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WasHiNGTON, 23,—A decision was
rendered by the Sugreme Court of the
United States to-day in the series of
five cases known as polygamy suits,
brought by certain Mormon citizens of
Utah for the purpose of getting a judi-
cial decision as to the power of the
Board of Commissioners or Canvassers
appointed under the so-called Ed-
munds Act of March 22nd, 1882, to su-
pervise elections in shat Territory. The
H\}Fplicuutﬂ in these cases ure Jesse J.
Murphy, Mary Ann Pratt, Mildred E.
and Alfred Randall,Ellen C. and Hiram
B. Clawson and Jas. M. Barlow. The
defendants and appellees are Alex.
Ramsey and others, constituting the
Federal Board of Commissioners, and
certain registration oflicers appointed
by them, The principal question
raised by the suits is whether the
Board of Commissioners appointed
under the Edmunds Act had power to
prescribe as a condition of registration
of voters a discriminating test oath,
requiring the applicant for registration
to swear that he or she has not been
living in a state of bigamy or poly-
- gamy. The court holds that ghe
rules promulgated by the Board, pre-
scribing the formof oath to be exacted
of persons offering Lo register as vot-
ers, und which constitute directions
under which it is alleged the registra-
tion oflicers acted in the cases here
complained of, were without force, and
- that no effect can be given them. It
cannot be alleged, the court holds, that
they had the effect in law of preventing
the registration of plaintiffs, for the
registration oflicers were not bound
nor authorized to obey them, and, if
they did so, they did it in their own
wrong. There was no relation between
the board and-the otlicers appointed by
them of principal and agent, so as to
make members of the former liable for
what the latter may have illegally done
under their instructions, and therefore
no connection in law between the acts
of the board, is charged, and the
wrongs complained of. If it be sup-
posed that the board had the power
which it seemns they claim and exer-
cised, of putting into form as rules for
the government of regisiration oflicers,
their interpretation of the law,
and, in that way, published errone-
ous and illegal restrictions upon the
right of suffrage in the Territory, such
acts of administration were not min-
isterial, and cannot be a ground of ac-
tion. They would be of that class
which involve the exercise of judg-
ment and discretion in public officers,
and which, even when erroneous, can-
not furnish cause of action for dam-
ages, In either view, therefore, judg-
ment in favor of the board of com-
missioners in the court below was
rightly rendered.” As regards the
power and responsibility of registra-
tion officers, the court holds they were
merely ministerial officers, and if they
deprived complainants of their right
to be registered as voters in violation
of law they are responsible in all ac-
tion for damages.

The .court ther takes up afld ex-
amines the cases separately, and holds
the complainants, Mary Ann Pratt and
Mildred E Randall, were clearly de-
prived of their'-right to registration
without authority of law, since by tueir
allegations they exclude themselves
fromn the disgualifications of the act of
1882. Ellen C. Clawson, Jesse J.
Murphy and James M. Barlow, on the
other hand, were, tne court holds, in-
cluded in the quu’[iﬂcﬂtiﬂns of the act,
and bad no right to registration. In
reaching these conclusions, the court,
in its opinion, makes an elaborate re-
view of the act of 1882, for the purpose
of giving construction to some Of its
provisions, and showing how they ap-
ply to the present cases. By that act
the court holds, it is made the duty of
registration officers to see that persons
offering to register are free from the
disgualifications defined therein. In
g0 (oing they are required to exercise
dilligence and good faith in their in-

niries, and are responsible in damages
?ur rejections made witQout reasonable
cause, or maliciously, In the cases of
Mary Ann Pratt and Mildred E. Ran-
dall, anove referred to, the allegations
of the complaint not only show com-
plainants were legally entitled to be
registered as voters, but declare that
the refusal of the registration officers
to admit them to the list was wrongful
and malicious. The demurrers admit
the case as thus stated, and should,
therefore, have been overruled. .

