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bumblest wiil theo say, *I bad rather
be a doorkeeper in the house of the
Liord, than dwell in the tente of the
‘wicked.,??

OKLAHOMA CONFERENCE.
HenxxesseEy, 0. T., May 17, 1885,

It is with pleasure that { forward a
few !ines to the readers of the NEwS
pertajning to the Oklaboms. missinn.
This part of ke fieid bas nol been
bheard [iom for some Lime, 80 a brief
asceount of our experiences for a little
while bagk muy ve intereating.

On the let wf May Jast we left our
beadquarters, Brotber Bmlith’, oo a
mieslooary tour. ‘e lraveled south
seven milles toa school house known ae
tbe Union, where wo were treated
royally by the people residiog 1a the
nelghborbood. This place we vlsited
once belore and it was with great dil-
floulty that we obtaloed a pluce tu re-
mal over night, as they were very
hostile lg our faith. We were deter-
mined, huwever, that they sbould
bear us. Al tbe first meeting held we
met with muco oppusition, but suc-
ceeded in making ene good iriend, W.
J. Biroes. QOan thisour first visit three
mestiogs were held, sll of which were
well attended. We dJesired lo hold
more meetinge, bot a8 we wounld bave
been compelled to remsain with Mir,
Barnes we 0id nol wish to0 wear our
welcome out, so lefLafter the gentle-
map had tnase ue promise we would
retarn.

It was the fulfilment of this promiee
tbat caused the secood visit. We ar-
rived Weduesday evening, May lst,
and were receivad by our friend Mr.
B. The followlng wmornlng we
sepataied, each of wus ocovering
a sectioofor in other words fourmiles],
notifylou the people of ourintention
bold s meeting. Qur labore were re-
warded by baving a house fall of at-
tentive Hstepers. The principles of
the Gospel were dwelt upon at length
and for gne bour and thres Quarlers we
bad their undlvided inkersst. At the
close of the meetlng sll prefufice
sesmed to bave been removed. ‘Three
invitatlons were received from separ-
ate invividusls to share of their boe-
pitality fur tbe night. At this onr tast
stay five neetings were neld, the resuit
of whlch efforded us the plessurs
of beboldlugsame of the beat families
engeged in an earnest investigatlon of
our doetrines. Qoe tamily stated that
on our next visit they would be ready
for baptlism.

After leaviog thal place, which we
diu with msany a bearty shake of the
baod, we wended our way furlber
south some six miles. There our sue-
cess was very limited. Owing topreju-
dice, atonr mecliog bot seven persous
attendeu,

From tbat leeslity our footsteps were
directed northwest to J.one Osk scboel
diatrict, Altthle place we nuade 8 few
friende and hel) two meetipges, which
wera well attepded,

Our journey the followinhg Monday
was made to beadguarters, & Jistance
of twelve miles, which was made
safels. KEleven days haa been spent
on the trip.

Mooday,the 13th, we leit ap anather
tour; this time traveled nortbwest
to  the Fausat sghool Jistriet,
it having derived name

ita
who

from the gentlemun Eing-

ly entertajned wus. This neighbor-
bood bad been vieited sboul slX weeks
before. The people bad become some-
what stirred after three meetings had
been held among them. A few dayes
subsequentily a Congregational mine-
ter anovouanced that he would expose
Mormenism. On the occasion of his
exposure of oor faith the house was
fllied, znd in the wmost vile and slan-
derous manner be scandalized our peo-
ple. He ciaimed to be & true gentle-
map, but at our flrst mestiog be loter-
rupled oo several times, which cunduct
bumiliated msny members of bis faith.
Fhisserved us an itiustration, for he
showed himself 10 bis true colors. The
geDtleman thought his dlscourse woald
be the means of inciting the people
into taking steps toward ridding them-
selves of our presence. What the sur-
prise of the gentleman must have been
when st the close of the meeling be
was lold Lthat no honoravle man wouls
make Wse of such laoguage as be had
used toward the Mormon Chuorch! I
the beginuing of bis rewnarks, toshow
bow little he Enew concernlug our
Church, be snid be was there to ex poee
the **Mormon Churcn eatablished by
old Joe Bmith in 1828.°> His actlons
andJ course nol only made for us some
good frievds, but resulted o hie re-
muval from the miniswry. He was re-

poried to the officers of bis cono-
ference by genilenien Wwho were
preseut ar his meetiog, with the

above result, and his ealary of mine
hundred dollars & year was stuyed. On
our eecond vieit we were told theee
particulars by tbe people. We were
lreated very kiodly io the neigbbor-
bnod and & few are seekiog A RKnowl]-
edge of our Jootrine; atter remaiolog
o their midst twodaye talking over the
Gospel, we departed.

