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THE DESE.BET NEWS.

[February 15, 1865.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
IRRIGATION.

Mr. President and Speaker, and Mem-
bers. of the Legislative Assembly. i
Joint Session: % AN
GENTLEMEN:—Your  eommittee, to

whom was referred the subject of Lrriga-

tion of lands in the various counties of
the . Territory, have prosceuted their
labors, conjointly, and therefore beg
leave to presens this joint report of their
doings in the premises. |
In order @btain as complefe and
accurate information as was practicable
upon this subject, jyuur commitlee issued
the necessary blanks to the various
waler-masters throughout the Territory
in the early part of this session, many
of which blanks have been lilled and re-
turned, giving the lengths, widths,
depths, and inclinations of the various
canals conducting water from its origin-
al channels to the fields irrigated, to-
ether with the cost thereof: a consoli-
ted tabular sfatement of which  from
each county is herewith submitted as
part of this report. ' ’
Approximate estimates of the kinds
and quantities of erops raised are also
received from various portions of the

Territory, but are too incomplete to

afford an adequate statement of  the

aggrogate of erops raised in the Terrl-

tory.

!:i;' the accompanying statistics it ap-
pears that there has been construeted,
al public expense, no less than nine
hundred and twenty-three miles and
one hundred and-: ninety-two rods of
irrigating eanal, at the average or mean
width of five feet and seven inches and
depth of two feet, conveying water for
the irrigation of oné hundred and sixty-
8ix thousand, nine hundred and seventy
acres of land of every variety of soil and
at an aggregate cost of one million, five

those already completed there are exten-
sive works in Great Salt Lake coun Ly in
progress, at an estimated cost of oune
million, ten thousand dollars, and in
Davis county, as estimated, at three
hundred thousand dollars, and also one
in Utah county, estimated at sixty thou-
sand dollars—all which are shown in
the accompanying table,

From the information your comm ittee
have in their possession it is estimated
that the eost of canals and water-ditehes
consitucted by private enterprise for

the distribution of the water upon the-
lands and crops will nearly or quite
equal the amount expendedon the main
canals.

Your committee have specgial pleasure
in reporting the initiatory step for ae-
cumulating information upon this sub-
jeet vital to the agricultural interests
and the permanent prosperity of the in-
habitants of this Territory, and respect-
fully recamamend an appropriation of
one thousand dollars, to be placed at
the disposal of (he ]5 A. & M, Soclety
for the aequisition of such information
on the subjéct of irrigation at home and
abroad as shall best promote the agrieul-
tural interests of the Territory.

Commissioner Newlon, of the Agricul-

tural Department at Washington, in
his bi-monthly report for September
and Ogtober last, says, “*During the pre-
sent season there is no portion of the
Union that bas made returns indicating
a8 favorable condition of ¢rops as Utah.”
We ask by what means has the desert
wilderness of the Great Basin of North
America been brought thus to compare
with the wetlthiest and mosl fertile
States of the nation? It is by irrigation
—a system of labor and  expense, of
which the world are ignorant, and with
which the people of Utah are yet but
partially acquainted.
By /irrigation, Utah Is what she is:
without irrigation she mustsoon relapse
to what she was in 1847, when our pio-
neers first entered this Valley..

Concerning that portion of the Gov-
ernor's Message, referred to your com-
mittee, suggesting a Memorial to Con-
gress for an appropriation of waste
lands, &e., yvour commitiee are al a loss
what portion of the waste lands of Utah
to petition for, as the whole Territory
was eomposed of waste lands until ren-
dered fertile by its present eitizens, and
most respectfully submit that, in their
opinion, it would be mbre proper to ask
Congress to appropriate the Territory of
Utah to partially reimburse actual set-
tlers for expenses already incurred in
reclaiming its waste lands,

Respectfully submitted,

f L. E. HARRINGTON,
Council | E, SNow,

Committee | Joserpa A. YOUMG,

‘ { WiLrorD WOODRUFF.

FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS,
House Jonx VAN Corr,
Committee { PETER MAUGHAN,
| JAcOB GATES.
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 CELESTTAL PHENOMENON,
West TweENTIETH STREET, N. Y.
Saturday, December 24.
T0 THE EPITOR 0P THE WORLD:

Last evening a8 I left the opera, at
cleven, there appeared a celestial pheéno-
menon which seemed well worthy of
something more thaw' a passing notice.
The sourhern skies were in a delicate
fvet rich glow, somewhat pinker and

ighter than the usudl display af the au-
rora borealis.. One-third up the heavens
the mass of roseate clouds eonverged
into a rod of agpnmuu twelve feet
long and five inches broad; then a fleec
space of 8ix feet; then another rod wi
a shifting nodus—generally, however,
at a litlle to the left of the middle point:
then a space as before, and a third sim-
ilar rod or band; the wholeslightly areh-

ing over the eontinued centre of Broad-

way, returning slightly to the right of
it. -~ This appearance was distinctly
seenin the middle third Jof the over-
hanging southern hemisphere, and far
outshoné the stars, being of a color not
quite that ofiron at red heat. It at-
tracted mueh wondering observation,
and did not fade away uutil eleven-
thirty, when the accompanying halos
also took to fiight. 'What bodes the visi-
tant atthe “eleventh hour?” and who
else saw il? OBSERVATEUR,

Dre. 13th, Mr. Douglas, attorney for
the Illinois Central Railroad, paid into

the Illinois State Treasury, $254,423.96, -

being 7 per cent. of the gross earnings
of the read for the six months ending
October dlst Jast. Thisis the largest
railrond instalment ever paid for six
months’ egrnings.

Tr Providence Journal says that
Mr. Russell Coggshall, who recently
died at Newport, R. 1., left fifty thou-
sand dollars for the
and twenty thousand dollars to the
Women’s Aid SBociety, besides sums for
other ¢haritable purposes,

A “"WORK AND Ai1p SBociery” has

been organized in New Haven, Ct., to
relieve extreme poverty, to prevent
streel begging, to expose imposture, to
rovide employment for, and otherwise
ook after vagrants, discharged or con-
vieted eriminals, and degraded child-
ren.

AN iron letter has been gent by malil
from Pittsburgh, Pa., to England. The
iron was rolled so thin that the sheet
twice the weight of ordinary
note paper. |
thinnest iron ever rolled in the world,
%{lfd ‘E’ﬂ.ﬂ manufactured by the Sligo Iron

orks.

SINCE Admiral Porter assumed com-
mand of the North Atlantic Blockad-
ing Squadron, (in September last,) his
share of prize money it is said will
amount to nearly $200,000. Three thou-
sand five hundred bales of cotton alone,
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_Toox 11 CooLLY.—An elephant and
bull fight took place lately at wﬁ;ﬂs&
Bpain, The elephant was gj ing
quietly about the arena when the firs
bull was released, and ruashed at it with |
all his-might. 'The elephant received
his antagonist with great coolness; and
threw him down with the utmost ease,

The bull rose again and made two

more attacks, whieh the elepbant re-
sented by Killing him with a thrust of
his tusks. The conqueror did not seem
in the least excited, but quietly drank
same water offered by his keeper, and
ale several ears of Indian com. A
second bull. was then released, and-in
a few minutes suflered the same fate
a5 the first,

te say nothing of other valuable

and the vessels carrying them, have
been captured since his assignment to
that command. At a moderate estimate
the cotton itself is worth seventeen
thousand dollars.

* THE national banking gapital now a-
mounts to $70,507,840." -
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DREADFUL INUNDATION IN
SPAIN,

A correspondent of the London Morn-
ing Herald, writing from Denia, Spain,
November 11, furnishes the following
details of the inundation in Valencia
which has beeen already referred to:

~The news of the hurricane at Culeutta
had just reached us by telegraph when
a somewhat similar catastrophe befel
one of the wealthiest and most ulous
districts in the province of Valencia.
The river Jucar, which has its source

| among the muunfajna_ of Cuenca, flows

through and fertilizes one of the most
productive districts of Spain.

poor of that city,

It is supposed to be the

town—ijn the lower part, whole houases
were covered. In the ceonvent of Car-
cagente the water was fifteen feet deep.,
Iixcept cats and dogs, not a single do-
maostic or farm anunal has been left a-
live. Now that the walers have subsid-
ed, the streets and houses are full of the
dead carcasses of horses, mules, don-
Keys, pigs, goats and slreep. On the first
entrante iuto the town, twenty-one
corpses were found in the streets; how
iy more are to be founad in the houses
that have fallen, how many drowned in
their bed,sand how, many swept away
with the flood, no gne presumes to esti-
mate. Already, above one hundred
corpses have been thken to the chareh,
but there is no place: of interment for
them, scareely avestage of the cemelery
having been left. A