In conclusion, Justice Matthews,
who delivers the opinion of the court,
says, with reference to the constitu-
tionality of the above-mentioned act:
“Counsel for appellants in arguments
seemed to question the constitutional

ower of Congress to pass the actof

arch 22d, 1882, so far as it abridges |po

the rights of electors in the Territory
under previous laws. But that ques-
tion is, we think, no longer open to
discussion. It has passed beyond the
stage of controversy into flnal judg-
ment. Thepeople of the United States
a8 the sovereign power of the National
Territories, have supreme power over
them and their iInhabitants.
ercise of their sovereien dominion,
Hfiev are represented by the government
>t the United States, to whom all the
powers of the government over that

ubject have been delegated, subject
only to sugh restriclions as are ex-
pressed in the Constitutlon or neces-
sarily implied in its terms,or in the
purposes and ul){'ectﬂ of the power it-
self. In ordainin

In the ex- |

a government for

habit them, all discretion which
belongs to ‘the legislative
power is vested in Congress,

and that extends’ beyond any conto-
versy to determining by law from time
to time the form of local government
ina particular Territory,and the quali-
flications of those who shall administer
it. It rests with Congress to say
whether, in a given case, any of the
people resident in a Territory shall
participate in the election of its officers,
or making its laws, and it may, there-
fore, take from them any right of
suffrage it may previously have con-
ferred, or at amy
abridge it as it may deem expedient,
The personal =nd civil rights of inhab-
itants of Territories are secured to
them, as to all other citizens, by the
principles of constitutional liberty,
which retains all agzencies of Govern-
ment, State and National. Their polit-
ical rights are frauchises, which they
nold as privileges in the legislative
discretion of the Congress of the
United States. If we concede this dis-
cretion in Congree is limited by the
obvious purposes for which it was

ple of the Territories to become c¢iti-
zens of States in the Union, still the
conclusion cannot be averted that the
Act of Congress here in question is
clearly within that juostitication: for,
certainiy no legislation can be sup-
osed more wholesome and necessary
n forming a free, self-governing com-
IﬂEﬂWEﬂlEi], fit to take rank as one of
the co-ordinate States in the Union,
than that which seeks to establish it
on the basis of the idea of the family,
as consisting in,and springing from,the
union for life ot one man and one wo-
man in the holy state of matrimony;
the sure foundation of all that is stable
and noale in our civilization: the best
guarantee of that reverent morality
which is the source of all beneflcent
progress in social and political 1m-
provement. And to this end no means
are more directly and immediately
suitable than “those provided by ths
act, which endeavors to withdraw all
political influence from those who are
practically hostile to its attainment.”’
The judgment of the court below in
the cases of Jesse S, Muarphy, Ellen C.
and Hiram B. Clawson and J. M. Bar-
low, are affirmed as to all defendants
below, and appellees here., In the
cases of Mary Ann M. Pratt and Mil-
dred E. and Alfred Randall, the judge-
ments are aflirmed as toall defendants
and appellees except E. D. Hoge, John
S. Lindsey and Harmel Pratt. As to
them, the judgements are reversed,
and the cases are remanded,with direc-
tion to overruale the demurrers.

Judge Fir-lds dissented from parts of
the opiniun.

WaAsnINGTON, 23.—Secretary Man-
ning to-dayv sent §a circular letter to
the heads of bureaus and chiefs of
divisions of the Treasury Departinent,
requesting them to report to him in
writing as soon as practicable,whether
in their opinion the force employved in
their respective offices can be reduced,
and to what extent, without detriment
to the public service. They are also
requekted to report whether the meth-
ods of business can be simplitied, and
in general to make suach suggestions
and recommendations as may occur to
them as to how the efliciency of the
service may be improved, business in
the Department facilitated, and ex-
penses curtailed.

The report of the expert bookkeepers
of the Railroad Commissioner’s oflice
on the financial operations of the Un-
ion Pacitlc Railwa{ the past year has
been received at the Interior- Depart-
ment. An item of $50,000 had been
disputed by President Adams of the
Union Pacific Company, and was re-
ferred to the Secretary for settlement.
It is understood the Secretary will sus-
tain the position taken by the Depart-
ment's experts—adverse to the c¢om-
pany’s claim.

Postmaster-General Vilas to-night
confirmed an Associated Press dispatch
from Madison, Wis., concerninz the
appointment of General Bryant, and
said he felt it desirable to have at the
head of the law depariment of his
bureau those whose political opinions
were 1n consonance with those of the
administration. General Bryant is, he
said, a democrat and an old personal
friend. Heisa fine lawyer, and has
within a year published a wvaluable
treatise on the judicial system of Wis-
consin., Until four years ago, he was
Gen. Vilas's law partner, and was as-
sociated with him in editing and pub-
lishing the first twenty volumes of rc-
ports of the Supreme Court of Wis-
consin. He is about 48 years of age.

