessity of
continuous revelation

difficulties IN ascertaining
THE MEANING OF THE

in considering the question
whether the bible is sufficient for
the guidance of men to al it
becomesbecony a matter of great import-
anceance to ascertain whether the lan-
guage employed by the sacred writ-
ersers isis sufficiently clearcearA to be under-
stood in all main pointspointe at least if
the spirit of gougod in directing the
composition of the books of the
bible intended to make these books
a code of divine laws whereby fur-
ther revelation should be renrendereddered
superfluous we may reasonably ex-
pect to find in the bible a clear lan-
guage conveying the I1 leas in a
manner to be easily understood by
the earnest reader we may expect
to find no ambiguity no indistinct-
ness

human jaws are written with the
greatest possible care lawmakers
aim at clclearoeeartie s seeing that this is
indispensable when laws are made
for the guidance of the citizen
yet with all possible care in framing
laws it has been found that no law
ever was framed however carefully
worded that could not be construed
in more than one way hence the
necessity of a supreme court to
whichwhick all cases can hebe appealed the
meaning of any disputed paragraph
of the lawjaw authoritatively given
no human law would ever be a
complete guidance forthefor- the citizens
without huab a supreme court

now the question is simply this
Is the bible clear enough soBO that it
undoubtedly can be understood in
only one way if it be then there
may not be any need for the I1 lousu

preme courtlcourt 9 of divine revelation
to appeal to in order to ascertain its
meaning since this tois in noano jinstance
doubtful but if the bible is not clear
eiAenoughough if it is so worded that in
many instances the same passage
mayinay lieie understood in more than one
way then further revelation is nec-
essary in order to settle these points
if every passagepas sage of the bitbibla does
notdot convey only one meaning and
this many passages
can be and have been conisconstruedtrued in
various ways antiand if divine revela-
tion be abolished then we aie ex-
actly in this position we have a
code of laws and a collection of doc-
trines but for the right understand-
ing of those laws and doctrines we
are entirely at the mercy of the
sagacity or the stupidity of the theo-
logical lawyers with whom we hup-
pen

hap-
pen to be connected there is then
no appeal no authority no certain-
ty

let us honestly consider some of
the facts in the case wishout shrink-
ing from the ble conclusion

first we are met by the sad fact
that mankind has notdot yet been able
to decide exactly how many and

I1 which of the ancient books really
belong to the bible the protestant
churches now accept sixty five books
in all viz thirty eight in the old
testament and twenty seven in the
new but luther was not quite
certain about the canonicity of all
of the twenty seven books of the
new testament the revelationJRe of
john was always suspicious to him
because hebe did not understand it
and themoralepistleastle of james he thoughtbethought
was more fitt to be burned than to be
read As to the books of the old
testament a much later and better
informed critic michaelis has pro-
posed to exclude the two books of
chronicles from the canoncabon while
others have hatthad their grave doubts
concerning the bong of songs
but the catholic church so far
from beingbe ug disposed to dimin-
ish the number of books has
added all those which by protestants
have been called apocryphal the
whole apocryphal collection was
by the council of trent 16451545 de-
clared to be holy scripture and the
council did so with some antiquity
in support of the decision too for
the book of baruch is quoted as can-
onical by origen Athanaslus cyril
and Epihanius tabith adithjudith
wisdomwi dom of solomonSolowon
and two are quoted as
canonical by the great augustine
whetherther then the bible should
consist of seventy ninedine books in-
cluding the fourfourteenteon apocrypha or
of sixty five or of only sixty one
excluding the two chronicles and
james and the revelation is
yet a question awaitingdg its
final decision and it would seem
but reasonableremo not to abolish the
immediate revelations from god
until this problem has been satisfac-
torily solved

secondly accepting any of the
above mentioned books as canoni-
cal a great difficulty presents itself
in determining the precise text
what the first authors wrote is in
some cases impossible to determine
let it be remembered that our pres-
ent bibles with their divisionsdivisi of

chapters and verses are by no
means exactly such as the first
authors left them much is the
work of uninspired mauman the
original manuscripts were copied in
Dumnumerouserous editions and it was aal-
ways possible infil copycopyinging co deop
a letter to misspell a word to
leave out a word etc translations
ami paraphrases have been made
these were notdot always correct in
every particular in the case ofoatliethe
old testament the original authors
did notdot write the vowels but only
the consoliconsonantsants it was the work of
later men to insert all the vowels
but whether these later men in all
instances orer even in most inserted
the right vowels is another open
question at all events if it were
possible to prove that all the
consonants of the old Teettestamentament
are identical with those written by
the original authors and therefore
inspired yet all the cowets which
are added many years afterwardsdb by
uninspired men cannot be proved
to be of divine origin or such as god
originally intended themm to be

A few instances may be quoted to
illustrate the nature of such easily
recognized changes as the sacred
text has suffered in jonah i1 9
the prophet says 1 Iiamaam a hebrew
where the original reading probably
was as the septuagint has it 1I
am a servant of jehovah the
difference is between ivri hebrew
antiand avdi the bercanthervan t of jehovah
in I1 pet liii 3 it will always be
dubious whether the correct reading
Isie if ye have tasted that the lord
is gracious or that the lord is
chrid 1 the fact is that both ththeseso
words were sometimes written with
the letters CUche standing both tofo
chrstos and JAreVAre afosatos gracious in
genesis i1 8 the words gotgod saw
that it was good is wanting at the
end of the second days creation
but it is found in verse 10 in the
middle of the third days work in-
dicatingdi a transposition sometimes
verses have been added by later
copyists such variations amount
to many thousands inIB all leaving
the present text very far from satis-
factory in its details

theologians in admitting this
as they are compelledcompel Jed to do by the
facts generallygenerallv smooth the disagree-
able impression over with the assur-
ance that none of all these varia-
tions in the text affect the meaning
in the least degree the most in-
accurate text ever writwrittenteD 22 they
say leaves the truths of scripture
substantially unchanged but this
is evidently said more torfor the sake
of the effect than for the
sake of truth for the theologians
themselves always insist on
the very letter of the text the little
words this Isie were sufficient in the
quibble between luther and calvin
to cut the Protes body in two
halves each wishing to roast the
other in hell yes the theologians
build doctrines not only on words
but on forms of words discriminat-
ing between the meaning of the
same words when used in this form
or the other in a textwhere wordsworde
are so important it is ridiculous to
say that manymady thousand varia-
tions are of no importance and
besides since we know there are