Qur line of march was pextlaken
aleven miles iu a southweat uirection,
to Oak Grove rchool dietrict, We were
stranogers tbhere, n¢ene of ogur Elders
baviug preached jo Lthst locality te-
fore. Qu reacbiog the school bonee we
lesrped thel a prayer meeting would
be beld that evening, which was pleas-
iny newe, as at ifts ciose we could an-
tiouoce our meeting for the following
night; and the eby clrculsting the
news, avoidiog us the long, warm and
tedlous walk usually necessary In order
to anguaint the people with the meet-
ing.

Atthe appointsd bour a large turos
out assembled at lhe prayer meeling.
We beiug straogers, they desired Lo
know our business. ‘Cheirclass leader,
on being Informed thal wo were minis-
ters, after cunsultlng the congregation,
turoed the meeting over tous. The ol-
fer was gladly accepted.They undoubted-
ly would bavehesitated had they snown
what Cburch we represented, fur our
mesting bad been in session but a ahort
time before they learned who we were.
Oo recoiving the informnation a trowa
could be diecerued on aeveral counten-
ances. There were o lamp: belongiog
to the schoel house, ae nothiog ot any
vaiue wae secure wben lelt withio the
buildiog. The house was lighted up
by lampe that were brought by ths
people. At ihie meeling bul two lamps
were broughbi, one being very diamal
lodeed, One lady, the poreessor nf the
better light, on learning thal we were
Mormeore, abruptly sod witbout apy
explaoativn came forward and
gnatcLed her jamp, wbivh was oo a

table directiy in froot of us, and a mo-
ment iater slammed the geour bebind
ber. Bbe wan fullawed by a lew others.
Tue remalolog lamp was 82 poor, the
bouse was left almost In dJsrkness.
Alter meeling we shuok hande with &
few of those present andia cold feeling,
with one ortwo exceptions, was mani-
fested by all. VWe passed the might
wilbh a bachelor, who kindly took us to
his bome, where we slept on Lthe
ground floorio a little Jugout. He gave
us the best he had, but we bave aeen
in our lives cleaner and softer beds.

The following day was epent iu
readiog, as onr meeting had been an-
noupnced fr the evening,. We were
glad when the appointed hour came.
Qo reaching tbe gechool house we Jis-
covered that the windows which
worked on slides bad been thrown
open., The night before the windows
were closed and we could not make
out for what purpose they had been
opened. If any ovne bad desired to
eflect an entrance they could have
come in at the Joor, which was leflt
unlocked. On golng in we closed the
wladows and [fustened them; Lhe
geontleman who entertajoed us bruagh t
a lamp, and when the hour arrived we
commenced our meeting.

We bad got partly through with the
opening bymn, Do what is right,’?
wnen the windows commenced Lo
sbake, as though Lthey were being
wrenched from the caslogs. What was
the cauze of the noise perplexed us.
We knew it would reguire consider-
able strength to push tnew asaide, as
we supposed when they bad been
lastened they werv secure. This eup-
position was incorrect, forinn momeant
later the windowe were alld open, an
was also tne door. Our suspicisne
at tbis juncture were aruused—not
quick enougb, buwever—for in an in-
uial § egye thick as hall were burled at
us from every opeciog. Eider W, E,
Newwan was siruck on the shoulder
and just above the lefi eye and several
places on the bouy, 1 wastbe termin-
atiog poiot of several of the missiles,
receiving the most psio from a blow on
the right jaw, whbicn at this wriling is
conslueraoly swollen, Toe lsmp wes
knocked over and nearly exploueu, the
table was toroed bollom side upward
apnd oar books ecattered all over the
floor. We gatbered the latter ina
buorry and placed them in our grips.
Quite & acene prevailed Io the audl-
ence. Bome of the Women folks nearly
[ainted. BSeveral, on getting out of the
house, quickly dJdieappeared, maklng
airides for home, ‘When we came oat
of the house we tolid the people not to
be alsrmed and that if they wouid re-
main we would buld cur meeling whben
order was restored. Another light was
procured. Arter calliug the people in-
side we ocoplinued our meeting, but
not aontil the windows were seoured
and the table moved nearer lo the
congregation. Elder Newsmsaan occa-
pled the firet bour apeakiog on the per-
secutions the Saints have had lo sutler
in every dispensation, and we being
membvers of tbe Churgh of Christ bad
toendure likewise. He was followed by
myeell aocd the auvience were io-
formed that we had no hatred for
1hese who bad giv.n us such a apiletul
reception. We would earpestly eay as
Jdid our Bavior, "*Father, forgive tuem
for they knuw not what they do,” For
two hours they were held in ailence,