Owing to the t pressure for
CIEI’kEhﬁ)B in the Navy Departinent,
Secretary Whit.nav{u has prepared a
circular, which will be furnished all
applicants, referring them to the civil
service commission.

Secretary Lamar has decided to ag-

int & commission to investigate the
workings of the Interior department,
with a view of reorganization and re-
arranging work and force. Chief
Clerk Lockwood, and Assistant Secre-
taryJoslyn, Mr. Atkins, Commissioner
of Indian Affairs,and Mr. Montgomery,
Commissioner of Patents, are named
as likely to compose the commission,

Inis said at the White House that
' the president will take no action in re-
gard to the Postmastership of New
York for some time. _

Montzomery, the new Commissioner
of Patents, to-day took the oath of
office.

M. J. Durham, the newly appointed
Comptroller of the Treasury, will
assume the duties of his office Wed-
nesday.

the Territories and the people who in-! The Secretary of State is informed

time modify or:

conferred, and . that those pur-
poses are  satistied by meas-
ures which prepare the peo-

by the United States minister at
Stockholin that the Swedish Diet has
voted to admit pork, and all grain
?nd meats, into Swedish ports duty
ree.

Mr. Atkins, the new Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, is expected here to-
ImMorrow,

The President to-day received a tele-

ton, Vt., saying: *‘‘The democracy of
Vermont sincerely thank you for the
nomination of Mr. Phelps. Itisanap-
pointment worthy oflyou.”

New Yorg, 23.—Three hLundred
striking operatives of the lace mills of
Duden & Co., at Williams Bridge,
Westchester County, last night came
in collision with a number of bhands
brought over from France by the firm
to take the strikers’ places. During
the riot a number of men were serious-
ly injured. Frederick Roe,a spectator
it 18 thought, was fatally hurt. All
quiet this morning. !

Wilkesbarre, Pa., 23.—There is a
strike among the laborers of the Sus-
quehanna Coal Co., Nanticoke, which
may extend to all the mines operated
by the company. _

WINNIPEG, Man., 22.—Advices from
Prinece Albert and Carlton show that
the rising among the Saskatchewan
half-breeds is somewhat serious. They
have been joined by a large number of
Indians, have taken possession of the
government stores at Carlton, made
prisoners of the oflicials and threaten-
ed the fortthere. Over one hundred
mounted police have started from
Swift Current for the scene of the
trouble. Another detachment will
leave the same point in a day or two.
The squad stationed at Wiunipcg start
out to-morrow morning. The tele-
graph line has been cut west of Hum-
boldt, aad dispatches have to be
bruuﬁ'ht to that point by messengers.

Artillery, mounted police and volun-
teers are being harried forward to
Prince Albert and Carlion, to suppress
the Saskatchewan half-breed and In-
dian uprising. Trouble is imminent.
News from the scene of the disturb-
auce is meagre to-day.

(FRAND AVEN, Mich., 23. — The
steamer Michigan, whose loss was re-
ported to-night, left here Keb. 9th, in
search of the propellor Oneida, which
was imprisoned in the ice and short of
provisions. She was caught in the ice
and bas been frozen in since. She sank
about 18 or 20 miles off Holland, about
4 o’clock Thursday afternoon last. Her

strong iron sides gave way under tne

tremendous pressure of ice, which
piled uparound her to a height of from
25 to 85 feet, and nearly tore away or
bent in all conceivable shapes her port
side, allowing the water to fill her com-
partment to the extent that soon :nade
it apparent to the commander and
crew that her fate was sealed, the
steam pumps being insufficient to cope
with the increasing volume of water.
However, the men kept to work, hoping
to keep the vessel afloat, and with the
help of the tug Arctic, which was near
at hand, to save the valuable pro-
ellor; but all was of no avail.
rradually the body of the vessel
dsappeared Dbetween huge icebergs,
almost equal to those of the Polar re-
gions, crushing and grinding until at
last the crew were compelled to save
themselves and abandon the vessel.
The lifehoat was swung over the side,
and balf a dozen half-frozen individu-
als rapidly pulled it some distance fromn
the sinking propeller, while the rest
prepared to follow. Captain Prinde-
ville was the last to leave the boat.
They got about a quarter of a mile from
the propeller when tae top masts dis-
apFeared 1n about 400 feet of water.
The trip to the tug drelic, which lay
about four miles off, was attended by
considerable suffering from cold and
danger from getting under the ice,
which was moving and continuously |
piling up under their feet. However,
with the exception of slightly frozen
ears and fingers, the entire crew reached