About one hundred square miles—the
most fertile and popalous that the pro-
vince of Valencia can boast ofi—have
;hEEll inundated. From many places no

information has, a3 {'et, been obtiined,

and in this letter I have eonfined my-
sell principally to what oceurred at Al-
cira, us betng the largest and most im-
portaut town in the djstrict. Albalat,
# village near Alcira. was completely
under water. Fiom the nearest ap-
proach only the gteeple of the church
could be seen,

A royal decree has been issued by the
Spanisn government, for the opening of
o nationn subséription in aid of the suf-
ferers, -

The Correspondencia of Madrid states
that one thousand and {two head of cat-
tle, and one hundred and sixty-eight
domestic animals have been drowned;
two hundred and sevanteen houses are
in ruins, and six hundred and thirty-
(dive are in a lottering state.
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FRENCH PLOTS TN MEXICO.

You will remember that in a treat
entered into between Maxamillian an
Napoleon, soon after the ateession of
the former to the sovereignty of Mexi-
co, it was stipalated that Mexieo should
secure to France the payment of the
original French claims, together with
all the EK[}E"I‘IE& of the [[lrﬂsent war, and
the maintenance of astip { number
of troaps for a certain len of time. It
is now said that Napoleony in order to
secure this, has asked and received from
the Mexican Government the entire
right and ownership to the Btates of So-
nora, Sinaloa, Durango and Chihuahua.
These States are to be consolidated into
one Provinee, and is to be exclusively
French, thou g'h under the protection of
the Mexican ﬂaﬁ. The most curious
part of the story is, thatafter having ex-
pended this vast amount of money, in-
curring the risk of a war with the Uni-
ted BStutes, Napoleon should turn the
whole thing over to the sole manage-
ment and Keeping of an Ameriecan trai-
tor. Ex-Senator Gwin, it is positively
asserted here by his friends, has the
commission of Governor General, or
{ Viceroy, and will leave Mexico for
Arispe, Bonora—the intended Capital—
in ten days. A code of laws drawn up
by him while in Mexico last year, was
submitted to Napoleonand n.pgznved by
him, Fiveorsix Americans (Southern-
ers) arrived here last night from Mexi-
co, to prepare the way forthe new Vice-
rdy;-l_ﬁ]ﬂng them I notice a son a Ma-
jor ey, formerly Indian Agent for
California; one Abbott, and a brother of
General Beauregard. Judge Shattock,
formerly of your city, and a host of Se-
cesgionists, are herein great %lea. They
say that their sueccess in Mexico, under
the French, compensates for the recent
great victories of Sherman.  If all. this
should be true, it will be the most glori-
ous thing that has happened for Cali-
fornia since the daysof the Vigilance
Committee, and like that great exter-
mi r will elean your State of the
most worthless population on the face
of the earth. For yoursake I am afraid _
it is only Bouthern boasting.

If we are to receive the news of
Giwin's aceession to great power under
French authority and protected by

On the night of the 3d there was a | French bayonets, asafact, then wema

copious fall of rain, which continued on
the morning of the 4th, and towards the
evening, itseemed as if the windows of
heaven had opened. Before midnight,
alie towns of Cullera, Aleira, Carcagente
and Jativa, with many adjoining villa-

| ges, were submerged in water,

In Aleira alone, upwards of two hun-
dred houses near the banks of the river

were completely swept away; others |

have fallen since, and many have had
their fonndations sapped. . The poorer
classes, whose houges were of one story
only, were obliged to get on the roofs to
save: themselves from. being drowned,
Thouzands from_their ‘house-bops anx-
iously Jooked for the morning. There
WAs N0 USCape.. I LIy y

The water bad risén to a hight of six
or eight feet in the highest parts of the

be permitted to A reason for suc
an extraordinary act of abnegation on
the part of the usunally tenacious Em-
eror. Either he is greatly deceived in
Exe character of hisnewly pledged favo-
rite, attributing tohim and his followers
qualities unknown to theSouthern char-
acter, or he purposes, with some ulteri-
or motive, to aid in the establishment
ofa Government antagonistic to our
own, from the debris of the Southern
Confederaey. In this ceding and trad-
ing of land in this eountry, we may also
be permitted to inguire what is to be-
come of the treaty, with General Stone,
Captain Isham and ethers, by which
they have, in- justice and right, prior
claims to one-third of all the public
lands in these States?—[ Alta correspon-

dent, Mazatlan, Mexico, Jan. 14,