would have reached the shore alive,as
all would have perished from cold on
the ice during the night, and no one
would have been left to tell the tale of

crew’s personal prupertﬁ was saved,
and all went down with the propeller.
The crew consisted of Captain Prinde-
ville, Mate James MecMann, Engineer
Phillip Roth and ten men.

Early this mornming they left the
Arctic firmly packed in the ice, with no
prospects of getting free, and arrived
at Holland this afternoon and hepe this
evening. With the exception of being
badly worn out from their dangerous
tripof 15 miles over the ice,causing
sore feet, etc., the entire crew look
well, Nothing is known here of the
Wisconsin's whereabouts, and since the
above disaster became Known, grave
fears are entertained for her safety,
The Michigan was loaded with a small
cargo, but both vessel and freight are
believed to be fully insured.

LoOuIisviLLE, Ky., 23.—A cutting
affair occurred here, in which two men
were fatally injured. Wm. Dobson,
laborer, separated from his wife a short
while ago, leaving the children with
her, That evening he went to the house
on Preston and Main street, to get the
children, Sincethe separationthe wifc
has been living with Pat Murphy,
laborer, The two met and got into a
quarrel over the affair. Dobson drew
& knife and cut Murphy in the head and
abdomen, The wife then gave Murphy
a hatchet, and he began hacking Dob-
son over the head, knocking him in-
sensible, chopping his heal almost to
Bieces. When found by the officers,
oth men were nearly dead from their

wounds, They were taken to the hos-!

gram from B. B. Smalley, of Burling=

the tug at night, where they were
cared for, Had it not been for
the close proximity of the
Arclic not one of the crew

the Michigan’s fate. Nothing of the | d

pital and are both expected to die at
any moment. Dobson’s head was
fractured in several places, and the
back part almost completely severed.

BALTIMORE, 24,—Moasignor Glorieux
will be consecrated Viear Apostolic of
Idaho, the second Sunday after IZaster.

WASHINGTON, 24, — Nominations:
Henry L. Muldraw, of Missisippi, As-
sistant Secretary of the Interior; Wm.
A.J. Sparks, of Illinois, Commissioner
General of the Land Office; Daniel
McConville, of Ohio, Auditor of the
Treasury for the Postoflice Depart-
ment.

NEwW YORK, 24.—3's, 1X; 4Xs, 11%;
4's 224 Pacifle 6's, 26; Central Pacific,
30 % ; Barlington, 227% ; Northern Paci-
fic 37%, pfd, 404 ; Northwestern. 93% ;
New York Central, 9% ; Oregon Navi.
i'a.tiun, 67 % ; Trans-continental, 12%;

acific Mail, 514 ; Panama, 1:!8; St.
Louis and San Francisco, 18;
Texas Pacific, 107 % Union Pacilic,42% ;
Fargo Express 8; Western Union 57%.

BosTON.24.—A summary of the oper-
ations of tde Union Pacitie railroad for
the year 1884 has been made publie
preliminary to the annual meeting to-
morrow, is as follows: For the last six
months the earmags, excluding the St,
Joseph and Western railroad were

$249,000; surplus earnings of the entire
system for the last 8ix mouths
of the year 1884 were $7,381,000,
Other receipts from miscellaneous
sources make the total income $7,892, -
000, as against the total income for the
first six months of the year of- $3 849, -
000, The expenditures for the last six
months $3,795,000, Of this amount
$2. 674,000 was paid for interest on
bonds. Teotal surplus of the last six
months of the yvear, $4,006,000. ¥From
this is deducted $750,000 for the United
States.

WASHINGTON, 24.—The report of the
Commissioner of Railroads on the
Union Pacitic railroad, as revealed by
the company’s books, shows there was
due the United States for the yvear 84,
under the Thurman act, $1,135,220,
acainst which they are credited for
guvernmunt, traasportation, ete., with
$1,135,173, leaving ;En' due the govern-
ment for the year. President Adams
savs the company will pay promptly
the $917,000 adjudged due the govern-
ment by the Court of Claims,

La IaBerTAD, San Salvador via,

Galveston. President Barrios is ad-
vancing on San Salvador with 15,000
men.
OTTAWA, 24— In the House of Com-
mons, Gordon moved for cepies of all
the correspondence bearing reference
to the appomntment ot a Joint Com-
mission with the United States Gov-
ernment for suarveying the boundary
line between British Columbia and the
Umted states Territory of Alaska., He
stated to-day that the boundary was
practically undefined. S0 long
as there were no troubles there,
this was all right, but a New York
paper had stated recently that the
American armed expedition undef
Lieut. Schwatka, had traveled a thous-
and miles into British territory east of
Alaska, and Lieut. Allen was now con-
ducting an expedition three or four
hundred miles into British territory.
He could hardly believe their state-
ments true, seeing that on ghe Pacifie
Coast, Canadians and Americans lived
very harmoniously. He would like to
hear from government on this point
and would be pleased if assurance
could be given that the boundary line
would shortly be surveyed.

The minister of public works gives
notice thatthe attention of government
would be directed to an article from a
New York paper. He bhad inquired into
the truthfulness of the article and
found therejwas no foundation for it.
The importance of having the boun-
dary surveyed had received the atten-
tion of government. It would not
overiook the matter. The motion was
carried,

OTTAWA, 24 —NoO doubt the govern-
ment received dispatches to-night of
very grave importance in conmection
with the rebellion at Prince Albert. It
is reported in the lobbies that the In-
dians are joining Resil and the half-
breeds, and serious trouble is appre-
hended. A reverend gentleman at Cal-
garry, having influence among the In-
ians, has been sent on & mission to
the chiefs of the Crow and Blackfeet
bands, to prevent them joining the
rebels,

A conflict between the rebels and the
mounted police has already taken
place, and several government oflicials
were made Eriﬂuners.

Gen. Middleton left to-night for
Winnipeg to assume command of the
militia and mounted police. There iis
great excitement at the House.

TUCsSON, Arizona,24.—The announce-
ment was made this morning that the
forfeited lands of the Texas Pacific
Railroad were opened to entry. This
caused agreat rush in the U. 8. Land

Office. The officers have all thev can
do to make entries. Thousands of
acres will be reclaimed.

COFFEYVILLE, Ks,, 24.—The Okla-
homa colonists of Cn&eville are seek-
ing to get a large force into Oklahoma
while Gen. Hatch is busy watching
Captain Couch in Arkansas City. The
planis to send men in in small squads,
and scatter over the country, keeping
scouts riding to warn them of the ap-
E«mh of troops. They have received
rge reinforcements from Texas, and
mqase O wear out the Ninth cavalry
Ey jong marches, Several wagons
loaded with supplies for the coloaists
were starred from here on Sunday.
CHICAGO, 25.—The N. K. Fairbank
canning company of this city has re-
ceived, during the last seven days,
cable orders for canned beef for the
use of the British army,which, coupled
with an additional order received this

$14,738,000; expenses, $6,807,000; taxes, | P

morning, makes the nﬁgrezate amount
to be 8hipped four million pounds.
orders came from the British War De.
partment. [t will require two weeks tg
fill the orders mow on hand. The Ar.
mour packing company isalso in

of oraers to supply five millions four
handred thousand pounds. These are
the largest orders ever received h
and owing to their magnitude the sup.
position is that they are to meet a war
emergency. The canning houses are
working day and night in nrder to mee
the demands,

BosTOoN, 25.—The Herald prints the
following private cable dispatch, re-
ceived in Berlin from a reliable »ource,
It says: Great consterpation prevalls
in London. Itis reported that 25,000 of
the militia have been called out. Ru-
mors are thick that Russia has rejected
English proposals.

WasHiNGTON, 25, — Nomination:
Samuel 8. Cox, of New York, envoy
extraordinary and minister plenipoten-
tiary of the United States to Tarkey,

The oath of office was administered
to Senator-elect Berry (Ark.) and the
Senate went into executive session,

BostoN, 25,—The annual meeting
of the Union Pacific stockholders wag
held to-day.. The meeting then aps
ointed an inspector, and the election
of 15 directors for the ersuing year
opened. But one ticket was in the
field: Charles Francis Adams, Jr,
Frederick L.. Ames, Elisha Atkins, Ezrg
H. Baker, F. Gordon Dexter and M.

D. Spaulding, of Boston: IHenry M,
Gunk? .‘Eilt:l'ﬁ'«eg - Dillon, David 'ﬁuwﬁi
and Andrew I:}

Green of New York;
S. R. Callowayof Omaha, Neb., Green-
ville M. Dodge, of Council Bluffs
Hugh Riddle, of Chicago; James

Rumrill, of Springfield, Mass.: Joh
Sharp, of Salt Lake City. Mess

Spaulding, Cook and Calloway, the
new members of the board, taking the
glaces, respectively of Russell Sage,
ay Gould and 8. H, H. Clark, -ﬁ

-~ - -~

SUAKIM, 23.—The British positions
on the road to Tamai from Suakim are
all well reinforced and safely held. The
gralia admit they lost 3,000 in Sunday's

attle,

Owing to the labor involved, it is de-
cided not to shift Gen. MeNeil’s zereba,
Troops are engaged in dragging the
bodies of the slain to leeward of the
zareba. Dense heaps of corpses of
rebels and native camp followers are
mingled with the carcasses of
camels. The ground is strewn with
rifles, spears and shields.

Gen. Graham began this evening to
move his whole force from Suakimte
Tamai. The troops under Gen. McNeill
.eft the zeereba, where the battle was
fought yesterday, and advanced about
a mile toward Tamai, where they con-
structed another zereba, the enemy
making no opposition. It was found
imypossible 1o encamp near battletleld
No. 1, owing to the decomposition of
the enemy’s dead and the carcasses ntii
camels and horses. At daybreak to-
morrow, Gen. Graham will resume his
advance. '

KorTti, March 23.—Gen. Wulsele;
ordered the evacugtion of Korti. Cases
of tﬁphmd fever; dysen'ery and sun-
stroke are lncreuingnmaug the troop:
Heat continues intense. The troops
will proceed to the intrenched lines .t
Debbeh, Aani and Dongola. 3

SuaKiM, March 28.— British killed in
the engagement Sunday: 7 officers an
63 men. Many bhodies of boys
woinen were found on the battlefiel
after the fizht. A hundred and ten
Arabs were killed inside the zerebe,
After the first repulse of the enemy,
chiefs tried, but were unable, to
the Arabs to a second nnslaug'ht.

All the Arabs in the fight vesterday
wore the Mahdi's uaniform. One ban-
ner captured from the rebels was a
gift from the Mahdi. Two-thirds of
the camels are dead. General Graham
sent the Indian troops back to Suakim.

Khorti, 23.—The Mahdi has sen-
tenced many natives to death forn
revuu.lilllgg treasure supposed to be hid-
den at Khartoum,

Many slave women from Khartou
are being sold in the vicinity of Ko
at $100 each. -

Gen, Wolseley aud staff go to Don
gola on Tuesday.

Prince Hassan has left Assouan f
Wady Halfa.

LoxDoN, 23.—The government h
withdrawn from the marines the privi
lege of purchasing their discharge
from the service. *

The Post understands Russian offi
cers on furlough have been ordered
rejoin their regiments,

Alarm over the prospect of war wi
Russia is renewed on the Stock Ex-
change. Owing to the reported prep-
arations in India to send troops to
Herat, Russian stocks dropped 1%,
Berlin there are still buyers. So
Eoglish houses also buy, believing th
display in India only a bluster, de-
signed to conciliate the war section of
the Liberal party. 8|

_A dispatch from Gulian, March 17th,
says: Outwardly all is quiet, but it {8
reported the Russians are concentrat-
inF toward Herat. It is proposed t |
withdraw Col. Ridgeway from Penjded
and leave Captain Yale there. Meas-
ures are being taken for the defense of
Herat, 1

Advices from Calcutta state that the
force which is to be sent to Quetta will
consist of three divisions, drawn fron
the three Presidencies, and a reserw
bndiy. consisting of 11,000 men, fullf
equipped, to be drawn from the tr
at Rawalpinde. 1t is proposed to
2,000 men to every infantry regiment io
India, and one squadron to everf
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cavalry regiment.
Calcutta, 23,~There are fifty thou



